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To the Morſbipfull and hjs re god 


friend, M. Barley of PetworthinSafſex, _ 
W. B. miſhath health aud proſperitie. 


Emembring ſir, the great 
8 good wil and vndeſerued kind- 

neſſe which your Worſhip hath 
ſhewed vnto me, makes mee to 
chinke my ſelf much bound vn- 
to you, & ſo much, as if l ſhould not by ſome 
means ſhew my ſelfe thankfull to your Wor- 
ſhip,l might be condemned of great ingtati- 
tude. Wherefore haue thought good cuen 
now (being vrged therynto by the kindneſſe 
which I haue found at yourhands)to ſhew my 
chankfull mind towards you, although not in 
ſo mannet as I would doe, or as I hope 
er L ſhall doe, When it ſhal pleaſe God to 
make me better able, till which time I humbly 
deſire you to accept at my hands this token of 
my feruent good will: wherein 1 haue made 
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bold to ſet foorth vnder your Worſhips Pa- 
tronage, this Booke, entituled The delefFabie 


A j Hiſtoris 


c 9 


71 The Epifile De dicatorie. 
Hl Horie of Celeſtina the Faire : hoping it wil be 
the better regarded of your Worſhip , firſt in 
reſpect of the indeuour and pains which hath 
bene taken in tranſlating and publiſhing of 
the ſame, to the intent the reading thereof 
might be ſome pleaſure and delight both to 

your Worſhip and your good friends: and ſe- 
condly in reſpect of my thankful and willing 
mind towards you, who wiſheth vnto your 
Worſhip all bountifull happineſſe in this 
life, according to your hearts deſire, 
and in the liſe to come eter- 


nall felicitie, 


Your Worſhips to commaund, 
William Batley, 
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The delighetull Hiſtojic of Celeſtina 

the faire,davghtcr to the king of IT beh. 

lic Shewing how ſhe was inchaunted by the 

three Fai ies, with the ſtraunge aduentures, trauell. china lries, 

tourneys, combats, victories, and loues of duerſe wandting Pri- 
ces, and knights errunt, but eſpeciallie ofſir Matcoinir 

of Tharius, who did conqueſt her by the word,. 
and enioyed her afterwards in marriage, 
with the Theſlalian kingdom ſor $ 
_ her dowrie,and her perpe- 
tuall inheritance, 


CHAP. I. 


be time being then come, that Belca- 
Ny rin king Friſols ſonne ſhould receine 
befought the Emperour to knight 
htm with his owne hand: the like re 
duet made pong Tiraquell, fonne to 
duke Euſtace, of Picene, who defired. 
—-L likewilethe honoz ofthe ſame oder:! 
gracſouſly grannted , fozeſteing how 
| d would be employed. L 25 


wozthily on them knight | 5 
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— ap , der armed them hot 
\ godnelle; to make them or th N died ſhould nter 
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2 7 /e delectable Hiſtorie of 
degenerate from their aunceſters: Belcarin eſpetiallp, to 
whom with a louing kiſſe on his cheek, he began thns, Deare 
nepheſv, J pꝛay cur Doveraigne aboue, to accomplily in you 
the pericaion of all noble vertues , that cuerie one map lap, 
pou are ſonne to the good knight Fruol, no leffe hardie and 
valcrous, then anie whoſoener boꝛe Armes in his time. 
The ceremonie being ended, they all returned tothe pi. 
lace, where the newkmights,as ſone as they cerld be dilar⸗ 
med, attired themſelues in moſt rich and ſumptuous robes 
fo: the moꝛe honour of the feaſt, which ſoꝛ their lakes was ſo⸗ 
lemniſed with verie great pompe thꝛoughout all the Court. 
But Belcarin made no tariante to behold the ialitie of that aſ⸗ 
ſemblie: his mind was rather occupied in the high intended 
thought cf his ſuture gloꝛie, then in the exceite ofa feat: 
which made him begin thus to debate with hunſelſ. Belcarm, 
thou haſt now no moꝛe ile time to ſpend, hauing taken vpon 
ther the honcurable degree ol knighthad, and art therewith 
inueſted by the hend of thine vncle the Cmperonr, one of the 
be ſt knights whom cuer the diuine pꝛoudence hath adoꝛned 
and made illuſtriougthꝛough man laudable pertucs ; which 
neuer wanted thy father allo, in any thing that miaht bee re⸗ 
quiſite to a man perfectly accompliſhed in armes: if thou haſt 
liucd hitherto in de lights and pleaſures, pet now it is high 
time ſoꝛ thee ta trauaile the woꝛld, to ſhew wherein thou re⸗ 
lembleſt thine anceſto2s, treading in their ſteps, who with 
great paine wandered befoze thee, and pyrchaſed therby that 
famous renoume, the memoꝛie whereofſhill euer remaine 
immoꝛtall: the which it thou wilt not blemiſh, thou mutt ha⸗ 
ſten thy departure from hence, and loke cut to ſcke ſome 
ſtrange aducntures as they did. | 
Alter manie togitations which perplered his mind not a 
little, he reſolued in as ſetret maner as might be, to depart 
with one onely Squire to attend vpon his perſan, purpo- 
ling to take bis voyage direaly into Macedon, there to make 
his firſt allay of Armes in the adnenture of Celeſtina the 
Faire, who was at that time enchaunted within a caſtell of 


| the 
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e Celeitinathe Faire. 3 


the Fle of Carderie : fo2 at that ſeaſon there was no ether 
talze euerp where but of the great number of Rnights lhe 
davly flocked thither, enterpꝛiſing to win her by th2{wo2d, 
being to haue her in mariage afterward, with the kingdome 
of The ſlalie foꝛ her dowꝛie: ſo great ſhonid be the recopence 
and guerdon of him, who could de liuer Her out ofthe inchan⸗ 
ted dungeon. But as pet had no knight been ſcene there, who 
could (ct foote within the caſtell to let free this pong h in⸗ 
ceſſe. Nolu were Belcarins cares oftentiues tickled with the 
fame of this aduenture, which cucrie one reputed ſo ſtrange, 
that he determined to goe thither, to trie what he could doe, 
with an#icredivle deſire to perkoꝛme it: fo2 beſides he ſhould 
thereby purchale great honour , and a generall commenda- 
tion of the woꝛld, he might pet thinke humſelf moſt foꝛtunat, 
making his, ſo rich and faire a Damolell, and that by dint of 
ſwo2d, So that being exceeding glad thꝛough the hope which 
he had conceiued to atchieue his deſired purpoſe, hee did ane⸗ 
ly but thꝛã dates honoꝛ this ſolemne feaſt with his pꝛeſence, 
and the fourth day cavoſſed verie early in the moꝛning a rich 
armour burniſht greene, which he had cauſed very pꝛiuily to 
be made, and commaunded to paint on his ſhield in a ſiluer 
field a caſtelil of Gewles, repꝛeſenting a Jaſper ſtone in ver⸗ 
dure foꝛ his deniſe, Departing thus the citie without now⸗ 
ledge ol any perſon, bee tooke his voyage towards the king⸗ 
dome ot Pacedon. 

The Emperour who heard afterward ol his ſecret depar, 
ture, was paſſing glad of this enterpꝛiſe, and in pꝛeſence ot 
many knights began thus in his lauour: Now as Sod ince 
helpe, I haue an opinion, naß, a confident hope, Belcarin 
will be haue himſelfe lo valiantly in feates of armes, that all 
pe will be glad in heart to heare me make the diſcourie ther⸗ 
of, God graunt it map be ſa, and may he foꝛtunatly direa — * 
in his courſes, and ſo well pꝛoſper the genercus fozwards + 
neſle, that all men map beholde ſyining in hum, that he maie 
winne thereby honour and aduauncement, ſuch as his heart 
deſireth. 5 
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Surely this a of Beicarin did well pleaſe them except 
Tiraquel, who w2s greatly offended, betauſe he impartet to 
him no part ol his entent : foꝛ he mould gl dly h ue Rep him 
toin pinie, ſo th it he reſolued immediatly ta put zunſelfe in 


qneſt after him, as (one alter it fell out. 


In the mean time Belcarm made ſuch expedition in his tours 
nies, that without anp-let bythe way, he got out ol the bouds 
of the Empire in a ſmall time: and being entered the kronti⸗ 
ers of the kingdome of M acedonie, he ladged the firlt night, 
in an old knights caſt le, who very affable and courteous, ſas 
ing him palle befoꝛe his gate, ( becauſe it was alreadie late) 
getly deſired him to take his reſt that night with him: which 
oller he willingly accepted at the inſtant requeſt ol the vene⸗ 
rable old father, who tone great pleaſure in brholding Bel- 
carin, after he had Tiſarmed himſelt, es well loz his gadly ſta⸗ 
ture and pꝛopoꝛtion of members, as fo2 his eloquence and at⸗ 
fability wherewith he much enriched and graced his lan⸗ 
guage, which was occaſion that they conferred long time 
together: and falung from one matter into another, inthe 
end the old man diſcouered that this knight was one of the 
chickeſt fauoꝛites of the Emperour Cleodomyr. 

But the Gentleman had thꝛee ſonnes very vngratious 
impes and of a wicked nature, who were veiy much offen- 
ded at the courtefie and lib erall hoſpctallitie their father vſed 
toward rangers: wherefo2c he who knew well their mal⸗ 
lice, went to met tbem in the wap home ward (foz at that 
pꝛeſent they were hunting abzoad) to admontih them how 
they ſhould welcome and entreat this new gneſt: Know my 
chiidꝛen, quoth hee, we he this night in our houſe a knight 
beſcender ot the Emperours houſe, whoſe phyſiognomie be⸗ 


wꝛaieth him to come ot ſome great and high linage:foꝛ which 


cauſe J pꝛay vu do him all the honoꝛ pou can in the beſt ſoꝛt 
deuiſe, and teaſting him with all chere and gladnelle, ſpeahe 


nothing befoꝛe him, which map not beſeeme his honourable 


eſtate, Father anſweret they, we ſhall doe all ycur tomman⸗ 
de ments: But aſtone as he was gone, they conſpired to aſ⸗ 


laile 


Celeſlina the Faire. 


ſaſle this knight on the mo2row at the entraunte into afo2- 
reſtnet farre diſtant from; the caſtle, to pꝛoue if he were ſo / 
brave a man, as their f. ther had ſignified vnto them, There⸗ 
koꝛe came not they to ſupper as they pꝛomiſed, but on the 
moꝛrow moꝛning betime ſaitedont of the caſtle allth) ce wel 
mor:nted and in armes. The hondurable and good knight ſer⸗ 
ing the ingratitude and diſobediente of his childeren did his 
beſt to do all the honour he could to Belcarin, who returning 
him manp thinks,the next dap deparfed , and toke his leaue 
cf him, to put himſelfe againe into his way, wherein her had 
rode little moꝛe then two miles, but he met the thꝛee bꝛethꝛen 
lying in ambuſh foꝛ him at the fide of a wod: theeldeſt hauing 
his launce vanted vpon his thigh, ſtept befoze him and thus 
began to play the champion : 

Faire knight you muſt iouſt with me, otherwiſe yon can 
pac no further: foꝛ now J will try whether pou be ſo hardie 
and valiant as pour xepoꝛt is, oꝛ no. Belcarin who doubted a 
greater ambuſcado, toke a lance out of his eſquiers hand, and 
ſpeaking very courteouſly made him this anſwer ; Knight pe 
offcr great wꝛong to allaile thus the Emperoursgentlemen, 
perhaps pou may quickly find one, who will gine ycu both 

pour hands full, and little leiſure to repent your haſt, Trou- 
| ble not your ſeli therfoze(replied the eldeſt bꝛother)tzaue den, 
and pꝛepare pour ſelfe to bꝛeake a launte. This ſam, they re⸗ 
tired from ech other the length ofa god cartier, then ſctting 
ſpurs to their hoꝛſes they came to encounter with ſuch a vio⸗ 
lent ſurp, that the aſſailants ſtaſte fiyingin ſyiuers could not 
ſtir neuer ſo little Belcarmoutofthe ſaddle : who on the other 
ſide (foꝛ that he was ſlrong and puiiſant) hit him ſo loundly 
with the firſt blow ol his launce, that piert ing his ſhield and 
armour he ran him moe then a fot and halle tho;otw the bo- 
dy withhis ſwoꝛd: fo that there was no need to ſend foʒ a Chi- 
rurgion ta cure his wound: The two other bꝛethzen which 
beheld this piteous ſpedacle ſuppoſing truely their elber bꝛo⸗ 
ther had his deaths woud, came ina great rage galloping tos 
wards hun, & called ta dun alou: Ha znig qt i a curiet hour 


didſt 


The deleclable Hiſtorie of 


- didft thou ſtrike that blow , fo2 theu ſhalt pꝛeſently recefue 
thy death, So they ran both full at him: but the one miſt his 
blow,and the other lighted vpon his danke, where he made a 
little a Gps when Belcarm felt the ſmart, be beganto 
ſtir himſelle touragiouſiv in his owne defence. And albeit 
theſe two bꝛethꝛen did trouble him ſoꝛe, vet the bickering la⸗ 
ſl ed but a while ; fo2 this yong prince being verp reſolute and 
expert inarmes, did deliuer ſuch a full blow vpon the mallard 
ol one of thein, that Hee (ct him tumbling to the groun? to 
beare his bꝛother companie. And to make bꝛiefe, with his kal⸗ 
chion doubled his biowes ſo thicke againſt the other, that hee 
was faine to fall from his hoꝛſe al amaſed to the earth: where 
he leſt them all thꝛee thus vanquiſhed, and betake hunſelle to 
bis voiage againe. ; 

The ſquier who came with the bꝛethꝛen, hauing ſeene the 
end of the ſkirmiſh, rode backe pꝛelently towards the caſtle, 
and fiuding their father in his chamber, certiſted hint of this 
heauie news. Alas fir quoth he, in an vniucky houre did you 
lodge peſternight the ſtrange knight, who euen now hath 
made an end of llaieng pour thre ſonnes: The ht began to 
rehearſe the whole diſcourſe of the combat, he e fo:rs whull 
iſſue dꝛew vp the fludgates ofa ſlream oftcars which d iſtilled 
krothe miſerable ſathers eics, who bewalling their ſo great 
mor called them many times fellonious and p2owd chil- 
02en. "i | 

Mis vaſſals- vnderſtanding after ward the occaſion of his 
greœuotis lamentation, went incontinent to the place, where 
their poung loꝛds were diſcomfited, Two wherol they found 
tone dead, and the third in danger ol his life, if he had not pꝛe⸗ 
ſentfuccour, Whom they put into a litter, end the ether two 
they laid vpon a Bere couered cuet with doleſull black, and 
lo did they conucy them with much ſoꝛrow and mourning ins 
tothe caſtle, where was their weeping mether pow2ing 
loꝛth a ſea ol ſaltteares, w2ngingher hands with pittifull 
and lamentable complaints, ſerceching vp tothe heauts with 
continuall yelling and crying, that you would haue iudged 


her .. 


Ae. 


her rather to haue refembled ſome ſenceles thing then a 
woman in au thing partaking bhumaine wit and reaſen, 
The like did her daughter allo, who alter ſhe tame againe to 
her beſt ſcuſes, did pꝛoteſt and deepely (wege befoze 3 ger mo⸗ 
ther. ỹ her hart ſhould neuer reit at caſe.beſo. e the had cauſed 
this mertherer to die a truell death, whereſoze as lone as the 
two dead co2pſes were enterred, he departed againſt her ka⸗ 
thers will, accompanied only with two ſquiers to ſcke ont 
Belcarn, With full intention to be reuenged of him by hoke 
o2 by croke, whenſoener 02 howſocuer, 


CHAP, II. 


P 
* 


How Belcarin came vnknowne into Macedon where he caried 
away the price of the Tourney that king Florendos cauſed to 
be held at the nuptials ot the Infant Denile,dilcouering lum- 
ſelfe onely to Alderine daughter to the duke of Pontus and 
Durace. "I | 


== Elcarin rode two daies tourney in great dili⸗ 
241 gence, keeping on ſtill his way towards the 
Aae of Carderte,ant the third day following, 
bon that it was ſo extreame ſultrie and hot, 
which her could not well endure in his ar- 
mour, he alighted about none of the day hard by a c eare 
fountaine tore treſh himſelfe a little, but he had not ben long 
there when he percetued comming along by a little wap 
which croſt in to the very place where he was, a great traine 
of knights and ladies which came riding ainaine, It was the 
duke ol Pontus and of Durace, who was going into Hace⸗ 
don to the wedding which king Florendos did make of his 
daughter Deniſe, with the king of Thꝛace, nephew to the 
wife of Camam. This duke of Pontus bad riding along 
with him his Sponle Laurena, with a verp ſaire daughter of 
theirs alio called Alderine,who rode foꝛmoſt of al the troupe, 
dcuiſing in matters ol parly with het Damſels, not withcuta 
ful endet hoe {tay lome w hile to ſolace theſelues at the (gutain : 


and 
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1k WHY 


he did pꝛetend his votage,therefoze once moꝛe he tooke ane 


and there ſhe was arined bekoꝛe Belcarin had ſetled his hel⸗ 
met on his head agaixe, ſo that the pꝛinteſle by a glaunce had 
a perfect view of him, and diſcrying htin to be ofa beantifnl 
viſage,richly armed, and without any company but of one 
oncly Squire; as the was ſage and well aduiſed, ſalutcd 


him with a comely grace: whereof Belcarin was much aſto⸗ 


niſhed, ſuppoſing ſhe had knowen bim: but he chauizged 
quickelp his opinion: fo? teße mn that to pꝛocted rather of 
her gentle nature and curteſte than otherwiſe, thought ſher 
muſt needs come of ſome great houſe: therfoze making a low 
obeyſance in ſigne of reuerente, he very certeruſip reſaluted 
her. Sone after perceiued he the traine ofthis ladie, and ſoz 


that he feared to be diſconered by ſome ol the tompante, cau⸗ 


ſed his hoꝛſe to be bzought hun, and mounted, he toke againe 
into the wap wherein he was going befoze , whereat Alde- 
ricie ſomewhat diſpleaſed, foꝛ ſhe would verie ſaine haue 


knowne who he was, boꝛded him thus. 


Sir knight, ſtay here boldly at pour eaſe, and ſoꝛſ ke not 


this lwert and delegable place foꝛ our comming: ſoꝛ conſi⸗ 


dering the great heate of the dap, it is yet no time foz you to 
trauell on pour way. And if you go peraduenture tothe tcur- 
ney which is held in Macedon, you map tome thithet in god 
time with the Duke mp kather, who ſhall ber verie glad of 
pot companic, t J much moꝛe, who met pen here by chance 
firſt ok all. | 
Belcarin humblie thanking her fo2 this curtcfic, made his 
excuſe that he could not go into Pacedon, becauſe he had 
many other moꝛe v2gent affairs in another qua: ter er 


of her againe, and ſpurred his hoꝛſe that way which ſrmed 
fitteſt fo2 his purpoſe: ont ip to get himſelfe as farre as be - 
could from this companie: and meeting a Squire who came 

aſter the traine and carriages, he demaunded af him, if hee 
kneiv not the Loꝛd who rode befoꝛe with ſo great a traine⸗ 
the Squire anſwered him, it was the Duke of Pontus, who 
was going into Pacedoneto the feaſt which king Florendos 


celcbꝛa-⸗ 


* 
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telebꝛated foꝛ the mariage of the infant Deniſe,and that he 
had in companie with him his daughter Alderme,to ſe the 
iuſtes i tournaments which they were there pꝛeparing. 
So ſone as Belcam vnderfto this ne wes he began o 
think that the ladie which came firſt to the fountain ſheuld 
be the dukes daughter, ol whom he had many times heard 
talke befoꝛe. Bymeanes whereofhe purpoſed to go ſe this 
aſſembly,in as ſecret maner as he might polſibly, ſoz he 
ſhould haue time enough afterward to perfozm his voiage. 
C bus did Belcarin fozſake the way towardes the Iſle of 
Carderie to take that of Patedon, which was little moꝛe 
than the daies iourney from thence, Dn the third day, be⸗ 
ing come neere the citie, he met with two knights armed, 
who went to this tournep, and after enterchange ol ſalw 
tations, the two knights aſked him i hee came nol thither 
to iuſt. go thither(quoth Belcarin)to behold the bzane me 
at arms, who wil appeare within the liſts, Let vs go then 
togither in compagte,ifit pleaſe pou, ſaid they, becauſe we 
are foz the lame eſſea departed from our countries. S0 
they road on their waies talking of many matters toward 
Pacedon, where being ariued, they found a large plain co⸗ 
nered with tents ofthe nobilitie which were already come 
to ſee the ſolemnitie.Therfoze they two knights comman⸗ 
ded their (quires to ſet vp a faire and rich Pavilion, which 
they tauled tobe bought thither expꝛelip foz y ſame cauſe, 
requeſting Belcatin very louingly that he would there tay 
with them: wherbnto(foz that he would not enter into the 
citte)be moſt willingly condiſcende d, fearing alſo not to 
find any lodging ſo fit foz his purpoſe, | 
On the mozrow mozning arrined there the duke of 
Pontfus;be{oze whom came the king Florendos, accompa- 
nied with his new ſon in law foz to entertaine t welcome 
bim. But Alderme who went foʒmoſt with a paſſing com- 
ly grace,ſhewed berſelfe faire in perfeaion:yct ſomething 
ſad q penſtue fo the deſire ſhee had to know who was that 
knight ofthe ountaine, whomlhe could never cantel out 
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Phe detectable Hijtoree 0 ; 
ec her thoughts fince; WH? Belcarin beheld her come arme 
in arme with tho king of Thꝛate, trickt up in her nueſt at 
tire, ſge feme farce inoꝛe faire to him then when he lawe 
her at the Fauntaine, JInſomuch that he ptrpoſed,it per⸗ 
aduenture he could not tebleue hie avuenture of Celeſti- 
na, to ad ſtich things wich perfor, that hie might pur⸗ 


chace the loue of this Lade. But the Quote Crom, 


wife to Ling Florend:2s „ entertaired the Dutchetle Lau- 


rena honourablie, and the (01207 Demictating Aldlerine 


with her, would not part with ge, the cuenung of her 
mariage dep: whoſe ſolemme {0 was great and magni⸗ 


ficent in all things. 


The next day folowing.ch* king, the Ou ene, ard their 
fennc and daughter newly clpeuſed, went toꝛth into the 


large field, to behold the Tiltes hien were alreadie in 


a readineſſe: Where as lone as they were mounted vpon 
the ſcaffel2s, richly hanged and pꝛomord fo? then, and ma⸗ 
nie other Ladies and Gentle women ef eſtate, they began 
to beſtirre themſclucs to the enconnter ef armes. In the 
which of the one ide, and ol the other, there were enen 
great nuniber ol bꝛaue knights, and eſpetiallpy of the Em- 

rours court, fo: that he himſelfe, who could not be pꝛeſent 
at his ſiſters feat, hat ſent thutzer many of his knights to 
honour it the moꝛe. The great feates of armes that were 
exploited in this confi, ſurpaſſcd truelie the moſt mar⸗ 
uailous that had veene ſæne betoꝛe: and amongſt the reſt, 
the Dulies of dne mon, and of Penle, behauedthemſelues 
valiantly, who were vpon the point te haue won the hy: 
nour of the firſt aſſault}, if Belcarii had not come in: who 
ſtand ing 21 a little to behaldthe ſkirmtth, with intention 


to ſuctour the weaker part, began at laſt to re wie himſelf; 
when he laid to his compantois: Follow me, bꝛethꝛen, 


to helpe the vangulſhed. Then letttiiig ſpurres to his hez:e, 
tame with ſuch a fierecfzllie, with his Launte charged 
againſt Bcilaquin,forne to Mulla ; vpon him whom he fam 


doe greateſt oinage to the atuctlarie partie: and ſuch | 


f was 
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Celettina the Faire. 


was the encounter, that he Tifmctinted him, and ſent him 
like a feather tothe ground. Quickly ſet hand to his cour- 
telare, and began to ſtrike ſo fariouflp all thoſe that fought 
againſt him, that within a little while he put fozce and 
courage againe into the ſide which was reputed befo:e 
fo2 vanquiſhed. 

Whereat the Duke Anemon, who ſatv his ſide pit to 


the worſe, was in a great rage againſt them: end as hr 


perteiued all this to pꝛocede from the comming in ol Bel- 
carin, he began preſently to gather in towards him, and 
to ſalute him with a great blowe or his ſwoꝛde vppon his 
helmet, of whome by and by he reccined quicke paiment ; 

fo2 that Belcarin litting himſelfe vppon his Stirrops, rea- 
ched him a full blow ſa right on his Beauer,that he ſet him 
packing in a maze vnder his hoꝛſe herles. Then palſing 
further, made way thoꝛo w the pꝛeſſe, and boꝛe Towne to 


. the groundallthat euer be met, inſuch manner that king 


Florendos , and the other Nobles who did accompante 


bim, were in a great wonder, and none could viſcrie, 


noꝛ giue anie knowledge who her ſhould bee, ercept Al. 
dere, who then ſitting there hard Lp Nuckne Denſe, 
coulde not holde her tongue, but mult pꝛattle of bun 
thus. 

Sadame, how thinke pon ofthe knight in the græne ar⸗ 
mour: TUhat I thinke: /quoth ſhe) J neuerſaw man at 
Armes who might compare with him, leeing that alone 
hee hath-done moꝛe in this T ournep, thenthereff, put all 
t : and J ſhould bee verie glad to knowe whether 
hee bee of lo noble bloud,as he is valiant and ſkilfull in the 


krertile of Armes. 


Madame, replied Aldet ine, J belæœue hee cannot be but 


à great perſonage, ſ&ing that he keepeth hiniſclte ſo cloſe, 


and will not bee diſcouered of anie : Bozeouer, thee tolde 
her, howe ſhe& found him at the Fountaine bare headed, 


his Purrion lying by him, And knowe pe(quoththe) pꝛo⸗ 


ceding further, that if hee bee valiant at Armes , as 
Cy you 
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pon ſœ pet he wanteth nolinely & rare beautie oſ face, no: 
a verie comelp grace and geſture toaccompanic it. Now I 


haue a great defire(quoth Qucene Demiſe) to know who he 


ts,ſo that I thinke beſt to ſend a meſſenger to him fo2 the 
fame effec, Then(quoth Alderine interrupting her) a⸗ 
dame, J p2ap pou that the meſſenger may be one of mp pa⸗ 


ges, who ſhall wait fo2 him at the going out of the Tylt, 


to coniure him on pour behalfe to declare his name: and if 
be defire not to be knowne, we will conccale it ſo ſecretly 
that no man ſh ill knowe it by our meane. Pour opinion 
liketh me beſt of all other (quoth the newe Bꝛide) but J 
would that this errand were done from pou : fo2 he cal⸗ 
ling to minde the little acquaintance pen had of him at the 
Fountaine , will make him ſclfe knowne peraduenture 
moꝛe willingly to yon oncly,than to any other. 

Alderme then called one of her Pages, named Gra- 
tian, and inſtruaed him what her had to ſap tothe Knight 
in the greene armour, to whome ſhee ſent him expꝛellie, 
with inſtant requeſt, iopned with a fingulat deſire to 
knowe who he was. In che meane time, Belcarin did ſuch 
admirable things in his Juſtes, and with inch his inſup⸗ 
poꝛtable dexteritie and martiall pzoweſſe did ſo canuaſſe 
his aducrſaries, that being no longer able to ſtand befoꝛe 
hin, they got away, and departed out of the lifts, where 
he remained alone victo2tous, Then the two knightes 
with whom he ſoiourned, who had beene rather occupied 
all this while to beholde his pzowefſes , than to Juſt and 
Tilt, beeing wonderfull glad ofthehoncur he dio them, 


in winning the honour ol this dap, ſet him in the nuddeſt 


betwene them, and ſo toke their way towardes their 
Tent: whither they werefollowed by the Page of Al- 
derine , who neuer loſt ſight of them, but finding a fit 


place foꝛ the purpoſe , toke Belcanns Bozſe by the 
Bꝛidle, and bowing downe with a low reuerente, be- 


gan thus: Faire Knight, may you pleaſe to beare two 


wazdes of a meſſage which 4 haue to doe vnto you; 


Be, 
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Celeſtina the Faire. 


He, who was moſt courteons and affavle, withdꝛe w him⸗ 
ſelfe p2eſently from his compantons, when Gracian pꝛo⸗ 
c&ded in this maner. 

My loꝛd to your ſelfe doth Alderine daughter to the duke 
of Pont us and Durace ſend me now, to let you vnderſtand 
the cauſe ſhe hath to grieue and complaine of pou fo2 euer: 
ſceing that comming to theſe iuſtes you diſdained the offer 


blu her companie. Neuertheles if you will condeſcend to 


one thing which ſhe ſendeth me to entreatat your hands, 
laptng aſide all this anger and ſoꝛrow, ſhe ſhall haue no 
cauſe to complaine ot vou hereafter, 

My bꝛother, anſwered Belcarin, it onld be ſome diffi⸗ 
tult, nay impoſſible thing, if J did not vndertake it to finde 
pardon at ſo high a ladies hands as pour miſtres is: albeit 
if 3 haue made an offence to warts her extellencie, it was 
onely though mine ignoꝛance, who knew her not. And 
when I left her at the fountain, it was not truly mine en⸗ 
tent to be pꝛeſent at this tilting,as afterwards J was con- 
ſtrained. So that mine excuſes tould nothing pꝛeuaile a⸗ 
gainſt the impoꝛtunitie which hath conntermaunded me. 

Then the page replied : Seeing that it is your pleaſure 
to accomplith that which my ladie Alderine would entreat 
pou, know the hath an extreame deſire to know who pon 
are, and wherfoꝛe you keepe pour ſelĩe ſo cloſe x ſecret; ſoʒ 
conſidering pour valour and chiualry,ſhe eſteemeth pou a⸗ 
boue all others, of whom as vet ſhe had euer any know⸗ 
ledge: pꝛomiſing vou alſo by the faith of ſuch a lady as ſhe 
is, got to make it maniteſt to any creature, ifſo be pour 
pleaſure. I may thinke my ſelle very happie quoth Belca- 
rin then, if ſo noble and perfec a pꝛinceſſe taketh paine to be 
inquiſitiue oſ my ded, and when IJ ſhould haue concluded 
with my ſelle to conceale it from al the woꝛld, vet would J 
not from her: wherefoze bꝛother, pou ſhall tell her that 
mp name is Belcann, Jam nephew tothe emperour of 
Conftautinople: and the cauſe why J am not willing pet 
to be knawne, ia that A am but lately kaighted, and ha⸗ 
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uine not as pet perto:med any thing which may fo much 
bio on my name, that it may be regiſtred in the number or 
the baliant, J reſolued not to pusu it but with very god 
teſtundmall. Further vou ſhall aFare her from we that I 
offer my ſelf? ſram henceſoꝛth to ſerue her 2s her moſt 
bumble knight, boping vnder the lauonr of her f mous 
name to win fo gr at reputation, that Jam mp paſtcritie 
ſhall fo2 euer remaine her bounden ſernauiits . And then 
when J haue done thoſe thinges, whereby J map merite 
hononr and commend tion, J will come vuto her my 
ſelfe to make her the offer of my heart, which iccieth it 
ſelfe ſo much aftentoned to obey her, that it hall not at- 
tempt am thing hereafter, which may not be to her liking 
and pleaſure, So much ſhe ſhall know intommanding me, - 
fo2 J haue ſo readie a will to cmp!op mp ſelſe in her ſeruice 
that notwithſtanding the hazard of inp life did depend vp⸗ 
on doing it, J will not ſpare any of my beſt ferces ; Beſæ⸗ 
ching her mo2couer not to diſcloſe mp name to any one foz 
that J would at this pꝛeſent viſit the king Florcados and 
the Nucene mp grandfather and grandame, 

With this anſwere returned Gracian to his mitires, 
who ſtated foꝛ bim in ſo great deuotion, that ſo ſwne as cher 
ſaw him come a farre ot, ſhe tould not containe, but muſt 
needs aſke hun what ſucceſſe had followed the exploit ol his 
ambalſage. Well Madame anſwerev the page, but you 
muſt kee pe it ſecret, foꝛ ſo is his humble requeſt, That ſhal 
wee doe moſt willingly quoth they, and then he recounted 
to them all that her had vnderſtode ol him, ſaping that be 
was Belcaria the king of Hungaries ſonne. What is it be: 

Quoth Nucene Dene, ſtræking alowd foꝛ toy, why her is 
then my nephew: and what ſo great iniury haue we done 
him that he vouchſafeth not to viſit vs 2 Truely I ſhould 
bee verie glad to ſe him, foz J lene him entirely, loꝛ that 
from our infancie wee were bzought vp together. And 
well can J afſure yorrYBademe Alderine, that hehath bene 
alwaies verie courteous andgentleſromayeuth, where- 


foze 
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foꝛe J reioice are:tly,that his valour in arms doth ſo wel 


! 


ſecond his courteſy od mildnes. Ncaertheles ſæing he wil 


be ſo uiret he ſhall ot be diſcloſed fo; vs. 

e nird not demaund whether Alderine were totiinll 
when ſhe heard ſay that Belcarin was deſcended of ſo noble 
and famous bloud ing alſo he pꝛoſfered birfſelfe alreadie 
very coꝛdi illy ta be her knight: wherefoze from that very 
tuſtant hour the began to loue him without meaſure , and 
to impʒint ſo well his remembꝛance in her ſpirit, that ſh 


could neuer blot it out, but eucry houre moze then other 


did ſhe multiplie in her heart the amourous paſſion that 
Cup:d, wha was then in ambuch, had beloꝛe bꝛewed koz her 
at the Fountainc, 


CHAP. 111. 


Ho Belcarin fearing to be diſcouered, departed ſecretly out 
of Macedon to tal again into luis way, in which he met a 


knight, om he afrerward vanquiſhed, and how hee had 


a fierce combat with him who guarded the bridge where 
Celeſtina was enchanted. 


gentleman he relolued to depart that court, doub⸗ 


I D ſn as Belcarin had diſpatched away Alderines 
SI'S) 
1 


ting the king Florendos would ſend to ſæke him 
4. Py ! ” ＋ ? 
NA all abeut, as ſonc alter fell out, koz he deſired 
greatly to know who was the knight that was the van- 


gqtucher. But he found himſelle frutrate of his attempt, ſoʒ 


that Belcarin got him quickly away: which the aing could 
hardly haue beleeued, had he not perteiued it in his ſecand 
iuſting, which be oꝛdauied loꝛ the nonſt, the whichſemed 
to him but a ſpoꝛt of little childꝛen, in compariſon of the 
foꝛmer tourney, where this vnknown knight chewed ſuch 
incredible ads ut thiualry:and albe it queen Demſe and the 
pꝛinceſte Alderne cars the ſpeaking hereot᷑ many times, 
pet would they neuer open any atqcr thing, butthat her 


ſhould be ſome one oi bed account inte emperaues court: 


B. ca- 
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Belcarinthen after that he had in moſt courteous maner 
thanked the two knights, fo2 their great humanity e cour⸗ 
teſie towards hun, toke of the honeſtly his leaue, laining 
he was conſtrained to be gone in all haſt ſoꝛ ſome affairs 
of impoꝛtance which he was to manage in another place: 
whereat the two knights ſhye wing themſclucs greatip dil⸗ 
pleaſcd of this ſuddain departure offered to kerpe him com⸗ 


panie: but he thanked them againe, ſaying as then he had 


no nerd thereok. So her put himſelfe agame into the wap 
which he leſt befoꝛe to ſer Alderine, and road that da little 
moꝛe then thꝛer mile, oncly to dillotge himſelfe from the 
court. It chaunced he toke vp his lodging all that night in 
a faire greene meddow, where (( foꝛ that there was no heuſe- 
rome nere / he purpoſed to reſt, and to paſce that night a⸗ 
way as well as he might: But euen as he thought to cloſe 
bis eies, and to take a nappe, a dpe thought of the ſurpaſ⸗ 
ſing beaut ie of Alderine treubled his ſpirit: During which 
he entred this combat with hunſelle. Truly, Belcariu,thou 
maieſt by god right be noted ol ingratitude and diſcourte⸗ 
ſie, hauing ſhe wed ſo little ciuility towards ſo noble a pꝛin⸗ 
ceſſe as is the duke of Pontus daughter: Ah, Zhou muff 
amend thic fault, and ſhe w her in cfſec that the innocent 
miſtaking ol dut ie is nothing, where repentance and ſatiſ⸗ 


kad ion foz the offence committed p2eſently enſue, Aſter 


many amoꝛous diſcourſes he reſolued himſclfe (if he could 
not atchicue the aducture of Celeſtma/to accept ber with 
all his heart foꝛ wife: And in this point of his thonght, a 
wert ſleepe fell into his eies, which continued witheut 
waking till the mozrow mozning, when ſer ing it cleare 
dap, be mounted on hoꝛſbacke. But he had not gone farre, 
ere he met a knight armed at all points who alked him 
whether he came {rom Macedon, and whether the marri- 
age of the kings daughter were ſolemnized: whereunto 
he anſwered, affirming that they were: notwithſtanding 


il he went to the Tourney, he yculd tome thether tune c- 
nough to be ſet a woꝛke. 


, Zbe 


The untaht bidding him fare wel, without further talke 
road on his way, And ifpou will know. What newes with 
him: he was Sergin the ſonne of Cardin, he who departed 
from Conſta ntinople with Co!melic, to follow the damſcl 
who came to do the haſtie einbaſſage to the emperoꝛ Cleo- 
domyr, as you vnderſtod in the laſt chapter oſ his hyſtoꝛie. 
And albeit they had raunged oucr many countreis to finde 
her, vet could they neuer heare any ne wes foꝛ that ſhe was 
retired verie quicklie within the caſtell of Carderie, from 
whence the Fairie ſent her away in haſte to the Court, ſoꝛ 
the diſpatch of that buſineſle, Which tended to the greater 
gloꝛie and renowůme of the future pꝛo welle of Marcomyr, 
ſonne to the June of Tharſus, and the Emperour Clco- 
domyr, To the end that this knight comming one day to 
vndoe the enchantment of Celeſtina, hee might be enter- 
ned with greater honour and magnificence. j2ow had Ser- 
gin made his aſſay in this aduenture, but being not able to 
goe ante further in it than others, huuing vnderſtode of 
the ſolemmtie and open Court helde in Macedon, went 
thither in agreat perplexitie to bee pꝛeſent at the Tour⸗ 
ney at that time when Belcarin gaue him certaine ne wes 
thereof. Theſe two knights could not haue ridden karre 
moꝛe than halte a mile the one from the other, when Ser- 
gin met the Damſell, ſiſter to the two bzethzen whom Bel- 
carin ſiue at the wod ũde: who hauing purſued him as far 
as king Florendos Court , was aduertiſed by one of her 
ſquires whom ſhe ſent after him in pof7, that hee had won 
the honouPof the triumph: from the which withdzawing- 
binſelfe verie ſecretly, atterwardes he toke right the high 
wap of Carderie, into which way ſhe made ſuch hatt after 
him, that ſhe met with Seryin lone after Belcarin hab left | 
bim, and thus to him gan the ſay: 

Gentieman, à pꝛap you ſhew mee whether pon met 
not beſoꝛc a knight who carried a grene armour vpon his 
backe, the moſt traiterous and viſiotal man who liutth this 
dap in the whole woꝛld. Foz my 9 bauing done * 
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the Font that he could deviſe one right Mit Hor 12271 d 
him in his Caſteil, and the monche moin gte GYM 
fie hun the moꝛe, comma unded they bycthten I had to acs 
companie him on his way. The mgratctull and ſellon 
wietch without anic ether occaltion cruciiy did two ol 
them to death, end leit the third in danger to go quickly to 
kerpe them comnanie: fo that J now go after hun, in hope 
to fn ſore valer ua manat Armes, Who abhoꝛring the 
iniquitie and crucltie oe mietherers, map haue ſome com⸗ 
paſſion to zuenge me ofthis ontrage, Full well knew this 
tr. itereſle to colour her ſya ches; and hy this meane fine- 
ly to ſrame and lay together a cautelons Prolopopoa,that 
Ge imputed in Serguizhart, a defer? of reuenging fo foute 
an inarie, Whereioze he made Her his anlwere, Faire 
damſel, it it he ſu as pin fap, the knight cannot excuſe him⸗ 
ſell, but he ig inder atraitoz, za [conan pou hal fcc that 
God aboue will net permit him to une long in this world 
vnpuniſhed. The damſel hegan to fweare eretrably it was 
troth which che had ſaid, p:apnig bim very inſtantlp hee 
would helpe her in this dürfte, l his epportunitic might 
ſerue: moſt wullingly, anſwered Serv, V4 doe my beſt 
endeudur to make him pay dear for this his villamic:foꝛ J 
am a capital! enemie of vile murtherers. x 

Then turned theybridle tncontinently to follow after 
Belcamn,but they could net ouertake hun all that day, noz 
the moꝛrow, becauſe he road a very round pace. The third 
dap afterward, being newly gon out of a litle place where 
he had lodged all night, they diſcouered Lima farre off vpon 
the top of a little hi, oberer the damſel was very glad, and 
then againe ſhe p23i8 Servin to employ all His beſt ſoꝛce to 
take reuenge eu this tyꝛant. The knight pꝛomiſing ſe ill fo 


to do, purꝭ liueip his courloer to ouertake Belcarin the (@- 


ner. Zo whoꝛn he co: aloud a far of, ſpeaking in a great 
bꝛauado, Lo, tap, thou traitour and caitife Unight, to 
recciue oi mv han the gnerdenio2 murthering ſotoward⸗ 
tp thole who had entertamed thee with all humanitte into 
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elena ho Faire, | 
their hone, Volcarin who heard himſelle thus reniled, was 
moued to great choler : then furionfipterningbyidle to- 
wardes bim who did v2ge this diſlopaltie w2ongſuily to 
him, made this ſtout anſwere ; Euillfo2 thy p:ofite com⸗ 
meſt thou now to publiſh in this Tountrey to koule a lie. 
At the inſtant downe with his beauer, and by and by vay- 
ling his Lanace,ranae with a moſt violent furie agaynſt 
bun the liked Sergi bꝛauely loꝛ his part, who bzeaking 
bis ſoſte vyon the enemie, pearced his harneſſce quite tho⸗ 
roi vnde bis pouldꝛons, and ſcarde his fleſh a little as the 
Go pe ed. Vt Beſcarin charget him with ſo great foꝛce 
hebe bold bim neate out of the Saddle: being thus ſmit- 
len, he fall de une vnder His hoꝛſe herles, and by no meane 
Loa abie to recouer his feete, wherefoze (ring him lie 
thus withert waning arme oz kote, hee pꝛoteeded on 
hie wap, | 
Theoamfl rho was xrilued by this time, ſaing Scr- 
gin m that pu hle, tighter from her palfrep very ſozrowſull 


ald angrie, en, unapping vp his weunds as well ar ſher 


covid with her Squires, tetermimed to carrie him into 
ſome place to ture his wounds, making the greateſt lame- 
tation that might he foꝛ ſo ſtrange an actident. Alas, god 
Oo, quot e, how gine pou power to the wicked thus to 
Wꝛoug the gad ant tuft 2 Suffer not, Jbeſech pou, this 
tr aitour to doe any further hurt, tut haſtening the houre of 
his death giue pour conſent,that he map quickly bee truſt 
vp, oʒ come to ſome vnhappic end, The two ſquircs who 
had alreadie liſted him on ho2ſevacke, returning the ver ie 
way thep came,coaduged bim to the lame lodging, where 
Beicari hab ſotourneT the might betoꝛe. There vnderſtod 
they oftheir hoſr, dow that he went to trie himſelke in the 
duenture of Celeſlina, whither the Damielt had wüling⸗ 
lie followeb bim: but loth to leaue Set gin in ſo cuttent 
daunger, ſhe t:.cricd thee dayes with bim, ſeruing hun 
in tie belt mannet tte could, becaule toz het loue he had in⸗ 


curred this per ill. 
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So we wil leauethem there togither to returne to Bel- 
catin. who road ſo hard, that at laſt hee arrimed at a caſtell 
ſtanding within hall a daies tournep ofthe Jle where Ce- 
teltna was. This koꝛtreſſe did belong to a gentlewoman 
being a widow, who had two faire daughters, and one ſon 
knighted not long bekoꝛe, no leſſe valiant in feates of 
Armes, then learned and pꝛompt in manie other diſci⸗ 
plines. In this place hx was maruailous well entertar- 
ned, koꝛ the Ladie of the Caſtell was a veric honourable 
woman, and her daughters verie courteous Gentlewo⸗ 
men, and of comelp grace: Supper tune come, he was ſer⸗ 
ued in god ſoꝛt, with manie fine diſhes : relecion taken, 
he began to diſcourſe with them, and entering in talke 
of diuerſe matters, her enquired of the deedes of knights 
who did make the aduenture ok the Ille, where vnto 
the Gentle womans ſonne called Lipes , made this aun- 
ſwere: 
Truelp, Gentlman , J ſhould hold him foꝛ ill aduiſed, 


who wil enterpꝛiſe to goe thither to labour in that matter, 


ſering it is but a while ſinte a knight arriued there, and is 
returned but with diſhonour, kozalmuch as the deRiſe of 
this enchant;nent(as well haue the thꝛer Fairies knowne 
to doe it) hath bene of ſuch efficacie, that he who ſhall ex⸗ 
ploite the vndoing of it, had ned bee of ſingular pꝛowelle 
and valour. | | 


But can you tell me, replied then Belcarin, the tondition 


of this aduenture, and wheria conũiſteth the greateſt ditfi⸗ 


cultie: ſoꝛ pet haue J neuer feund any who could tell it me 
truely: noꝛ ſatiſſie the great deſire F had to learne it. Bet- 
ter then any man lining can J now dilcourſe it to you, 
quoth Lipes, becauſe I haue beene there oftentimes to ac- 
compame u nightes who came to this place, as pou doe, 


and J haue ſcene manie of them combat with him who 


gardeth the entraunce of the Bꝛidge, albeit to their dif- 
aduauntage. Unowe pon then, ſir, that the Ille of Car- 
derie is by diametevofgreat crtendue,+ inuroned with the 
| | | ſea 
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ſea oathe oͤne ade, on the other ſide watheth and watereth 
it a loud, which dilch argeth it ſelfe in the ſalt water very 
nere the caſtle, at the fot whereof is built a bꝛidge by mer⸗ 
nellous architecture whilome acceſſible to all wandering 
knights: But ſince Celeſtina was there ſhut vp and enclo⸗ 
ſed within the great dungeon, no ſtranger might euer en⸗ 
ter in there: thoſe ofthe Ille only doe goe and come, all o⸗ 
ther not. Upon this bꝛidge are placed th2e litle turrets one 
in the middeſt, the other two at both the ends. In the firſt 
is a knight ſurpaſſing the common meaſure and pꝛopoꝛti⸗ 
on of men, ſo ſierce, hardy, and valiant, that ſince the begin⸗ 
ning of this enchauntment, hath not any one loked him 
in face who could ener take any aduantage vpon his P20- 
weſſe,ercept onely the loꝛd of the Ille Liquie, his ſonne 


whom the emperour Marcomyr vanquiched at the Juſt, 


when he conquered the Sagittarie. He being called Line- 
des by name, was ſo magnanimious and laboꝛous, that he 
fought againſt the knight of the bꝛidge from mozning to 
night: and albeit the battell were rough and cruell, pet 
was there neuer perceined any want of courage 02 fear at 
all in him, which happened not to him ofthe bꝛidge, foz 
that the bloud which he loft, did make him ſo feeble, that his 
heart began to faile him. But a crumpſhouldered and illa⸗ 
noured dwarfe who ſtod ſentinell in the top of the firſt 
to wꝛe to diſcouer the knights who came a farre off along 
the fields, winding then lwertly his enchanted hoꝛn which 
he weareth at his necke in al karfe, did ſo reſtoꝛe him all 
his foꝛce, that he ſeemed cuen then to haue entred freſh into 
the combat. In this manner held he out till the ſun ſctting, 
when Linedes his enemie beganne tobe weakened in his 
ſtrength : by meanes whereof, befoze the dwarfe returned 
to ſound his hoꝛne, he gaue the knight of the towꝛe ſuch a 
girde, that he made him ſane himſelfe on the ground with 
his hands: Then running ſwiftly along the bꝛidge, got 
quickly to the middle turret, the gates wherof ſtanding be⸗ 
foze wide open, ſhut themſelues at his comming, with ſo 
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RO att and trembling of the whole b! (ding, 
that Linedes fell to ground in a ſound : vet to2 all ti; r hey 


was quickly vp againe , A good part of the night was + 


ready ſlipt away,befo2e he came to hiniſelf out of hic ſor nd. 


whereby bis Squters ene he was dead / did 
| t 


make the moſt gra uous complaints that might be, when 
he was come again to his foꝛmer ſenſes he t und himlelſe 
ſo giddy and fruſhed, that he remained moze then loure 


houres befo2e he tould recouer his fpxch , In the meane 


while he was boꝛne into a bed which his ſquicrs had ſet vp 
fo: him in a tent, where he ſotozned thꝛe daies and neuer 
went abꝛoad, the fourth dap feeling himſelke Urong inough 
to endure hozieback(iv2 that he {aw there was no wap fog 
him to returne once moꝛe ta pꝛeue this aduenture) her de⸗ 
parted thence fat and in grealchoiler. And J tell pou Sir, 
fo2 a tertaiue that when the dwarie who ſr@d ſentinell in 
the top of the fiſt turrct favs the knight of the bꝛioge ware 
faint,and to haue the woꝛſt ct the baͤttell, ſounding but his 
hoꝛn, he put him again tits his koꝛmer ſtrength: whereby 
it commeth to palic that no man can ſtand cut long time a⸗ 
gainſt him: ſeeing then ſich an enterpꝛiſe bzingeth great 
danger and ſometimes death with it mine aduiſe ſheuld be, 
that no man hence foʒward weuld come to uentuxe it a⸗ 
ny more. 

Pou count me meruelous things then quoth Pelcarin:ſure 
the Fairies were very wel learned y deuiſed this enchant- 
ment: wherefoꝛe 3 thinke they haut not ſhut in the dainſel 
there without great occaſion, being aſuredſome Unight 
muſt exploit this atuenture: towarꝭs the which euery one 
pꝛeſuming a little ot humſell may march couragiculy with 
a hope that it is he fo2 whom it hath ben reſerned. Where 
vpon do not wonder if manp fall into this crrorr, ſe ing 


that oz mp part J wil not reiuſe to go, ſoꝛ any thing what⸗ 
ſlocuer map bekall me. Il perabuetiture J die in the renklia, 
Z hall angment only the number of thote who tan net at- 


{ine the purpoſe of their enterpziſes, without receiutng 
any 
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anv'ofh;cr deſhonour thorehp. 

Lpes intreated hun or all leues to foꝛbear the ng, and 
ſo did his U&crs in ſike maner, in the ſwert acquaintance + 
god f:192 of whom he was entred very far already, eſpeci⸗ 
ally ofthe ponger, very faire and courtecus aboue the o⸗ 
ther:but little anailed them al their perſuaſiue reaſons pꝛo 
potinded fo turne him, fo: that Belearin being come —— 
ly ſrain a fax countip, would not foꝛ any thing in the woꝛld 
haue failed to mike lome aſſap of his pꝛoweſſe and valour 
in thai ſo laniotis aduenture. | 

When Lipesſabu him ſo reſolute in his opints,he offred to 
bear himcompany, were it but to ſheb hun the way, which 
tourteſy B lem attepted moſt willingly: by this god oc- 
dcaſion getting to horſebacke the moꝛrow mozning very 
early, they were in the iſle about non, Foꝛ that day pong 
pꝛince pleaſed to reſt hinſelfe a little within a rich tent 
which thꝛe ſquiers had already reared there, who were 
— thether betoze by Lypes ſiſters with neceſlary pꝛouiſtõs 
fo: ſuch a purpoſe ſo fon as they vnderſtwd the reſolution, 

When it grew late, Belcarm went to vew the ille, and be⸗ 
holding the tow? e wherein Celeſtina was, he pꝛaied viito 
God in his mind, to giue him fo muchfozce, that he might 
deliver hoc out of that place, and purchaſe abaue al others 
the hondur to haue happily atchieued ſuch an aduenture. 
So derpely wos his mind occupied in that thought: that of 
all the night her could not put it away, but laid often in 
bimſclte ; 

Ah Belcarin, God foꝛbid thou ſhouldeſt ſuffer thy heart 
to abale it felfe, delay not to plonge thy ſelfe manly inthe 
execution of thizcnterpule, fo2 albeit courage andſtrength 
fit foz ſo wo2thie Þ320weſſe thould faile the, pet ought 
onely to pꝛicke the foꝛward, the renowne/and genero- 
ſitie of thine aunceſtozs, being the ſenne of one of-the 
beſt knights, who is this dap vnder the Zodtake, and ne- 
phew to that great Emperour, with whom none can 
tuer make 3 Thus dilcourſed he in his mind, 
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onercome with; am ourous f uc ie, ti the bees! Re Of dap, 
when he began to arme himſelfe leilrrelv at all points, 
then went he towards the bꝛidge, where tn a little place 
right befo:e the firſt Turret, watted foz him the knight of 
the guard, ſo huge and terte, that although Belcarin were 
hardie and valiant, he was notwithſtanting :omewhat a- 
fram, albcit he ſhewed no ſigne thereof outwardly,but co- 
uering himielfe bzaucly with his ſheild, hardie paſt won⸗ 
der marched on foꝛ ward to enter the bꝛidge, when the gar⸗ 
der, came to debar him, ſaping very p2oudly: Stand backe, 
knight, il pou will not haue the combat agairſt me, foꝛ this 
ſtep I foꝛbid all thoſe that are like yon, Fo2 ndne other end 
am J come hether , quoth Belcarin, but tofight with thæ, 
and to paſſe the bꝛidge , If itbe in my power: with that 
woꝛd he toke him ſuch a rap with his (wozd, that he ſtar- 
ted the fire from his eies vnder his helmet: but the knight 
was quit with him pꝛeſently, fo2 he payd Belcarin two fo2 
one, ſo well ſet on with his club where withhe fought, that 
he taught him the way where he might goe fet the like as 
often as he would. Nenertheleſſe by his dexter ity and (kil. 
in managing his armes, her did beat by afterwards almoſt 
all the reſt ol his blowes, and did reach his enemie ſome 
ſound knocks very often. In this maner continued they a⸗ 
bout th2& houres hacking and hewing one another, till 
Lipes, who commended Belcarin greatly (and much! moze 
then he did befoꝛe ) ſpake aloud a woꝛd of courage, that he 
had neuer in his life ſeene knight, who quitted hunſelle (a 
well, keeping his weapons in his hand. 

Theſe wo2ds did ſo animate and pꝛeucke the courage 
of Belcarm, that perteiuing the knight of the bꝛidge ſome⸗ 
what wearie, he would haue done that which he heard ſap 
Linedes did: but the guard which toda little on the left 
hand, lent him ſuch a villanous polte, which hit him on 


the ſhoulder, that Belcarin was faine to kiſſe the ground 


with one knee, 
Then did the dwarfe ſound bis bone ſo \wetely,that al 
thoſe 


fv 
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T hoſe which heard it, were vertc topfn!! and pleaſed, er⸗ 
cept the Pꝛinte, who felt a great feare and qu king in his 
heart: neuertheleſſe, as aman noting but heart and v2- 
lour, he diiſembled it. Zhe kntabt then rrfFoter to his (02s 
mer ſoꝛce by the ſound of the herne, reaned the atault 
moꝛe ſuriouſlie than bo did at firſt, in the which Beicarin 
behaued himſele alwapes ſo bzau5-y , thit he helde him 


ſhꝛebode tugge: and one thing comfo2ted him abene all o⸗ 


ther, it was, that none ok all the blowes that his enemie 
lighted vpon him, had giuen him a bixTing wound, but did 
onlie bꝛuiſe the ficſh vnder his armour, and therefo2e could 
her fight verie well at his caſe, Th:iſe blewe the watch 
which was aboue at the ſentinell his hoꝛne to foꝛtinie his 
champion to the battell: which continued ſo long that 
in the end Belcarin felt himlelſe a little wearied, by reaſon 
he had not reſted himſelfe all that day. Neuertheleſſe her 


- imagined with himſelke, that ſhe wing no other valour 


then that which he vſed in this ſkirmiſh, in vaine had her 
taken ſo great paine to tome thither : which bee would 
haue counted a great ſhame, tithe Emperour had bene 
aduertiſed thereof, 

Being in this imagination, bis fomacke began to en- 
creaſe in him maruellouſiy, wherefoze he gathered neere 
bis enemie, thinking to lap him along on the ground: but 
the knight ofthe bꝛidge was to warie foꝛ him to be taken 
at that diſaduauntage, foz ſtepping a little aũde, he deliue⸗ 
red him ſo ſound a blowe on his creſt, that he cleſt it in two 
peces, When Belcarin ſaw humſelfe in this daunger, he 
thꝛew with a mightie violence the two peeces at his 
atuexſarie, and by great chaunce hit him ſo full ouer the 


*Hinnes, that the-knight fell backe ward, and turned round 


twice oꝛ thꝛice in the place. . 
Then the Pꝛince ſ&ing that hee might eaſfilie get tho 
b:idge without reſiffance of any, ranne verie ſwiithe to 


the mitdeſt Turret, the gates whereof cloſed at the in⸗ 


fant with lo great unpetuoſitie , that hee ſell ſrom his 
E beighs 


height downe to the ground all amazed, and without any 
feeling at all. 

Now Lip*« who was verie glad to ſ& him runne along 
the bꝛidge, chaunged his toy into ſadneſſe when he percep- 
ned him halle dead, neucrthelefſc lifting him vp betweens 

his armes, with the helpe ofhis two Squires, carried him 

p2cefently vpon his bed: where dilarming him fkratght,and 

ſpꝛinckling A inegar, and cold water on his face, they vſcd 

ſo good remedies that he came quickly to himſelfe againe. 

But he had no ſoner recouered his ſpirits, when he began 

to lament in ſtraunge manner, as well fo2 his miſfoztune 

and diſgrace, as fo2 the murthering blowes which his 

enemie had giuen him, whereofboze witnefſe his armour, 

thzuſt thoꝛow and picrced in manie places. | 

Uhile he thus complained and lamented ſo gricnuon(- 

ly, Lipes begun in moſt courteous manner to comt̃oꝛt him 
againe : Sir, quoth he, be of god cheare, take a god heart 

to paſſe ouer and let ſlip this anguiſh of minde, afſuring 

pour ſelfe without doubt, that it is moꝛe than eight peres 

ſince euer knight came into this Ille, /onelie Linedes ex- 

cepted) who hath wonne ſo great hondur, as pou haue 

done now ; ſo that you haue farre greater cauſe to reioyce, 

than to complaine as pou doe, Alas, my bꝛother, anſwe⸗ 

red Belcarin,a ſozrowfull man may J be, who haue not at⸗ 

chiued mp purpoſe p2etended ; but ſ&ing I ſ& none other 

remedte, J mull take in patience the diſaſter that hath 

| ſo ſhamefullp put me to this fople . Foz of things ſo di- 
1 neliſhly enchaunted, neuer ſucceedeth any god: Accurſed 
[ be the Fairies, with all their infernall charmes and ſozce⸗ 
ries, which make poze wandering Knights ſufferſo many 
miſchiefs and diſeaſes foz their pleaſures, 


1 
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CHAP, 


Celeſkina the Faire, 


CHAP, IIII. 


How Belcarinreſolued to fight with all thoſe who came to 
make ailay in the aduenture of Celeſtina, and how among(l 
others lie made front againſt the marques of Troſle, whom 
he ouercame: and afterward againſt Tiraquel, to whom 
he diſcouered himſelfe. 


Wl lpes toke great paines to cauſe the 
knight Belcarin to be attended with all 
diligence, whileſt be kept his bed; who 
in y meane time was pꝛoiecting a thou- 
ſand new fantaſticall diſcour ſes in his 
2 mind. Hometimes imagining with him 
ſelfe,that hauing not effected this aduenture, he muſt per- 
fozme ſo rare and admirable matters of chiualrie, therby to 
amend and couer this ſhame, Foz this cauſe he purpoſed to 
make ſtap long time in this place, to combat all thoſe who 
ſhould come thither to make their trials inthe aduenture, 
with reſoluttõ that the bꝛaue feats of arms which be ſhould 
exploit there, x whereſocucr elſe he ſhould employ himſelfe 
ab:ode,thould be fo2 lone of Alderine the duke of Pontus 
daughter, who from that time fo ward he purpoſed to loue 
aboue all other in the wo2ld : and if peraduenture he were 
vanquiſhed by any knight, he determined to go inchtinent 
vnto king Florendos court. This defleigne diſcouered he to 
Lipes, who maruelled much thereat, and told him that this 
was no ſmall thing that he did vndertake, becauſe there 
were wont continually to arriue god knights from all 
parts: nenertheles, knowing hun befo2e veriereſolute in 
bis deliberations, he pzocceded with him in this ſoꝛt, Dee 
ing you are fully reſolued thus to doe, I will not fozſake 
pou, but to ſe pour pꝛoweſſe and great chiualrie, which J 
am moft certaine reſteth vnder the derteritie of your per- 
ſon,J offer my ſelffrankely to do pou ſeruice with my lop- 
all companie.Com:nanded mo2eouer incòtinent (foz their 
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greater expeditis)that they ſhould bꝛing him tro his houle, - 


Eg bozſes, 


N 

The del: ble Hiſterie of 
ho2fes, and ermeg. es well offenſine as Tefrnſine, bꝛietlie, 
all manner of p2onfors which were neteſcarie fo2 ſo long 
a time of ſ219:1irning os they hoped to ſpend in this en⸗ 
terpꝛice. 

But fo ſone 7s Belcarin tould endure the trauaile o! 
armes, he failed nat to endoſle them, to be in a readineſſe, it 
per dutture anything chanced in the mean time: t fo it fel 
out that the e rques of T roſſe (who came then to moke 
his 1Tay inth it aduc ture arriued there the ſame day. He 
was abꝛaue and a hirdie min at Armes, and albeit her 
parted from his tauntries wel accompained with knights, 
pages,andgentlem*n,he had neuerthelelle tauſed them to 
ſtay behind, ſhoꝛt cf this place, and towards him he mar⸗ 
ched with one onely ſquire, who boꝛe his launce. 

When Belcarin ſav him come ſo couragicully directy 
ko the bꝛidge, he mounted incontinent on hoꝛſebacke, then 
dꝛe wneere him, ſaving: Gentleman, this wap can you not 
paſſe, befoꝛe you Juſt with me, becauſe J haue cſtabliſhed 
this foꝛ a law, that no knight ſhal h ue battle with him on 
the bꝛidge, who hath not firſt oucrcome me: fo2 a fewe 
dapes paſt my ſtrength hauing failed me in the aſſap of 
this aduenture, J will that no other ſhall accompliſh it, if 
he cannot pꝛeuaile againſt me. This pour raſhnes ſœmeth 


to me verie great (replied the Marques) ſeeing pou enter⸗ 


pꝛiſe to carrie a burthen of ſuch weight: but J belcrue pon 
doe it to depart hence moꝛe aſhamed and diſhonoured vad 
pou haue done heretofoꝛe, Happen what ſhall (m 


Belcarin) then with ſome diſdaine vou mult paſſe thoꝛ⸗ 


mp handes, and take herde of mie, if pou thinke god. The 
Marques had alreadie dꝛawne his (wo2de which was 
the tauſe that in the violent running ef the hoꝛſes they 
— a furious encounter: and hauing both a deſire to 
behaue themſelues bꝛauelie, bzake their Launces 


dobone to their handles , bzuſhing one another with 
their Sheeldes, and ſhouldꝛing ſo flercelie that the Mar- 


ques fell ta- the ground: feeling himſelfe hurt a little 


with 
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vith his fall * his logg, 2012 forth tnfth 
bis ſw zd, with which ho nancy Is! negules COUWCAULH a 
blow on the ribs, that hnemode hunde between glegs: 


but Belcarin who was nine le Apt our e. che ſa dle, d 
ſetting hand to his blade like viſcr ran pon him in agreat 
rage. J!!fo2 thy profit, (ſaith He learneſt thou cuer to vic 
ſuch cowardiſe in combating, foꝛ thoi ſhalt rereaue by and 
by thy deſerued guerdon: then charged him with two ſuch 
deadly blowcs vpon his helmet, that befoꝛe the ſwo2d wes 
from it, the bloud ran downs in the place. The Marques, 
who was actiue and couragious went alwaies eagerly to 
woꝛke, and defended hiinſelfe with a wonderfull ſtomack: 
neuertheles Belcarin wha ſurpaſſed him in valoꝛ and acti- 
nity fetcyt him quickly ſo liuelv about, that the Marques, 
who could not almoſt ſtand befo2e him, did but void the 
ſtrokes : Thich his aduerſary ſpping, laid ſo fiercely vpon 
the edge ofhisſhield,thathe laid him along at his feet, where 
the miſcrable Marques loſt all poſſibility and meane to de⸗ 
fend himſelf: fo2 ſo ſon as he was down Belcarin began to 
batter him cruelly with the pommell ot his ſwoꝛd, ſaping: 
Catif, verld thee nowfo2 vanquiſhed, and ſweare vnto me 
thou wilt neuer ſ&ke to meddle oꝛ make any moꝛe in this 
aduenture, it not, J ſend pꝛeſently thy ſoule to the diuel. In 
god fiith knight anſwered the Marques ,pou haue paſſed 
me ſo far, that J warrant J ſhail acucr paſſe further in it: 
and ol fauour J beſeœch vou to leaue me inthis pittious c- 


Late in the which now J vreld my ſelf at your mercy, Bel- 
5U/trin who heard him ſpeake fo gently, theught he was in 


danger or death: therkoꝛe withoꝛew himſelle a ſide a little 
whilſt the Marques ſquicr a ppꝛoched him, to ſœ in what 
ſtate he was: who when he had quickly raiſed him on his 
feet, bound vp his wounds with a kercheif which he toꝛe in 
peeces,he {ct him faire and ſoſtly on his hoꝛſe which he tok 
at the endofthe carrier. But betoꝛe the Marques departed 
from thence he requeſted Belcarin very amiably to tell him 
who he was, tothe end he might know the name or his 
E10 van⸗ 
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banquiſher : which her graunted him wilfingly, Vo gnoth 
the Margues: true v banc no cane to cvimpiamne no; to 
bee ſoꝛrowſull for my miſhap , ſeing it is by the hand ol ſo 
valiant a umghtethat 4 ſw my ſelke now vanquiched: the 
Marques hauing ſpoken theſe-twozds marched towards the 
place where he had leit his people, from thence toa town 
trom whence he ure nat tu he had retouered his perfect 
cure a health:then te ke his iourny directly into Macedon, 
2 there recounted vihat had happened to him with Bel carin. 

The king Florendos and the queen his wife were very ioi⸗ 
full hearing ſo god e poꝛt of Belcatin:ſsʒ the ſaid, they had 
a nephew ſo called who might very welbe the lame: then 
demanded him what arms he caricd: the Parques onlwe⸗ 
red, græn. As ſure as God lines the ſaid the king, it is none 
other but he: getting a fc w daies ſinte the beſt at the tours 
ney, departed thence ſecretly, fearing tobe diſtouered, 
whereof J am very glad, and con him thanke that he can 
doe ſo well: ſoꝛ that in P2oweſie and chiualrie he ſeketh 
to reſemble king Friſol his father. Great was the ioy that 
the nobles of the court reccined by this ne los, but aboue al 
other was Alderine moſt iouſull, becauſe ſhe had ſet her 
heart, and all her moſt fecret thoughts vpon him, and lo⸗ 
ued him euer day moꝛe ardently then other, fo2the great 
pꝛaiſes ſhe heard were euery where ſpꝛead abꝛoad of his 
ſingular derds of armes: ſo that by the only blaſt of this re⸗ 
nowne many knights departed from that court to goe trie 
themſelnes againſt him, who being all vanquiſht,augmen- 
tedhisfame daily moꝛe and moꝛe. 

But to return to the damſel who purſued to be reuenged 
ot Belcarm fo2 the death of her bzeth2zen, after that ſhe had 
th2& daies ſerued Scrgin very conrteouſly,, (ſeeing him 
on the fourth well amen ded ) The purpoted to depatt his 
companie honeftly , to follow alter her enemie, It fell out 
by foꝛtune, I aquel ſon of duke CEuſtace, who wet to ſœ his 
companion Belcarin euc ry where abꝛoad, arriued the ſame 
gucning in a lodging, wyert ſeit; 8 the Lomſel make ſuch 
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pittious monc{fo2 ſhe could very ſwell play her part at the 
arr iuall of any one was moued at the laſt with pittie and 
tompalſion to pꝛomiſe her his aid, i ſhe ſtod in nerd therof, 
and as he demaunded the cauſe of her lamentation and 
loꝛrow, ſhe made anſwere, how ſhe hauing two bꝛethꝛen 
ſlaine treacherouſly by a diſloial perſon who her father lod⸗ 
ged one night in his Caſtell did put her ſelfe pꝛeſently in 
pur ſute after him, and meeting by the way a courteous 
knight, beſought him to take reuenge of the murtherer 
who had committed that vile act in bꝛiefe, that this valiant 
Gentleman alſo had bene by him dꝛaungeroully woun- 
ded: which cauſed him ſo much the moꝛe to græue and ſoꝛ⸗ 
row at her foꝛtune. Full well knew thc how to woꝛke him 
bp her enticing and ſugred woꝛds, ſo far that Tiraquel pꝛo⸗ 
miſled her once moꝛe his aid: and enquiring what was be⸗ 
come of the wounded knight , quickly could ſhe anſwere, 
Here within,fir,now paſt danger, by the god care we haue 
bad of him, as vou may now wellſe, Then ſhe led him in- 
to Sergins chamber, where ſo ſon as they had ſight ofech o⸗ 
ther. they were p2eſently acquainted , full glad was Ser- 
gin at Þ heart, knowing Tiraquel to be ſo ner him: but Ti- 
raquel was very ſo2rowful + diſpleaſed, ſeeing Sergin in ſo il 
a taking. et he ſwoꝛe both to reuenge him and the damſcl 
alſo, if peraduenture he might meet with the knight who 
had done the maſſacre. And foꝛ as much as ſince his arriual 
he ſaw him better amended by the one half, x to take plea⸗ 
ſure to hear him ſpeake, he told hun how Belcatin t he, were 
both together on one ſelf ſame day knighted by y hãd of the 
emperoꝛ of Conſtantinople: fro whence that Belcarinde- 
parted very ſon afterward vnweeting to al the wozld, x e⸗ 
ſpecially tome(qd.he)who made after p2eſetly toſeke him, 
f could neuer hitherto hear any tidingsofhim. What arms, 
carieth he,qd,Scrgin the:; white, very rich,anſwered Tua- 
quel. That knight, haue I not pet ſcen,faid S ergin again, but 
be may be very well now in Pacedonie at the marriage 
ofthe ian Dewle;which is ther kept mm 
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© ritely then quoth 3 raquel if J were not nol boennd bp 
wp pꝛomiſec to this Damlell, J weuld gor thethet bekoze 
* went ſurther: but my heart ſhall neuer be im rot till 
bane found out the knight who bath bꝛougbt you into 

this bad caſe, | 
That night paſſed they away totfully together, cſpect- 
ally the Damlell was very glad of 1 raqueis pꝛomiſe, fo; 
that he ſeemed to her very hardy and able to delluer her out 
ol all her ſoꝛrowes. The moꝛrow mozning being come, 
both ol them at one inſtant toke their leaue of S ergin to 
take their tourney towards the Ille of Carderic, where 
they arrived vpon a thurſday about none, wſt as Belcarin 
was pꝛauncing and managing his hozſe vp and downe: 
but he hauing diſcouered them lrom a lar, laced his helmet, 
and mounted incontinent vpon a god tour ſer which Lipes 
bad cauſed to be bꝛeught heim befoze from his caſtell: of 
whom and of his ſiſters who came thether to viſit him mas 
ny times, he reciued daily great ſuppoꝛt and pleaſure, As 


ſone as the Damlell law Belcar in on hoꝛſebacke, ſhe knew 


him by his armour : wherefoze loking Iiraquel in face 
with an eie moning him to pity, ſhe encouraged her chains 


pion thus: Sir quoth ſhe, fee there the traitoꝛ that ſic w my 


bꝛethꝛen, whom J belcue, God hath ſtaied here txpꝛeſſiie 
to the end J may bee reuenged of the w2ong hee hath don 
me, | 


Glad was Tiraquel to find him here, that he might vpon 


ſo god quar rel, as he thought, beg in his firſt leats of arms: 


Belcarin who knew him by his herneſe (ſoꝛ that it was of 

the ſame trimming as was his, in which he recetued the 
oꝛder of knighthed at the ſame time with Tiraquel)was no 
leſſe ioiſull to ſee him ſo nerre, -(mogining Utait that her 
tame to ſa ke him out: ncuettheles weed trie him a little 
at the Icuſt, and ſo Fept beſeꝛte bun, ſcoping; Knight you 

cannct paſic ſarther ſeꝛ J guerd this Utaight: S mall ac⸗ 

count wake ol luch ec warts as pen, gueth Tuaquchthat 
murther traitozorfly gentle nen who doc pert honour ſur⸗ 
| mounting 
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mounting farre pour merit, which J will make pou buy as 
dearely by and by. Straight will J ſee that (replied Belca- 
rin) whether it be in pour power to make me confeſſe that 
which J neuer once thought of, much leffe euer commits 
ted. You did fellontouſſie commit the homicide; replicd 
Tiraquel then, and take hede of me vpon luch an occaſion, 
foz I haue a great deſire to make pourepent it: Scant had 
he ended theſe ſpechcs, but they ranne ſull one at another: 
and ſo furious was their meeting, that their Launces flp- 
ing in perces, they daſht each other ſo mightily with their 
ſheldes, that they wounded one another a little, Belcaiin 
he loſt his Stirrops, and Tiraquel went to the ground, but 

that was by his hoꝛſes fault, who being wearie and tired 
by the long wap which he had caried his maſter, who was 
verie coꝛpulent and mightie, was ſoꝛe galled, and had his 

backe bꝛoken at the encounter: pet 'Traquel getting vp 

quickly againe,ſct moſt bꝛauely hand to his \wo2d, crping: 

Alight,knight, oꝛ J will kill thy Ponture. I will alight 

moſt willingly (quoth Belcarin) but it ſhall be to embzace 
pou, foꝛ that J haue no will to fight with pou any longer, 
What, what, quoth I iraquel,there is no ned of triumph: 
fo24f J be fallen from my hoꝛſe, foz that you haue not van⸗ 
quiſhed me. Great delight toke Belcarin, to fœle himſclfe ſo 
cauragiouſly ſpoken vnto by his moſt deare aud ſingular 
friend: neuertheleſſe, willing to ſaund him better yet, he 
alighted ſoꝛthwith, '« came to him directly with his woꝛd 
in his hand, Unight, quoth hee, I ſpaketo pou foz pour 
great god, not withſtanding ( becauſe you will haue it fo) J 
am content to ſee what pon can do with pour ſwozd, Then 
Tir. quel, who thought verily that hee was flowted, in a 
great chafe, hit him two great blowes between the cutraiſe 
and the helmet: but Belcarin had no will to ſtr ike, therſc z 
(to make no hotter ſpozt)he laid do wne incontinent on the 
ground his ſwoꝛd and ſheeld, then came with open armes 
to giue him a ioptull atolade, ſaping: Sp intire friend 1. 


raquel, I haue ere now ſutfticicntly knowue pour valour 
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and p2oweſſe, wherefoꝛe J p2ay you pardon your bꝛother 
Belcarinthe offence he made, in not imparting to you his 
deliberation, when he departed from Conſtantinople: fo: 
I am affured yon go ſeking after him. Nhat, quickly an⸗ 
ſwered Tiraquel, are vou then mp b2other Belcarin? Tru⸗ 
lie the errour which Jhaue now commtitcd, hath berne 
foꝛ that J knew you not, by meanes whereof, ⁊ pꝛay pon 
of all fauour, that vou will caſt down pour helmet, foꝛ that 
the armes which J ſer on pour backe now, haue cauſed in 
me this ouerſight, . 

Then helmets went on both ſides to the ground, and 
theſe two companions manp times embꝛaced each other 
molt lovingly, when Tuaquel in this ſoꝛt ſpake to Belcarm: 
In god faith fir, it cannot by any mean ſink into my head, 
that your heart hath euer conſented to commit ſuch a trea⸗ 
cherous ac, as this damſell hath perſuaded me to beteene, 
Tell me, J pꝛap pou now, began Belcarin, what fellow is 
this: fo2 another knight (whom J ſuppoſe J due, oꝛ at the 
leaſt ſoꝛe wounded / hath already fought with me vpon that 
quarcll ; aFuring pou this damſell ſhould be ſome bad wo⸗ 
man, ſer ing ſhe accufeth me thus w2ongfuily, and ſtaineth 
mine honoꝛ with this dillotaltte, She hath giuen me to vn- 
derſtãd, quoth 1 iraqueſ, how her father hauing greatly ho⸗ 
noured pou in his caſtell, one night that you lodged there, 


and the moꝛrow mo2ning hauing ſent the of his ſonnes 


to accompanie pon on pour wap, hows you ſhould lay two 
of them outright , leauing the third ſoꝛe wounded , Ah, 


' treacherous damſcll, then quoth Belcarin, how maniſfeft a 
lie doe J nowe heate 2 Pp companion, moſt true it is, 


that I ſlept one night in the Caſtell that ſhe ſpeakcth of, 
where J neuer ſaw man, but the Loꝛd of the place, who 
was a ver ie honourable and courteous knight: of whom 
taking inyleaue the mozrow moꝛning all alone, when A 
had ſcant gone little moze then two miles, J founde 
at the ſite ofafo2reſt, the knights all armed, who foꝛced 
me to Juſt againf them, and mp foztune was at the firft 


encoun⸗ 
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encounter to lap one on the ground ſuith my launce:ſvhich 
the other perceining ,, ranne both with great violence vp- 
on me, but J delimered my ſelfe from them as well as J 
might. If they were the ſonnes ofthe Lo2dofthe Ca- 
Fell, that knowe not J, greatly it ſhould diſpleaſe mee if 
they were, fo2 the honour and god entertainement J 
retceyued at his handes, J bel«ne aſſuredly as pou ſap, 
then replied Tiraquel,and this damſell can not be but ſome 
ſhameleſſe and badde woman, who hath decepued mee 
with this lie: But ſhee mate thanke the great gladneſſe 
which hath ſeaſed my ſpirites in ſeeing pou, otherwiſe J 
ſhould chaſtice her ſharpelie, foz her impudencic and craf- 
tie malice, 

She, who heard all theſe ſpeches,and ſaw peace eſta⸗ 
bliched bet werne the two Knights, hauing the verie teares 
ſtanding in her eies, begins to exclaime thus: Oh, moſt 
accurſed and vnkoꝛtunate wꝛetch, ah what colluſion is 
this: Certes, this knight whom IJ bꝛought hithcr,ſcemes 
to me as falſe and diſloial as the other, of whom I ſ&ke re⸗ 
nenge: neverthelee,ſceing he hath circumuented me, and 
ill perfo2med his pꝛomiſe, if J die not ſpeedily , J hope to 
make him repent it, and toſce mp ſelfe reuenged of them 
both. Hauing vttered theſe ſpeeches, ſhee returned the 
ſame wap ſhe came, and the two knights retired into their 
Tents, There Tiraquel recounted to Belcarin, how the 
knight whom the Damſell cauſed firſt to fight againft 
him, vpon this ſuppoſed treaſon, was Sergin, whom bee 
had alſo left in the Chirnrgians hands: whereof Belcarm 
was arieuouſly diſpleaſed, nuch blaming and curſing the 
ſhameleſſe woman, who had induced them both ralſelie to 
beleeue her. Then fo2 his part he diſcourſedto Twaquell, 
all that had happened to him in this aduenture + alſo what 
determination hee had ſet downe againſt all thoſe, who 
ſhould come thither with like intention, foz as much as 
be could not vndoe the inchantment himlelfe, 

Fg. Sy 


8 


4 7 y6 The dl: . ble Hifcrie of 

Vy the faith ofa night, guoth Tiraquel then,your at- 
tempt ſeemeth to me farre greater and moꝛe difficult, than 
the execution of that of the Caſtell wherein the Ladie is 
pꝛiſoner, in the which J haue no minde to make aſſay, ſce- 
ing it cannot by pou bee bꝛought to an end: but well con- 
tent will J be, to kcepe here in your gad companie So 
they dwclt therc together being moſt exquiſitely ſerued of 
all thit was nfceftarie fo2 them, and taking all pleaſure 
that they might beſt deuiſe, they did there paſſe time meri⸗ 
N lp with the daughters of Lipes, who came thither manie 
tunes to viſite them: Albeit, Belcarin found that hee had 
] ſome what to doe, foꝛ that it behoued him to make good a⸗ 
| gainſt ſo great a number of nights, who came thither 
| from all parts to pꝛoue themſelues in the aduenture: be⸗ 
| ſides againſt thoſe whom the damſell conduged thither, to 
reuenge the death of her bꝛethꝛen. But this was aſtrange 
| and admirable cafe,that all the long time that Belcarm ſas 
| . _ fournedthere,neuercame anp knight thither who could 
| go beyond him in chiualrie and pꝛoweſſe: ſo that this re- 
| notume, accompanied with a ſingular and moſt commen⸗ 
dable pꝛaile, ſpꝛead it ſelfe oucr all the kingdome of Made⸗ 
+ don, and moꝛeouer in the empire of Greece, During which 

1 painefullererciſe that he continued without intermiſſion, 
1 the delicious liſe which by their induſt rie they ſtudied to 
pꝛouide, was verie necefſarie fo2 him in that plate, ſoʒ that 
U it did diminiſh much the ſoꝛrowe and trauaile that he en⸗ 
ö dured. Wherein wee will leaue him a little to recreate 
g his ſpirites, to ſpeake ofthe god Knight Marcomyt, ſonne 


N. of the Emperour Cleodomyr, and of the Zune al 
Tarſus, 


CHAP. 
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How M :rcomyr h. wing knowledge he was rhe Emperour 
Cleodomyr ſon cauſed humſelſ tobe e knighre ed, thlen demã- 
ded licenſe oftheq reene his muthet, tu goſee lum in Con- 
ſtantinople, which he very hardly cbrained, and of that 
wluch fortuned therevpon. 


> => He Quckne of Tarſus cauſed with 
Va greatcare to be bꝛought vp Marco- 
myr her ſonne, whom ſhe had by the 
mn mperour Cle: domyr at that time, 
a when following the exerciſe ofarms 
N Fo be arrived in the Cittie of Alfarin 
IS ſcitnate in the kingdome of Paſme- 
fie, as vou haue read amply in his 
hiſtoꝛie,. This child was of fogoda nature, that the queen 
and all thoſe of the kingdome held themlelues very well 
_ pleaſed, becauſe the mo2e he grew in toꝛpulence, ſo much 
the moꝛe he ſhewed himſelfe vertnous, and to deſcend of 
roiall and illuſtrious bloud: ſo that to put him out of allde- 
ſire euer to goe ſ& his father, (fearing he would haue a will 
to make himſelfe a Chꝛiſt ian) they would neuer tell him ot 
whom he was engendꝛed. But to the end he ſhould bee 
hꝛought vp and well inſtructed, as did the Heroical gener⸗ 
ouſnes of ſo high and great a pꝛinte requite, the queen com- 
mitted the charge and gonernement of him to a bꝛother of 
the defunc king of Tarfusher huſband, a knight both very 
valiant and wiſe : of whom he was ſo vertuouſly inſtru⸗ 
ced in litterature, that his naturall enclination his faſhi⸗ 
on ot life, and god manners did appeare euery dap moꝛe 
then other molt commendable, whereby he was excee⸗ 
dingly made ol, and reuerenced by his friends, eſpecially 
becauſe they ſaw a wiſe diſcretion in him, to pꝛefer mercie 
befoze rigour :foz he take great pleaſure to doe any fauoz 
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oꝛ charitable act to thoſe who did require him. Neuerthe- 
les if he appeared courteous and louing towards the god, 
ſo contrariwiſe he ſhewed Himnſeife bitter and ſcucre a- 
gainſt the wicked, ſo that by reaſon ol his mernellous wil⸗ 
dome and natural care he had in god things, from his ve⸗ 


= infancy and tender age he would vnderſtand the mana⸗ 


ging of the affairs of the kingdome: wherin, within a little 
while (his ſpirit being marucllous apt to be taught, + capa⸗ 
ble of all god things / he oꝛdꝛed himſelfſo wel, & was lo god 
a politician in his gouernment, that the queen began to lay 
vpon him the gouernment of the whole eſtate. If he enri⸗ 
chedhimſelfe by little and little in the perfection of all ver⸗ 
tues , there wanted not in him the bloſome of a liuelp 
beautie ok his bodie: wherein were all comely graces ſo 
excellent well beſtowed in euerp part, with the which 


he coudd ſo well behaue himſelfe with all temperance and 


modeſty towards al bꝛaue knights, who hearing his pꝛai⸗ 


ſes publiſhed thoꝛow al the marches of Tarſus boꝛdering 


round about, came of their owne accoꝛd to offer him theix 
ſeruice. 

So that the court was quickly ful, when ona dap befo2ze 
be was armed knight (foꝛ in truth beũde the roiall nature 
which he bꝛought with him from his mothers wombe, ac⸗ 
coꝛding to the aſpect and celeſt iall influence of his conſtel⸗ 
lation he was boꝛn and naturally enclined to armes) there 


came to ſit down vpon abench in a walking place within 


a baſe court of his pallace, an old w2inckledand decrepit 
woman, ſo ragged and tozne that ſhe ſhewed her bare 
illfanoured flech in many places : trembling ſo ſoze, that it 
ſeemed her ſoul would ſtrait depart out of her body, Wher- 
at thoſe who went vp 4 down there within beganto won⸗ 
der, yet had ſome compaſſion onthe poze-w2etch , and as 
Marcomyr came fo2th of his chamber, he ſaw her in this 
miſerable eſtate, and beheld her a god while, ſapingnota 
wo2de , and without any ſpeech went pꝛeſently from the 
place to ſit downe to dinner. Afterward purpoüng to goa⸗ 


bꝛoad 
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b:02d ſome where to diſpoꝛt himſelle he found her ſitting 
in the lame place where he ſaw her beſoꝛe: by reaſon 
whereof, he begins to ſap to one of his coſins, named 
Ozalias, ſonne of his ouncile and gouernour: Cannot 
wee know who is that god old woman which pon ſ& lea- 
ning vpon that ſtone ſeate there. Then Oꝛzalias, to vnder- 
ſtand the matter truely, came nere this old beldame 
to demaund her who ſhee was, and whether ſhe would 
baue anp thing that was within the houſe . But the im⸗ 
pudent old trot , anſwering not a wo2d , loked vpon him 
with a quay loke, and then turned her backe to him: 
whereat Ozalias diſdaining, kickt her ſo god a thumpe 
with his kat, that her made her fall from her ſeate to the 
ground. 

At this godly ſpedacle, Marcomyr began to laugh 
a god, and all the Barons and Robles with him, 
but their laughter turned into a ſuddaine admiratt- 
on: fo; ſo ſone as this ould mother was riſen vp a- 
gaine, ſhee ſemed ſo great andougly., that ſhe made 
them all wonder who had beheld her ſo little befoze. 
Then ſhe turned her ſelife all in a rage towards the 
Pꝛince, taking him vp ſharply thus: 
Ha Marconyr, ſure thou wilt neuer reſemble the 

Emperour of Conſtantinople thy father, who is as 

meeld and affable tothe poꝛeſt and leaſt, as to the grea⸗ 
teſt loꝛds, and other perſons of higher qualitie ! What a⸗ 
natle haſt thou gotten to reioice at the iniurie which J 
haue receiued of thy gentleman 2 J pꝛay the great Po- 
nargue Cupido(quoth the, holding vp her hands to hea- 
- uen) that he wound thy heart cruelly with the loue of 
faire Celeſtina, and ſuffer thee neuer to leaue thinking 
on her, that thou maieſf leaue oft this daintie and 
peaceable life which thou now leadeſt , to chaunge it 
fo2 that wherein men endure moſt paines and tra⸗ 
nels, Do did a god while ſince thy father koz the 
Pꝛinceſſe Polmard, whom he loued ſo perfealy , — 
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with all his beſt foꝛce and dexterity of bod ie he attempted 
to win the roialtie that foꝛtune pꝛepareth foꝛ her deareſt 
fauourits,vpon the which he is now ſeated, enioping a far 
greater felicity then any other Pꝛince dwelling vnder cur 
hemiſpheare. Foꝛſake then theſe court delights in which 
thy mother ſeketh to dꝛowne ther, begin to manage armes 
a little, which ſhall eternize thy name, and make the ho- 
nour which thou ſhalt purchaſe immoꝛtall: fo2 this is thy 


great ſhame (being ſonne to ſo rare and inutncible.a 


knight ) not to aſpire by this mean to imitate him and trace 
in his labourious ſteps. Then, when I ſhallbchold the vp 
to the eares in thine amourous paſſions, languilhing and 
toꝛmenting thy ſelfe out of ineaſure, I will thinke my ſelfe 
reuenged ofthe wꝛong and diſhonoz that thou haſt ſuſtered 
me to ſuſtaine in thy pꝛeſence. 

The old woman had no ſoner ended theſe ſpeeches to 
Marcornyr (whom from that tune fo: ward, ſh& dubbed 
knight of the oꝛder of Cupid, who is to carrie ſoꝛ enſigne 
A wovunded heart pierced with an arrow) ſhe vaniſhed 
out of ſight incontinent, whereat they were all ſoze affea- 


red which beheld her: euen the Pꝛince himſclfſe who re⸗ 


mained foꝛ a while after amazed as though he had ben in a 
traunce ; and thinking vpon that which the old beldame 
had ſaid to him, he felt his heart ſo traubled and ficred foz 
the loue of her whom es pet he knew not, that he was 
kame to burſt foꝛth into theſe tomplaints: Alas, who may 
that lady be, with whoſe loue by the only rebuke of this old 
woman J fele my ſelf already ſo rauiſhed: Surely, if her 
ſpeeches be not coloured, oꝛ to fat from any truth, that J 
am the Emperour of Conſtantinoples ſonne, it behoueth 
me to aa ſome thinges by which J map be wdged to re- 
ſemble him. 

Peane time his ſpirit was thus occupied in this diuer⸗ 


utie ol thoughts, and that none durſt be ſo hardie as to di⸗ 


ſturbe him, Ozalias went to the queens chamber, where he 
retounted to her all this whole diſcourſe, wbercat ſhe was 


greatly 


eleStina [Be Faire. 


greatly di;pleaſed : and immebiatly tame info the pzeſcnce 
to? thither they ſaid her ſonne had withd2awne kimſe{*be- 
ſoꝛe: who perceiuing his mother comming towards hun, 
came beſoꝛe her with a very ſad countenance, and greatly 
perplexed, as he was. She toke him then by the hand, and 
cauſing him to fit Towne by her, thus ſe beginncth: Son, 
JI know not what ſolli's, it ſemeth , this old doting wo⸗ 
man hath ow put into pour head, ceaſe J pꝛay pouto be- 
laue them, and IJ will tell pou the verie truth. 
adam, anſwered Marcomyr, J am furc pou will not 
hide itfrom mee in ante thing, notwithſtand ing, J mars 
nel! much you have hitherto concealed ſrain me the degree 
of my gencalogie: foz the Emperour Cleodomyr,being ſo 
bꝛaue aud wezthie a knight as he is accountedof thꝛough⸗ 
out the wozld, J could haue had none occaſion of diſdain to 
be his ſonnc,,and pou leſſe to haue told it me. Therefoze A 
pꝛay vou moſt hunibly, reſolne me this doubt and ſcruple 
which J haue in mp minde:to the endifit beſo, J map em⸗ 
ploy my bet endeuours to make the bud iſſucdfrom ſo no- 
ble and vertuous a bzaunch, bloſſom fo2th and flouriſh the 
better, And feare pou not foz his ſake, J ſhould euer fozſake 
pon, fo2 it were impoſſible fo2 me to leaue the law, after 
which J haue ſo long time liued,foz any ſtrange law what 
lo euer it might be. 
Alas, my ſonne, quoth the Qutene, interrupting him, 
I p:ap the guts to inſpire vou, and to direa ſo well pour 
deſſeigns, that pou fully accompliſh what you pꝛomiſe me: 
fo: the onelie feare I haue to loſe you, hath made me k pe 
cloſe til this pꝛeſent honre, that which you deſire ſo much to 
know: But ſ&ing pour earcs haue bene tickled with that 
which J can no longer diffemble , aſſure your ſelfe, my 
ſonne, what the old Beldame tolde pou is moſt true, Then 
recounted the to him the whole ſtoꝛie: how ſhee, to haue 
{Cue of ſome excellent and woꝛthie knight(imitating Tha- 
leſtria Queene of the Amazonians, who ſoz uke occasions 
did actzuaiut hir ſelfe with the valiant king Alexander) = 
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by the tonnſel of a wife Magitian, amouronfly deteiue the 


empero2 Cleodomyr : in concluſion ſhet beſought him not 
to leaue her while ſt te liued: fa: that being depziued and 
baniſhed from his vꝛelence. 1 could not line one Houre, 
Great matters are theſe which you tell me, quoth the 
pong pꝛince, the Cuipero? then knoweth not that he hath 
had any child zen by von: No ſarcly, replied the Queene, 
noꝛ would J he thould fo2 any thing in the woꝛld. That 
ran not be long ſo, quoth VMaircomyr, foꝛ nds muſt J one 
day goe to ſ& him: but belceue me, adam, I Hall not be 
long alva, ſoꝛ thit } haue lully determined neuer to leaue 
vou, noꝛ to abandon by my will the kingdome, that God 
hath giuen me to gouerne. Thus communed together 


of many things the mother and the ſon, who tromthence . 


foꝛwarde ſhewed himſelke to his vaſſals verie pleaſant, 
and well pleaſed in mind: ſo that reloluing ſperdilp to bee 
knighted, he cauſed to be made koꝛ himſelfe an armour per- 
fect red, and another white foꝛ Ozalias, whom he loued as 
bis bꝛother. And after they had watched in the chappell, 
they had both the ſwoꝛd girded to them, and the long ſpur 

put on bythe father of Oz alis, who was one of the beſt 
knights in alltho7e countries. Hauing then both of them 
rect iued of him the actollado, oꝛder was giuen ſoꝛ the ſo⸗ 
mniſing of a great feaſt fo2 y lune effea. During which 
tea, Marcomyr beſtowed many rich pzeſents vpon diuers. 
But hee could neuer foꝛget Celeſtina, no2-put out of his 
mind the woꝛds of the old beldame, fo2 that he had them ſo 
liuely impꝛinted therein, that they toꝛmented him moꝛe 
than might do any moꝛtall martirdome. TWherfoze he con⸗ 
cluded to palle into Greece,to the end to viſit the Emperoz 
his father,and to learne ſome newes of this ladie, foꝛ well 
deemed hee, not withoutcauſe, had the enchauntrege vſcd 
ſuch vile ſpercheato him: ſo that one dap after dinner fin- 
ding the Queene his mother at conuenient leiſure,andina 
place fit fo2 the purpoſe :1n very modeſt ſo2t hee kiſſed her 
checke. And as manp diſcourſes had palſedbetweene them, 


Mucouyr 


Celeftina the Faire, 


Marcomy T beſoright her humvlp, ſhe would grant him one 
bone: which the £ Queene, who loited him as dearly as her 
owne perſon (little deming his affenton would carry hum 
to that which he had already de ſeigned) willinglydid grant 
him, F would madame guoth he then, vou take no diſplea- 
ſure, if Z make ſhoꝛtly a voyage to C "cn{tantinople , to ſer 
the emperoꝛ my father, the bꝛaue knights of his court:foʒ 
I fel dayly augment in me the deſire, which euer ſince you 
aſſured me to be his ſon, commeth euery houre into mine 
imagination: but J pꝛonuſc! yon by the inuiolable ⁊ ſincere 
faith which the child aboue all things oweth the mother, to 
returne with as great ſpeed, as ſhall be poſſible, 


Alas, my ſonne, cr ied out the Qucene, and ſighed, vour 


woꝛdes haue ſo larre wounded and pierced my heart, that 
J be hold plainlie Atropos alreadie cutting ott᷑ the thꝛead of 
my ſozrowfual life: pet it to auoid the extremitie into which 
I ſee my ſelfe now reduced, J feared alwaies to manifeſt 
to vou mp ruine, ſeeing I cannot now pꝛeuent it, noꝛ lvith 
honeſtie dente, that whereunto J haue ſo raſhlie conſen⸗ 
ted, it is god reaſon J ſnffer patiently my miſfo2tune, 
One onely thing J will entreate pou, if maternall zeale, 
and loue, map ſo farre moue pou to haue compaſſion on 
mee) it would pleaſe you to rtturne with all ſpecde poſ- 


ſible to the place of your natiuitie: to the ende once be⸗ 


foze I die, that theſe mine epes beholding vou, my ſoule 
mate paſſe with better comfozt into the other wozlde, 
The Gods fo2bid (replied Marcomyr) I ſhould contrarie 
the leaſt of your commaundements, 02 in anie wile fru- 
ſtrate the god hope which you may concepue of my re- 
turne, 
My deare child, then quoth the Queene, ſeeng you vn⸗ 
dertake ſo farre a voiage, J ſhould aduice that you accom- 
panie pour ſclfe with ſome number of knights, ta the end 
the Emperour may entertaine pou with greater ho- 
nour, Padame , anſweredhe, J am certaine, my Lo2d 
the Emperout will eſteeme nothing the moze of me, loz 
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ſeeing me well accompanied, becauſe he ſhall well know A 


am king ol T har ſus, wherein canfiffeth not the true point 


of mine honour neither, but rather in the continuall tra⸗ 
neis, which I hope hercafter ta endure in faire feates of 
armes, which J hope he ſhall heare reicund of me th2ough 
the woꝛld. Foꝛ, (as pot! are net ignoꝛant) the time hath 
ben when he himſelle hath gone alone thoꝛolu the world, 
by his magnanimious courage, expoſing himſelfe to thou⸗ 
ſandes of maruellous aduentures, Which are at this day 
blowne ebꝛoad of hun: and netierthelcs, the diuine godnes 
bath alwapes p:cſcrued him from death in all the perils 
that euer he was in, and as well as hee a number moze of 
other renowmedpzinces. What aduenture can a man 
name moe hazardous than that of ln the Argonaut, 
when he wen the golden ſlerce in the Iſie of Colchos?: Oz 
that of Theſcus the gallant champion, when hee vangut- 
hed the Minoraur tn the Laby;uith of Crete 2 and pct the 
gots deliuered their: both from all daunger. Truelp in nip 
time J haue ſometuncs Lcheld (hips wing poze ecuppage 
ſingling in the dpe lea in grest toꝛtune of weather and 
ſtoꝛme, who in the end haue ar tied rich, and cat anker in 
the fafe hauen. Pony others e T lin alla wos it inl 
ſail nauigating in acalme ca, !oncable tun ot wil, 
who hane-after word Lon tet agenda nter the 
ſhoze ſide, and in the hauens mouth: J hond not thenfeare 
to commit my ſelt te the perilo? the ſea 4 fuztrine, ſæing wo 
are all pꝛedeſtinate.CTherfeze houc J determined to carry 
along with me no moꝛe companic but Oralias, one ly two 


ſquires, as ſimple gentlemen, Deſiring to pꝛoue my ſelſe a- 


gainſt y knights of Europe, befoꝛe the emperoꝛ know me. 

The Queene relſolued to ſtriue no longer againſt the 
determinatid her len had ſetretiy tõcluded in his mind, but 
rather endeugʒed to ſhe w him the faireſt countenance, al⸗ 
though her (czowiul hart did hardly conſent therto. Wher- 
foze Marcomyr on a day cauſing all v pꝛincipal ot his king⸗ 
dom to afſemble togither, declared to the his lull intention, 


with 


Celeſtina the Faire. 


with crp2eſſe commandement that none of them ſhould 
tranſgreſſe the oꝛdinance and will of his mother noꝛ of his 
o mcle, whom he le ſt behind him foꝛ gonernour and lieute⸗ 
nant general! oucr all the pꝛouince in his abſence, Allof 
them were very loꝛry fo ſo ſuddaine a departure, but ſe⸗ 
ing they could not ſkay him, they all pꝛomiſed with one 
accozd, to accompliſh all that which he had giuen them in 
charge to do: wiſhing him all in their hearts a pꝛoſperous 
and happie voiage. 

Then the quene retired her ſelſt into her cloſet, where 
her hand imitating the olfice of her tongue, ſhe couched 
quickly in w2ttinga letter direaed to the Emprronr, with 
which letter ſhe was to (end a ring like vato one which 
He pꝛeſented hin, when the was inthe countries of Aſia ; 
to the end by means of this rug, YL ircomyr ſhould be the 
ſoncrrecognilhed of him: whilſt theſe things were in do⸗ 
ing there was rigen g 1 vcr; tall chip, thozowlp equipped 
with all ſtoꝛe of ndurii hing viduals, and whatſoeucr els 
was neceſſaric fo2 o long i 53tage)ge twke his congte ho⸗ 
neſtly of all his vailals,and {@743t after of the Qutene bis 
mother who lelt agreat yrartozeaking at this departure: 
then came the v cap into the hauen, with the ring and 
letici thoſe tengur euſucth: 


T he quecne of Turſas letter to the Empe. 
— Four Cleodomyr 


The Superſcription was this: 


To the moſt illuſtrious and generous Cleodomyr, Emperour 
of Conſtantinople, the molt loiall of louzrs, the moſt ac- 
compliſhed of knights, and the molt high of princes wio 
inhabite the Centerofthe world, the queene of Tarſus his 
entire and perpetuall louer, kiſſing the hands of his Impeti- 
all maieſtie, ſendeth ſalutation. | 


JF the heauens had ben in my behalfe ſo happy andlibe- 


rall diſtributours of the giits and perfections requiſite tg 
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an actompliched ladie, as loꝛtune was to me afterward fa⸗ 
vourable and gem'e, adoꝛning my head with the roiall 
crown of Tarſus, 4 had neuer had no recourſe to charms 
noꝛ Magicke my deare louer and moſt foꝛtunate Pꝛince) 
when J ſought to haue your acquaintaunce in the kings 
dome of Patmeric , But ſoꝛ as much as with the neuer ſo 
little of theſe ſo highly eſtermed graces or nature as J poſ⸗ 
ſeſle, the fatalldeſtinies made me bow to pour loue, after 
J ſaw pou in the towne of Alfzrin, my fozmer vertue 
could not ſo pꝛeuaile againſt the ardent deſire which the 
renowne of pour pꝛaiſe had beioze linely umpꝛinted 
in my ſpirit , but mp chaſtitie in the end tere remained 


without recouerie defiled. Neuertheleſſe I ncuer accoun⸗ 


ted that any diſaſter noꝛ miſhap in my behalke, ſceing the 
celeſtiall bodies were ſo mercifull as they ſuffered to de⸗ 
riue of that ad Marcomyr our tommon ſonne: to whom 
albeit J had euer concealed pou: were his father, ne⸗ 
uertheleſle d Deuine Oracle not long ſince he hath beene 
aduertiſed thereof, and ſince hath ſo tunninglie w2ought 


his matters that he hath conſtrained me (not without 


mine extreame griefe and vtter miſtruſt ener to ſœ him 
againe)to giue him leaue to go to viſit pou, Wherevata 
verie hardlie had J condeſcended, were it not the confi- 
dence J haue that you will ſend him me againe, ſo ſone 
as you ſhall haue ſ&ne and recogniſhed him koꝛ pour 
ſonne. And of this accident J allured my ſelfe pou would 


not be diſpleaſed, if you conſider how you haue aided to 


bꝛing into this world a young man, the beginning of 
whoſe towardneſfc, god manners, and honeft behauionrs 
doth p2glage hope of his laudable and future valiauncie. 
I ſend you hun then thus accompanied onely with one 
of his coſins,fo2 that herein ſuch was his aduiſe, ſhewing 
me in all reſolute ſoꝛt, how when pou trauclicd the 
wozld, it was fc2 the moſt part alone, and as a ſimple 
wandcring knight, And to the cr'> yer; make no doubt to 
recognich him toꝛ pour ſonne (behets the comic aures, 


that 


eleftina the Faire. 


that his Phiſiognomie, pꝛopoꝛtion of members, and the 

zoper hew of his b!oud may naturally enfoꝛme pou) A 
ſend you by him a ring like vnto that which J gaue you 
the very day you departed from the towne of Alfarin 
mine Admirall , in which the night going befoze pon 
begate this child of me ; the which if you compare toge⸗ 
ther , vou ſhal find the woꝛds J ſpake to pou(in taking 
leaue one of another) not to haue berne vaine no2 lying. 
Pꝛaping pou once mo2e by the honour and reuerence 
of the firme and loiall amitie which you haue alwaies 
had in ſo-great and ſingular accompt towards the on- 
ly miſtr eſſe of pour heart, 0 would pleaſe you to ſende 
our ſonne backe againe to vs as ſone as map bee : To 
the end we map paſſe together toifullie the reft of this 
ſhoꝛt life, where with it ſhall pleaſe our Gods to en- 
rich vs with hereaſter in this baſe region wherein wee 
liue. 


T he moſt humble of your loners; 
Thequeeneof Tarſus. 


CHAP. VI. 


How Marcomyr was by tempeſt of weather, drinen into the 
ile of Delphos, where after he had vnderitood of the ad- 
uenture of the temple, he determined to tab haibot: ho 
after ward he vanquiſhed the ſon oftlie giant Baledon wha 
kept this ille then by force. 


O fone as Marcomyr was come fo the hauen 
<FYIwherehe ſhould embarke, with many iewels,and 
x many other thingsneceſſarie foz ſuch a voiage, 
he was the fourth man who went abozd. And 
, cauſing 
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canfing themes ſet ſaile, commanded his pilots to fare to⸗ 
wards the coofts of Thꝛace, where he had hope tolearns 

ſome newes of Celeſlin her toꝛ whoſe pet couid not he teil 

an cauſe)he felt his bart veſoꝛe cruelly woũded, x plonged 

in a moſt paſſionat agci y. cant hab he put out kro ſhoze, 

when began to blow a contrary law or wind, which altred 

bis courſe pretended fo2 Conſtantinople: (c2 there fell ſg 

terrible a ſtoꝛm, that he abode thꝛe daies ant thee nights 

5 floating among the waucs, Where his marriners them⸗ 

ſelnes knew not on what: -oaft they were, At laſt the tems 

a peſt being craſtd, he commounted the maiſt er to call tho, 
F plummet to the bettome ofthe ſea, to know in What tcun⸗ 

f trie they were. He knew ſtrait they were ſatling in Eu⸗ 
1 


Ur 
* 

! 

| 


rope and in the Med iteranean ſea,verp ncer the ide or l- 
phos, by meanes whereof Nlarcomyr purpoled to mae in 

with the iland to relreſh himſelfe a little. | 
But into this iſland were the Pagans went to come 
| veryoſten in ancient time to viſit thetemple of Apollo, and 
to tonſult w his Oracle: wherein at this time was Lozd a 
giant called Baledõ, the meſt cruel! à greateſt ty2ant who 
then lined in all the the parts of the woꝛld. This giant 
who had a ſon no leſle valerous in armes then humſelke, al⸗ 
ter by fo2ce he had ceized this iſle, cauſed a ſtrong caſtell to 
be built vpen a little —— whith reached fat into 
4 the ſea, where it was diuided into two maine rockes hid- 
' den within the waues. And weuld not permit anp other 
poꝛt in all the iſle but that, which he appointed betlocne 
theſe two rockts, at the end and ertrenutie of either wher⸗ 
of he cemmaunded to make faſt a great chaine of p2cn ta 
run a croſit, which lay commonlp very low within the wa⸗ 
ter: But when any ve dell was come in to come to en In⸗ 
ker in the hauen, two me who wacthed fo2 the pur Bol © Ap⸗ 

| . onthe top ef atowee rare hand, dio horſe it vp in (tic!; 22k, 

| that he might not put out agatac withont the gos wil of 
the giant. Who pillaged in this mar ner, amd grratlydo⸗ 
| maged all thoſe wh? arrined there: and if pcrabuenture 


| be 
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de found any knight that did reſi oꝛ would not obey his 
will, he ouercame them by foꝛce of armes, and then com⸗ 
manded to thꝛuſt them into a ſtinking and darke p2iſon, 
The marchants and others traffaking by ſea, ſpoiled cf 
all they caricd, he cauſed them cruelly to be put to death: fo 
that all who had notiſe of this tyꝛannie, did ſhun this road 
as a daungerous quickſand 02 gulf, In this Ille was there 
moꝛeouer a greater aduenture:foꝛ in the time of the Sen⸗ 
tiles there was a rich pꝛieſt, a great agitian, and a ſear⸗ 
cher out of ſecret things, high pꝛieſt ofthe ſancuarie cf the 
Temple, and beſide chief of the Economicall and political 
gouernment If this pꝛouince: who haning one verp faire 
daughter, chaſt and adoꝛned with all vertues requiſit in a 
virgin, did conſecrat her to the ſcruice ofthe Ozacle. It fell 
out the duke of Fera, a verie comly and gallant pong gen⸗ 
tleman, fell in loue with her, onely by repoꝛt hee heard of 
her: foꝛ he had manie times heard tell, that in beautie and 
comelineſſe ſhee did excell the moſt pꝛopereſt of all thoſe 
parts : therfoze did he ſend to the pꝛelate ts demand her foz 
his wife, but many times as he ſent, he had his laboz foz his 
trauell, becauſe her father would neuer be farre from her, 
And cuen as the meſſenger which is ſent twice oz th2ice 
into one place to obtaiie ſomething of a man, would ſaine 
haue, ſcketh by all meanes poſſible to ſatiſſie his deſixre 
who requcſtcth it, rather to auoide the paine and ſhame to 
be alwaics talking about the matter, then foꝛ any zeale x 
god deuotion which he hath towards hum: cuen ſo fell it 
out with the bearer of this embaſſage: be ing vexed to goe 
and come lo often without doing any god, d id bꝛing at lat 
to paſſe, that he talked one day with the maiden, whom hee 
gaue ſoſwete a leſſon, and ſet ſuch a gloſſe vpon his rea- 
ſons to make a pꝛiuie marriage, that the was rauiſhed in 
loue ofthe Duke, and pꝛomiſed him, if his maſter weuld 
come ta take her away ſecretly from her fathers houſe, ſhe 
would go willingly with him. 


The duke vaterſtanding this cmbaNage made halt pꝛe⸗ 
| b ſentip 


| 
| 


CT"L1.< 2 , 
The deleffable Hiſtorie of 
lently to the ille, where being arriued, he aduertiſed the 
Damſell, who ſent him woꝛd backe he ſhould goe ſtay fo 
her in acertaine place nere her fathers pallace,wherc ſhe 
would not miſe to mert him, ſo (one as his people ſhould 
be allepe , But the pꝛeiſt who by meanes of his Pagtcke 
had pꝛeuented all theſe pzaciſes,knowing the placs where 
the loꝛd of Fera attended fo2 his daughter, cauſed from the 
mountaine to deſcend two fierce lions enchaunted; Theſe 
cruell beaſts ruſhing in with a bdeous roaring vpon the 
miſcrable Duke (who by no meane knew how to pꝛeuent 
ſuch ambuſkavoes ) began to fawne on him in pittifull 
manner: meane while this young pꝛince loſing at that in- 
ffant all power to deſend himſelle againſt the rage and fu⸗ 
rie of theſe infernall beaſtes, was quickly toʒne in pieces. 
Which his Squier beholding (to pittiiull and lamenta⸗ 
ble a ſpedacle) who was come alone to accompanie him, 


exclaimed with ſuch a fearefull crie, as the Damſell who 


had her eares moſt attentiue to liſten, heard it eaſely, ſo 
alſo did ſome other of the houſe, who running foꝛth with 


burning toꝛches to know what was the matter, found 


the Duke alreadie dead: Whereof the maiden being ads 


uertiſed, ſhe ran out of the pallace as a body poſſeſſed with 


a ſpixit oꝛ mad, to goc to finilh vp the ſacrifice, o vnſuffe- 
rable was the griefe and ſozrow ſhe had to ſ&hber future 
ſpouſe lie ſo cruelly maſſacred,that taking his verpſwozd, 
ſet the pomunell againſt the ground and the point right 
vnder her bꝛeaſt: then caſt zer ſelfe with a great ſtreſſe of 
bodie vpon it, thinking to pierce right vpon her heatt, to 
Which ſhe would not giue one one ly moment of life after 
the death of her loner; Foz all that ſhe was fruſtrate ol her 
attempt, foz the ſwozd paſſing thozow the right ſide , ſhe 
felt vpon the dead bodie, t ill full of life, where making mas. 
ny complaints with ſighes and ſobs as faſt as one could 
follow another, ſhe wzot with ber owne bloud vpon a pa⸗ 
per which ſhe found in her boſome, twelve lamentable 


verſes in fozme of an Epitaph, To the which knowing 
| _ 
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mc dzew nere, th@ adtolned onely thefe lat 
8. 

N it be ſo( O choice paragon of courteſte) thatfoz my 
fake pou dans endured the chipwꝛacke ofthis liſe, ibhon!d 
de fo; euer to m to great a remourſe of conſcience, if the 
kerp houre J had not done as much to make the expiation 
of pour funerals ſo much the moze accompliſhed. And to 
the end mp father may know the moze then ſodaiue rafhs 
neſſe of his counſaile, J wil now leaue him ſuch relies, he 
ſhall hane certame teſfimonte thereof, Wherein foz that 
dis repentance ſhall come tw late, Jpzay him in recom 
pence,to burie our t\vo bodies togither in one tembe,coms 
manding fs2 a perpetuall me moꝛie of our ſozrowtul trages 
die, this Epitaph to be engrauen ouer us: — 


Ceaſe weeping, tears for his death be not ſotie, 
Whoſe fame tor euet ſhall ſuruiue in glorie. 
Deteſt his ſtony diamantine heart, 
Who cauſ d lis only daughters deadly ſanart, 
O furious planet! O thou fare! 
What cruell miſcheife could ye meditate 
More inhumaine, then bodies twaine to kill, 
Ah I nuſtake !ſurely it is none ill: 
For death which all liuing creatures ſeaſeth, 
Our louing bodies of all anguiſhcaſerh, 
And link es our ſoul es in perfect knors of loue, 
Which did on earth ſuch bittet ſorrows proue. 


Haning witten this Epttapb, ſhe paid the humane tri⸗ 
date vnto nature, foz neuer afterward her paſſible bodte, 
receiued any motion of the vitall ſpirits, and it is nofa- 
ble to die of loue-ſfickneſe, if with the auncient hiſfozies 
we will conferre a million of moderne and late wzb- 
ters. But to returne to the highpzieſt , when he 
heard that dis daughter was ranne towards that cla- 
mour „ de followed her incontinent „ foz feare 

Þy leaſt 
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leaſt ſh& ſhould make awaſe her ſelfe, and finding her al- 
readie dead, with her Epitaph es yet in her hand: hes 
was in great daunger to haue made the third perſon in 
this pitiful tragedie. So vehement was the anguiſh which 
ſeaſed his ſozrowfull ſoule, that he remained long time 
without ſpeaking worde, ag a man foꝛzloꝛne: and ſure the 
ſoꝛrow and indignation that he endured, had made him die 
in the place, il foꝛ all comfozt he had not bꝛoken his ſilence 
with an imperfect ſperch in this ſoꝛt. 

Alas, miſerable and wꝛetched man, if thy knowledge 
did ſerue ther to ac and effen the death ol the duke of Fera, 
why was it not ſufficient to pꝛeuent that of thine owne 
daughter 2 Ah in a curſed houre was J counſailed euer to 
take that deadly opoꝛtunitie. Manie other greevous com- 
plaints poured hee out ouer thoſe two dead bodies, who 
might be truly coparedto Piramis# Thobe: -notwithſtan- 
ding after that he hadſhed ouer them many teares, acc om⸗ 
panied with innumerable ſighs, he gaue oꝛder that a faire 
and rich tombe of bzaKe ſhould be creaed,in which aſter he 
had embaulmed them, accoꝛding to the ancient ceremonie 
of ſuner all rites ⁊ potnps, he cauſed both their bodies to be i 
buried togither, with a great conuoy of mourners, and the 
Epitaph afozelaid to be engrauen round about the ſame, 
Some few daies after,thozow the gricfe and melancholie 
he toke,ſeing himſelfe depꝛiued of his lawful heire, and in 
that behalte the oꝛder of nature pernerted, he alſoleſt this 
moꝛtal life, but firſt did he ſhut vp t make faſt the treaſures 
ofthe temple by ſuch enchantment, and with ſo fearefull a 
guard, that ſince the time he died, the acceſſe vnto it hath 
bin very dangerous. Do that vntill the time Marcomyr ar- 
riued there, no body could euer enter iuto it, albeit befo2e 
Baledon had ſeaſed into his hands the Ifte, a great number 
ol knights of diuers countries had beene there to trie what 
they tould do: and thither came alſo fo; the ſame effec the 
giant hinſelfe, who being in agreat chafe,be could not tell 


| how to appꝛoch yteple,becauſe the ie ler med to him plea⸗ 


lantly 
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ſantly ſcituated, and very godly to behold, he inuaded it by 
fo:ce of armes. Bo that the people thereof, could neuer 
reſiſt his hoſtilitie. 

But returning to our purpoſe, Marcomyr being arriued 
in this iſle of Delphos, one of his marriners who knew al 
theſe things wel, told him of this miſchienous giant, and 
beſought him in any wiſe.not to anker in this poꝛt: foz we 
ſhall all abide by it quoth he either dead oꝛ pꝛiſoners. ow 
fo,quoth Marcomyr, is there no man in the wo2ld who can 
abate his pꝛide, and chaſtiſe his ſo great tirannp: If God 
helpe mer I will ſer, ſcing faꝛtune hath guided me hether, 


and if J be ſonne of the Empero Cleddomyr J ſhould not 


ſeare this lubberly kind ol giants, reſembling rather ſence- 
les bꝛaſen pillers in their monſtrous ſtatures, then any hu⸗ 
maine creatures, and leſſe any other ſtrange aduentures, 
be they neuer fo difficult and dangerous: foꝛ if J will win 


pꝛaiſe and immoꝛtall honour, I muſt a long time follow 


and let vs enter hardly into the hauen, without making 


the exerciſe of warfare,as he did in his vong veres, domp⸗ 


ting many ſuch monſters, and atcheiuing foꝛtunatly innu⸗ 
merable enterpꝛiſes : Turne then the pzow to landward, 


pour ſelues affeard of this ſlouenly and villanous Golias: 
Chen the Pilots, albeit ſoze againſt their will, leauing the 
ſhoze direcedthe helme right betwene the two rockes, 


where they were no ſoner entered, but they ſaw them- 


ſelues ſhut in with the chaine which was hoiſed vp behind 


them: whereat all of them were ſoꝛe diſinaied, except Mar- 


comyr and Ozalias, who equipping themſelues with gaat- 


lets and their helmets, which they had laid done a little 


befo2e to refreth themſelues, did pꝛepare ta the defence, if 
peraduenture it came to any matter of blowes. The giant 


heing aduertiſed there was in the hauena rich (hip fait en- 


ö 


tloſed within the chaine, commanded his lon to take arms 
and goe accompanied with. ſome others to take them ail 
pꝛiſoners which were come in: where vnto the yong ty- 


"rant obeied, and being well armed with thz& knights ew 
Y iu tred 
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with the giant, bx reaſon of the extreams paine be 2 
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tred into a ſaniffe : then comming. as faſt as they could 
rowe direaly to Marcomyrs befſell, who was alreadty 
—.— the hatches, began to bond hin with theſe pzowd 
pechcs: 

night holv durft thou me to enter in here, withs 
ont our licenſe : I haue tracty bane ſo ſancte this once, 
quoth Marcomyr,and the reaſon is, à make ſmall account 
of cowards and baſe companlons, ſuc h as thy ſelfe, who bp 
damnable treacheries entrap people within this pozt, 
that you map afterward vſe all crueltie and feilonte tows 
ard them: but now it is tune pou rect ine the due guerdon 


_ "of all pour execrable bzutiſhnes, With theſe wozdes the 


giant was ſo eager,and fell into ſich a rage, that h come 
manded his rowers and martiners by and by to grappis 
faſt tothe ſhip of Marcomyr , thinking to enter as ſone 
bee came to her: but it fell our otherwiſe, fozthe pzincs 
who was as hardie as a lion, ſ&ing he muſt either dis 
there, oʒ ſhew in armes ſome notable ad, knew full well 
bow to repalſe fo great a ſurie as that. And began to 
reach him very great aud maruellous flaſhes, which hee 
might doe at his eaſe , foz the giants barque which was 
dery low vnderhim,ceached but to the height ofthe lower 
vecke of Marcomyrs ſhip which gaue him ſome aduaun⸗ 
fage in fight, In the which i they two ſhewed the lit⸗ 
tle god will that the one owed the other, pct Ozalias 
and the thz& knights ol the Ae, made it appeare that 
thep would uct be (cant god ſreindes together againe in 
baft. So fierce and ſharpe appeared the cantlia of two as 
gainſt foure,that the ſonne of Baledon fecling himſelte put 
tothe foile by his enemie (whom he could notfirike at his 
pleaſure) reſolued to put himſelfe in hazard, when reas 
ching vp with his hand vpon the ſide of the hatches , ha 
thought to leape inta the ſyip. But Marcomyr whodflept 
not a winke in this ſuirmich, lighted a great blow vpon 
pis arme, which lliced it quite from his ſhoulder: wheres 
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fet!dowwne hallt dead within his deſſell, making a noſe as 
it it had been the raine and fall of ſome Oboliſque oz Ppꝛa⸗ 
mide , In the meane time Ozalias fetcht ſuch a beake 
vpon theſkull of one of the thz& knights , that be cleft 
bimdowne to the (awes:whereat the giants ſkippers be- 
ing ſozxamated, retired as faſ as they couls rob to get 
quickly to land: 

As\wnas ſome of them were gotten on the ſande,thep 
ran with all ſped to gine Baledon bnderffanding of the 
ſpiedie diſpatch of his ſonne . When the giant heard the 
newes , he began toroze like a bull, with ſach a ho2rible 
and hoarſe voice, crying: Ah, Ah, Iupiter! Js mp ſonns 
dead, If ſoitbe, 3 wilt take the moſt cruell reuengs 
that euer was heard of: nencrthelee J cannot thinks 
that the gods haue ſo farre fozgotten themſelnes, as tg 
deſtinate mp ſonne to ſo infoꝛtunate a diſaſter . Paging 
ended this ſperch, he tommaunded his armes to be letcht 
bim incontinent, the which he began to put on, when 
they bzought vp into his chamber his ſonne balfe dead, 
whom when his eies had ſene , his heart began to riſe ſg 
Arangelie, that it had almoſt burſt ſoz ſozrow, And of ſuch 
inward bitterneſſe and paſſion did clearely demonſtrate 
all bis outward parts of his bodie, foz befides he could not 
bold fill noz armes noz legges, it feemed a burning 
— of fire pꝛotæded from his mouth, eies, and noſc⸗ 

ils. | 

The two knights who had ſaned themſelues in their 
barke, and ſome others alſo which hadftated on the ſhoꝛe, 
ſpake athouſand outragious wozds and villanies to Mar- 
comyr, aſſuring him one would ſperdilie come, to make 
dim die a cruell death , But Marcomyr anſwered, 
their repꝛoches and menaces did moue him but a little, 
faz their lo2d being a traitour and an. inexecrable ty- 
tant, their gods ſhauld know, it were not lawfuil 
to ſaſter him to ljue any longer in this wozld, And ty 
come 
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come vnto his deſire he had god confidence in them they 
would giue him miraculous power, And if he be ſuch quoth 
he, and ſo valiant as you make him let him come Hardly to 
encounter me in ſingle combat , in the Which if J be ſo 
much fauoured of Mars and foꝛtune that I get the vigozy, 

let him accompliſh only what J ſhall bid him, and J will 
ſane his life:c trat iwiſe if J be vanquiſhed ckhim,he map 
doe with me and mine what he ſhall beſt thinke gad. 
Vherefoꝛe to the end he know , J baue no feare of any 

ſach bꝛauatoes, if he wil giue me ſafe tont na of the fingle 
combat,and aſſure me J ſhall not be hurt, but by him elle, 
I will pzeſcntly come a ſhoze totcfie him to the combat, 


CHAD. VII 


How Marcomyrlanded to combar the giant Baledon,whom 
he vanquiſhed, and afterward delivered maiy knights out 
of his priſons, amongſt whom were two young princes 
Moores, who as they d were ſailing to the Emperours court, 
were by tempeſt call a ſhore in this illand. 


1 . Kelp did the Pꝛince of Tarſus ſpeake to 
WAL) the lokers on, whilſt one of the kyights 
| 4 Fi who was befoze eſcaped from him , ha- 
SY F i \| ulng heard all his diſcourſe, went imme⸗ 
1. I! diatly to gine the giant netite thereof: 
2 ed PAS a who being befoꝛe departed frem his pal⸗ 
lace, marched ſofuricus and ſull of rage, that he made all 
bis familiars and thoſe of his owne houſe aſteard. Uerp 
glad was he to here the emballage, and appꝛoching the 
ſhoꝛe, called alt ud to Marcomyi H taittte knigbt, wilt 
thou perfozme as much as thou baſt lent me wozt,tocemes 
a ſhoze, and receiue with a god wil the death theu Eknotrff 
juſtly by thee deſcrucd: 3 will allurct ly made cnſwere 


Marcomyr, if thou wilt pꝛemiſe to ſcuegeit m fre m the 
inuaſion and int ur ie ol thole v bo are al ci e. J ofure 


thee, 


5 F 


tber gut the gtant, and further by aur acasſweare vnto 
cher, to doe whatſoeuer is thyplea tune be ſo con⸗ 
trarie, that I be vanquiſhed in the fight: Marcomyr hea- 
ring hun ſap ſo, tcommaunded that ſome of them would 
lanch out a boat vpon the water, and he would come a land 
to him pꝛeſentliy, where vnto his marriners made no great 
baſt. ſoꝛ feare they had to loſe it: nenertheleſſe ſing him 
ſo couragious (foꝛ little was he affe ard of this enoꝛme and 
monſtrous creature, not reſpecting what inequality there 
was betwerne them two ) durſt not denie him, Quit kly ſai⸗ 
led de out ot the chip carrying along with him but only O- 

alias his toſin, who would neuer fozſake him. In the 
meane time Batedon went to attend him in a plaine, hard 
vnder the caſtell, commaunding vpon paine of death ail 
thoſe of his ite ſhould not once ſtirre againf his enemie. 
Who beholding but onlp his countenance and grim lokes 
trembled like anaſpen leafe,meruelling this knight had e⸗ 
ner the heart to met himfacetoface, - 

Already the two thampions haue dꝛa lone their lwonds, 
lie cloſe vnder their theildes, and begin ſo dꝛerie a battell, 
\moaking one another, that pou would haue iudged a hun⸗ 
dzed ſmithes had ben a wozke, beating their yron plates 
bpon their Anv-ftetds, But the g , becauſe his 
enemie held him ſo long — 8 therefoze he charged 
bim ſuch a blow , that if ye had not cunningiy hzunke a- 
ſide vnder his target, he had ben in danger to haue ended 
bis life there, WWherefoze the pꝛince feeling himſe il in this 
perill, his ſtomacke and courage came moge by hall 
then it was befoze : and finding himſelle in ſuch a ſurie as 
ts the wild boare at the bay ol the dogs when he is chaſed 
into the toiles, hit him ſuch a gaſh vnder his roundache, 
with his full fogce.; that peircing his harnefle cleane tho- 
row, de cut dis lotto the barie Do that afterward har 
could not at his eaſe weld his great butkler, wherby Mar- 
comyt neuer caſt blow aſtermard in vaine: whereat eue⸗ 
ty one wondered much, 2 2 


- — * 
— „% No” 2 ow” — - - =_ 
— 


2333 .t 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
110 
is 
: 
| : 
k 


Je QAelecLAULC TAN 

the giant, At length Befedon ſaw he could not ſtrike his e- 
nemie as he would hy reaſon of his admirable derteritie, 
-wherewith he ſauedhimfelf, and beat aſide ſtill his blow; 
purpoſed to tome within him, tothe end he might cruſh 
him in perces with his foule great fiftes, ſo that he put his 
ſwoꝛd in his y2on hangers, and then fell loutiſhly vpon 
him like a heaute log of wod: but Marcomyr holding 
his point firine againſt the giants bellie, which by chance 
had lighted in the jointing betweene two plates, thzuſt 
it ſofarre in, that Baledon hauing his bellie full, wared 
pale and charmgedhis conlour : And although he pulled 
it out with his hants,pet by the aboundance ol bloud that 
he (ct by the two wonndes which weakened moze and 
moꝛe his Urength, her could not deale with him as he de⸗ 
fired . Which in the end made Marcomyr vigozious, foz 
be being ſtrong and luſtie, ſtirred ſo nimbly betwene 
Baledans armes tugging and ſtrug ling that they fell both 
two tothe ground, where the ancient mother ot vs all, did 
ſo much faucur Marcomyr, that ſhe recetued the giant ſicit᷑ 
and ner reſt vnto her, being very fert le bpchafing his laſt 
wormd, fr om which the blout guſhed out as faſt as it conid 
bubble. But he got as well as he could out of his clutches; 
albe it not w;thout great paine. Neucrtheles knowing be 
bad now no moꝛe power to riſe, cut a two the ſtrings ol his 
mozion and vncaſed his foule loggerhead, ſaping: ye ha. 
led m at my mercp, a cauſe to he bzought hither befozeme 
all the pꝛiſoners w2ougfuily detained in ty dungeon, oz 
thou ſhalt die pꝛeſently with the franchant ol my ſ wsd. 
When the giant perce iued himſelfe in ſuch dolcfullpers 
plexitie, and ſo bad taking to defend himſelf, be murmured 
thele woꝛds ſoltiy with a heaup chear.Ogotsbawiſträge 
and diuers are pour iudgementa, yeruutting my ion and I 
to be ſocaſily vanquithedby one onip knigbt: Alas, A ſe 
all this pꝛoca deth from the infinitie of ottences and vici⸗ 
ous aus J haue committed againſt pou, done vnto men. 
But (elug by condign re maro i loſe mixaculouſly my ba- 
| die, 
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die, fuſer not Jbeſ&chpoumy ſoulẽ g 2\cetd into the 
inkernall lake to remaine there in t perpetually, 
And you knight ſhew me ſo much fanour fo2 my ſoules laſt 
comfozt befoze it depart ont of this wozld,thit q may once 
pet ſ her whom J haue heretofoze loucd as mp ſelfe, 
When he bad ended theſe lamentations(which none could 
well vnderſtand, foz death which had alreadie ſcaſed vp- 
on part of Baledons carkas, cauſed him to ſtammer and ta 
alter dis ſptech) be talled the people to him, commanding 
they ſhould fozthwith bꝛing the knight vp into the caſtell 


to conſigne into his hands, all the pziſoners which were in 


thaines, and to obep him in all things as if it were his own 
perſon, Then went Marcomyr and Ozalias with two oz 
thzex of the ir people towards the pallace, where in p great 
bafe court they met with the giants wife, who lamented 
bittcrly foz the great miſchance of her ſonne and huſband, 


curſing and blaſpheming the knight whohad plonged her 


in that goulfe of ſozrow and anguiſh, But foz all that, Mar- 
comyr letted not to goe into a faire hall below, where he 
tommaunded they ſhculd bzing Eefoze him all the pꝛiſo⸗ 
ners: of whom there was great number as well of 
knights , marchants , and other traffickers who 
bad a long time remained in this captinitie , And theſe 
poe ſoules came ſo ſad and comfoztleCe , thinking 

ere long to be deliucred to tozment of death, but when 


2 


thep heard ſay (by thoſe who conduged them to Marco- Ii 


myr) that the giant and his ſon was llaine, there was all, 
as many as they could finde within the pꝛiſons of the 
taſteil, the ir ſozrow was turned into an vnſpeakeabe top, 


Pozeouer the Þzince commannded to be bzought befoze 


dum, the armes of all the knights , to the ende tuety man 

might recognilh his owne to arme themſelues quickely 

therewith who then perceiuing this man ſhould (et them 

fre from ſo inulerable auerie, fell downe all at dis fat 

to thanke bim, enerp ene p2oping dis Cod to guer- 

don hum „ foz lo great a benctte as her Tic t. them all, 
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T hewelettable Hiſtorie of 
But amongſt thgxeſt there were two pong men very pꝛo⸗ 
per and well fatfoured (koꝛ they were but arriued in that 
place not long befoꝛe) who ſhewed by their Phyſtognomie 
to be deſcended of ſome illuſtrious and ber oicall race: both 
of them ſaid they were Bayes , the one was Rifaranſon 
to Trineus Emperour of Alinaigne, and ol the Infant Au- 
rencida,the other Lecheſin ſon of the Soldan of Perſia; the 
poungelt of the thz#, which the P2inceTe Zeptura had bp 
bim. Theſe pong gentlemen were both two bzought vp 
together by the Soldan, becauſe he knowing the dociltie 
and god inclination of Riſaran, did hope to ſee him one dap a 
valiant knight. Zhcrefoze being both the ſon ok his ſiſter 
and of the Emperour Trmeus his great freind, he loued 
him as ik he hwd ben his owne child. This Rifaran being 
come tothe age often o2 twelue yxrcs,became ſo ſtudious 
of all vertuous actions that vpon a time talkingwith his 
mother, he pꝛaied her toſhew bim plainely the cauſe why 
ſhe was alwaies lockt vp, and clothed in mourning weeds, 
whcreof ſhe made him the whole diſcourſe: deciphꝛing in 
few woꝛds vnto him his genealogie, aſſuring him the 
pꝛince Trineus Emperonr of Almaine was his father, 
TUhen Rifaran vnderſtod he was ſonne of one of the pꝛin⸗ 
tipall houſes in Ch2itendoine, he began to make better 
cſteeme ofhi:nfelfe,and to ſhew himſelle in all things moꝛe 
ſumptuous then befoze : fo that being tome to the age fit 
to recciue knighthod , he beſeught the Solban he would 
honour kim therewith; who gaue him willingly the acol⸗ 
ladoe:and foz the ſame occ ſion was there me a great 


and magnificent feaſt, in the which he alwates won the 


honour and pꝛite of many Juſts that were held there. &f: 
ter wards he left the court life, and continuing mulitarie 
p2ofeMion he L id ſo great and maruellous aa es in armes, 
that he was much renowned, and hath his neuer dying 
p2aiſe [p2cao thoꝛołw all the Parches and Pꝛouinces cf 


Perſia, whereot the Soldan was ſo glad, that he ſought 


manp times tomarrie him with the only daughter ofkiag 
| 8 May- 


clejſtingd the Fares 

Maulerin. Bui he would neuer heare on th it eare, fo he 
hd concluded in his mind, firſt to goe viſit the Emperour 
Trineus bis father: the which Aurencida his mother oho 
died not long after ward) did of all loues perſuade him to: 
to the end the emperour ſœing the fruit of his loues, by the 
obied of his perſon, might know they were not vaine in 
the time they were acquainted together: TUherevnto a- 
greod moſt willingly Rif ar an, and after he had finiſhed the 
obſcqui:s and ſunerall pompes, in ſuch ſozt as the great- 
neſſe of ſo high a p2inceCe did require it (ſoꝛ be would ne⸗ 
uer bzeake her comandement)he demaunded licenſe of the 
Soldan topade to Conſtantinople th-re to ſ& the court of 
the ©mperour Cleodomyr,q from thence to take his iour⸗ 
ny to that of bis father in a imaine. The Soldan gaue him 
licenſe, albeit ſoze againſt his will, but pet moze againſt 
the will of Lechefin, who loued Rifarun as his owne ſoule: 
thereloze beſought he moſt humblie his kather to let him 
goe with him foꝛ compame:fo2 bythis meanc quoth he, A 
ſhall quickly moue mp coin to returne, which pleaſed wel 
the Soldan: wherefoze incontinentlp he knighted him, 
although he were pet very little and pong in peares: Be- 
ſide befoze their departure, he beſtowed on them godly 
pꝛeſents, and Zephira his wilt gaue them both letters di⸗ 
rected to the two Emperours Cleodomyr and T rincus : af; 
ter wards when they were gone to ſhipbozd with thirtie 
knights well furniſhed and equipped with all necellaries 
fo2 them: there arofe a mightie ſtoʒme at ſea, which foz⸗ 
ted them to anker in the goulfe of this Ille of De phos, 
where being lockt in with the chaine, and made faſt by the 
giant, be ing all wratherbeaten they ſaw no other remedy 
but to goe on land to refreſh themſelues there, And being 
ſreindly cntertained by the giant, as ſon as they were dil 
armed, he cauced them immediatly to be both put in pꝛiion: 
then going ſtrait to their ſhip,flue twentie of the knights 
who came with vs, ſauing the life of the other ten, to (rue 
them with the ſame ſayce as they had ſcrued their maſters, 

Ii © whom 
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whom they made keepe compante in the p2tſon, fo foncas 
they had pillaged all that was within the ſhip. Then were 
p:clentedbefoze him all the arms of the knights who had 
ben taken pꝛiſoners inthat hauen, out of which Rifaranand 
| Lechefindid pzeſently choſe ont theirs , ſodid in like mans 
ner the other ten who remained of thirty that came thi- 
ther, who armed all themſelues, albeit they were bzought 
very low and feeble thozow the long impꝛiſonment they 
had endured vnder the giant. 


CHAD. VIII. 


How Marcomyreſtabliſherh a verie ſage knight for gouer- 
nour of the iſle of Delphos, of whom he vnderſtood the 
great danger and difficulty of the aduenture of the tem- 

U ple, which hee performeth by ſlaying the enchaunted 

1 wild boare, and vanquiſhing the knight of the borne. 
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cer then cauf.) the people of the 
LI . - ESR Iſle to bee aſſembled,to whom her made 
1. XX: dee ozation : Pp freindes and bze- 
| 2 thꝛen, J bel&eue pon are all toifull to ſer 
5 N 5 1pour ſelucs free from the miſerable fla- 
Th 3 2% uerte, in the which Baledon did detaine 
pon, vou ſhall be content to hold hercafter fo2 your liege 
Loꝛd the iuſt and god pzince Cleodomyr, whom J will 
intitle vnto this Ille, which J haue now tonqueſted bp 
\ Fozce of armes: foz you know the giant is alreadie out of 
this wozld, his wife ſonne and daughter are mp pꝛiſonera, 
and tied here in chaines to that ſtonepiller befoze pour 
| ries, whem J meane to ſend ſhoztiy to the Empcrour 
1% fo2 a pꝛeſent. I pzay you in the meane ſpace to liue peate⸗ 
F ably vnder the gouerneme nt of this vencrable'Enicht 
Gul- 


WOLINA te Faire. 


Guilladot by name, whom J haue fo; bis ſingular wiſe⸗ 

dome chdſen foz ruler amongſt you, vpon condition 
hee ſhall at the Emperours pleaſure conſtgue it ouer into 
his hands. 

Unſpeakeable was the pleaſure and centent they all 
reteiued to become the @mperours vaſſals, wherefoze he 
tauſed them all pzeſently to ſiveare allegeance to him, and 
then to burne openly the bodie of Baledon foz the moſt e- . 
noꝛme and cruell aces he had committed in his life time. 
To behold which execution came in all the people of the 
iland, and alſo to know the knight M.rcomvr,vnto whom 
they b2zought many pꝛeſents and gifts who hauing pacifi- 
ed all thi:1gs in gad oꝛder purpoſednow to trie himſelſe in 
the aduenture ofthe temple ; but the new gouernour diſ⸗ 
ſuading bim from it all he might: beſought him he would 
not hazard himſelfe into that perill, wherein many bzane 
knights had moſt vnkoztunateip ended their dates ; 
Which made him the maze eager to know wherein 
didmoft conſiſt the danger: wherevpon Guilladot made 
this diſcourſe vntahim: 

My lozdquath he, know ve that the temple wherein li⸗ 
eth the Pꝛieſts rich treafure, is enuironed round about 
with a heath full of buſhes and (h2ubs, foz a long time 
no man hath euer come neere it. Mithin this heath 
lincth a fui ious and cruell wild boare, faxre muze ter⸗ 
rible then that which Hercules fue bpon the moun⸗ 
taine Erymanthus in Arcadia, whoſe bziſtles on his back 
are ſo ſharpe e pzickly,and of ſo great and hideous fozme, 
that there is none in the wozld but feares the ſight of him. 
Such is his rage, that ſo often as any offers hiinſelle ta 
enter into the temple,this beaſt rowſeth himſelfe from his 
thoznep and wild leare, ſhaking his head, cracking his 
teeth, and foming in fearefull ſoꝛt: then ſhaking his bai 
ſellic bodie, her launceth fozth his b2iſtles moze ſharpe 
then ſo manie raſqzs oz arrowes with ſuch a violence, 

that they pierce quite thozow the beſt armoz, which yy 


— 
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be boꝛne by anp that ſhall make head againſt him. But 
| molt ofall,he toꝛments them with his great tuſks, wher- 

with he committeth ſuch carnage and laughter vpon 
them, who allaile him, that he kils them as laſt as they 
tome nere him. P ou tell me wonders, quoth VMlarcomyr, 
| vet is there no ſo difficult aduenture in the woꝛld, which 
map not and ought not to be by m ins hand bꝛought to an 
wi, end: whereof being well aſſured and truſting in the helpe 
| the gods will giue me, will not ceaſe foꝛ any obſtacle to 
try my vttermoſt foꝛce, and ſceing this enchantment can- 
| not be perpettiall, J will be ſomewhat the moꝛe hardy, has 
ping to pꝛouide me a god target to recciue the bozes bʒi⸗ 

* ſtles as oft as he ſhall ſhot them. 

. Sone pꝛouided he what was neceſſary foꝛ ſuch a voiage, 
| fo2 all his companie, both knights, marchants,and others 
ES which he had delivered out of the pꝛiſons befoze, with 

whoin they toke ſome of the Ille to conduc them to the 

I} temple : Now had Marcomyr cauſed tobe made by ſubtill 

li and meruellous cunning woꝛkemanſhip, a coat at arms of 

1 many canuaſſes, glued together with ware ſticking kalt 

i together, with which he couered all his harneſe, to the 

end, the bozes bꝛiſtles being launced at him, might not 

ll: Gurt him at all but ſticke faff therein: and with this his 

j new gabardine did he march very merrie among the 
| troupe towards the temple, nere vnto which they were 

1 now come, where he and Ozalias, vewing the place round 

A; about as far as they could ſie , could perteiue nothing but 

ii thick bꝛiars, bꝛamblea, thoꝛnes and sther pꝛickly buthes, 

Wl ſo enuironing the temple on euery ſide , that Marcomyr - 


| 1 could find no way to enter in with his hozfe, which gree⸗ 
wi ued him witch, wherefoze he reſoluedto make abode there 
7 1 f two dates, to ſæ what might be done: in the meane time 
'"e came thither to him the people from all places nere 
Wl hand, who had befoꝛe heard ofhisfame ſpꝛead a%20ad , foz 
18 the vico2te hee had obtained againſt the giant and his 
l | ſonne. 

1 
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The third day after he armed himſelfe with all his har⸗ 
nelle, and put on vppermoſt vpon his habergionhis new 
- facket,then taking in his hand a great mace of tel, wher- 
with be thought to aid himſelf in this paſſage, he went co- 
ragioufily towards the Temple, tommaunding all his fol- 
- lowers to tarrp behind, wherat Ozalias and Rifaran were 
greatly grieued: neuerthelefe,not to contemne his com- 
mandement they remained behind, e fell to deuout pzater, 
that it would pleaſe the gods to pꝛeſerue him from daun- 
ger ol death. Marcomyr began to enter the thickets ( ma⸗ 
king way with his great Pace) when bee ſawa knight . 
winding a great bafe hozn befoze him: at the noice wher- 
of the furious and fearefull boare ruſhed out of his zen, 
and ſetting his taile againſt the gate ofthe Temple, ſcaid 
there foz Marcomyr,with ſuch a hozrible crackling ofhis 
teeth , that the verie ſight would haue affrighted the beit 
Che Pꝛince in the meane time had ſcant gotten a 
place large inough, which was on the fide ofthe Temple, 
by which the bzute antmall ſpying him to come in amain, 
Gewed himlelfe karre moze fierce and crnell than befoze, 
Foz then ſetting an ende his ſharpe and ineuitable bz(- 
ſtles, he launced them ſo thick againſt him, as you would 
baue thought a dozen Archers could not ſo ſwne daue dil⸗ 
charged their arrows out of their bowes: but ſoʒ as much 
as they loſt their foꝛce by the defenſible ſtrẽgth ol his coat 
made of ware fo2 the nonſt, they did not pierce his armoz, 
as t hey had done to many other knights: by means were⸗ 
of the boare hauing ſhot a wap all his darts, came furi- 
oullie vpon him with an open mouth. Zhen Marcowyr 
(who ſtode firme without ſtirring one wap oz other) lil⸗ 
ting vp valiantliy his great Pace, ftroke hum ſuch. 
a blow vpon the groyne, that ber toke awap one (awe, 
with pert of his lower t&th , The boare feeling ſuch a 
deadly ſtroke, would haue taken holde of him, to haue 
pulled him to the ground, But — , * | 

quickip 
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quickly hisfalchion , ſauedhim that labour, by thzutting 
it derpe into his thzoate with all his ſozce, puſhing it ſtill 


further in: The boare not able to endure the paine, res 


copled backe ward moꝛe and moꝛe, caſting out ſo great a⸗ 
bundance of goꝛe blodat his mouth, that the knight was 
al berated therwith;nenertheles,holding ſtill his talchion 
firm in his th:oat with his left hind, with the right he res 
doubled ſuch monſtrous blows with his mace of ſtæl, that 
be laid quickly along the infernal beatt dead on the groid, 
And albeit this were anaturalivoare, pet Hee was en- 
chaunted by ſome dtucliſh arte: fo2 beeing come into 
this place by the exoꝛciſmes of the high pꝛieſt, as were 
the Lions which fue the Duke of Fera, be had after- 
wardes charmed him to garde his treaſure locked faſt 
within the Temple, neuertheleſſe he was fatallie to 
die by Marcomyrs hand, And euen as that of Calidonia, 
which w1s ſent thither to plague that Countrie , Tied bp 
the hand of Meleager, who afterward ſent his head in pꝛe⸗ 
ſent to the fatre Ladie Atalanta, toſhewe her the expe⸗ 
rience of his ſtrength: in like manner the Pꝛince of 
Tarſus , to make his valour appeare to all thoſe who 
ſhould come thither , cut otf the head of this, and in 
ſigne of (pople and troph#, rayſed it on the ende of a 
pole, which he planted in the ſame place, where he ouer⸗ 
came him, : 

Marcomyr hauing then dompted this terrible mon 
ter, he thanked the gods loz ſo great fanour, and puld off 


his ſalſe iacke, which he had put ouer his armour, becauſe 


the boares bꝛiſtles ſticking ſo thicke therein, it did ſome⸗ 
what annop him. But hee hab no ſoner laid it downe, 
when he la we the knight of the hozne making towardes 
him with a great club in his hand, calling aloude to him 
with a hoꝛrible voice, In a curſed houre haſt thou entred 
this deſert, caifife R night, foz thou ſhalt pꝛeſentip re- 
cepue the recompence of thy pzeſunptuous raſhneſte, 
With that he gaue Marcomyr a vile knocke which made 

one 


eflina the Faire, 


one of his knes doable tothe ground bnder him: but her 


beeing valiant and nimble, roſe vp quicklic,and began tg 
fetch about ſo bꝛauely his ſteele Pace in theay2e , that a 
furious and ſharpe encounter began betweene them: The 
blowes they laid one at the other were very eaſtly heard 
to thoſe who attended without foz Marcomyr, whoſe eyes 


might verie well perceiue them by the ſparkes of fire, 


which they ſa\ve flie out of their harneſſe, nomoze noz 
leſſe then doth the lightning which goeth befoze the rats 
ling of the thunder, when the thunderbolts crackes and 
b:eakes aſunder, 

The battell betlvene them was blodie and cruell, 
continning ſo long, till in the end being both wearie and 
tyꝛed, they fell do wne nerre dead in the place, where Mar- 
comy t lap in a ſo wude till late in the euening, when her 
came to himſelfe againe, and riſing vp verie deftly (foz he 
kelt no hurt, noꝛ fcebleneſſe at all) he loked wiſhlp round 
about him on all ſides, and ſaw no enemie: wherefozehe 
toke vp his armes to enter into the Temple, the gates 
whereof ſhe wed themſelues alreadie open, which did in⸗ 
creaſe in him a farre greater deſire to goe in. As ſone as 
be was come neere the great poꝛtall, twobzazen images 
which were placed on both ſides the wall, began to blowe 
out thozow two trũpets which they held in their mouths, 
ſuch a hot and ſulpherie aire, that Marcomyr thought hee 
was fallen into the middeft ofa ſurnace perpetually bur⸗ 
ning. And alberit by this apꝛe he was many times re⸗ 
pulſed backe ward, yet ſtode he not fill in the way, but 
went oz ward with all his fozce (with great wearinelle 
and paine ol his bodie) and ſtill thꝛuſt himſelfe on warde 
till hee paſt the thzeſhold, where as ſone as hee had ſet 
his foote within the Temple, hee felt no moze that ve⸗ 
bement deate, but in a moment became ſo coole and 
reſh as the day hee Teparted from Tarſus. Going fur- 
ther in, he ſound in the middle bodie of the Church, 
the waymbeent Depulchze of the Duke of Fera,, and — 
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the high pꝛieſts daughter, whereat he wondzed much, ſee- 
ing the ſumptuoſitie and riches thereof, beſides the rare- 
ncCe ofthe Art where with the building ofthe monument 
was ſupernatur ally beautiſied. e beheld it on both ſides, 


and viewing vpon the lamines of mettell which couered 


it, the rich ſwoꝛd where with the lue the moſt perfect ofall 
damſels, there came into his minde an extreame deſire to 
make it his owne : ſo he mounted vpon the iron bars and 


grates which compaſſed about the ſepulchꝛe, and toke it 


in his hand to vie w it bett er at his caſe; after he had curi⸗ 
oullie remarked the artifice thereof, wꝛought and grauen 
curiouſſp, he put it ta his girdle, and purpoſed to carrie it a⸗ 
wap with him. Then ſtept downe from the ſepulchze to 
go further into the Temple, to ſerke fo2 the encloſure and 
cabinet wherein the treaſure was hidden. But ere he had 
gone farre, hee found in the Sanctuarie thereof an aultar 
where the ancient ſacriſices were offered vp, verie coſtiy 
enriched, and an idoll all of maſſie golde, which woze an 
imperiall crowne vpon his head, and a ſcepter in his right 
hand, ſo rich and full of woꝛke, that it were (impoſſible to 
behold two ie wels moꝛe rare: being garniſhed with great 
collers ſet with mante pꝛetious ſtones of ineſtimable va⸗ 
lue, Roundabout the aultar were (ct in oꝛder mance Ba⸗ 
ſins of golde, filled with mp2rhe, intenſe, and other ſwete 
dꝛugs, which did pelda mot ſwete and redolent ſaucur 
all ouer the place. Round about on the walles, tihang 
lampes of ſiluer alwaies burning, the light whereof did 
glue ſuch a diuine ſplendour vpon the pcarles and pꝛeci⸗ 
ous ſfones,thatit ſeeineb there was ſome diuine maicſtte 
befoze whom they did ſhine, Marcomyr was ranithed in 


beholding the ſe things, wherefoze («ing it was then late 


and within night, he aduiſed not todepart thence till the 
mo2zrow moꝛuing, to the end hee might contemplate bet⸗ 
ter at his pleaſure all the ſingularities of that place. 


CHAP, 


Celeſtina the Fa re. 


CHAP. IX. 


The viſion Marcomyr had inthe temple. 


ef Arcomyrhad no ſoner latd himſelſe dowire 
Nat the fot of a rich piller, thinking to take 

| bis reſt and feepe a little, but he heard the 
2; hozribleſt noiſe and rumourthatm ight be, 

2 aendat the very inſtant fell ſuch a cracke of 
thunder. that all the rofe and pillers of the temple ſhaked, 
and the carth trembled vnder him round about, ſothathe 
thought the temple would rent in funder , oꝛ be ſwallows 
od vp into the earth, and that the foure elements would 
haue all reſolued into their ancient chaos . Such hideous 
tries, ſighes, gronings and lamentations were heard bp 

him, as he was in ſuch a maze he couldnot tell what to do:. 
and albeit fearing ſome new ambuſcadoe , he dzew fo2th 

his ſwoꝛd, pet could he not fo2 all his magnanimitie and 
martiall valour ſtand vpon his legs but felldowne aſtoni⸗ 
ſhed and out or all ſenſe, as if he had ben froken with a 
ſhundcrbolt, During this trance, a faire damſell richlp at⸗ 
tired, (whom the old beldame, who did thꝛeaten ſo many 
ſhings to him in Tarſus, had ſent thither {a2 the non?) 
tame to take hun by the hand, ſaping: 

Ariſe vp, Marcomyr m deare loꝛd, and tome nere to 
her, who ſcing the feare and traunce wherein pou are, 
pꝛaieth pou not to ſuffer pour heroicall and noble heart to 
be diſcouraged foz feare of theſe ſantaſticall viſions repze- 
ſented to pour cics : fo2 it behcucth al ſo bꝛaue and accom- 
pliched knights as pou are, to paſſe thus thozrowal rage 
adnentures. Bet ſrolicke then, and repute the happines of 
pour renowne to ſurpaſſe that ol all the aduentures of this. 
age : fo2 ſince the firit beginning of this enchantment was 
neuer knight able to enter in here but you: whereſoze by 
luſt reaſon is the treaſure pours , which a long time — 
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ben lockt vp here within, from whence pon ſhall take a- 
wap the idol which ſtandeth vpon the altar, togither with 


all the other rich ie wels which accompante it to ſend 


them koꝛ a pꝛeſent to the Emperonr pour father, Aſluring 
vou, hereafter ſhall bee by pour meane acceſſible and 
frequented this temple, the which pou ſhall conſecrate to 
the name of Ch:iſt, who hath bene a mediatour to his 
father to direc all your actions ſo well: To the end 
her may ber reuerenced and ſerued deuoutly in this 
place, wherein hcretofoze hath bene nothing vſed but 
blaſphemie and Jdolatrie, againſt his inſinit bountie;in 
making vowes , offerings and ſacrifices vnto moꝛtall 
men. And albeit pou are now no Chziſtian, neuer- 
theleſſe from hence fo2th fo2 mp ſake become one, foz the 
time ſhall come you ſhall ſay: © thyjce and fours 
times happie houre, pou met with mer. And when 
vou haue giuen 02der foz all that J tell pon, make 
no longer tariance in theſe countries, fo2 in other do- 
minions and climats is reſerued foz pon a trium⸗ 
phant ſcepter, enriched with all honour and immoꝛtall 
pꝛaiſe. 1 

le nerd not aſke whether Marcomyr did mernatle, 
hearing the voice of the Damſell , who came to 
ſuccour him in this auſtere deſert, to decipher to him 
ſv well his affaires: Foz the extaſie and rauich⸗ 
ment of his ſpirits, (who had then ſæne his counte- 
naunce) did gine ſufficient teſtimome thereof , Pet ſ&- 
ing himſclfein place fit to ſpeake to this Damſell, ha 
talled his ſpirits againe to him, and embouldened him⸗ 
ſelle to ſay thus: Madame, ſoꝛ the honour and reuerence 
vou beare vnto pour Cod, Jp2ap pow nat to conceale 
from me, who pouare that know m U: and J 
beſcech von therein excule mine vnwiſe requeſt, foz 
your rare and perfea beautie, which doth pꝛouoke 
me to demaund it, doth dzaw mer inte greater admi⸗ 
ration, then all the other range viſions which J 


haue 


« Y 


haue now ſerene ; the which J held fo2 frivolous 
and Diabolicall, in reſpectof vou, who ſeeme to inte 
ccleftiall, and fent hether of the gods into theſe baſe 
regions, ſing that pou diſcourſing- ſo well of the 
future event of my deſtinies, doe comfozt mp 
ſozrowſfull heart with an incredible top and contents 
ment. | 
» .Conrfcousknight(quoth ſhe) thinke not range at a⸗ 
ny thing A tell pou, foz it is long ſince J knew who vou 
are, and fo2 pour p2zoweſſe and valour J loue yen and 
eſteeme you moze then any other knight of this round 
word, therckoze am J come hether , karre from 
the countrep where J was bozne, to make pon 
vnderſfand it: P2aying you to pardon me other wiſe 
if J doe not tell you who J am, foz at this pzeſent 
your curioſitie is not to be ſatiſficd herein: Well 
will J affure pou befoꝛe long time paſſe , wer ſhall ſee 
one another at pleaſure together, and then ſhall pou 
know ſome thing of mp doings, by a gift which J will 
requelt at petir hands, which is not now to be Tiſclo- 
ſed, It ſhould ke a great joy and an vnſpeakeable 
comfozt to mee, replied Marcomyr, Hf pou would 
eomm1und mee ſomething , in which J might emplop 
the vertne of all my fo2ces, with the perfec deuotion J 
kerle alreadie v2wed to make the wozld know the ſtngu- 
lar aﬀection J haue to obep pou, and to reſt alwaies pour 
faithfull friend ; Offering my ſelle foz earneſt of this o⸗ 
beilance,hereafter toſerue pou as pour knight, with pꝛo⸗ 
miſe not to tranſgreſſe the leaſt of your commaunde⸗ 
ments, as long as mp life ſhalldwell in this terreſtri⸗ 
all bodie. And thinke not J will any moze linpoztu- 
nate pou to tell me who pon are, ſcing that it is not 
pour will A euld know it, albeit to haue kndwne 
it, bad bene to me a thing molt acceptable, lo that cucrie 


dap to me ſhall ſæme a nd peares, vntill I fee the 
| | . - hower 


f hower which pon ſap is ſo happie foʒ me: But in atten⸗ 
| ding it, J wil accompliſh foꝛ my part all that which it hath 


pleaſed you to giue me in charge, and will dedicate this 


tentple to the ſeruice of your God, whole faith alreadie 
hath by your meane greatlie edificd mee in this Euangeli⸗ 
call truth, | 


Whilſt the Damſel gaue him thanks foz this god affe⸗ 
aion,and fo: his fo many amiable ſpeeches, beholdthe old 
| beldame came who enchaunted him with the loue of Ce- 
2 leſtina in his Kingdome, and taking this maiden by the 


hand ſaith to her: Come away with me my daughter, and 

leaue this diſcourteons and fliſyh Knight alone, who 

7 ſuffered me to be miſued befoze his pꝛeſence in Carlus:fo: 
which abuſe J hope full ſone to bee reuenged on hun, by 


. the extreame anguich and paſſion his heart ſhall endure 


hereafter. 


Scarſely had the ſpoken theſe laſt woꝛts, but both ol 
them vaniſhed away at the very inſtant, whereat Marco- 
myr maruelled much, and from that time fozward entered 
into ſuch a deepe conceit ot the liuely and perſec beautie 
of this Damſell, that he had almoſt died with the thought 
the reo: fo2 it ſeemed to him he had neuer ſeene her lecond, 
and in truth he was not deceined in his iudgement in this 
matter, as manp poung louers be, who in their owne 
loues ſhe lo themſelues to fauourable iudges. By and by 
he thought with himſelfe , becauſe the old mother had ta⸗ 
1 ken her away from hard by him, this Damſell muſt ſure 

be Celeſtina, her foꝛ twhom he felt ſo liuely impꝛintedmin his 
deart, the loue which did encreaſe in him moze euery day 
then other, at the one ly remembꝛance of this ladie, and 
fozccd him firſt te abandon his kingdome. Do great was 
then the perplexitie of his ſpirit, becanſe of this amou- 


rous fantaſte, that vnſtoppiig the fludgates ol his cies, he 
ſhead a great ſtreame of teares, which were toſſed with 
the impetuous wind of his ſighes, do thicke one after ana? 


+» thus; 
* 


ther, that during this tozment, he was faine to exclatme- - 


p * a 
thus: Alas. olde mother, I knowe not what thou matef 
ber, but well J ande thy ſp>ches to be true: O that in an 


ill houre foz the happinefſe of my life did Ozalias | 
nnd | 4 


ſone dep: iued my fight of the vnſpeakable cont 
ceiued, beholding this angelicall and dinine face: 
diddeft permit me to ſer her, that J ſhould loue her paſt all 
meaſure, albeit J know not how thy woꝛdes have pier 
ted my heart ſofarre, that I could not taſte of anie mozs 
ſharpe and c020fiue bitternefſe : notwithſfanding, 
be the obiea of Celeſtina, {who ſcemedto mee the 
and moſt exquifite perce, that ener pꝛeſented it ſelfe 
OR will neuer ref, till J haue met her once a⸗ 
ga | 

In this anguiſh or minde remained the knight long 
time, ſo aſtoniſhed; as if he bad come from the Anti- 
pedes, and accuſing himlelfe greatly of ſunplicitie, and 
want of courage, blamed the olde: woman, who had 


cleane taken away his ffrength, vnable to ay the dam / 
ſpeces did. 


ſell with him: whoſe pzeſence ard gracious 
ſo content dim, as bee thought him ſelfe in eternall 
bleedneſſe fo2 the while. To bee byiefe, as ſone as 
be percepuedthe cleare mozning to chaſe towardes the 
Melt the darkeneſſe of the —— hee reſolued to effec 
all that the viſion did c him: wherefo:e he went 
ſtraigut to the Aultar where the riches was, and taking 
the golden baſins, with all the other ſunmptuous things, 
hee lame them all on a heape, to carrie them aut of the 
Temple, and ſpoiled mozeouer the doll of his fcepter and 
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crowne which he had about hem. 
In the meane time were Ozalias, Refaran, andthe o- 
ther 


Knights verte ſadde and melancholicke; 
they had lo& Marcomyr their loꝛde, wherefoze thep pt 
poſcd to goe ve what — — 
allte Ozalias, who —— 2 

cee e | 
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teyued his couũ n hd cut out to the Temple. And ber ing 
-fome to the place of the tombate, they firſt found the hoꝛ⸗ 
cible boare ſſaine , whercof bring moſt iopfull, and 
maru ne much, they amaſed themſcines there all a 
lu to thalde rhis monſtrous an imall, except Cza- 
| las, who beeing deſirous to ſc the Pꝛince, entered as ſwne 
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es euer he came thither into the Temple, where ſear- 
ching within a great Cheſt which her found, he percep⸗ 
ued the pꝛincipall treaſure of the Pꝛieſt, which did con⸗ 
| | fit in ſo great riches, and ſo manic rare things, that 
the valeur and excellencie thereof did make them ins 
comparable, and all humane wits were not able to com- 
|| Great was the tov that Marcomyr felt in his heart 

| | ſeng Ozalias ſo neare him, f6'that running to embzace 
|! -  oncanother,thepenterlaced a thouland courteſics, topes, 
| 


and amiable ſperches tu each other , when O2alias firſt * 
bꝛake foꝛth into theſe woꝛds, Alas, Sir, howe much haue 


l! the Gods exalted this dap your pzayſe, deliuering pou 
nt 

from the rage of this infernall beaſt , and from other 
＋ monſtreus things which baue repaired, to pou in this 
N | | wilde habitacle, Dothat Ozalias bleſſed and thanked the 


| Planet which did ſo much fauour Marcomyr. | 
| * Then entered Ritaran , Lechefin, end all the oth 
Knights, within the Temple, who all thanked the hea⸗ 
| nens fa2 ſo great a vio ; And after they had all one 
after anothet {aluted Vlarcomyr, hee retounted to them 
from poynt to poynt, all that ? oꝛtuned to him atter he par⸗ 
| ted from them, except of the Damſell, of whome har 
| would ſaie nething, learing leaſt they ſhould haue ſome 
1 | ſſulſpition ol the ix ſoues. But hehaſtening his departure 


| i from thence, pzaped Guillador to ſende abꝛoade into the 
1 Ific to ſceke teme learacd and vertuous man, to cele⸗ 
"i bzate diuine Sctuice in the Temple, andganc him large 
it ſummesot money torepaire the ſame, and to make large 
4 þigh waxes, that the people might haue acceſſe there vn⸗ 


to 


Celeftina the Faire. a 


to frem all partes: Andfo2 that his minde could y wt 
be quiet, ſoꝛ the extreame beautie ofthe D wbich- 


. N 
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4/ 
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fin foz Conſtantinople to the Emperour, to pꝛeſent vnto 
him the poung Giant, his mother, and the other knights, 
with all the riches bee found in the Temple, from a 
ſtrange Gentleman who deſired greatly to doe him ſer⸗ 
nice, hep having all taken their leaues of Marcowyr, 
ſapled with a pzoſperous winde till they were on the coaſt 
of Thꝛace. In the meane time Marcomyr tarried behind 
in eſtabliſhing Guillador thozowhe in his gouernement 
_ ofthe Jlleof Delphes. 


CHAP. X. 
How Rifaran and Le che fin arrive with their troupes at Con« 


ſtantinople, where they were honourablie receyued by 
the Emperour, and all thoſe of his Court, who greathe 
maruailed at the newes of thoſe things which they heard 
of Marcomyr. | 


T the verie tine when Rifaran and Le- 

chefin arriued at Conſtantinople, ma- 
We nie Barons, and Nobles were aſſem- 
N. 2 bled there at a magnificent and ſo⸗ 
FCS lemne feaſt , which the Emperour 
ie belde at the marriage of the Pꝛince of 
Hungarlte, the ſonne of King Fnſol, the bzother of Belca- 
rin, bozne at the ſame birth with him. This bzother who 
was called Durevs,the firſt bozne of the two, ſo ſa ne as he 
was made knight went to the emperozs court, whocntet⸗ 


tained him curteoully,q mozeeucr being his nephue,loued 
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him with an entire aFecion , becauſe he ſaw him tourte 
ous and cinil! in all god behauiour: ſo thetbeginning t 
make ſome aſlayes in the excreiſe ofarmes, he gaue gteat 
likelithode hee would p2oue in time a viſe and valiant 
knight as fell out aſterward tobe true, When he grewe 
tobe ſomewhat acquainted in his vncle the @mperours 
honſe, with moſt ol his youſhold, he found himſelfe ſo ra- 
uiſhed and ouertaken with the beauty of Eſquiveladaugh- 
ter of the Soultan of Babylon, and of Archidiumm his 
wife, that hee was conſtrayned to lone her with all his 
heart, By meanes whereof, this poung P2thce bing 
entered vpon a tune into the Chamber of his couſin, Phi- 
locriſta, eldeſt daughter ofthe Emperour, to talke a lit⸗ 
tle with her, and her ſiſter Melilla, who was bzought vp 
alſo in this Court: hee found it a fit time and occaſion- 
to giue E\quiu*lato vnderſtende his minde i to whome 
ſhee mate aunſwere modeſtlie, hee ſhould not hope to 
obtaine cucr of her, a figne ofanie other amitie then chat 
and honeſt , pct was ſhe aſſured, he ſhould be her future 
ſpouſe. | „er! 

Dirreus who defired noethingelſe beſought the Emipe- | 
perour and the Emp2eſce pzeſenty they would make this 
a match, who being veric willing to gratiße herein 
their nephe we, and alſo to helpe this Intant to a good 
marrpage, betrothed them together by the conſent of 
King Froh, and at the ſame in ſtant in verie great haſte 
ſent expzeſely an Ambatlatour into Perſia, td knowe 
the Souldans minde, with tommaunde torcturne with 
all the ſp&d he might. 
In the meane time he ſent wozde to the chtefeft of the 
Empire, that they ſhow mate at the Tourney which 


de had appointed fv2 this feaſt, Foz the accompliſhriet;t 


whereof, hee aver (0; no ether thing, butfoz the Ambar- 
ſadonrs returne, whom bc had d iſpatched to the Souldan. 
Theſe matters were in hand, when Rifaranand Lechefin 
arrived in the hauen at TouTanltinople , where they 


purpoled 


. 


Celeſtina the Faire. 


pur poſed to anker without giuing the Einperour any ad; 
uertiſement thereof, foꝛ thep came not in ſuch cquippage, 
no2 with ſo great traine as they deſerued. Being thereſoze 
armed thoꝛaw out in all pirts, except their helmets, they 
rode thoꝛow the cittie with two only ſquiers, who carri⸗ 
edtheir helmets, and were ſcene of euery one. Foz they 
did ſhe w by their pace and countenance to be nobles, ſtrã⸗ 
gers, and ot a great houſe, which they made them well 
know at the pallace gata, when they would haue gone in 
without anp le aue at all. But the guardes ſtaied them a 
little, to demand whom thep would ſpeake withall there. 
Weare(queth they) two knights of a ſtrange coũtry, wys 
come into theſe parts to ſ& and ſerue the Emperour Cleo- 
domyr: pot muſk then ſaid the garders, leave here pour of- 
kenũue armes, if pon will goe where he is, oꝛ tell vs your 
name to the end we map go know whether it be his pleas 
ſure pouſhall come thus into his pzeſence, Pur arms will 
we not glue pon, quoth Rifaran, foz that were a thing not 
beſeming knights, NeuertheleCe goe tell your maiſter 
here is Lechefin fonne tothe Soldan of Perſia, and of the 
pꝛinceſſe Zephira,and with him Rifaran ſonne ta Trineus, 
Emperour of Almaine, who deſire to kiſſe the hand or his 
matecltfe : the Emperour had noſoncr heard their names, 
but he was the gladdeſt in the -wo2ld, hearing theſe god 
newestocome ſo ſitly fox his purpoſe : ſo that he ſent to 
meet them Diocles his ſon, with many othcr knightsto en- 
tertaine and welcome them. Then the blackamoze pꝛin⸗ 
cespercetaing how all the reſt honoured him.wha mar- 
chedfo:maſt,thep iudged pzeſently he muſt nds bethe ſon... 
of Clcodomyr , wherefoze they bath lighted quicklp:and 
Diocles came to embzace them with the greateſt courteſic 
de might, greeting them thus : Gentlemen pe ate verie 
welcome into the houſe of the Emperour my father, who 
is very toiſull of your arriuall: then taking them by the 
band,conduced them into the pzeſence chamber where the 
Emperour was, who ſœing them come in, roſe out of his 
* ly chaire, 
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chaire , and embꝛated them both graciouſly, and cauſing 
them to ſit downe by him, welcommed them in this man⸗ 
ner. Know ye mp coufins that J find my ſelle in ſome 
thing greatly be holding to pon, ſeing you are come ſo far 
from pour ceuntries to viſit me, and to the end J mille not 
to call you by peur pꝛoper names, tell me J pꝛap pou 
which of pou is Ritaran:albeit J cannot welaflirme which 
of you J loue beſt, Fo2 deſiring with a ſingular affection to 
coutinue the loue, which J bearc to the Pꝛinceſſe Zepbi- 
ra, J ought by conicquent to lone and eſteme ail that 
commeth cf her. And on the other ſite as well foz the 
fu me amitie confirmedfrom our tender peares bet wærne 
the Empercur Trineus and me, as alſo foʒ the na re atrmi⸗ 
tie where with we are allienced together, Jam conftrais 
ned to loue his linage and olſpꝛing. Aduring you I could 
not at this pꝛeſent le any two pong pꝛintes in the wozld 
of whom 3 ſhould be moze glad at this pꝛelent then of 
pou two, de ſcent ed ſrom ſo roiall parents our god friends 
and conlederats, the Soldan and Zephma:oſ whoſehealth 
I pꝛap pou let me vnderſtand, foz it is long ſince J had 
any nt wes ſrem them. Pp loꝛd, then replied Rifaran, wee 
left them in very gad eſtate and metue llous ged diſpoſiti⸗ 
on of their perſons in Perſia, frem whence, kiſſing by vs 
humbly the hands of pour excellent maicſtie,they waite 
vnto pou cnlp Lut theſe thz& oz foure wozts , in ſigne of 
the great loue and reuerence they beare ycu : aud bes 
ccuſe they ceuld not ceme the mſelucs, they haut 
ſent Lechefin their ſonne, u ho is the ſame poung 
man Wwhcme peu ſ& there . Then Lechefin killed 
his mothcrs letter to deliver it to the Emperour, who 


alter her had taken and opened it te nour whi 
followeth, N * N. 


The 


0 * 


The Letter of the Soldanefie of Perſſa, to the Em- 
perour Clcodomyr. 


O pou mol happie and foꝛtunate Pꝛince, Cleodo- 
i myr Cmperour of Conſtantinople, the flower of 
courtefie, and the pcareſes paragon of knights, 
Zephira wife to the Soldan of Perſia, the moſt 
humble and perpetuall friend of pour Imperiall maie⸗ 
ſtie, kiſleth your hands and wiſheth encreaſe of all happt- 
nelle. The great affection Lechefin my ſonne hath had 
within this two oꝛ thꝛe yeares to trauell to Conſtanti⸗ 
nople, there to offer you his ſeruice, and ta (& the 
magnificence of pour court, hath induced the Sol- 
dan my huſband and me, to ſend him oucr to you at 
this pzeſent, with Rifaran ſonne of the Emperour 
Trineus, to ſatiffie the earneſt deſire he had to viſit 
pou in our bchalfe ; and albeit both of them had deler⸗ 
ued moze rofall traine to perfozme ſuch a volage, pet 
would they not carrie along any moze companie with 
them, then thirtie knights, knowing full well the 
number of followers ſhould not cauſe pou to eſteeme. 
them any thing the moꝛe, and vnder this pzctext we haue 
moze willingly graunted they ſhould vndertatze this na- 
uigation. H euerthelelle if the ſincere amitie, which it al⸗ 
waies pleaſed you to ſhew me, hath bene occaſion 
pou haue moze manifeſtlie knowne the integritie of mp 
heart, and by this meanes deigned to place him amongſt 
the chiefcſt of pour moſt affeatonate ſeruitoꝛs, I ſhall 
pꝛay you moſt humblie from the entiereſt and belt. 
zeale thereof , to receaue them both twa toge- 
ther, with this ſimple pzeſent , as comming from: 
the hand of her, who hath not her pare in 
god will towardes pour excellencie: and foz, 


moze. 
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moꝛe ample teſtimonie of the amitie in the which J ſhall 
find my ſelfe bounden to pou in doing this, J will vowe 
once moꝛe my ſelfe, and all mine to hold to pou faithfull 
obedicnce fo2 euer, aſſuring mp ſelfe pour gentle and cours 
teous nature will not ſuffer yon to diſdaine the offer J 
make pou. 


The moſt obedient of your louers, Zephira, 
Soldaneſie of Perſia. 


When the Emperour had made an end of reading this 
letter, Rifaran — — to make relation to him how they 
met in Delphos,a knight called Marcomyr whoſe valian⸗ 
tie and Pꝛoweſſe had no ſecond in the woꝛld (except the 
Emperour himſelfe, who was the myꝛrour and paragon 
of all chiualrie) to be compared vnto him: but they were 
ſo2ric fo2 one thing, they could not tell who he was, foz ſo 
much he himſelfe would not let them vnderſtand, but kept 
bimſeiſe as cloſe as might be: then hauing all their pꝛiſo⸗ 
ners and pꝛeſents in a readines, he framed this ſpech vn⸗ 
to him: Bolt illuſtrious and generous monargue Marco- 
myr the magnanimious and hardie champion who deline- 
red vs out of the moſt cruell pꝛiſon oł the giant Baledon in 
the Ille of Delphos, ſendeth vs now (with all theſe pꝛiſo⸗ 
ners, gods, and riches which pou ſe) to pour mateffies 
highnelſe, as to the pꝛince and loꝛd of the vninerſal wozld, 
whom ber hath knowne by pour renowne moſt woꝛthie 
thereof, aſſuring himſelfſo far of pour naturall lenitic,that 
pon will pittie our diſaſters, and helpe to condua vs home 
to our owne houſes againe. 

The Cmperour then and all the auſtance, beholding 
the crowne,the ſcepter, the boke, and the chaire wherein 
the Idol ſat in the temple, beſide the great abundaunce of 
other tich iewels and vtenũes ſo cxceding rich, excellent 


— 


and rare that they neuer had ſeene the like bekoꝛe, fer. Mato 
great admiration thereof, and taking vpon his hande the 
claſpedboke , with all the ſtrength he bad conld not vn⸗ 
claſpe it, noꝛ ante ot his barons who were pꝛeſent with 
him: wherevpon he ſaid, This boke, in mine opinion, 
cannot bee opened hut by the hand ofhim that bath con- 
quered if, wherefoze J commaund that it bee ſaſely kept 
till his comming, By and by ſent the Emperour to diſ⸗ 
arme theſe two knights, and commanded that they ſhould 
haue two rich Turkiſh gowns put on them, inthe which 
it was a godiy ſight to beholv them. In the meane time 
came the Empꝛeſſe, and alt the pong Ladies her daugh⸗ 
ters, to the end they might ſee the pꝛetious 4 rare things 
which Marcomyr had ſent, and hearing Rifaran relate vn- 
to the Emperour, howe Marcomyr had conquered the 
Ille, ouerthzowne the Giant and his ſonne, atchteued 
the aduenture ofthe temple, ſpopled it, ſlaine the enchan⸗ 
ted boare, and vanquiſhed the Knight ofthe Bo2ne , hee 
was in a great wonder who he ſhould be: no leſle was 
the Emperour , being entered into ſo extreame a deſire 
to learne what he might be, that he enquired of Rifaran, 
whether he were ene oz Chꝛiſtian. As I thinke, then 
quoth Rifaran, he is a Po2e, neuertheleſſe, h vnderſtan⸗ 
deth perfectly well pour tongue, and withall nature hath 
framed him ſo faire and well p2opoztioned in all his li⸗ 
neaments, that I neuer in my life behelda moze pꝛoper 
perſon, : | 

Migbt it pleaſe God to graunt vs the fanour, quoth 
the Qutene, that this Knight would once come into our 
Court, tothe end we might giue him condigne guerdon - 
and thankes foz the great honour he deſerueth, S till the 
Emperour was bethinking himfelfe who it thould be, at 
the lalt calling to minde the woꝛdes the Damſell ſpaks 
in his Court, and departed away ſodainlie without any 
anſwere , hee doubted the Knight whereof ſhee ſpake, 
ſhould bee him wha ſent thither _ pzeſent; foz hauing, 


finifhca 
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finthed the aduenture of Delphos , her could not chaſe 
bnt be as bꝛaue a Knight as anie living , In ſumme the 
Cmpceronr did not ſo much maruaile at the magniftcence 
and riches of this pzeſent , the ſumptuofitie whereof = 
might not onely compare with all the treaſure of Xer- 
xes, Iulius Cæſar, oz Alexander, but alſo did farre ex- 
cede all the reuenewes of his Emppꝛe, as at the aduen⸗; 
furous feates of armes and renowned chiualrie of the 
Lnight whome he pet knew not, but did deſire to ſee him 
in his Court, tothe ende her might honour him accozding 
to his delart. 

To manie u nights of the Empe tours traine ſemed 
theſe woꝛdes verie peremptozie and adious, who from 
that time foꝛ warde purpoſcd in themſelnes ( if peraduen- 
ture Marcomyr came into the Court) to pꝛoue their va- 
lours agaynſt him ſo, that the @mpcraur might hane 
occaſion to remember himſelfe he had ſpoken but by 
wap of affection : Neuerthelcſſe he did not perceiue their 
concepte , but repleniſhed with a maruailous iop, com- 
maunded by all meanes they ſhonld gine o2der to get all 
things in a readinefle agapuſt the nert Triumph which 
was then at hande. To the which flocked daplie manie 
Knights from diuerſe Countreys, whome the Emperour 
entertained and feaſted ropally, Rifaran and Lechefia, 
ſhe wing themſelues the moſt bꝛaue and ſumptnoufly ap- 
parelled amongeſt them all, next after the Emperour 
himſelfe, which pꝛot eded of the liberall pzeſents bee 
owed vpon them, albeit moſt of all ſoz the great fa- 
uour towardes Lechefin, who after the Empꝛeſſe with 
ber thi daughters Philocriſta, Florida, and Baſilia, had 
with mante courtecus and gratious wozdes welcomed 
and entertained him, difcourſing with him long time a- 
bout the ſtrauge aducntures of Marcomyr,he was ſo ena- 
moured and rauiſhed with the beautle of Philocnita, that. 
he couldnot hold his eyes offher,from ſurueping her cx- 
tertoz vertues and graces, iudging himleife happie and 
faucty 
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fanonred by tbe Planets , who bad bzougbt dim thitber 
toſe the diutne @unne, whoſe radiant beames had al- 
readie ſo dazeled his eyes, and ſet all his vitall ſpirite; 
on fire , that hee felt foz Plyulocriſta an extreame paſſion in 
his heart, yet dutſt he not diſcloſe it by ante means, which 
did enflame him ſo much the moze. 

To conclude, the ©mperour ſent pꝛeſentlte onto 
Delphos ene of his p2incipall Knights, with a great 
troupe of armed Soulticrs, to aſſure it vnto himſelfe, fo2 
feare leaſt ifanie rebellion chaunced, be ſhould hardlie 
poſſeſſe himſelſe ofthe Caſtell, and of the whole Idle in 
bis owne name. Gining him great charge, (if Marco- 
myr were there remapning ul) to pꝛay him by all 
meanes to come viſite the Emperour: but the Knight 
was not found there, foz hee had befoze hopſed ſaple to has 
ſen himleife to Conſtantinople , as wee ſhall hereafter 
declare, Thenthe Knight inueſted himſelfe, and toke 
peſſeſſon of the Pallace , whether all the people of the 
Ide reſozted to ( him, and to accept the Emperour foz 
the peaceable and liege Pꝛince ot that ſtate, who in the 
ende tranſlated it ta one of Marcomyrs childzen, and it 
was in derd a verie godly and rich countrie. 
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Howe Marcomyr ſayling in the Egean Sea, reſcued the 
Souldan of Babylons ſonne from the handes of Ocu- 
rites. King of Culacin , who was a roueron the coaſt - 
of 3 Ocurites _ is e ee 
taken priſoner, and ſent to the Emperour wyr, 
with diuerſe other priſoners by Marcomyt delivered oum 


of his captiuitie. 


E | Marconyr 


2 ; f a 
* $4 The delectable Hiſtorie of 
i *Z7x# Arcomvr haning eſtabliſhed Guillador fo 
8 chiefe Juſticer and goucrnoz in the Ille of 
Del phos till the emperoꝛ ſhould ſend ſome 
e otber thither fo: y ſame effec in his name, 
pe embarked himſelfe with Ozalias vpon a 
FPundap moꝛning. S ix dates they ſailed with a foze-wind 
very p2oſperculiy towards Conſtantinople, when Mar- 
| comyrreſolued to anker in an poꝛt of Thꝛace, whether 
it ſoeuer it pleaſeb Foztuneto guide them, to the end they 
might vnderſtand there ſome newes from the emperours 
Court, and ofthe aduenture of Celeſtina, reſoluing to go⸗ 
nerne himſelt accoꝛding to his occnrrence ot things which 
he ſhould learne in thoſe countries. 5 | 
| Eolus and Neptune were ſs fanoꝛable vnta him, that on 
®: the ſeuenth dap he came to ſurge within the frait of Se⸗ 
| ſtos and Abides, where hauing giuen commandemnent to 
| ſtrike ſailes, one of his Pilots, who was aboue in the tops 
if maſt, eſpied at ſea many foyſts and ſhips ſnirmiſhing cou- 
ragioully togither: wherevpon Marcomyr got into p foꝛe⸗ 
taſtell, to ſ&1fhe could perteiue what ſhould be the mat- 
ter:and hearing the great ſtir and noiſe which they made 
in theſe veſlels, eſpetially intwo ofthem which ſemed the 
pꝛincipal, and bettex equipped with warlike munition the 
the others , de had great de fire to make towardes them. 
Thertoꝛe comandcy his matter to the helme incontinent, 
to go to aid bim whoſocuer had the woꝛſt in this fight, 
Here muſt youknow foꝛ pour better vnderſtanding of 
this paſſage, when the Doldan of Babplon, 4 Archidlabæ 
his wife vnderſted of the match that the emperoꝛ was a- 
bout to make ol theix daughter with Dirreus the p2ince of 
Hungarie,they were very iolſul ol ſo god analliance:and 
etauſe they would further it thebeT they could, they pur⸗ 
10 poled to lend him many gifts of grtat riches, vy p. vongſt 
ol their (ous, who had nat pet receiued the oꝛder ofknight- 
Iv had. He being called Abenunq a fine pong getlemã, made 
1 ſute to his mother, to g leque oi the ſolvan his father ro; 


dun, 
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him, that he might after the marriage of his ſiffer ſotourne 
ſome while in. Conftantinople , which Archidiana liked 
very well, tothe end ſone after the Emperour might 
glue him the oꝛder of knighth:»d with his owne hand: 
So ſhe obtained this requeſt of her huſband, and ſone 
aftor ſent him to ſea accompanied with a traine ef manie 
other knights, 

Abenunq then ſailing merrilie towards the coaſt cf 
ZThzace, he met with Olurites king of Culaquin, and 
ſonne in law to the great Turke, who was eſteemed one 
of the moſt valiant and noble knights among all the 
Turkiſh nobilitie, and therefoꝛe had the barbarous tyꝛant 
beſtowed on him his daughter, one of the faireſt ladies 
which was in all the Heathen dominion, This king O- 
curites, who knew the emnitie and old grudge betweene 

the Emperour and his father in law the Turke, rigd ont 
a nauie, to gratiſie him the moꝛe, and keping along the 
coaſt of Greece, ſent alwaies befoze him pinnaces and ſri⸗ 
gates to diſcouer the Chziftian ſailes: ſo that he caried a- 
long with him many ſlaues and captiues then, tohen hee 
began to lie in the wind foꝛ the Doldansſonne . So ſone 
as this Rouer knew the Pꝛinte ol Babilon by his flagges 


and ſtreamers he purpoſed to (et vpon him with a great 


ſurie, fo2 he knew his father was the Emperours great 
friend,and as he had chered vp his men to the fight, he 
came vpon Abenunq his ſhip, who ſeeing this vnloked 
— encounter, (ct bis men bꝛauelp in oꝛder to receaue 
im: | 

During this conflict, behold arriueth the valiant knight 
Marconi r, who being aſtoniſhed to ſe theſe combattats 
ſo hot, had a meruellous defire to defend the partakers and 
welwillers of the Emperaur Cleodomyr: wherefoze he 
commanded his marriners to grapple his ſhip to the 


dings. Which they did quickly: then dꝛawing his god 


ſwoꝛd which he found vpon the Duke of Fera his tombe, 
ſuddainelp he leapt into the v7 e Ocurmes wes: 


then 


x 
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then began be to lay about bim furiouſly on eue xy fide,cal- 
ling thus to him with a ſterne loke , Euill foꝛ thy pꝛoũte 
didit thou euer thinke, king Ocurntes to domage ſo god a 
pꝛince as is the Emperor of Conſtantinople: and ſeetug 
Ozalias at his fide reaTic to ſecond bim in all attempts, 
they ran pell mell into the thickeK of the troupe , where 
they made ſo ſharpe and cruel! abattell, that they foꝛced 
the enemies to retire towards their admirall. Who gi⸗ 
uing ouer the Chꝛiſtians with whom he fought, thoſe 
whom the Soldan had ſent towards the Emperour, bes 
gan to repꝛoch and reuile his owne men, Who ran awap 
like dogs from the pꝛeſente of two ſingle knights. He purs 
poſed to come foꝛ ward to meet them himſelfe, and miſt go» 
ing to the pot as narrowly as might be, ſoʒ Morcomyr dæ⸗ 
ming him by his bzauing and rich arms which bir ſaw on 
his backe, to be the king, ran vpon him incontinent with 
his ſwozd in dis hand, and croſt him ſuch a blow ouer his 
crea, that hæ made him fœle it ſmart to the fleſh , where 
be carried a ſkar aſter warts, as long as he liued. 

Ocurites being not able to refift the furie ofthe ſtroakes 
which bis aduerſarie lighted on him ſo thicke and thꝛer⸗ 
fold, was foꝛced to knerle on ground with one knee, Hee 
thought to riſe vp quickly again, but Marcomyr diſappoin⸗ 
ted him, fo he gaue him ſuch a knock with his ſhield, that - 
he laid him along vader his ſouldiers let, who ſeeing their 
king fo eaſily vanquiſhed, were put into ſuch a feare, that 
it was not long after befoze they carried away the wozft, 
and were taken pꝛiſoners fo; their labour. F0z the Thzi- 
ſtian knights which defended the poup, came downe to 


their aid, ſo that their ſhip was taken, and in Marcomyrs 


hands, who went pzeſentlp to the king, and loʒ her would 
not kill him no2 doe him moze harme, onely vncaſed his 
delmet from his head, and cauſed him to be put into acab- 
ban nere the kerle of the ſhip, vader the guard offoure va- 


ant knights. hereof Alenunq being atuertiſed, whe 
loked euerp houxe foz his owne death o impziſonment, 


k 


leapt 
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leapt quirkly vpon the ezlop of the Chip Where be faty 
M ucomyr,and thanking dim a thouſand times, fo; this 
god ſtrcconr, requeſted very conrteouſly to tel him who be 
was. 

As the knight began to anſweare the Pꝛince of Babi- 
lon,perceitiing him to be the chiefe of al his true, hee heard 
a great noiſe about his ſhip, it was the bzother of king 
Ocurites who hauing vnderſt ad the ouerthzow of his bzo- 
ther, and how he was p2iſoner, grappeled himſelfe to A- 
benungs veſſell, into which he entered bzavely maugre all 
thoſe who did make himrefitance, knocking downe on 
euery ſide, as il it had bene vpon ſome y2on barrehamme- 
red on the (miths Antfield. And as NV ucumyr ſaw ſo ma⸗ 
n enemies readie with their arms in hand, he left the 
Soldans ſonne to run vpon them, which he did with ſuch 
a rage, that no man can recount the warlike exploits and 
wonderkull feats of armes he perſoꝛmed in this recharge: 
fo2 with one blow which he ſnot Ocurites bʒother i be⸗ 
tweene the cuiraſſe and the head peice, he cut his head 
cleane from his ſhould ers. Man others fozced he to ferle 
the ſtrength of his arme, loꝛ ere tbey had long ſfod befoze 
him, de ſent their ſouls one alter another into the inlernal 


lake, making {uh a blouꝛ ie anatomie of theſe dogs, that 


it was a great hoꝛt our to behold what a laughter there 
was, Neuerthelic ſo great was the furie he was faine 
to abide in this ſkirmilh, that he cculd not eſcape. without 
two wounds, which were the ſirſt he receiued, albeit hee 
had befoze fought with the ficrce giant Baledon. ; 
Now when M.ircomyr had ſo manfully behaued him⸗ 
elle in the diſpatch ol ſo mightic an enemie,he ſtill conti⸗ 
nued his point vpon ſome sther ſhips of warre, which ha 
ſaw pet in fight with thoſe ofthe Soldan, therefoze went 
he abozd Ocurgcs gallion to relcue them with ſone ſpee⸗ 
die (fuccour : wherof as ſa@nc as the Lurks were aware, 
they began to run into ſuch a feare-and perplexitie, that 


part ot them were fozcedto Lie Tilozderly ,- and ruu ſoule 
h | | ane 
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guard, till J come to his maieſtie, to ſerue him in al things 
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ont of another , part to ſuffer wzacke, and the reſt to re⸗ 
maine ſlaine in the llaughter, oꝛ pꝛiſoners in chains. Then 
Marcomyr tommaunded his matter, to bond the gallie ho 
met ſirſt, and aſter he had delinered ont of the hands of the 

captatne thereof, many flaues,Creckes, who were ties by 
the neckes to bꝛing them to him vnto the ſhip of A benunq; 
who verily had bee ne quickly captiue and in the mercie of 
Ocutites, without the valiancie and P2oweſſe of the 
Pꝛince of Tarſus, who thus ſpake vnto the Souldans 
ſonte : 

Gentleman J would willingly beare you compante to 
Conſtantinople, had J not a votage ofgreater impoꝛtance 
another wap, whether J was ſailing, when A ſaw a ſarre 
off pour knights ſo hot in ſkirmiſh to defend pou fromthe 


hands ofthe Tyꝛant Ocurites, from whom, thankes be to 


God, vou ure now ſafe deliuered. Wherefoze J pꝛap you 


doe me this honour, to condua him ſafe to Conſtantino⸗ 


ple, together with all theſe Chꝛiſtians, which the barba⸗ 
rous pyꝛate had made captiues, beating vp and downe the 
ſtreights of the Leuãt ſea, You ſhal pꝛeſent them from me 
to the Emperour Clodomyr, and ſhall mozeoner humblie 
require him, it would be his pleaſure to commit this kan⸗ 
kered and bꝛutich enemie of the Chꝛiſtian faith vnder god 


wherein J may beſt: which ſhall be ſpedily as J hope to 
— him my pꝛomiſe in eſfea, as pou alls map certifie 
him. 

Sir knight, quoth Abenunq , it diſpleaſeth me much 
your nauigationfalleth not now out toward Conffanti- 
nople,becauſe I ſhould deeme my ſelfe very happie to bear 
you companie thether,as him of whom J will conſeſſe the 
greateſt part of my life to depend fo euer. Being vndoub- 
tedly aſſured (beſide you ſhould be very welcome) pou 
would win the honour of the triumph, which is holden at 
the wedding of one of my ſiſters, whom the Emperour 
matcheth with Dureus pzince of Bungarie. In 8 5 
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3 am ſoꝛrie replicd Marcomyr, J cannot be pꝛeſent in fo 
god companie,as J beleue will be there aſſembled, ther⸗ 
foꝛe beſech pon excuſe me fo2 this once, and another 
time J will requite pour courteſie. 

Theſe wozds came from his mouth, but in his a he 
had another determination, foꝛ 28 (one as he heard cf the 
iouſts in Conſtantinople, he determined to go thether ſe⸗ 
tretly without any other manifeſtation of hunſelle, but 
only in ſhew of a ſtrange knight, called Marcomyr : with 
this excuſe he toke leaue of Abenunq, who offered him 
manp pꝛeſents, but he would accept none, thanking him 
much foꝛ his god will, eſpecially of the aturance he gaue 
him not todepart any way from the Tmpcrours court, 
vntill he arriued there, foz he made him a pꝛomiſe befoze 
many dates were paſt, he would appeare there in perſon, 
as he requeſted him to give the Emnpersnur to vnder- 
ſtand, then bidding him adieu, entered aboꝛd his ſhip, 
commanding his maiſter to lanch out a contrary way. 


CHAP. XII. 


How Abenunq arriue th in Conſtantinople, at whoſe com- 
ming the emperour is very glad, and Eſquiuela his daugh- 
tet moſt ioifull, and how Linides the lotd oſthe iſland Li- 
quia, and the County Pelides his couſin, iouſt againſt the 
knights of the cout, and win the beſt, 
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Benunq maruelous glad of the god ſuc⸗ 


with a fauourable wind till he came to 
Conſtantinople, where as ſone as het 
was arriued, he commanded king O- 
I curites and all the Chziſt ian flaues to 
ſkiffes: whom he appointed to march tow⸗ 
ards the Emperours pallace, to acompliſh the meſlage 


which Marcomyr had ginen him in charge: whereof the 
N empero2 


tour which came at ſuch a pincy, ſailed _ 
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emperoꝛ being aduertiſed, demanded what meant this 
troupe of pꝛiſoners, when one of the pꝛintipal knights of 
A benunq who went befoꝛe to make them march in oꝛder, 
anſwered in this ſo2t, It it pleaſe your maieſtie, it is the 
king of ©ulaquin, ſonne in law to the great Zurke, who 
departed his countric witha puiſſant and huge armie to 
endomage and ruin pour empire. By iz;s traitoꝛ had the 
pꝛince Abenunq ſon to the Souldan of Babilon pour ne- 
phe b, and all his traine ben put to ſwoꝛd o2 to the chaine, 
had it not ben fo2 the ſuct our of a knight called Marco- 
myr,ſecond to none other, who reſcued vs, and hath now 
ſent him p2iſoner to pou, 

Thele god newes much pleaſed the Emperour, thin- 
king Marcomyr had bene come with Abenunq , neuer- 
theleſe, as ſone as he vnderſtod he had left him beehind 
at the ſtreight of Seſtos and Abidos he was w2oth and 
ſoze diſpleaſed: ſurelp quoth he, albeit it greneth me J 
cannot haue him in my houſe to recoinpence him as his 
pꝛoweſſe and courteſte deſerueth, pet hereof map the 
king Ocurites well vaunt himſelfe : foz were it not fo; 
reſpect of the knight by whom he is vanquiſhed and ſent 
vnta me, IJ ſhould to2zment him all the dates of his life 
with ſharpe and cruell puniſhment, to make him call to 


mind the fellonie he hath heretofoze ſhewed towards my 


vaſſals freinds and confederats, Nenertheleſe ſeing J 
reteiue him from the hand of ſo valiant a man as Marco- 
myr, he ſhall be committed to ſafegard vntilhis comming, 
Chen ſent he to lock him vp in a high tower, comman⸗ 
ding he ſhould want nothing needfull foz his life and eaſe, 
But to return to Abenunq after Diocles and the other 
loꝛds had with al courteſie entertained him, and welcouv 
med them al moze quaintly foz his owne part, he condu- 
ded him befoꝛe the emperour of whom, he was receiued 
moſt honourably, who cauſed him ta lodge in his pallace, 
in a lodging neere his ſon Diocles, who as pet was vn⸗ 
knighted as was he hixiſelſe, whereby grew a great lone 
. and 


eleſtina the Faire. 


und acquaintance bet werne theſe two, hoping both one 
day to be companions in arms together. Abenung diſ⸗ 
tour ſed then the ſumme of Marcomyrs meſſage, and could 
neuer ſatiſfie himſelf with ſufficiently commending his li⸗ 
berall bountie and vnſpeakeable valour, ſo that the god 
pꝛince was ſtil inflamed moze and moꝛe to ſe this knight, 
foz whom he bleſſed and pꝛaiſed God, who had infuſed ſo 
manp perfeations into him: the which Rifaran and Le. 
chefin did confirme by this little woꝛd, that there can ne⸗ 
uer be ſo much god and honour ſpoken in his pꝛaiſe, but 
the merit ol his vertues would far exced the capacity of 
the moſt learned and eloquent tongue which ſhould bee 
emploied to that purpoſe, After that Abenunq had deliue- 
red ſome other matters of his emballage to the Empe- 
rour,he went to ſe the Empꝛeſſe in her chamber, and as 
he would haue bowed himſelfe to kiſſe her hand with the 
moꝛe reuerence, the honourable ladie riſing vp from her 


ſeat to ſaue him that labour, receaned him wonderfull. 


courteouſlp, and at large demanded him the ne wes from 
Archidiana his mother: whomthe pꝛince anſwered in al 
points very ſagelp, as from his childhod he had ben lear⸗ 
ned to doe: then tame to embzaſe him ſwetlp the infant 
- Philocriſta and Eſquiuela her companion, who could not 
tell what countenance to make foz the extreame jop the 
felt in her mind, hauing befoze her eies the ſecond higheſt 
hope of her heart: and albeit the did all ſhe might to dil- 
ſemble it, che was conſtrained notwithſtanding in the 
end to fill the eares of the aſſiſtants with theſe ſpeches: 
Pp deareſt bꝛother J know not what greater contẽt⸗ 
ment might happen to me at this pzeſent, then to behold 
pour pꝛeſente in the aſemblie, which ſhall be here one of 
theſe daies holden fo2 me, where ſering our parents can- 
not be pꝛeſent, it hath ben their pleaſure to honour me ſo 
much as to ſendpoa in their place, who J know are as 
wel welcome to euery one, as all our company of ladies 
is glad to bid you welcome , Siſter quoth Abenunq; the 
Ny Soul⸗ 
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Sonldanour father hauing vnderſtod the honour which 
the Empcrour doth you in matching you with the prince 
Ditreus his nephew, hath ſent me to giue him heartie 
thanks, and to offer on his part vpon concluſſon of the. 
articles of contract, ſuch agreements as ſhall like him 
well, being allur cd theſe things ſo well handled by him, 
cannot chuſe but be acceptable to both parties contraacd, 
As fo! madame Archidiana gur mother, ſhe pꝛeſenteth 
pou by me many Jewels, rich ſtuffes, and other exquiſite 
ſingularities ſutable to a pꝛinceſſe of ſo great a houſe as 
vou are, to the end on pour mariage dap, vou may ſheww the 
maieſtie of the race whence pou are deſcended: hereof 
Eſquiuela and Ditreus reſted well pleaſed and ſatiſfied: 
aud now they did but long fo2 the happie hower which 
ſhould bꝛing them that ioy and contentation which they 
had ſolong in heart deſired, 

In the ineane time the Emperour he cauſed a triumph 
to be pabliſhed thoꝛowout all Greece, and vpon the fif- 
tenth day following , ſhould the marriage be ſolemn- 
ly celebꝛated, ſo that vou might h:ne ſcene what an tnft- 
nite number ofknights flocked daily to the court from all 
parts. Amongſt others thether came Linides lo2d of the 
iſland Liquia,he that had done moꝛe valiant aas inthe ad- 
uenture of Celeſtina then any other aduenturer: And ofa 
truth was thought to be one of the beſt men at armes at 
that time in all the Empire, thozow the which was al⸗ 
ready ſpꝛead the fains of this feaſt. This knight toke 
with hun in companie only his couſta, the County Peli- 
des a hardie gentleman, and ſo eſteemed and accounted of 
all in martiall aſtairs, albeit he was yonger then Line- 
des. Ihen they were both arriued at Conſtantinople, 
they would not enter into the cittie, but encamped them⸗ 
ſelues in the plaine a great way from others, and ner vn- 
to the high way, by which the trauellers did paſſe, there 
they railed their tents, and diſpatched pzeſently a ſquire 
to the court to make known that wholoeuer wauld icuſt, 
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attending the triumph, he ſhould find two knights readie 
in the feld, who would hold them plap:fo2 ſo had they the 
night befoꝛe laid their plot. 

As ſone as the ſquire had publiſhed his meſſage in the 
pallace, the Duke de Pera vnderſtanding thereof, made 
this anſweare to him: Gentleman mp friend, returne pou 
ts theſe champions, and tell them from me, there will be 
one in the fleld by and by, who taketh delight in that ex⸗ 
erciſe, ⁊ will not refuſe to bꝛeake a lance o2 two with the, 
With this anſwere came backe the ſquire to the two 
couſins, whoſe embaſſage when the emperour had vnder⸗ 
ſtod, he imagined with himſelfe,theſe two knights muſt 
nerds be Marcomyr and Ozalias his cauſin, whereof hee 
was exceding glad: and ſent Rifaran to take a vic w of 
them, who mounting guickly on hoꝛſebacke, found Le- 
des diſarmed at the entrance of his tent, and his couſin 
the Countie readie armed at al points, except his helmet, 
which was off his head, whom when he knew not, he de⸗ 
manded whether they were the challengers who had ſent 
to deſie the knights of the court: whereunto the 102d of 
Liquia anſwered, They were p men ; to whoreplicd R- 
faran againe: You haue vndertaken a matter which pon 
ſhall at your eaſe enioy but a (mall while, but J belcue 
pou haue donc it erpꝛeſly to meet with ſome one quickie, 
who might apparantly repꝛeſſe and abate pour pꝛide. 
When it ſhall fall out ſo,quoth Linedes, we ſhall but keep 
others comparne, who whenthey cannot bung to paſſe 
their enterpuſes,remain only fruſtrate of their deſſeigns: 
therefo2e we pray pou take no care foꝛ our aitatrs, 92.cite 
goe arme pour ſelfe: fo2 it is the ac of a knight to ſight 
with his ſwoꝛd. and not with his tongue, otherwiſe pou 
ſhall infringe the oꝛder which euerp valiant man cught 
to hold deare as his life. 

When Rifaran had ended theſe woꝛds, he toke his 
leaue of them to returne towards the Emperour, whom 


MII: was not Marcomyr noz Ozalias: -aibeit thep 
,- i ſemed 
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ſeemed to be both two bzaue and hardie knights, and 
could not be but ſome puiſſant and great perſonages, by 
their outward apparance. Then went foꝛth many god 
knights to pꝛoue themſelues againſt the County, who foz 
all that carried away the honour from them all without 
any aid from Linedes at all, who all the while neuer laid 
hand to ſhield noꝛ lance,ſo that the Emperour who was 
there in the field to ſee them run, ſaid he neuer ſaw knight 
in his life that carried his lance better, noz ran with a 
better grace then did this champion, of whom he had 
much maruell, conſider ing his imal cozpulence and yong 
age. Thꝛough all the tourt there was almoſt none other 
ſpech but of the dexterity and fine cariage which he vſed 
in his Jouſting, whereupon Rifaran and Lechefindeter- 
mined to run againſt him: notwithſtanding they would 
not doe it till the laſt dap, to the end the County and Line- 
des his couſin being vanquiſhed by them, their Pꝛoweiſe 
might be knowne, and ſpoken of aboue all thoſe who 
ſhould haue receiued anp foile in the Jouſting. But there 
tame by chance thether ſome who put them out of that 
paine,as we ſhall hereafter declare, 


CHAP. XIIL 


How Arnedes ſonne to the king of France, and Recindos his 
couſin, the king of Caſtiles ſon, came to Conſtantinople, 
where Arnedes vanquiſhed at the Iouſt, Linedes and the 

County his couſin, for which occcaſion they were greatly 
honoured of the Emperour, 


Pa Ve French king, father toLewis Duke of Bur- 
> gondie, in the latter end of his age, after many 


other things called to mind how when the peace 

k. was eſtabliched betweene the emperour Cleo. 

domyr and him he concluded to ally themſelues togither 

by marrtage,if God ener gaue them iſſue ſo to doe: to the 
| | end 


ale. 


end in the Heroical and generous heuſe of France might 
be ſence to raigne, childꝛen iſſued out of tws of the moſt 
illuſtrious ofſp2ings in feats of armes, which were be- 
twene the two celeſtiall poles: foz this cauſe did her 
giue his ſon Lewis charge, ſeing the time and occaſions 
fell out fit fo2 the purpoſe, that he (ould call vpon the em- 
peroz to fulfill his pzomiſe , The pꝛince marrying with 
the daughter of Caſtile, had iſſue of her tha male, and 
two female, both at one burthen, and faire inallperfeai- 
on, The elder of the bzethzenhad to name Arnedes , who 
was a wiſe and valiant knight, and ſet all his delight in 
ng armes, and continuall exerciſe ofmatiall diſct- 
pline. Now king Lewis ſæing his ſonne was marriagea- 
ble, withdzew him one dap aſide into his chamber, where 
he began thus: Py ſon, ſo extreame is the naturall incli⸗ 


nation ot the god will J bear towards you, that J would 


by no means ſe&ke to doe any thing which might not con⸗ 
tent pou as well as mp ſelfe : this J ſpeake, becauſe pour 
moſt honourable Grandfather of god memoꝛie being in 


his latter age, gaue me charge to match you in mari⸗ 


age with the E mperour of Conſtantinaples daughter, to 
the end the childzen which ſhould be bozne of pou both, 
mightrefſemble in ſome things their famous and ſo much 
renowned anceſtozs, Wherefoze I amdetermined ſperdi⸗ 
ly to ſend mine embaſadoz to himfoz to ſollicite thts mas 
riage, whereunto Jbeleue he will gine conſent moſt 
willingly,and well can J aſſure you mp ſonne , that this 
Pꝛincelle, named Philochriſta,of age betwene fifteen and 
firtene peares, is one of the faireſt and moſt beautifull 
creatures, which nature euer bꝛought fo2th vnder the mo⸗ 


tion of the ſpheares , Arnedes when he heard his father 


deale ſo ſecretly with him about ſuch a matter, beſonght 
bim humbly not to trouble himſelfe any further therein, 
as pet,fo2 he would put him in mind thereof another time 
moze fit foz the purpoſe: the king ſeeing him ſo cold, deſi⸗ 
ſted ihe matter. But the yongpzince who had heard of the 


— 


*. . 

58 T he delectable Hy 
ſurpaſſing be autie ot᷑ Philocriſta (who had not her like in 
all the regions ef the leuant) and of the deeds of Chiualrie 
bone by knights in the court of the Emperour Cleodo- 
myr her tather, he could neuer remoue her out ot his mind, 
but in him from day to day, ſtill encreaſeda moſt ſeruent 
deſire te paſſe to Conſtantinople, with intent, il this lady 
lied hun to demand her in mar iage el her father, \wvhere- 

G vnto if he would nat giue conſent, to exploit ſuch feats of 

U armes in the tountries 2f Greece, that the honour thereof 

1, wp ſhonls at his returne accompanie hun homewards. Buch 
Fel was the pꝛoiea of his deſleigne, which he imparted very 
144 willingly to Recindos his couſin, ſonne to the Caffiltan 
king, t a moſt valerous and hardie knight, who encoura⸗ 
ged him to put it in pꝛaaiſe, that it might take effec:vows/ 
ing he would til death alwaies kpe him god e loial com⸗ 
panie:and the woꝛſt were, they could gouern themſelnes 
ſo wiſely bydilguiſing oftheir perſons, places, and diuerſt⸗ 
ty of language in this buſines, that no man liuing ſhauld 
be able to deſcrie their perſons, oꝛ diſcouer their dꝛilts. 

The plot thus laid betwerne theſe two couſins, to take 

bpon them this voltage, he went ſtrait to his father, who 

very willingly. gaue him his leaue, vpon condition hee 
Gould ſtay as little while as might ber in thoſe countries 
of the leuant. 

Do killing his father the kings hand, toke bis leaue in 
the ſecretſt manner which might be, taking along with 
him but onely thz& oz foure perſons, with bis dwarfe,and 
Recindos his couſin, whom he loued from the entiereſt of 
his heart. Towards Parſilia they made with as much 
(pxd as might be, where finding a ſhip ready foz them 

| equipped, they waighedankers,andſet ſailes, but had the 

} 1 i weather ſo contrary;that being wearie of trauelling the 

1 tempeſtuous ſea, they were ſaine to put into the firſt poꝛt 

44 of Greece, and ſend awaie their ſhip by ſea to mert them 

11'11 at Conſtantinople. One whole dap ſoiourned Arnedes t 

11 
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Recindos in this hauen, and on the mozrow hauing put on 
| their 
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their rich armoꝛs, they road ſo great a iournie, that dy the 
way they heard newes ol the triumph which was to be 
helden in the Emperours court: whereof being meruel- 
lous glad, they road ſo great a pate, that they came to 
Conſtantinople th:& dates befoze the mariage of Dureus 
and Eſquiuela were telebꝛated, and iuſt at the time of their 
arriuall was the @mperour gone abꝛoad in the cuening 
with many of his Barons, to behold the Countie in his 
Jouſts, where he toke pleaſure in the god adzeſſe he se 
this knight had to manage a hoꝛſe, albeit he was ſome- 
what angrie to (& thoſe of his court ſo foiled by him: 
whercfoze his mind couldneuer be at quiet till he knew 
whotheſe Jouſters were : to whome he vſed manp cours 
teſies, aftcr he knew they were deſcended of the loꝛd of 
the iſland L iquia, whomhe vanguiſht in his conqueſt of 
| the Sagitarie. As the emperour then was beholding this 
Jouſt, and the countie had diſmounted the ſixt knight who 
entred the liſts, tame in Araedes and Recindos, whohad 
not trau lled far that day: quickly had they put on their 
helmets,and to one end of the carrier went Arnedes, flew 
cing and vauting his hoꝛ ſe in the aire, as who would ſap, 
he demanded iouſt. The County ſeeing aknight appeare 
vpon the barres, mounted pzeſently on hozſebacke, with 
a ſtill pzeſumption to cole quickly this aſſailants bꝛaua⸗ 
doe, but he was farre deteiued: foz gallopping as faſt as 
they could,thep made ſuch a furious encounter, that thep 
bzake their lances within their gantlets, finiſhing their 
carter without other harm: then ſaid the countie to Arne- 
des, Sit knight it is at your choice to haue another bout, 
if pot think god, Content, J am readie, quoth the pꝛince 
of France, le ing J haue done ſo little gad with the firſt; 
then to ſhew their beſt befoze the cmperour and other 
god knights who were there pzeſent , they made the ſe- 
cond encounter with a far greater fur ie thenthe firſt, in 
ſuch ſoꝛt, that the very earth ſeemed to linke vnder them 
as they met in their race: the County had ti woꝛſt, ſoʒ 
| D that 
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that withbut bzeaking, Arnedes caried him to the ground 


with bis courtelax, neuertheleſle he loſt his ſtirrops with- 


out euer ſtirring out of his icat, 
The Emperour aud all the other loꝛds were very glad 
ſering the pꝛide ofthe county laid along, ſo that they did al 
highly commend the vnknowne knight. Linedes was full 
wꝛoth when he ſaw his couſin lie on the ground befo2e 
him, in very ill taking by reaſon ol his fall, wherfoꝛe cau- 
ſing his helmet to be kaced being befoze armed at al other 
points) he was ſone mounted, and taking a great launce 
in hand, Arnedes and he ruſht vpon one another in a great 
rage. Linedes was (o chollericke; that her miſt his blow, 
neuertheleſſe his enemie miſt not to hit him ſo full that 
be boze him backward ouer his hoꝛſe crouper,and becauſe 
be would not let goe the raines of the bꝛidle, thinking to 
ſaue himſelfe from the ground, his hoꝛſe roſe an end, and 
tell back ward vpon him, which bzuſed him very ſoze, 
whereby he felt great paine aged while after . But Ar- 
nedes was as freſh after this Jouſting, as if he had not 
ben in it at all, therefoze retiring to his companion, thus 
quoth he to him: Tome let vs goe kiſſe the Emperours 
dand, foꝛ here is nothing moze foz vs to doe. C ff did they 
their helmets, and went toward the troupe who maruel⸗ 
led greatly at the valiancie of the Frenchman : Foz eue⸗ 
ry one knew how much Linedes was eſteemed thꝛough al 
the land of Greece. . { 
The Emperour ſe ing they made the next way to him, 
went befo2e apace to welcome them: whenthey offered 
to kiſſe his hand: he would not permit, becauſe he did not 
know them, but embꝛaced them both louingly, ſaying: y 
friends ve are moſt welcome into my countrie, where 
pou haue made me wonderfull ioifull by pour great valoz 
perfo2med in pour perſons : therefoze J pꝛay pou tell me 
who pouare, and I ſhall loue and eſteme pou a great 
deale the better: then quoth Arnedes, It is the grace and 
vertue of pour maieſty, who honoureth alwaies knights, 


although 


Celeſtina the Faire, ” 


although they little deſerue it: we are knights of the 
houſe of the king of France: foz my part Jam a nere 
kinſman of Lewis duke of Bur gondy. In god faith quoth 
the Emper our, vour phifiognomie, feature, and all the li⸗ 
neaments ol pour body doe bew2ap pon: fo2 that in them 
vou doe very much reſemble dim, and therefoze do Jlone 
vou ſo much the moze, fo2 the great honour and pleaſure 
that J haue heretofoze receiued of him and his bꝛother. 
So taking the one in his right hand and the other in the 
left, he conducted them both into his pallace, where after 
they were diſarmed. he did them the greateſt honoz which 
he and all his might poſſibly deulſe. | 


CHAP. XIIII. 


How Marcomyrand Ozalias atriue within foure daies iour- 
me of Conttantinople, from whence they depart after 
that they had changed their armes. In their way they 
lodge in an old knights houſe, of whom Marcomyr vn- 
— the whole diſcourſe of the aduenture of Ce- 
leſtina. | h 


Arcomyr after he left Abenung in 
the ſtreight of Abidos and Seftos, 
commanded bis pilots to thʒuſt in 
with the neereſt pozt ts Conſtan⸗ 
tinople called Saint Lo2din, a 

coaft towne foure leagues diſtant 

by landfrom the cittie. There did 

he make them caſt anker, with 

charge not to ſtir thence till his returne. In the meane 
while he and Ozalias diſguiſingtheir armours, fo fear to 
be diſc ouered, departed with foure ſquicrs onelp fog their 
ſeruice. That night they lodged by chance at the fat of 
hill in the houſe of a knight , poze in gods, but nodieil 
beartand perſon, who — chearfully,and 
1 in⸗ 
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intreated them though not ſumptuoufly and with exqui- 
ſit dainties, pet courteouſly, and with great dumanttie. 
The greater part of this gad entertainement, pꝛorce⸗ 
ding from his wife, and one very faire daughter, which 
did eraaly marke the demeanoꝛ of theſe knights, 
At ſupper time atter much other talke, the old knight 
demanded of his gueſts, if they went tothe triumph at 
Conſtantinople foꝛ, quoth he, I came from thence yeſter- 
day, wondꝛing much at the great number of nobles, who 
are come thcthcr alreadie to be pꝛeſent thereat. Then he 
began to make vnto themthe whole diſcourſe ofthe Jou⸗ 
ſting betweene the county Peclides and Arnedes, wherein 
Marcomyt toke a meruailous delight to hear him talke: 
neuertheleſſe he could not foꝛbeare to ſay thus much vn- 
to him: I wonder much in al the Emperours court there 
cannot be found any knight, who might in valour and 
chiualrie excell the two confins and the Frenchmen. Ot 
a truth ſir,anſwered the god old man, it is euen as I ſay, 
neuertheleſſe J am ofthis beliefe, if Belcarin ſonne to the 
king of Hungarte, and bꝛother to the betrothed Dareus 
had ben there, he would haue depꝛiued the French man 
ofthe viaoꝛy. which he wonfromthe County and Lincdecs 
bis touſin: ſæing they haunt chiualries and woꝛthy ſeats 
114 of armes, foz the which he is moꝛe and moze renowned 
j\ daily, in guarding the aduenture of Celeſtma. Noz was 

"8 there euer knight who arrived there to pꝛoue himſelfe in 
| 


the enchaunted combat inte he made his aſap in the eu- 
| ls terpꝛiſe, whom he hath not ſurmounted and happily van- 


f . quiſhed, ſo that Celeſtina is pet faſt encloſed within the 

'F Fairies tower, and ſhal be vntil ſome knight mozefoztu- 
1 58 nate and aduenturous then Belcarin. deliuer her thence, 
i Foz he hath ſwoꝛne to emplop ſo well all the ſinewes of 
Wee his ſtrength, that none ſhall fetch herthence, (ſæing her 
mk failed therein) if he doe not ſurpaſſe him in valour and 
16 g2owelre, 
1 ! - Thinke pou whether Marcomyr were jolfulloznot, 


bearing 
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hearing him ſpeake of. Celeſtina , when a ſodaine and 
vehement heat (which p2oceeded from the flame, wherc- 
with he felt his heart fiercd hefoze foz her loue) ſeiſed in 
ſuch manner his members, that in an inſtant he changed: 
his coulour many times, and his very ſoule altered all 
her powers at this only woꝛd of Celeſtina. Wherefoze 
with all inſtancie the knight pꝛaied his hoſt to declare of 
what race this Damſell was deſcended, and to diſcourſe 
at large to him the aduenture, wherein theſe knights. 
went to trie themſelues, thinking to deliuer her: likes 


wiſe in what countrie was the caſtell where the Fairies 


had deuiſed this enchantment, fo; that oftentimes he had 
heard ſpeech therof, but neuer man could tel him the truth 
thercof,Sir,thenquoth the old man, vnderſtand the dam- 
ſell(one of the faireft and maſt gracious pꝛinceſſes, as is 
knowne in this terreftriall habitation betwene the two 
tropicks of heauen) is daughter to the king of Theſſalie, 
now pziſoner to the great Turke, and was from her cra- 
dle fatallp encloſed in the caſtell of Carderie bp thꝛꝶ en- 
chantereſſes, ladies of that Alle: whofozeſaw by their 
art Pagick,that her father who was their great freind, 
ſhould neuer get out oſ captiuitie from the infidell, but by 
the meane ofſome accomplithed and perfect knight. Do 
did they deniſc the inthantment, that the fame ofthe beau⸗ 
ty or this bamſel, which they had ſpꝛead th2zoughout al the 
regions round abont, oz els the deſire to win the king⸗ 
dome of Theſſalie (foz he who could ſet her fre from 
thence, eſpouſing her to wife, ſhontd inherit it aſter the 
death ofthe captiuc king) would pꝛouoke god knights to 
trie their foztune in that aduenture: and indeed many 
repaire thether vpon hope to exploit ſo happie a conqneſt, 


as Belcarin himſelfe, who thought to atchicue it attghe 


firſt; but his ſtrength comming two ſhoꝛt, as alſo that of 
many others, he reſolued to make the acceſſe to this fo;- 
treſſe moꝛe difficult , vntill hefoz whome the pꝛiuceſſe of 
Theſlalie was deinated „ ſhould arriue there, cuvued 
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with ſo much valour and magnamikte as ſhould make 
him by foꝛce auoid the place, 

This god gentleman told Marcomyr many ſtoꝛies of 
Celeſtina, the which he heard attentinely:with the which 
his ſpirit was ſo much moned, that then he beleeucd the 
woꝛds 87 the old beldame would p2oue true, and ſ&ing 
ſhe was able to tell him ſo many things of Cele ſtina, ſhe 
might be very well one of the Fairies which did deniſe 
this enchantment, the-abolition whereofhe ſuppoſed e⸗ 
uer afterward was only reſerued to him: whereof ve felt 


an incredible toy in his heart, which p2i> him foꝛward to 


pꝛoſetute the aduenture. Wherfoze he called to him one 
of his ſquiers, commanding him to lay vpon the table all 
the rich ie wels and rings, he had at that time, wherof he 
frankely gaue awaythe grrateſt to the god old man and 
to his daughter, pꝛaying him to marry her honourably, 
and he would furniſh a ſum ol money foz a do werp, and all 
other things neceſlarie fo2 her marriage, From thence he 
toke his tourney very ſecretly with Ozalias towards 
Conſtantinople, and lodged that night within two miles 
of the citie , where they aduiſed not to ſhew themſelnes, 
but only vpon the two firſt dates,and then to depart awap 
to take their voiage towards the iſle of Carderie. 


C HAP. XV. 


How Marcomyr commeth vaknowne vnto Conſtantino- 


ple, where he won the price and honour of the firſt Iou- 
{ting,and the morrow after departed the court, fearing to 
be fought out for the ſame caule, 


. De marriage day ol pzince Ditreus and the in⸗ 
Nr fant Eſquiuela being tome, the Emperour and 
all dis knights put on their richeſt robes, but as 
eb. I boue all others, Arnedes the king of Francehis 
ſonne appeared ſumptuous and magnificent, hoping to 
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haue a fight of the pꝛinceſle Philocriſta, her to whom the 
conqueſt of his heart was already vowed, All thinges 
were in a readineſſe and gad oꝛder, when the Empꝛeſſe 
tame fozth with Philocriſta and her two other young 
daughters to accompanie the bꝛide to church, who was ſo 
go2geouſly attired with ie wels aud other rich oꝛnamẽ ts, 
and like wiſe the thꝛe infants with many other ladies of 
the blodroiall, that the great riches which was about 
their verſons that day could not be valued: no2 could any 
humane tongue, were it ofthe eloquent Demoſthenes oꝛ 
Cicero, once app2zochto tel the wozthp pꝛaiſe of their rare 
and perfea beauties, and eſpecially that ofthe ladie Phi- 
locrilta. Who comming in fight of pꝛince Arnedes, did 
dzaw him into ſuch admiration, that but he had ſence her, 
he could neuer haue bel&ued ſhe had beene endued with 
halfe ſo naturall perfed ion. Foz euen as the ſun, the moſt 
excellent ot all planets, ſhe wing himſelfe vpon the Þo2i- 
ſon, thꝛough the great t inextinguib 
dimmeth the light of all other ſtarres, dazeling the eies of 
thoſe who long time behold it, euen ſo was it with the in⸗ 
fant Philocriſta,whoſe celcſtial poꝛtr aiture, did obſcure al 
other ladies nere about her, and mo2eouer did much al⸗ 
ter the ind gement of Arnedes, who being confounded in 
his ſenſure, did eſtcem the perfect beautie of this pꝛinceſſe 
karre aboue that of the goddeſſe, who appeared to Paris 
Alexander in the mountaines of Ada, when ſhe had title 
to be faireſt ofthe thꝛæ. 

Eſquiuela and Philocriſta arrated in this ſumptuotis 
manner, with all curioſity of iewels and womens oꝛna⸗ 
ments, were mounted vpon two whitehacknies,bzauelp- 
harneſſed and trapt to the ground with ſhones ſet in col⸗ 
lets and buckles of gold, ſinely wzought and embꝛodered 
duer. Next vnto whom rode Diocles mounted vpon a 
great Bartzary ho2ſe,caparaſſond after the turkiſh man⸗ 
ner, to tondua the bꝛide, and Abenunq her bzother came 
next the Pꝛinceſle Phulocriſta:but Lechefin who loued — 


le light of his beames 
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not the leaſt, put himſelfe on the other fide to goe front by 
front with her, pet fo2 all that, Arnedes (whom Cupido 
, didimpaticntly maiſter) wzought fo cunningiy by his a- 
4! morrous dcutſcs , that he got the place ſinely from him, 
Wo whereby he might behold her better at his caſe : whereat 
wy Lecheſinf̃ell in fo ineruelous an indignation, that from 
4 t thence fozwardhe beganto beare him moꝛe then amoz- 

| tall grudge , perteauing thereby very well he loued her 

| as well as himfclfe, Recindos ſoꝛted htmſelfe with the in- 

I's. f fant Meliſla, Ditreus ſiſter fo; ſhe ſimed to him excæ ding 

14 faire and gratious: with whom Rifaran, who was her con- 
oh "duc, made her quickly acquainted by ſaping : it was the 

4 knight who vanquiſhed the earle, and that foz his tanda- 

Ml dabte vertues, he well deſerned ſome fanour above the 

174% reſt. By meanes wherof he began to make him diſcourſe 
U dk man excellent matters, which ſhe could do merue llous 

1 Il well bp reaſon of the ripe vnderſtanding and ſine grace 
ll where with nature had enriched her. Foz the needed not 
0 to be taught to vſe her tongue attably and diſcreetly, 

154 Here by the wap, Recindos was ſo cnflamed with her 
wo loue, that as long as he liued, the heat ſo liuely kindled, 
I dweit in bis heart that it could neuer be quenched after 
that time. Now il he were wet pleaſed in mind, the pzince 
Arnedes was no leſſe glad fo2 his part, beholding himlelfe 
in that pearle of beautie, which his deare ladte Philocriſta 
inderited from the day of her birth: whom he gane well 
to vnderſtand by his curious and ofteniaking on her, that 
he was her entire and perpetuall laue, pet neuer was ſo 
bold to tell her the leaſt woꝛd in the wozld thereof,ſuch a 
ſtrange humour felt he in his ſoule, which lezbad him to 
ſpeake. | 

But in the meane time Lechefin, whoſe eies fed of her 
beautie, much greened at ſuch an obiec, did rage with 


greefe and intollerable phzenfie , multiplying in his ſto⸗ 


_ moꝛe and moꝛe the rage and hatred he bozeagainf 
un. 8 


When 
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When all thts honcurable troupe was arriued within 
thep2incipall church ol the cittie,the ſolemnitp of thema- 


then after the ſame oꝛder it came, returned with as godly 
pompe to the pallace where they did couer fo2 the feaſt, 
which was ſo ſumptuous and magnificent in all 
that it might almoſt compare with that of the gods, held 
at the mariage of Peleus and the goddeſſe Thetis. The ta- 
bles were ſerued in, and the pꝛinces and p2tncefſes all (et 
and placed in their o2der , then began a ioiſull muſicke in 
the which were inftruments of all ſozts: here might the 
jouers behold their ladies, whereby they reccined an ex⸗ 
teeding toy in their hearts „which they could not difſem- 
ble after dinner, when they ſhe wed by the agility of their 
bodies in dauncing, the great deſire euerp one had to win 
the fauourable iudgement of his miſtreſſe, tobe reputed 
the fineſt reueller. 

In this iollitie paſt they that day away with great 
pleaſure and content, till the houre the bzidegrome and 
bꝛide were to goe to bed: when the Empꝛelle her ſelle 
bꝛought the P2inceſſe Eſquiuela into the buide chamber, 
where ſhe left her in a bed, which was richly pzepared foz 
her, andthe Emperoꝛ himſelfe bzought Dureus into the 
ſame, and ſone after cuery one retired into his lodging: 
Araedes amongſt the reſt, the ioiſulleſt man liuing in his 
mind, bꝛake thus with Recindos: How like pou couſin, 
the beauty of Philocriſta? did pou euer ſ& a moze rare 
and perfect perce: Ah, I mult needs haſten the end of this 
my molt vꝛgent buſineſſe : to giue ſome howers of quiet 
reſt to the anguich of my poꝛe paſſionate heart, wherfoze 
J am determined to diſpatch a poſt to the king my fa- 
ther, to the end he (end hether honourable embaſſado2s, 
who ſhall conclude this marriage with the Emperour, 
Peane while J will ſound the depth of this amourous ri⸗ 
uer, and I will ſe whether the knowledge and wiſdome 


ofthe ſpirit of P}ulocrita be cozreſpondent to her ſinguler 
- 


beau⸗ 


riage was incontinent celebꝛated with great ceremonie, 
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beautie: and if ſo be her inward vertue ſecond the ercel- 
lencie, wherewith nature hath outwardly endued her, 
J may repute my ſelfe the moſt happie and fo2tunate 
knight, who liueth vnder the zones of the heauen, hauing 
ber once in my power, | 

Surely fir replied Recindos,you may truly pꝛaiſe her, 
and J pꝛay vnto God in devout and humble pꝛaler, our 
comming may ſucceed as well in my behalfe,as J beleue 
it will fall out thoztly in vours: fo as touching my mat- 
ter, il the grace and courteſie of Meliſla doe not giue me 
ſome ſuccaurable comfozt , J map well aſſure pou, it had 
bene better fo2 me J had neuer ſet ſot in theſe countries, 
Then Arnedes toke him in his arms and embzaced him, 
ſaving: O how glad and eaſed am J by theſe pour wo2ds, 
which haue pleaſed my hearing aboue all other: Sting 
by them J (& pou are my companion in all things, repoſe 
I pꝛap vou pour firme hope in him, on whom depend all 
things, who by his deuine bounty ſhalldirec our actions 
ſo well that with time they ſhall ſozt a happie effec. And 
if it pleaſe him to lauoꝛ mine affairs that they carp aright 
and ſucceed, J will woꝛke pours till they compaſe the 
matter pou leuell at. Courage then, and let vs make the 
Greeks know France b2eedeth as god knights and men 
of as great valoꝛ as anp nation in the woꝛld. 

Upon theſe ſpeeches , they went to take their reſt till 
the mozrow, when the Emperdur went fozth into the 
fields with the Empꝛeſſe and the new maried couple, 
who were condug ed by the thꝛe infants to the ſcaffolds 
which were richly hanged with clothes of ſtate 8 tiſſue, 
where they might behold the triumph better at their eaſe, 
Hard were it to count the number of ladies, gentle wo⸗ 
men, and others, who were aſſembled without the citty 
to view this godly ſight:the ſcaffolds were tho2zowlp re⸗ 
pleniched, and the pꝛeſſe on euerp ſide the ſtages ſo great, 
that if could not hold halfe the people, foꝛ the knights on- 
ly who came within the liſts to Jouſt, made vp the num⸗ 
ber 
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ber of fir thouſand, all choice men and bꝛaue champfons, 
when they began to come to hands, pou mightheare the 
atre ring on cuery ſide with dꝛums and trompets, which 
ſounded the aault , and fozthwith the combattants run 
together, craſhing their lances, hacking and he wing one 
another with their cemitozics and courtelaxes. There 
might pou haue ſeene a thouſand blazing ſtatres, by rea- 
ſon of the glitring of ſo many bꝛaue krontſtala, helmets, 
ſheilds,and guilded armours, faire burniſhed and ſhining 
bꝛight as the ſun, oꝛ as the Carbuncles in a darke place. 
Then might you ſ& vpon their helmets ſo many rich 
plumes, mottoes, penſels and fauours, where hanged the 
deuiſes and couloꝛs ofthe ladies of many knights, that it 
was an asmirable thing to behold them: and moſt im⸗ 
poſſible fo2 vs ts recount all the other ercellencics and 
ſumptuoſities of this aſſembly : neither is it of the ſub- 
ſtance of our hiſtoꝛie to repoꝛt. 

At the firſt encounter were many knights ſtrangers 
laid along: the Courtiers behaued themſclues gallant- 
lp, and had ſurely carried a wap the honour of the day, had 
not Linedesand the Earle his couſinſtept in, who re- 
ſembling two furious lions, bzuſht them ſo thoꝛololy on 
euery ſide (to be reuenged of the ſhame they had receaued 
by Arnedes meane) that no man durſt come nere them. 
Theſe then did maintaine the field, and did meruellous 
feats of armes: but Arnedes who of purpoſe held on the 
contrarie part, ſ&ing himſelfe in p2eſence of his deare 
Ladie Philocriſta, in place where ſhe might well judge 
of his Chiualrie, thꝛuſt himſelfe without feare into the 
thickeſt of them, and did meruailous aces with his per⸗ 
ſon, 

Now the Emperour who knew well the valour and 
dexterity of the beſt, ſ&eing the great and admirable feats 
of armes exploited by the readie addzeſſe of his bodte, 
thought with himfeife the wozds of the lady who came 
into his court, would be now verified, to wit: that there 

Py ſhould 
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ſhould arriue knights from ſtrange conntries whoſhonld 
ſurpaſſe his in magnanimitie and pꝛowelle. Neuerthe⸗ 
tee he did greatly reioice to ſœe Rifaran make his valoz 
fo well knowne amongſt the reſt, foꝛ he neuer couched 
{annce in vaine, but ſome knight went to the ground. So 
violent was the martial fur ie of theſe men at armes who 
held on the Courtiers ſide, that their aduerſaries had ne⸗ 
ner ben able to ſtand befoꝛe them, if Martomyt and Oza- 
las had not by chance ioined to their ſuccoꝛ.Ozalias came 
firſt to the conflict, where he began to ſtrike ſuch full 
ſtroakes,that quickly he made them know in what ſpoꝛts 
he knew beſt to employ the foꝛce of his armes and by and 
by arriued Marcomyr,carying a coat of armoꝛ red, and 
vpon a ſheild in a grerne fleld painted with alittle lower 
argent, which he deuiſed fo2 this purpoſe, becanſe her 
would not be knowne of Abeuunq noz of Rifaran, who had 
ſenc him often in the other egulppage. Befo2e he entred 
into the Jouſts, he ſtaid a god while to behold the citie of 
Conſtantinople, then caſting his eies very curioudy one 
while vpon the Emperour his father, who ſat aloft vpon 
the ſcaffolds, with many nobles and Barons round about 
him, another while vpon the empꝛelle, and her ladies and 
gentlewomen, who were there to accompauie her, mer- 
nelledto ſ& there ſo great number of nobilitie and mag⸗ 
nificence , wherefo2e he ſaid thus to himſelfe: O ſoue⸗ 
raigne God, creatoꝛ and direco2 of all things, I find my 
felfe infinitely bounden to ſerue and obey pon, and to re- 
nerence you moꝛe then any other of pour creatures, ha- 
uing giuen me lucha father, who beſide he is reputed the 
beſt knight boꝛne vader the ſtarres, pou haue mozeoner 
treated him the greateſt Pꝛince who raigneth this day 
vpon the earth: now ſcking you haue graunted me fo ine⸗ 


ſtimable a fauoꝛ to be boꝛne ot᷑ ſo rare and excellent a per⸗ 


ſonage, à muſt do mp beſt indeuonr to reſemble him, and 
to ſhe w in ſomthing J am his ſon: fo2 albeit J now Jouſt 
againſt the knights of his court, J belæue her ſhall haue 

none 


Celeſtina the Faire. 


none occaſion to repꝛehend me in ought, when he ſhall 
know the gad zeale J haue to doe him ſeruice in al other 
things: his courage encreaſed ſo much, as he had ſpoken 
theſe woꝛds, in ſeeing himſelfe bekoꝛe the Emperoꝛ his 
father, that ſetting ſpurs to a ſtrong courſer which cari⸗ 
ed him, he roughly entered the liſts, where befoze he had 
bꝛoken his lance, he ſent many knights to the ground, 
then began to lay about him ſo luſtily, and with his great 
ce mitoꝛie to doe ſo many wonderfull aas, that thoſe at his 
part taking courage, raunged themſelues into oꝛder by 
him, and came vpon the courtiers till they abandoned the 
place. Knowing then Arnedes ſurpaſſed al the reſt in feats 
bf armes, he gaue him ſo ſturdy a blow vpon the helmet, 

that he made him goe againſt his will aſtoniſhed to the 
ground: at the ſame inſtant with another ſtroake ſmot 
Pernedin eldeſt ſonto the duke ol Pera, beũdes his hoꝛſe, 
who was eſteemed one of the bꝛaueſt knights in all 
Greece, Which hardie Rifaran perteiuing, came vpon 
Marcomyr,his (wo2d charged in his hand, wherewith he 
hit him two ſuch blowes one after another, that de made 
him terle the ſmart thereof a god while after: but he had 
quickly his reuenge : foz Marcomyr was in ſuch a fury a⸗ 


gainf him that he neuer left him till he had his patment 


and was diſmounted, Then angrie as a lion, he ſtroke on 
enery fide with ſuch a great that none durſt ſtand 
defoze him. Recindos his touſin Arnedes difarſoned, 
- koke in hand A great lance, to run againſt his aduerfarie 
with a poulder: but Marcomyr ſpying him came towards 
him,toke as gad a one out of his ſquters hands, (who al- 
waies attended nere him withſwozdand lance tofurniſh 
him at bis ned) and running furiouſlp one agatnſt anos 
ther, they encountred as moztall enemies; Marcomyr 


pierced Recindos ſhield and armour, and giuing hima lit⸗ 


tle wound, doꝛe him ouer his hozſe crouper to the ground: 
be was alſo a little wounded in his bzeaſt with his ene- 
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mies (wozd, wherewith he was ſo mad, that with the 


P tif firſt. 


 firft blow he froke afterwards, he ſent Lechefin fo bear 
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htm companie inthe place, who albeit he were but young 
in years, he was neuertheleſſe ſkilfull in armes and har⸗ 
dy, and till that hower had behaued Hhimlelfe mot vali⸗ 
antlp at all aſſates, 

Who could euer declare the admirable chiualries Mar- 
comyr did in this martiall conflict : certainly the Empe⸗ 
roꝛ wondꝛed much at them (being ignoꝛant who it might 
be / foꝛ he auered he neuer ſaw accompliſhed knight of ſo 
great pꝛoweſſe. The like did Diocles, who had an ex⸗ 
treame deſire to know his name, wherevnto Abenunq 
anſwered, he thought it was Marccmyr : foz quoth he, he 
reſembleth hun very much in the pꝛopoꝛtion of his mem- 
bers, Uery glad was the Emperoꝛz of that newes, deter⸗ 
mining to ſend a meſſenger to deſire him to conceale 
himſelfe no longer, being ſo neere him, but ſhould come to 
make htmſelfe knoldne in place where he was fo much 
deſired. 

Abemmq would nerds goe himſelfe with th2& oꝛ foure 
other knights in his companie, but he found it ſo hard to 
paſſe the thꝛong, that he could neuer come nere him, 
whereby he was conſtrained to returne without him. 
But Marcomyrhearingthe voice of all the people giuing 
him the honoꝛ and pꝛice at the triumph, hauing thꝛer lit- 
tle wounds, wherol the greateſt was that which the ſpa⸗ 
nilh pꝛince gaue him; returned in haſt to the god ould 
knights houſe, where hehadlodgedbefoze, ther O- 
zalias the ſame night retired alſo in godhea 


 Marcomyrwasgrightglad: in this — 


daies to cure his wounds from whence he toke his way 
towards the kingdomeofMacedon withthe ſame arms 
he bare inthe triumph, hauing Celeſtina continually in 
his thoughts. | 


N 
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CHAP. 


CHAP. XVI. 


How Arnedes had conference with the infant Philocriſta 
afrer ſupper : whereuponhee ſent away with all ſpeed a 
polt to his father the king of France: and how after that 
he,Recindos,Ritaran and others had wonthe price at the 
ſecond tourney, they purpoſed to put themſelues in queſt 


of Macomyr. 5 
2D Shamed and greatly abaſhed were the vanqui⸗ 
2 N E ſhed knights at the hard vſage they had rerei⸗ 
(or N ued of Marcomyr, and Arnedes moze then the 
A rett, foꝛ he had ben twile vnhoꝛſed befoze his la⸗ 
die Philocriſta : whereupon he purpoſed to auenge him⸗ 
ſelf oꝛ to die in it, as likewiſe did many others afterward, 
who fell in a mutinie againſt him. The Emperoꝛ ſone 
perceiued it well, and came to Arnedes, Recindos and Ri- 
fatan to remoue this fantaſie out of their heads: he ſhew- 
ed them a ſmiling and merrie countenance, bidding them 
neuer to be bered further foꝛ the matter: betauſe they had 
well made knowne their great valoz and chiualrie, and 
therefo2e he requeſted them at the next tourney, by ſome 
meane to retogniſh the knight who was vanquither , Jf 
he come quoth Arnedes, it ſhal be peraduenture ſmallp to 
his aduantage, foꝛ hauing foiled ſo many as he hath, the 
ſpoꝛt cannot well end, but he will {mart fo2 it After theſe 
ſpeches the Emperoꝛ conducted them to his pallace, 
where hefeaſtedthem very louingly, and long continued 
this roiall feaſt thꝛoughout all his court, wherein was 
heard noother talkebutofcheknightofthe Flower. 
Meane while arriued Abenunq, who aſſuredhe&could 
not findhim,whereatthe Emperoz was veryangry,ſap- 
ing: I ſhall neuer ſlæpe ſoundlytill J know the name ot 
this valiant knight, and ik it might not be imputedto my 
folly and lightnes, J would goe to ſteke him my ſelfe.Ma- 
| ny 
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ny meruelling at theſe ſpeeches , purpoſed to goe in queſt 
after him ſo ſone as the tourney was ended, ff perabuen- 
ture he returned not in the meane ſeaſon thether againe: 
and thoſe who had this determination were Atnedes, Re- 
cindos, Rifaran, Lechefinand Pernedin the Duke of Pera 
his ſonne, who without ſaying woꝛd to each other reſol- 
ued to die euery man, oꝛ to bing the knight of the Flower 
befoze the Emperoꝛ, if they conld meet with him in any 
part ofthe woꝛld. Supper done, Diocles and Ditreus toke 
with them Arnedes and Recindos, and went to t among 
the ladies, where Arnedes compaſſed ſo much fauoz as to 
ſit next his Olulocriſta, and Recindos hard by the Infant 
Melilla. There reteiued thep vnſpeakeable pleaſure and 
content , ſeeing themſeluesnere the quicke and burning 
flame which heated them moꝛe ſtrangely afatre off, then 
neere hand: ſo that thzough the extreame toy which by 
little and little crept into their hearts, they began ſome⸗ 
what to bluſh, as falleth out moſt often in ſuchamozons 
alarmes, N cuerthelelle letting their eies gaze their fill, 
to glut thein with the liuely beautie obtec to them(albeit 
the heart deſired ioiſſance ofa far greater ioy)thep began 
to chat of many things with them, and among the reſt of 
the great pzowelſe which the vaknowne knight had pers 
foꝛmed in the tourney : but the infant Philoctiſta percet- 
uing how theſe purpoſes might be griefeſome to Arnedes, 
whereſoꝛe the encountred him thus: 

Sir knight, you haue none occaſion to be vexed o2 an⸗ 
grie loꝛ any thing happened vnto you, fox the beſt knights 
remaine ſometime ſurmounted: we haue well beheld 
your valiancie, noꝛ haue the vanquiſhers leſſe cauſe to bee 
ſozric and grerue at your comming thether;thenthe van · 

gquiſhed had at that of the knight with the Flower: whom 
none of vs know. Amedes was ſo glad to heare theſe 
wozds out of Philocriſtaes mouth, that ſcant could he ans 
ſwere one woꝛd: yet loue whichhadfathold ol him, em? 
bouldened him in the end to ſpeake (with a voice which 


well 
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well might witnes the delight his heart conceiued in this 
ſuddaine and vnerpeced ioy:) Madame quoth he, the 
courteſte and excellent grace where with nature hath de- 
uinely atcompanied the perfection of pour beautic, inci⸗ 
teth pon to giue me this pꝛaiſe, albeit my valoꝛ merit not 
to appꝛoch the leaſt part of that which it pleaſcth you to 
ſay;.and if J haue neuer ſo little, J ſhould there ſhewit, 
ſ#ing my ſelfe befoꝛe her, who hath ſuch pzeheminence o⸗ 
uer me that with one wenke of her eie ſhe may augment 
my courage, and make mp fozce inuincible ; therefoze 
ſhall my deſire neuer be ſatiſfied, till J haue reconquered 
my foꝛtune which hath bꝛought me from ſo farre to this 
tournep, the ſucceſle whereofgiueth me a pain and griefe . 
moꝛe intollerable, then doth to Siſiphus the ſtone which 
he rouleth continually in the infernall lake . J pꝛay God 
haſten your attempt therein,p2oceeded Philocriſta, J wiſh 
it with all my heart: foz it were againſt al reaſon( hauing 
taken ſo great paine as pou haue, to come from ſo remote 
a countrie to ſee my father the Emperoꝛ ) pou ſhould reape 
ſo bitter fruit of pour trauell. TUith this (weet and fauoza- 
ble reply the toy of the French pꝛince was redonbled, ſo 
that he ſoftly thanked Philocriſta with many amozous 
ſignes and tokens, whereby ſhe ſtrait knew the paſſion of 
his heart whence they pzoceded was vehement, and in a 
meruellous diſturbance. Recindos in like caſe entered ſo 
far in diſcourſe with Melilla, that he diſcouered to her the 
affed ion he had to be her knight, which the accepted moſt 
willingly, pleaſing her ſelfe moꝛe then of any other, with 
his beautie, valoꝛ, and modeſt behauioꝛ, whereof the con⸗ 
tinuall and ſtedfaſt regard of his cies beholding this pꝛin⸗ 
ceſſe were a manifeſt argument. 

Thillt theſe did ſwim indelights with their ladies, ſo⸗ 
lacing their hearts inflamed withthe burning (parkes of 
loue, Lecheſin felt himſelfe gnawne with an inſuppoꝛta⸗ 


ble iealouſie, ſceing Philocriſta talking with his cozrinall, 


nloming in 
the 


inſomuch that he wicht to haue — at his ra 


— 
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the ſtrongeſt pꝛilon of Perſia, When bed time was come 
the Emperoꝛ re red hunſelfe with the Empꝛeſſe into his 
chamber, and euerp one like wiſe to his lodging, elpecial⸗ 
ly Arnedes who held himſelfe ſo content of the god and 
laudable perfedions, which he knew were infliſed into 
his ladie Plulocriita, that the very ſame night hauing his 
memoꝛie fceſh, he w2ot to his father to ſend his Emballa⸗ 
doꝛs to the Emperoꝛ to conclude the mariage, moꝛeouer 
he wrote how he would attend their comming in that 
court, not making himſelfe much knowne till they ſhould 
be there arriued: and after he had ſealed vp his packet as 
he would haue it deliuered into the kings hands, he com⸗ 
manded on the moꝛrow one of his ſeruants to ride away 
poſt fo2 the diſpatch thereof; who made ſuch ſpeed, that 
this buſines was ſone bꝛought to the iſſue that Arnedes 
had deſſigned. When the poſt was departed, he toke ade 
B. uquel his dwWarfe , whom he charged not to bouge from 
TConſtantinople, befoꝛe he returned froma place whether 
he muſt needs goe foꝛ ſome matter of great impoztance, 
And if the Emperoꝛ did call foꝛ him in the meane time, 
he ſhould make him that anſwere : in like manner tohis 
couſin Recindos, who was fo? his part in a great perplert- 
tie, ſeeing no meane how he might quickly enioy Melly 
to himſeife. Moꝛeouer that he ſhould in any wiſe ſpeake 
oftentimes to Philocrifta, giuing her alwaies to bider- 
ſtand the ſincere and perpetuall deuotionhe had votycd 
to her ſeruice, and ſoz to be able to ſatiſfie the ſame inbet- 
ter manner, he was by maner of recreation, gone to take 
a little the aire of the countrie: which the dwarke pꝛomi⸗ 


ſed koaccompliſh in enery point, foꝛ he deſfred neuer ta 


diſobep him all the dates of his life in the leaſt thing her 
ſhould command. 

The next day following, the whole ci tie went out in- 
tothe field to beholdthe iouſting, where met of the one 
and other ſide, a great number of very bꝛaue knights: 
bat thoſe of the Court won the honour of the ſ:eld tho⸗ 

row 
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row the great pꝛoweſſe and valiancie of Arnedes,Recin- 
dos, and Rifaran , who did all thꝛe that day marucllous 
feats of arms, which were not buried in oblinion by the 
lwkers on. Zhoſe who did lake foꝛ Marcomyr in that con- 
flia,purpoſcd to put their enterpꝛiſe in execution, and 
caring not torcturne into the citic , fo2 feare of finding 
{ome cauſe of ſtay there, departed asſ@ne as the tourney 
was ended, without knowing one of anothers mind in a- 
np thing: euery one toke a contrarie way, which her 
thought was the beſt to find him out. 

Great was the top and pleaſure of the Emperour that 
his knights hid gotten the honour ofthe day, and hee did 
neuer ceaſe to pꝛaiſe ſuificiently,the two gallant knights 
of rante, and the others alſo who had done their vtter- 
moſt endeuours not to let the victo2te flip out of their 
hands : but whenhe arriued afterwards at his palace, 
and could ſet eye of none of theſe ſiue ( who were alreadie 
departed in queſt of Marcomyr) he was much abathed : he 
demaunded of euery bodie to heare ſome tidings of them, 
but there was none found who could tell him any newes, 
except Bruquel only of the pzince Arnedes his maiſter: by 
means wherofhe ſtraight iudged what the matter might 
be, whercofhe was verp glad, hoping to know by this 
meane, who was the vnknowne knight. 

In b2zefe, when the ſolemnitie of the martage was ft- 


niſhed, all the ſtrange knights departed, cuery one info 


his owne countrie,and ſon aſter departed the new eſpou- 
ſed Ditreus and Eſquiuela, to go fo: Hungarie, accompani⸗ 
cd with many hardie knights, whom the emperour com⸗ 
maunded to guard them, leaſt peraduenture ſome Tur⸗ 


kiſh pyꝛat ſhould let vpon them to take away their great 


riches that the Souldan of Babylon had ſent them aſter 
the departure of his ſonne Abenunq. 

Greatlip was Philochriſta diſpleaſed at the departure 
of Eſquiue la, foꝛ the loue which ſhe boze her appeared to 
be no leſle then that offiſtef to ſiſter , haning bene both 

Ny from 
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from their tender age b2ought vp togither : and Abe- 
nunq her bꝛother might beare her companie no farther 
than to the hauen, betaule Diocles( who loued him ſo en- 
tirely) would baue him tarie ta kepe him company, Ling 
- Frifol reteaued his ſonne Ditreus and his faire daughter 
Ele Juiupla, with vnſpcakeable toy and gladneſte : ſoꝛ the 
ſame occaſion he purpoſed to hold open court, tothe end 
to make a mo2e ſumptuous and magnificent feaſt fo2 the 
time. Then thanking much the ©mperour (bp a letter 
which he wꝛote vnto him)fo2 the honour which hi had 
done his ſonne, ſent backe all his knights enriched with 
many godly pꝛeſents, which he gaue them. Such largeſſe 
ſhewed he very liberally,fo2 he eſteemed himſelf the — 
foꝛtunat pꝛince who euer reigned in the countrie of Ger⸗ 

mante, in that he heard ofthe wonderfull chiualries that 

Belcarmhis other ſonne did in Macedon: fo? the pꝛoſpe⸗ 

- ritie of whom, he pꝛaied Goddaply to pꝛeſerue him from 
all euill incombꝛance. But let vs returne to the fine - 
knights who were gone befoze in queſt of the vuknown 
knight, Marcomyr. 


CHAP. XVIL 


How Arnedes meeteth Marcomyr, by whome hee is left 
halte dead. How he had afrerward laine Lechefin cow- 
ardly, (as hee did a good Hermit who came by chaunce 
has way whileſt they were in combat) if Pernedin had 
not cOMe in the meane time to his ſuccour. 


g 701 T hathberie ſaid befoze,how Arnedes ſceing his 
2 1 enemies vanquiſhed, and the victoꝛie of the tur⸗ 
+= nie apparant on his ſide, departed the iouſts ſe 

N. 43 cretly, and taking his way as he thought beft 

fo2 the accompliſhment of his deſire, lodged that night in 

aaire grene meadow atthe ſigne of theſeuen ſtarres:al⸗ 

though he were very wearie and tired with the ſoꝛe tre? 

. uaile 


Celeſtina the Faire. 


uaile he endured all the length of his tourney . He paſt a- 
wap a great part of the night in thought of Piulocrita,ſo 
that he little felt the @crena oꝛ any other night blaſtings, 
and in the moꝛning betime betoke himſelfe againe into 
his way, along which he demanded ol all he met, if they 
had not leene a knight wearing a coat of arms red, with a 
little Flower Argent vpon his ſheild, but he found none 
who could tell him any tidings. So trauelled he on two 
daies, the ſecond wherofhe lodged in an hermitage built 
vpon the top of a little hill, where he toke a poꝛe but a 
toifull refed ion: the mozrow moꝛning he toke vp into a 
narrow wap, not knowing well whether he went: and 
as he was a god bow-ſhate from the hermitage, he diſco⸗ 
nered two knights comming a long way, which crolfed 
ouer his, foꝛ whom he purpoſed to attend at the place 
where the wales met: recogniſhing Marcomyr as far otf 
as he could diſcerne his ſhield : whereat he was the glad⸗ 
deſt man inthe woꝛld, hoping by foꝛce oꝛ faire meanes to 
bing hun to Conſtantinsple:theretoꝛe he ſtept out and 
thus ſaluted him. | 

Sir knight J hold my ſelfe highly fauoꝛed by fo2tune, 
hauing here met with pon now, who foꝛ none other orca- 
ſion am departed from the Emperoꝛ Cleodomyrs court, 
but toſeeke you, and that foꝛ ſo much as he hath a ſinguler 
deſire to vſe yon courteonily with the kindeſt entertame⸗ 
ment he can make you ; ſince he ſaw pon laſt in the tour⸗ 
ney. So that J pꝛap youfo?2 the courteſte and amitie you 
map beare hin, to come now with me, to the end J map 
acquite my pꝛomiſe, by which J find my ſelle foꝛ the ſame 
effect bound to his maieſtie. You haue done euil gd, Mar- 
comyr, to pꝛomiſe a thing which dependeth of anothers 
will, fo2 at this pꝛeſent hauing very vrgent aitaires a⸗ 
bꝛoad other wiſe) J cannot obey his will, albe it Jam rea⸗ 
die to doe him ſeruice in all other things, as I lately ſent 
him woꝛd, and as J requeſt yon to tell him againe from 
me. Knight replied Arnedes, I pꝛap you take a little bet⸗ 
A ih ter 
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ter reſolution herein, and thinke theſe woꝛds doe in no⸗ 
thing diſcharge me of mine obligation, whercfoze deter⸗ 
mine with pour ſelke to come quickly with me with a 


god will, otherwiſe you muſt goe thether by foꝛce. By 


foꝛce neuer, veplied Marcomyr, but of mine owne accoꝛd 
thether will I gee when J ſhall thinke god, J requeſted 
pon loꝛ your owne god guoth Arnedes, and pour valoꝛ did 
induce me to pardon the hatred and grudge J beare pou, 
notwithſtanding ſcing you will come to none other 
point, pꝛepare pour ſeli to the combat, and thinke not the 
reputation of the dilcomfiture yon gaue me in the Tri⸗ 
umph the other day can auaile pou here any thing. 
Sceing vou foꝛte me quoth Marcomyr , vpurs bee the 
Dong, fo2 as foꝛ nic fo2 the lone of the &mperoꝛ, J haue 
no deſire to ſight with you. This ſaid, they encountred ſo 
violently, that it ſeemed the earth ſhould open vader their 
courſers, and bꝛeaking their lances in a thouſand pœces, 
they weat both to the ground, where Arnedes had his 
ſhicld and armo? pierced thozow with his aduerſarics 
ſwoꝛd, which he caried alwaies with a ſharpe edge) and 


moꝛeouer a wound in his bꝛeaſt: foꝛ al that he was quick⸗ 


ly vpagame and running with a great viuacity of ſto- 
macke roughly vpen him with his naked ſwoꝛd, fought 


with him couragiouũy a god while, making him to know 


what was the amitie he boꝛe him. But by reaſon of the 
great abundance of blod which guſhed out of his wound, 
bis heart began much to faile him, by meanes whereof 


_ Marcomyr had him ſo much at aduant age, that in the end 
he gaue him a mighty blow downeright vpon his creaſt, 


wherewith he fell downe aſtonied in the place: which 
when he ſalw, he cared not to giue him any moꝛe, but af- 
ter he had made cleane his ſwozd, which was all blodie, 
he put it vp into his ſheath, ſaping : J beleeuc you will 
haue little 117 to ſoꝛce any knight hereafter, but peu will 
remember pour paiment at this tine: then remounting 
on hozſebacke (albeit he was hurt in the encounter) hee 


purſued 
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purſued his way with Ozalias, who highly commended 
Arnedes fo2 an ad ofa right god and hardy knight, which 
he had ſcene him doe in this combat. 

But the Hermit who beheld the battaile, moued with 
tharitie and compaſſion, made apace do bone the hil to ſuc⸗ 
tour Arnedes who lap all along vpon the graſſe, and vn 
tying the ſtrings ol his helmet, he puld it off his head to 
know in what ſtate he was in, whereby it foꝛtunedthat 
the vigoꝛ of the ſun ſending do bone his beams perpendi⸗ 
tularly vpon his face, reſtoꝛed him in an inſtant x made 
all his ſpirits tome to him againe. Then ſcing no moꝛe 
the knight who was conqueroꝛ in the iouſt, but an Her⸗ 
mite hard by him) he iudged him to be very courteous and 
humane, who wonld not kill him outright, being in his 
power ſo to doe: pet felt extreame paine and was in ve⸗ 
hement choller to ſc himſelfe ſo foiled and hardly vſed, 
uot ſo much fo2 his wound, as foꝛ the foꝛtune of the vico- 
rie which had ben ſo contrarie to him, that he began to la⸗ 
ment in this pittifull maner : What ſhould J now doe, 
but complaine of the inconſtanc ie of foztunc 2 Am not 7 
acturſed ta come into theſe countries to purchaſe fame 
and renowne,and haue as pet done no act, which doth not 
redound moꝛe to my ſhame and ignominie then to any 
honcur and pꝛaiſe of Chiualrie: Ah ſeeing my koꝛces will 
not be coꝛreſpondent to the courage of my heart, and J 
cannot otherwiſe demeane mp ſelke moꝛe valiantlp, it 


were better J ſurceaſe the exerciſe of Chiualr ie, then fo il 


to emplov my ſelle in the vphoiding and augmentation of 
ſo noble eſtate. | 

Further would he haue p2oſecuted the exclamation of 
bis bad foꝛtune, deteſting the eno2m:itie of his like, when 
the Hermite erhoꝛted andcomfozted him in this maner: 
My ſon, thanke our Loꝛd who hath delinered you out of 
the knights hands, who hauing vou at ſuch aduauntage, 
hath ſhewed himlelle very pittiſull and mercifull, in that 


he did nat ſeperate your ſoule from your bodie , r 
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beſ&ch you theſe diſcourſes, which cannot auaile pou g 
therwiſe then toneuriſh in pour heart anguiſh and ſo; 
row, but thinke vpon God, who in a moment can mate 
von inuincible, and giue pou all your hearts deſires, Ha 
uing ſaid thus, he w2apped vp his wounds as well as he 
cguld, thinking to conduct him moꝛe eaſily afterward to 
bis Ty ermitage: but as the diuel would haue it (one mil 
chance tommeth leldome alone) cuen as he was getting 
vp on hoꝛſebacke, there arriued Lec heſin, who bare hima 
moꝛtall grudge foꝛ the lone of Philocriſta. Who knowing 
him well, and ſing him in ſocuilltaking, tvas verie 
gladol his meeting, to the end to be reuenged at his god 
aduantage: foꝛ otherwiſe he had not the heart to haue 
met him face to face. Wherefoze comming nere him, he 
began with this pꝛowd and pꝛeſumptuous language: 14 
declare the as much my capitall and dilloiall enemie, as 
thou loueſt her, whom thou art not ſo much as wozthte to 
ſerue: this much J hope J ſhall make ther quickly con 
leſle: and pay dearly foꝛ thy raſhnes and tw audacious at: 
tempt in add2eſſing thy lone to a ladie, whoſeleatt grace 
ofa thouſand, ſurmounteth in merit the moſt bzaue and 
ercelilent of all Frenth men. 

Theſe woꝛds ended, he couched his lance thinking to 
1 naule him faſt to the earth, which he had alluredly done if 
15 Arnedes(who ſaw himlelke ouertaken thus vnp2ouided) 
1 had not ſhꝛunke a little on the left hand, whereby he be⸗ 

| gan to play his part ſo nimbly that in traverſing euery 
way he gaue his aduerſaries hozſe ſuch a ſound blow, 
| that he laid*them both vnder fert: by which meane he 
| had leiſure to put his helmet on his head: foꝛ he ſuppoſed 
641 | it ſtod him greatly vpon to defend himſelfe, In the mean 
Mi 
| 


time Lechefin leapt vp quuckly agatne, ſoze bꝛuſed with 
the fall, and came with a great furie vpon his enemie, in- 
* tending to maſſaker him cruellp, oz to die himſelfe in the 
place, neuertheleſſe Arnedes who wasa valiant and har⸗ 
die knight (albeit he were greenouſly wounded) 2 
wi 
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with a courage almoſt innincible to deliuer him mane 


ſhꝛe wd and daungerous ſtrokes, which did ſo much the 
moꝛe augment the fœblenes of his members, wherby her 


could not long time hold out againſt him. 

The god HBermite who perceiued him loſe his blod 
thus, put himſelfe incontinent betweene them, pꝛaping 
Lechefin foʒ the honoꝛ of God to hold his hand ſoꝛ that the 
knight of himſelfe did much ab2idge his owne life : but 
Lechefin who was a Maze,and by that mean moꝛe iner⸗ 
erable, would in no waies heare him, but raging in great 
choller, ſtroke the poze Hermit ſuch a blow vpon his 
head, that he claue it aſunder downe to his tæth. Ah, thou 
traitoꝛ and diſloiall dog (quoth Arneges,ſeing the ac ot ſo 
pittifull a tragedie ) ah, what bl crueltie is this, to 
mur ther thus baſely a ſeruant of God who had inno- 
thing. offended ther: Aſuredlp J haue ſuch hope in his di⸗ 


nine godnes thou ſhalt quickly receiue the paiment, and 


guerdon foꝛ all thy viledemerits , Saping this, he goeth 
courageouſly to charge him with thꝛee ſo ſtrange blows, 


that he made him ferle the laſt ſmart : neuertheleſſe by 


reaſon of the blod which ſtreamed inceſſantly from his 
wound (efpectally at the chafing and choller of his re- 
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charge) he wared inſtantly ſo weake and fable, that if | 


the pitie and mercie of God had not ſuccoured him, he had 

ben verily cut off by the hands of this infidell Poze. 
There did the ſoueraine dominatoꝛ of this round Pa⸗ 
chiue, ſhew amoſt miraculous aduenture, bꝛinging the- 
ther juſt at thathower Pernedin the duke of Peraes ſon, 
one of thoſe who had enterpꝛiſed the queſt of Marcomyr: 
whoas ſone as he had recogniſhed the two combattants 
(all amazed foſ& them two in fight together) came be⸗ 
tweene them, crying out with alowd voice: Eternall 
God what meaneth this; Haue pou thus ſwo2zne pour 
owne death knight; Then Arnedes who could no longer 
ſtand on his legs, falling downe on the ground, bꝛeathed 
out this complaint: Alas 1 be ſerch the auenge 
me 
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me of this inhumane Moꝛe, who hath without any cauſe 
aſſailed me, beingbefo2e mo2tally wounded in a combat 


J lately had againſt the knight who won the tourney ; 


and this cruel Poꝛe not content to haue ſet vpon me vn⸗ 
iuſtly, hath beſide ſlain the holy Hermit whom pou ſer lie 
ſtone dead by this hedge here, becauſe he would only haue 
ſhe wed him how he had done amiſſe to aſſatle me, being 
thus wounded as Jam. O what tirannie of a knight is 
this: quoth Perncdin then, Jſweare my faith to pon, 
were it not the reſpec of the amitie which J beare vnto 
Rifatan who bꝛought him into the court with him, J 
Gould make him nowin a curſed hower to end his dates: 
but J pꝛomiſe pou, 3 ſhall make knowne this treaſon be⸗ 
fo:e the Emperoꝛ and all his Barons, alluring me (he 
zocerded ſtill, ſpeaking in great choller to Lechefin) pou 
would neuer haue dared foꝛ your ears to haue ſet on him, 
if he had ben vn wounded: ſo that auoid from hence quick- 
lx, other wiſe I ſhal make pou die a ſhameful death, 
Theſe woꝛds made Lechcha ſo aſhamed, that being 
mounted quickly vpo Arnedes hoꝛſe, he went away with 


a flee in his eare without any woꝛd ſaying , as him who 
knew hc had done great wꝛong to his honour: and that 


night he retired himnſelfe into a Nunnerie, where by rea⸗ 
fon of the wounds which he had recetued of Arnedes, hct 
found himlelfe very il at caſe of his perfon, But when the 
Nunnes knew he followed the Emperours court, they 
did him all the honour they could deuiſe, and one ol them 
who was learned and wel experienced in the art ol Phi⸗ 
ſicke and Chirurgerie, toke charge to tend him careful- 
ly vntil his perfect retouerie, and there ſhe remained ſome 
dates with him bcfo2e the could recouer him to his fozmer 
beaith, : 

Pernedin was very ſozrowfull and difpleaſcd much, 
ſet ing the god Hermit llaine, and the knight moſt dange⸗ 
roufip hurt: notwithſtanding with the helpe of a No- 


uice, who helped daily the old Hermit to malle, he bꝛought 
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Arnedes into the Hermitage, where they buried their 
dead coꝛpes, after thep had w2apped vp the knights 
wounds: whom Pernedincounſelled, becauſe there was 
no meane to loke vnto him there, to go faire and ſoftly to 
Conſtantinople. There quoth he pou ſhall quickly reco- 
uer, betauſe pou ſhall find Phiſitions, Chirurgions, dꝛugs 
and all other neceſlaries at hand which pou cannot come 
by in this ſolitarie place. Asfo2 me as vet J cannot re- 
ſolue to returne, although J haue hetherto ben neuer the 
nere in that which cauſed me to depart the cittie. J ſhall 
repute it a great ſhame foꝛ me, quoth Arnedes, to goe to 
the Emperour in this taking, neuertheleſſe doe as pou 
ſhall thinke beſt: foꝛ I ſe it out of my power and poſſi⸗ 
bilitie cuer to ſatiſfie 82 recompence the infinite merit 
and god you haue now ſhewed towards me being in ſo 
great danger as pou lx me at this pꝛeſent. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


How Pernedin conducted Arnedes to Coſtantinople,wh ere 
he was forthwith viſited by the Emperour, and onthe 
morrow after by the Empreſſe with the infants Philocri- 
{ta and Meliſla, and how Bruquel Arnedes dwarte,and A- 
menada Philocriſtaes dwarf. elle had much prattle toge- 
ther, aud what was the iſſue thereof. 


&) Fter that Pemedin had conueighed Ar- 
nedes into the Bermitage , hee ceaſed 
not to run about in all places nare 
hand to get people and al things neceſ⸗ 


SINE RR ſtantinople,fo2 he could not endure the 
Paine to ſit on hoꝛſebacke. Wherefoze he cauſed a mour⸗ 
ning beere to be made, litter faſhion, and vſcd ſo great di⸗ 
ligence , that within two daies after he got him to the 
court ; where when the Empercur had heart what = 
R y e⸗ 
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befoztuned him, he was highly difpleaſet againſt the 
Moe. Of atroth quoth he, Lechiefin cannot reſemble a- 
ny one better then the Souldan of Perſia his father, who 
was neuer other but a receptacle and harbour of felony ; - 
and J cannot deuiſe who hath moued him to outrage ſo 
honeſt a pꝛince as is this knight ol France, then pꝛeſenly 
be went to viſit him, and gaue his Phiſitions charge hee 
ſhould be carefully loked vnto, and beſide pꝛouided of 
what ſocuer ſhould be neceſſarie fo2 his ſpeedy recouerp. 
; Then began Arnedes the diſcourſe of his encounter 
it Marcomyr, vpon the end whereof the Emperour an- 
ſwered him: J maruell greatly this knight ſheweth ſo 
ardent a deſire to doe me ſernice , and pet will conceale 
himſelfe in this manner and lie from me: Undoubtedly 
he gocth to trie himſclfe in the aduenture of Celeſtina, ſæ⸗ 
ing he followeth the rout pou tel me, and it map be by his 
great Pꝛowelle he will bꝛing it to an end. If ſo it bee, 
. Godkeepe my nephew Belcarin out of his hands: herein 
many of the aſſiſtants were of the ſame opinion: and 
. from thence fozward was Lechefin eſtæmed ofalfoz a ca- 
ward and a fellon. 

The Emperour returned into his chamber and would 
that the Empꝛeſſe ſhould goe on the mo2row to viſit Ar- 
nedes, which ſhe did with a right god will accompanied 
with Philoctiſta and Meliſla, to whom this miſchiefe and 
iniurie done to the French knight greatly dlſplea ſed, and 
pierced them tothe verie heart, but to Plulocriſta moſt of 
al, albeit ſhe was fre from all ſiniſter thought, ſoz the a- 
mitie which ſhe alreadie boꝛe him, p2oceeded of no other 
cauſe but of the gentility and vertue which ſhe (aw ſhi⸗ 
ning moſt apparant in hun: and mozeoner there was no⸗ 
thing in this woꝛld, which ſhe had in moꝛe ſingular re⸗ 
commendation, then the keeping of her own chaſtity both 
in thought and dæd incontaminated. 

Bou map well iudge whether Arnedes were glad 03 
not, ſee ing beloꝛe his cies her whom he loued lo ardently, 

| to 
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to dee ſozrowfullfoz his hurt, to blame Lechefinabatrat: 
to: anddiſlotall ; foꝛ the ſole obieg of her countenance, 
and the feeblenes of her ſpeech, did (ſufficiently be wꝛay 
what an alteration the heat of the fatall fire had alreadie 
wꝛought in her. Theſe foure diſcourſed a long time toge- 
ther, meane while Amenada the dwarfeſſe of Philocriſta 
KRiſdena her nephew came to Bruquel, Arnedes dwarfe, 
whom they ſaw ſtrangely lamenting fo2 the miſchance 
and diſaſter befalne his maiſter. Amenada comfo2ted him 
as well as ſhe could, telling him it was nothing, the wo2ſt 
was paſt, and none of the wounds found to bemoztall, 
how the Emperour had ſent him excellent Phifitionsand 
Chirurgeons, who pꝛomiſed to ſet him quicklie on fot 
againe. | 8 
Uere it Gods will quoth Bruquel, it were ſo, and that 
my maiſter might once find the meane to ſup vp the An⸗ 
tidote, which alone might coꝛrupt and annihilate the ſo 
penetrating foꝛce ofthe ſwert poiſon which was lately gi⸗ 
uen him: and then leauing this circumſtance of woꝛds, 
he fetcht a deepe ſigh almoſt from the ground, fo2 her had 
very ſhoꝛt legs, and would vſe no moꝛe circumelocution, 
but followed this point in this ſoꝛt: Ah my loꝛd Arnedes, 
how dearely doe vou buy her beautie, foꝛ whoſe ſake you 
departcd out of your countries: Where the only reputa- 
tion of your high eſtate, and illuſtrious linage whence 
vou are ettraued, did ſuifice to obtaine her, without euer 
comming ſof rre ta expoſe pour ſelfe to ſo many perils + 
dangers, Au nada maruelled much at theſe ſpches, and 
p2cſentiy hed a curious deſire to know who this knight 
might be. TUhcrefo:c the pꝛaied Bruqueſ of all faudurs to 
tell her / to the end they might ſhe lw her ladie Philocnlta, 
who had an extreame defire to vnderſtand ol what race 
he wos deſcended. J will doe willingly fo2 you all things 
J map, quoth the dwarſe, extt pt this, which without his 
toinmandement I dare not enterpꝛiſe, foꝛ I ſhonlddoe 
that J am fozbidden; J wil! make you this pꝛomiſe to 
Rix ſpeake 
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ſpeake to him hereot, and acco2ding to his wil and inten⸗ 
tion will J ſatiſſie your deſires, 

Nleliſla alſo who deſired with a ſingular affection fo 
know who Reciydos her loner was, haning ſene theſe 
two 33p2nidons pꝛate together, and vnderſtanding ſome 
inkeling or their talke in paſſing by them, ſo ſone as they 
were retired into their chambers, demaunded Amenada 
what were the matters debated betweene her and Arne- 
des dwarfe , Wherevpon the dwarkeſſe made her a long 
diſcourſe, whereof Pivlocritta was wonderous glad, ho- 
ping thereby to vnderſtand foinething of the French 
p2ince. And as ſhe heard ſay, he was departed ont of his 
houſe fo2 the lone ofa Damſel, imagined this imediately 
meant bp her ſelfe: fo: it falleth out alwates euerp one 
beſt fauours himſelfe in iudgements relying vpon bare 
coiecures ; fo2 this cauſe ſhe bid Amenada that ſhe ſhould 
cal vpon Bruquel to perfo2me his pꝛomiſe. The dwarfe as 
ſone as he had oppoꝛtunitie toſpeake vnto his maiſter, 
made him vnderſtand at length all which had paſt be- 
twene himſelfe and the dwarſeſt of Philocriſta : whereat 
he was the gladdeſt man in the wozld,and gaue him now 
a great charge to be carefull to bzing this pzaciſe to a 
god end, 

The nert day when the Emperour and Diocles dined 
together, Amenada went to take Bruquel in his lodging, 
who ſceing her come, began thus to pꝛattle aloud:madam, 
J haue giuen oꝛder foz that J pꝛomiſed pou the laſt night. 
Notwithſtanding befo2e J can ſatiſſie you in pour deſire, 
FI muſt craye one thing at your hands + demaund hardly 
whatſocuer youpleaſe,quoth the dwarfefſe,fo2 of nothing 
which is hotteſt ſhall vou ol me be denied. J haue then ob- 
tained of peu, replied Bruquel, you chall not manifeſt to a⸗ 
ny liuing creature, but to Madame Philocriſta,that which 
J am now about to tell pou: it is, that fo2 the lone of her 
only mp deare loꝛd and maiſter, the fitſt bozne ſon of the 
king cf France is departed ſrom his houſe ; foz the fame 
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of her vnſpeakeable beautie which hath alreadie pierced 
beyond thoſe countries, did on a dap ſo cruelly wound his 
heart, that foꝛth with he reſolued to make a voiage into 5 
the leuant ſea, to ſ whether ſuch bꝛuit did egall oz ſur⸗ 
paſſe the fame ſpꝛead abꝛoad of her. And hauing after 
ward well beheld it, he found nature had ſo cunningly 
embelliſhed this perfect piece of woꝛke, that ſhe hath ta⸗ 
ken away the power from auy humane tougue, were it 
neuer ſo eloquent and fluent, to accompliſh euer the en- 
tire pꝛaiſe of her deſert: by means whereofhe hath wꝛit⸗ 
ten bpa poſt ſent of purpoſe tothe king his father, that he 
would ſend Embaſſadours hether, to the end to conclude 
the articles of mariage with the Emperour, to whom vn⸗ 
till he ſer the commiſſioners of this emballage appeare, 
he will not make himſeife knowne,noz to any other per⸗ 
ſon lining, but to her only. And requireth her in the hum- 
bleſt manner he may,ſhe would vſe with ſome little cour- 
teſie and bentgnitie the heart that ſhe hath ſo ſecretly ra⸗ 
uiſhedfrom him, and if in the meane time ſhe wil employ 
his bodie in any other then familiar and domeſticall 
affaires,it would pleaſe her toſend backe his heart with 
ſome comfozt, accepting the offer which it hathnow late- 
ly made her: ſo ſhall he repute himſelfe the moſt happte 
and foztunate champion, that euer entered battell in the 
ſeruice of any ladie, moꝛeouer ſhould find himſelfquicklte 
recoueredand healed of all his wounds: other wile ſhould 
not be able to liue foure t twentic howers in this wozid, 
which were a way to purchaſe the death oftnfinit others 
beſides his, eſpecially that of Recindos his couſin, ſonne of 
the king ol Caſtile , who louing him as hiniſelfe, would 
nerds beare him companie in this volage, and be partaker 
of the lame trauels and diſeaſes he endured, fo2 the great 
amitie and neere parentage bet weene them, So tunning⸗ 
ly could this pigme file his language to ſecond his mat- 
kers intention, that it reaped that fruit to theie two pong 
pinces,as hereafter you ſhallheare : which might * 
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be compared in loiall and perfect amitie to the two pithas 
goꝛean companions, Oreſtes and Pilades,02 to Nitus and 
Eurialus, who would die the one fo2 the other. 

Greatly wondꝛed Amenada heartng him tell how ſo 
high and illuſtrious a pꝛince had hꝛuſt hiniſeike into ſa 
many trauels and dangers foꝛ the accompliſhinent of this 
martage, which he might haue eſteged by his agents em⸗ 
ploied therein. Then ſhe made this anſwcre , Auredly 
if J had not pꝛomiſed to tell my ladie and miftreſſe this, 
I ſhonldnot dare foꝛ any thing in the wo2ld aduenture 
mp ſelfe to diſconer 02 manifeſt ſo great matters as theſe, 
foꝛ Jſhouldnener be able toſhew her the one halfe , but 
Meliſla who neuer ſtirreth farre ſrom her, would vnder- 
ſtand oꝛ pꝛeſume ſomething. It ſkilleth not foz Meliſſa, 
quoth the dwarfe, J care not if it were done in her pꝛe⸗ 
ſence, fo2 J eſtœme her ſo modeſte and lage a pzinceſſe, 
that ſhe will ſhe w her ſelfe rather ſilent to diſcloſe it, then 
inconſiderate and giddie headed to reueale it to any, and 
J aſſure my ſelfe ſhe will but take all the matter in god 
part. This ſpake he, to the end ſhe ſhould be an agoz inthe © 
comedie, foꝛ the loue of Recindos:and if peraduenture Phi- 
locriſta were flacke and backward in her loucs,ſhe might 
counſell her not to refuſe this god foꝛtune otfered her: 
bꝛeifely they ſhould recip2ocally take aduiſe the one ofthe 
other, as hauing both their hearts pierced with one dart: 
foꝛ it falleth out many times two thoughts afflicted with 
like martyꝛdome, receiue mutually moze comfozt, then 
being with others who feele not the like toꝛzment. 

Bruquel hating ſo well done his deuoire foꝛ the win⸗ 
ning of Philocriſta to his maiſters bow, returned inconti⸗ 
nent to him, whom he found attending in great deuotion 
to vnderſt and the euent of this amourous ſtratageme, 
After the dwarke had recounted from point to point all 
his buſines, Arnedes was ſo rauiſhed with an vnſpeakea⸗ 
ble gladnes, that he thought himſelfe the moſt happieff 
man in the woꝛld, to haue met with ſo fine and ingenious 
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CTruchemant. On the other ſide Amenada whe the eſpi⸗ 
ed her fitteſt oppo2tunitte, interpꝛeted {a well and faith- 
fully the intention of Arnedes and of his dwarfe to her 
ladte Philocriſta , that ſhe remained a pꝛettie while exa⸗ 
icke, and her tongue could not ſpeake one woꝛd, ſo much 
perplexed anddiftra&ed was her ſpirit, with varietie ofa 
thouſand new thoughts. And albeit the knight had al⸗ 
waies greatly liked her, and ben pleaſing to her eie, as 
well in his beautie and god grace, as by his pꝛoweſſe and 
chiuaſrie, and now freſhlp this ſuddaine ioy vnloked foz 
had pierced her heart tothe quick, ſhe reſolued neuerthe⸗ 
lelle to make him anſwer and to demeane her ſclfe wiſely 
berein, by this meane to pꝛeuent a future inconuentence 
which might otherwiſe haue enſued. Foꝛ ſering her louer 
in ſo euill eſtate of health, ſhe feared to put him in grea- 
ter danger, in giuing bim a ſeuere and rigoꝛous anſwer: 
fo2 this cauſe ſhe ſaith to the dwarfeſe, It diſplealeth mer 
thou didf not pꝛomiſe Bruquel to tell me this tale, but ſce- 
ing the effec is enſued , now we cannot alter it. Thon 
ſhalt then goe to Arnedes to tel him from me, how A mer- 
naile much he hath enhazarded himſelfe to ſo many perils 
fo: my ſake, wherein J hold my ſelfe much beholding ta 
him, and thanke him foz it humbly with al mp power, 
p:omiſing him fo2 guerdon of his paine, and irkeſome 
travels which her hath endured, to accept him willingly 
fo2 my loiall ſpouſe, if the Emperour mp father , and the 
Empzeſſe my mother will conſent ; vpon this condition 
not withſtanding, that he neuer aduenture toſpeakethe 
leaſt woꝛd in the woꝛld to me thereof, but let it ſuffice him 
only therein to know mp will, And to the end J be aſſu- 
red ofthe vehement and extelliue loue (vhich as he ſaith) 
de beareth me, pꝛay himfrom me, he take this newes in 
ſtd ol the moſt ſoucraigne balme oz of ſome perkect ca- 
taplaſme which may the ſ@ner knit vp his wounds, and 
baltcn his recouerie and health, hoping to goe (& him to 
mozrow mo ning, ii J map poſſible by any meane. 
D After 
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After Philocriſtahad inſtructed Amenada in her mel 
ſage, ſhe toke Melilla to her aſide, to whom foꝛ that they 
loued mutuallp with a ſincere and affectionat heart, Phi- 

locriſta diſcouereth this aumourous aſſaire, making her a 
diſcourſe thereoffrom the very beginning. Wherof Me- 
liſlu was meruellons well apaid, ſpecially hearing that 
Recindos came of ſo noble and rotall ablod as was that 
of Caſtile, The dwarfeſſe ſeeing her time fit and conue⸗ 
nient to acquite her ſelle of the charge her ladie and mi⸗ 
ſtreſſe had committed vnto her, went to doe her meſſage, 
not miſſing a wo2d thereof to the French pꝛinte, vnto 
whom the did deliuer it as wiſely as Philocriſta had laid it 
downe in wo2ds vnto her: By meanes whereof, the 
knightentred into (o extream top, that withinfew dates | 
after he left his bed and got vp on his legs againe, but be- 
foze ſhe departed from Arnedes chamber, he entreated 
her oſ all fauour ſhe would carrie to her miſtres a French 
ſonnet, which he had foꝛ her loue compoſed the ſame dap, 
pꝛaping her to commaund the maiſter of the Empe⸗ 
rours chappel to ſet a deſcant, accoꝛding to his art of mu⸗ 
icke, totheſe French verſes, which did ſay thus: 


As is the pureſt gold by touchſtone tride, 
And as the ada mant drawerk to his ſide 

The heauy yron, if placed neere it bee: 

The like we may of mutuall louers ſee. 

Sweet louing ladie well you may behold 
That Iam touch, and you are verſe gold, 
You adamant, yron,draw vntoyou: 

And that you may this vertue better view, 
But thinke faire Jadie on the amourous end 
Lou draw me to: your heart! Po my friend. 


After Amenadahad read this fonnet „ te anſwered 
the French pꝛince, ſhe knew not whether her miftreſſe 


would be pleaſed with her enterpziling ſo pzeſumptuous Þ 
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a meſſage, yet although the were a little diſcontented, ſhe 
would counterfeit the pageant ſo well that euerie one 
ſhould in the end be glad thereof: as it happened cut, fo2 
ſhe went her way to the pꝛinceſſe Phlocriſta, to whom 
making many diſcourſes of the extreame loue Arnedes 
boꝛe her, ſhe put her into moꝛe comkfoꝛt with that ſonnet, 
then if ſhe had ben made queene of all Aſia. But on the 
moꝛrow the Empꝛeſſe went ko viſit Arnedes, taking 
with her Philocriſta ſo faire,and ſo richly attired,tomake 
him vnderſtand her gladnes and content, which redou⸗ 
bled the ioy that the knight had in his heart conceaued 
the day befoze. Then alter the viſitation of the Emp2eſſe, 
the bluſhing aſked him how he felt himſclf in his wounds: 
Madame quoth he, thanks be to God and to pou, J find 
my lelfe in god caſe, that were it not the inhibition of 
the Phiſitions whereby J am conſtrained, 3 would riſe 
now pꝛeſently out of mp bed to walke abꝛoad. Philocri- 
ſta knew right well to what end tended theſe ſpeches, 
therefo2e a linely bluſh of her countenance graced farre 
moze her face then it did befoze ; whereat Arnedes who 
indged rightly the palſton whente p2oceded this change 
of coulour,reputing himſelfe tte happieſt ol the vaſſals of 
Cupid the great Monarke, beheld her ſo ſtedfaſtiy, and 
with ſo glancing and amour dus ele, that he thought him- 
ſelfe placed in the higheſt tagt of woꝛdly bliſſe + felic ity. 
But P hilocriſta dutſt not loke vpon him, to the end not 
to be wꝛay the euidente of her paſſion, neuertheleſle ſhe 
attended in god hope the French Emballadours arriual, 
to make an end of her diſſembling, which Arnedes deſired 
in his heart as much as ſhe, foꝛ not to diſpleaſe 4 infringe 
the commandement of his ladie, he ſaw that to be the on⸗ 
ly remedie ok his tedious afflia ions, wherein he was ſtil 
enwꝛapped, till the king his father ſent ſome of his peercs 
to Conſtantinople to pꝛocure his greateſt top, t the true 
recouery of his health:ſo there will we leaue ths tocome 
to Rifaran, who is far trauelled in the queſt of Marcoryr. 
| Dy CHAP. 
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CHAP, XIX. 


How Rifaran after he had put himſelf inqueſt of Marcomyr, 

aſſed before a caſtle which appettained to the counteſle 

of Iſeland, ſor whom he e a brother of her hul- 
bands, andfiue other knights, who beſieged the ſame : 

and how the counteſſe entertained him very courreoully 


into her caſtle, where hefell in loue with her at the ſame 
inſtant. 


T grened greatly Rifaran to haue 
made eight o2 nine dates iourney 
without hearing any news of the 
knight whon he longht, and as he 
perceiucd his traue ll was in vain 
(fo2 in troth he held a contrarie 
h wap to that Marcomyr had taken) 
toe | > knowing not what to reſoluc on, 
whether to returne to the court, oꝛ to goe on ſkill to ſceke 
bis man, it chanced he p1Ted hard by 1 fo2treſſe ioining 
to alittle cittie, albeit very ſtrong and defenſible , be- 
longing to the countene ar Actand, very faire and gra⸗ 
tious damſell. 

This counteſte was a widogw, and had bene but two 
peares without her huſband, who in the end of his dates, 
fo: that he had ns childzen, and loued his wife with a ſin; 
gular atfection , made her the inheretrir of all his eſtate 
and ſiegno2ie : whereat was greatly wꝛoth a bꝛother of 
the earls, called Diolas, a fierce and hardy knight, who as 
a ponger bother, was little the better by ſucceſſion of his 
father,but foz a ſmall farme, being al he could pꝛetend fo; 
his part, and willingly would he haue made warre vpon 
his ſiſter, had he not ſeenc her well beloued of all her val⸗ 
ſals, By reaſon whereofhe feared to loſe his labour, am 
all the time he ſhould employ therein, thinking toget 
moze another way,cauſed her dauly to be collicited; and ad⸗ 
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uertiſed, it ſhe did not foꝛſake quickly that poſteNion ſh 
held vniuſtly ( ſurrendꝛ ing it willingly into his hands) he 
would caſt her out by foꝛce and violence: as he who next 
after the death of the deceaſed earle his bꝛother, ought by 
right and realon to inherit. 

The counteſſe was in a great perpletity thꝛough theſe 
thꝛeatning ſperches, vet determined to dekend her ſelfe, if 
he went about to moleſt her, and by god koꝛtune the ſame 
day Rifaran came that way, when Diolas went the round 
without the foztreſſe, with fiue other knights well ap- 
pointed, to eſpie the feebleſt part where they might ſcale 
and ſurpꝛiſe it. The counteſſe thereof aduertiſed, pꝛeſen⸗ 

ted her ſeife pzeſentlp vpon the battlements of the wall, 

where leaning ouer the top of a rampire, iuſt at the arri⸗ 
nall of Rifaran, ſhe began theſe pittifull and ſozrowful la⸗ 
mentations : Alas why will you thus ruine me? What 
bath moned pou tobe ſo angrie and furious againſt a pwz 
damſel, a widow, to diſhonour her, to ontrage her vaſſals 
and beſt friends, who neuer committed againft pon the 
leaſt offence, which in any thing might eraſperate the 
choller of a ma were he neuer ſo malitious oꝛ mutinous) 
to take ſo auſtere and rigourous vengance, as you ſœke 
to offer me: J pꝛay pou in the fauour and foꝛ the deuoiro 
of that honeſt and vertuous amitie, pou haue alwaies 
ſence in me towards pon, pou permit me to liue inpeace, 
ſuffering me to enioy without diſturbance during mp like, 
that little which it pleaſed him to inueſt me with, by the 
oꝛdinante of his laſt wil, c I pꝛomiſe to render it vou vn⸗ 
doubtedly at the end of my daics: fo: naw to depart with 
it, were to me a heartsgriefe vnſpeaͤkeable. 

Diolas returned her a thouſand villanons ſpœches to 
terrifte her, ſaping ſhe had empoiſoned her haſband, and 
that he would other wiſe haue diſpoſſeſled her of all that 
ſhe did 1v2ongfully poſſeſſe bythe lawot᷑ the twelue tas 
bles, Zhe Rifaran who ſtaid there to heare thoſe alterita⸗ 
tions betwane them, perceiued well what the cauill 
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meant. Wlherefoze moued with pitt ie towards the dam⸗ 
ſell could not containe to repꝛehend Diolas ſo: his dil⸗ 
tourteſie, in outraging with ſuch vile ſpeeches the ladie, 
who ſhewed farre moꝛe modeſtie and wiſdeme then he, 
ceunlelling him if by her he found himſeife w2onged, to 
take his way ts the emperoꝛ who would miniſter god iu⸗ 
ſtice to himfo2 his right. The explozatoꝛ was in a rage 
and ſul of indignation, hearing Ritaran ſpeake to him in 
this loꝛt, who in great c holler cut him ofthils: . | 
You who ſpeake befoze pou be bidden, will vou fake | 
vpon you to maintaine the right of this ladie : ſurely J 
wil quoth he, and albeit J know not the cauſe whence pꝛo⸗ 
terdeth this quarrel, pet J vnderſl and you offer her vio⸗ 
lence, whereinfaz as much as JI haue taken vpon me the 
oꝛder of knighthod, with intention to aid tomp power, 
thoſe whom J ſer iniuried without cauſe, J cannot no; J 
ought not to taile but ſuccour her. And ik derevpon thou 
wilt enter the combat with me, J hope by the helpe ol 
God{tn whoſe hand are all via outs) to make the repent 
this villanie ontred her. J will neuer be artaunted knigbt 
quoth Diolas, if I doe not make the pay to deare fo2 this 
thy fwlifh raſhnes; and to the end chou maieſt be an ex⸗ 
ample to all other pꝛeſumptuous and witles foles, ſuch 
as thou art, to defie a gentleman whom thouknowſt not, 
re ſolue nowto defend thy ſelle well, foz J cannot thinke 
otherwiſe but then art or the lau ion, and one of thoſe who 
with this dilloiall and acturſed woman, haſt murde rou⸗ 
vou lurmile to great a lie, 
guoth Rifaran, ſcing Inno not this ladie, noz haue 
A ener (ene her in my like but now, no moze then pon, 
which J will make god in any fozme of combat which 
yon like beſt , Upon condiffon-notwithſtanding,that fo; 
anp attident which nay betall you, none of pour compli⸗ 
| me, moze then 
| wodes, but 
jo cemmaunded all his W WEn< towithdzaw 5 
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ſelues from the plate, and that none of them ſhould bee ſo 
hardie as to come to his aid, whereat the conntefle great⸗ 
ly meruelled, becauſe ſhe knew not the knight who vn- 
dertoke her defence. Meane while the two knights who 
had great deſice to grapple, encountred with ſuch courage 
and fur ie, that bꝛeaking their lances to their gauntlets, 
they b2 2uſht one another ſo puiſantly with their ſhicldes 
and bodies, that Diolas was dangerouſly wounded in one 
of his ſhoulders, and turning bꝛidle incontinently began 
to hew on another fiercely with their (wo2ds : all the 
time of this recharge, the connteſſe, who wel knew how 
valiant a knight her enemie was eft&emed in theſe coun- 
tries, pꝛaied God deuoutly foꝛ her champion, wondering 
much how without great cauſe his heart ſcrucd him to 
enter this combat. But Rifaran being valerous, and a per⸗ 
fect warrioꝛ, ſhe wed within a little ſpace, he would quick⸗ 
ly carie away the vico2ie,fo2 he made his fight with mer⸗ 
nellons dexterity, neuer pꝛofered blow but hurt his ad⸗ 
uerlarie: ſo as in leſſe then halle an hower he tamed him 
ſo well, that with a ſtroake which he lighted aloft on the 
treaſt of his helmet, he made him fal from his hoꝛſe to the 
ground: Then Rifaran alighted from his, and running 
haſtely vpon him, cut a two the laces of his helmet, and 
withall his head from his ſhoulders, ſaving to the coun⸗ 
telle, who looked on thoꝛo bo the lape holes of the platfoꝛm: 
Madame, now are pcu ſeture from the veration which 
this peaſant did wozke pon, ſo that from hencefozth pon 
nerd not feare him any moꝛe. 

The ladie was much abaſhed at bis ſuddaine ſpectacle, 
and much moꝛe affraid were Diolas ftue knights, who ſ&@- 
ing their maiſter alreadie dead, came line mad dogs to 
charge vpon Rifaran, crping to him: thou art dead, cruel 
and inhumane Barbarian, ſcing thou haſt not had pitti 
of a better and mo2e; 
knowing it w 
tongue, and not We 
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bꝛauely in defence : when with the firſt froake of his 
ſwoꝛd he ſent one ofthem to kepe Diolas company in the 
other woꝛld. But the other foure held him ſo liuely play, 
that he recciued two 02 thze wounds, yet not moztall noz 
dangerous, fozhe dꝛoue them ſo befoze him, that nct- 
ther one noꝛ other could once come nerre him, but they 
ould find hun ready to receiue them, And although they 
gaue him his hands full, as doubtleſſe the match is to vn⸗ 
equall of foure againſt one, pet he neuer ſhewed himſelfe 
co ward oꝛ fainthearted, but in warding fil their blows, 
miſt not their bodies an inch, at euerp aduantage where 
they lay open, and he made the ſweat dꝛop down his foz⸗ 
head fo2 feare, whom he could ſometimes by chance light 
vpon. ; 

The counteſſe ſceing her champion in perill of death, 
ſent many ol her people to his reſcue, ſo that there falicd 
out of the foꝛtreſſe moze then twentie knights all very 
well armed to goe ſacage and take pꝛiſoners thoſe foure 
aſſailants : fo2 all that, they could take but two of them al 
bewen and maſſacred of their bodies, whom they caried 
afterwards within the caftle : ſoꝛ as foz the others, ves 
ry feare had made to take their hæles ſo ſone as they 
ſaw the ſupplie of enemies come foꝛth ofthe caſtell to af 
(atle them. In the meane while two poung knights, kinf- 
men tothe counteſſe, tame humbly to thanke Rifaran,and 
to inuite him to refreſh himſcife within the foztrefſe , as 
well becauſe it was ne&dfull foz him to ret, as alſo be⸗ 
cauſe the ladie and miſtr eſſe thereof had a great deſire to 
know him, and to doe him all the honour ſhe might de⸗ 
uiſe, ſoʒ the ſudda ine and miraculous aid ſhe had recetued 
at his hand. Gentleman quoth the knight then, ſmal mat⸗ 
ters are theſe J haue now exploited, in reſpect of that J 
would endeuour to accompliſh, as far as my life would 
goe, ſoꝛ her and her pres. Hotwithſtanding 3 will gee 
wellingip to viſit her, to the end tu doe her that reverence 
which I ow ta all the honeſt and vertuous paragons of 
i! : ,. ber 
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her ſer. So he walked foꝛth towards the caſtle, and as he 
dꝛew neere it, behold therountefſe who met hum, who 
thanking him in moſt humble manner fo2 the knightly 
act he came from perfozming inthe defence and mainte- 
nance of her god right, required him moſt inffantly and 
with a very amiable grace he would declare her his 
name, to that end her ſpirits might be ſetled, knowing 
him by whom ſhe had receiued this aid. 

Madame quoth Rifaran, I ama gentleman ofthe em- 
perours court, whence Jam come not long fince to ſcke 
a knight who departed thence very ſecretly this other 
dap: and arriuing here by chance as pou map ſe, XI could 
not endure pou ſhould be thus villanouflp ontraged by 
your aduerſarie, againſt whom J haue as I thinke with- 
out all blame attempted that which euery aduiſed and 
noble knight is bound to doe in the like occurrence, With 
this talke they mounted vp the ſtaires of the great hall, 
where being arrined, the countefſe did with her owne 
hand difarme Rifaran,then laid him in a rich bed, and cau⸗ 
ſed his wounds to be loked vnto with all care, giuing 
tommaund the ſame euening to make an honourable 
2 || tombe, to inter therem the bodie of Diolas her bꝛother in 
lau, with ceremonies of funerall pomps, as were r 
t, ſoz the yonger bꝛother iCned of ſo high a houſe as 
lot Aſeland. And afterward cauſing al her vaſſals to bee aſs 
id ſembled, che oduiſcd that Rifaran and the two knights 
which ſhe held pꝛiſoners ſhould recount vnto them the 
es || diſcourſe ot this battaile, the happie iNne whereof made 
to them moze then content: In reſpec whereof they alla- 
e- | gaine ſware and pꝛomiſed vnto her loiall fidelitie, andſhe 
d | remained in tranquillity and peaceable polle ſlion of her 
t- eſtate. So that hereby her thoughts being no moze trou⸗ 
7 I bled with the continuall vexations and alarmes that Di- 
iy  olas was wont to giue her, ſhe occupied her felſe altoge⸗ 
oe I} ther in tricking vp of her naturall beautie, and in doing 
ce | of things which might pleaſe the knight, whom the per- 
of EL | ceiued 
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ceinedalreadie a little entangled in her loue, which on the 
other fide fiered her owne thereby with an vnquencha⸗ 
ble flame, hauing vnderſtod he was nephew to the Em- 
pꝛeſſe of Tonſtantinople , but ſhe knew not he was a 
Poze: this recipꝛocall amitie grew fo hot betwene 
them, that it rauiſhed quite the ſpirits of this counteſſe, 
euen to make her foꝛget the chaſt and vndefiled lawes of 
her widdowhod : fo2 the impatient defire of Rifaran, 
and the guerdon of his merit, whereof ſhe was in filent 
manner required, did pꝛouoke her fo linely that ſhe was 
perſuaded to let her heart ſwim in the ſtreame of all deli⸗ 
cious ioiſſance: ſo it fell out afterward by the ſubtiltie 
and ſecret pꝛadiſes of Cupid, wherot nat any ling crea- 
ture but they two, and one of her moſt faithfull ladies of 
honour were pꝛiuie: and Rifaran loued her afterward ſo 
ſtrangelp, that fo the lone of her fearing leaſt his depar- 
ture might cauſe her ſoꝛrobo s inſuppoztable griefe, he ſo⸗ 
lourned a great while longer in that place then her was 
determined to doe, 


chf. XX. 


How Marcomyr arriued in the iſland of Cardery, where firſt 
he diſmounted Tiraquel at the iouſt: afterward vanqui- 
ſhed the kmghe Gatdian at the bridge, and ſome others 
who allailed him at the third turret : how he had at laſt a 


ſight of faire Celeſlina, and was ſer vpon by two great en- 
chanted dogs. 


#77 Dx Ou haue heretofoze vnderffod, how after Mar- 
EX, *Icomyr hd vanquiſhed Arnedes, he went on bis 
2 17 way with incredible deſtre to arriue quicklie in 
r Catderie, ſo that he made tarriante in no place, 
befoze he came thether, which was vpon a mundap at af- 
ternone: full glad was he aseuer he was in his life to 

be come thether ; wherefoze he put himſelf? in deuout 


pꝛaier, 


Celeſting the Faire. M 


pꝛaier, pꝛaping vnto God with all ſinceritie to giue him 
ſo much grace that he might happily atchieue the via oꝛie 
of this adnenture: foꝛ a memoꝛiall and ſacrifice whereof 
he pꝛomiſed with a contrite heart to offer vp the purity 
of his ſoule to the hoip character of Ch:tFtanitic , and to 
be baptiſed as ſone as by any meane poſſible he might. 
At thts ſame time was not Belcarin in guard of the 
b2idge as he was wont befoze, foꝛ he was impoꝛtuned to 
goe ſome daies befoze to viſit the king and queene Griana, 
bis ouncle and aunt in Pacedon: who hauing euerp day 
newes of the great and meruellous chinalrics he did in 
defence ofthis bꝛidge, had ſent foz him by an expꝛelle mel⸗ 
ſenger to come vnto them. And indeed he had not gone ( ſo 
obſtinate he was in his enterpziſc)if Alderine had not re- 
queſted him p3tutly by a letter, which the very ſame page 
b ought him, who had ſpoken vnto him in her behalfe, 
when he depareed out of the tourney at the marriage of 
the infant Deniſe, as vou have read befoze, Foz ſhe diſco- 
uered her ſecret tothe Qu&ne Griana, and by all meanes 
humbly entreated her, ſhe would vnder ſome apparant 
conlour retaine the duke her father, till Belcarin were 
arrinedfrom Carderie. Wherevnto the quene molt wil- 
lingly granted, and ſ&ing her nephew could not finda 
moꝛe honourable and vertuous match then Alderine, ſhe 
ſpake with the duke and ducheſle of Pontus, who were 
very glad of that alliance: and therefoze diſpatched in hat 
agentlemanof the qutens, and Gratian, Alderines ſquier, 
with a letter which ſhe gaue him, the wozds whereof 
were ofthis ſubſtance. 


A letter of the prirceſſe of Darace to Belcarin the 
| king of Hunzarics ſonne. 


O the moſt valiant and renowned pꝛince Belcarin 
Þ+ ſonne to the king of Hungarte , a maiden very ea⸗ 


Ge to be deceiued, ſendeth a greeting condigne his 
TY merit, 


e delectable Hiftorre of 


merit. Ercuſeme ſeignioꝛ Belcarin if J waite not vnts 
vou but that which is moſt abounding in my thought, foꝛ 
- if it were anp thing elſe, J feare me J ſhould hardly be a- 
ble to finiſh it without many confuſed vagaries in this 
diltourſe, ſo much doe J know my mind rauiſhed and pꝛo⸗ 
uoked with impatience, which giueth it no moment of 
reſt. And if you would exactly thinke whence pzocedeth 
this diſtrefſc, you ſhall find it to be by the violent #4 crcec- 
fine lone, where withfull well you know it is ſeaſed tow⸗ 
ards you, that and it were Gods wil J could wiſh it were 


ſo retipꝛocally betwerne vs both: I ſhould aſſure my ſelf 


at the leaſt you would read theſe lines as willingly and 
with the lik contentment as J haue endited them. Un⸗ 
derſtand then J cannot haue but great occaſfon to com- 
plaine of pou ſecretly, fo2 ſo much as it ſemeth pou are a 
falſifier of your pꝛomiſe, oꝛ a diſſembler of loue in my be⸗ 
halfe: as the reading of this letter ſhall make vou con- 
feſſe,if you eſtrange not from pour indgement, Reaſon, 


which ought to be the maineſaile of the ſhip, which von 


haue ſet on float in the perrillous waues of this woꝛdlie 
. fea, Foꝛ what thinke pon is now the vulgare opinion of 
pour doings ? But that you deſire to purchaſe the name 
ofa true champion of Celeſtina, by the meruellous exploits 


of armes that you do daily in garding her, by this meane 


making amoze memoꝛable fame of her excellence, and 
kindling a great er deſire in algentlemen ts came to that 
iſland, to be foꝛ her aduenturers: ſo it ſemeth to nice pou 
are not my knight, nayby god reaſon pou map be called 
Celeſtinaes knight, which indnceth me to beleue the 
woꝛds repo2ted to me in your behalfe, whe pou toke pour 
leaue of the tourney at Pacedonie, were but fained and 
dillembled: which I mull thinke to pꝛocæd of a ver ſuf- 
fictent aa (if ſpedily J perceine not the contrarie) to 
place pou in reputation of the moſt ingratefull aud diflot- 
all pzince whocuer entered into queſt of Chiualrie: but 
leaſt the perſuaſion (where with the popular voice hath 

alrea⸗ 


Celeſtina the Faire, 


alreadie filled me, touching pour abſence) ſhould take a 
deeper impꝛeſſton in my ſoule, J p23y you come het her 
with as much ſp#d as you may in any wiſfe,befoze my 
returne to Durace : tothe end we map find ſome reme⸗ 
dy foꝛ the continuall tounent which mp poꝛe heart fe 
teth, fiered with the coles of lady Venus fire, foꝛ pour ſake: 
02 elſe pꝛeſently ſend me wo2d of pour meaning touching 
the p2incipall points of the pzemifſes, and bp none other 
but by the bearer hereof: whom 4 haue giuen charge to 
deliuer vou a little woꝛd by mouth: whom J beſeech pou 
to truſt, and commit ſafely pour ſecret to him, as to the 
faithfulleff meſſenger that may come from 


Her whom you know 
in briefe muſt die: 
If pitty none you ſhow 
to bring her remedie. 


This letter and ſome woꝛd of meſſage beſide, where⸗ 
with Alderine could well infkruct Gratian, were the onelp 
meane to bzing Belcario inta Pacedon, who in the mean 
time left Tiraquel in guard of the bꝛidge of Carderie, ho- 
ping to be quickly thcre agame: but there will foꝛtune 
ſomething to him which will ſane him all that paine, as 
hereafter pou ſhal further vnderſtand. 

To returne to the pꝛince of Zarſus, as ſone as Tira- 
quel ſaw him appꝛoch the bꝛidge, he made ont againſt 
dim, as he did againſt all others who in great number re⸗ 
(ted continually into this place, rather to combat with 


Belcarin then to trie themſelues in the aduenture of Ce 
leſlina, and had alreadie vanquiſhed ir ſince his compani ⸗ 


ens departure: whereof Marcomyr aduertiſed at his lod⸗ 


the place of the ſeuenth. TWberefoze he laced his helmet, 
then gallopping to the end of the carrier (loꝛ at the other 


T iy b2aue 


ging the night befoze, reſolued rather to die then to take 


"he beheld 1 xaquel all ina readines) gaue him ſuch a 


| 


The delectable Hiſtorie of 


bꝛaue encounter,that with a thzewdblowhe ſent him tg 
the ground: fo2 all that he loſt one of his ſtirrops by the 
counterbuffe which he reteiued of Traquel, whe lay there 
a god while befo2c he could riſe againe, he felt (uch paing 


px bis fall. 8 


Thoſe who beheld this enccunter meruelled much, ef; 


peciallp the Nuckne of Theſfatie, Ceſeltmacs mother, 


who arriued there foure oꝛ fiue daies befoze t fo2 that the 
laſt of the thze Fairies who w2ough! the erichmitnet of 
the caftle, foꝛeſœing ſhe could not line longer, pzocuced 
the arriuall of Marcomy ras befoze ptu haue read, and al- 
tet ward ſent the queene woꝛd that ſon after her dereaſe 
ſhe ſhould ſe all her deſires accompliſhed, No ſoner was 
the death of the Enchauntereſſe knowne by the gad la⸗ 
die, who had an extreame deſire to ſ& her daughter out of 
theſe enchaunted pꝛiſons, to the end by her meanes her 
huſband might alſoſone after be deliuered out ofthe caps 
tiuitie of the miſbcleening pagans, but ſhe departed ſrom 
Theſalictotake her journey towards this iſle of Car⸗ 
derie: where ſhe noꝛ none of her traine could euer ſet one 
fot vpon the entrance of the bꝛidge onely. By reaſon 
whereol tauſing many tents and pauillions to be raiſed 
in the pla ine fictd, ſhe there aid attending in god deuo⸗ 


tion the end olthe aduenture, when Marcomyr was come 


thether, and as ſuddatnely ſhe ſaw Tuaquel vanquiſhed, 
who was very valerous ſhe had much ioy in her heart, 
p2aping God the creatoꝛ, he would put into this new 
knight ſo much foꝛce and courage, he might kre her daugh⸗ 
ter from that enchantment. Marcomyr bzeathed a while 
to ſer whether his enemie would riſe againe from the 
place, neuertheleſſe knowing he was to long a while be- 
foʒe he could doe it, made appꝛoch to wm the gates of the 
firſt turret, where he ſpied a great knight ſturdy on lat 
alreadie readieto combat him : thereſozehe alighted his 
hoꝛſe, and with an inuincible courage dꝛawing his ſwo 

be began to pꝛay thus with a loud voice: | 2 


O lozd God if thy pꝛouidente hath deſtined me the dil⸗ il 
comfiture of this adnentuve, ſuffer not J beſ#ch ther any 1 
fainthearted cowardiſe to accompany me in the deline- 1 
rante of this gentle pꝛinceſſe which is here within enclo⸗ 
ſed; but let iy eies this dap enioy the pꝛeſente of Cele- 

ſtina, whom they deſire ſo ardently to behould, and I ſhall 
 fulfillmp p2omilſe, as ſone as euer I haue oppoztunity to 

doe it: theſe woꝛds ended, he aduanced himſelfe with in- 

credible hardines, albeit the knight of the bzidge repulſed 

him moſt ſtoutip, whereat the pꝛince was ſo encouraged, 
that there began between them ſs cruel! and blody a bat⸗ 
tel, that it was a terroz to behold it: becauſe there was no 
plate of harneſte (were it neuer ſo wel tempꝛed with ſteel) 
but flew in peces to the ground. 

Marcomyr who was valiant and magnanimious, and 
on the other ide p2iched on with an exceeding deſire to 
finiſh this aduenture he wed ſo long on his enemte , that 
he began to be greatiy wear te, as he heard the dwarfes 
hozne, who lwked ont of the turret top (knowing the foz- 
ces of the knight his aduerſarie were redoubled thereby) 

he let bis \wo2d hang at his yzon hanger to get within 
him and to gr ipe him faſt in his arms, which he did with 

a bꝛaue courage. And theſe two wꝛaſtlers tugging toge⸗ 
ther a long time, at the lait to the ground they went toge⸗ 
ther, where Marc myr, who was alwaies foztunate and 
favoured hy the deſtinies (as was alſo his father befoze 
him) tell vppermoſt vyon his enemie, from wham (albeit 
be held him very herd do lone ta him by reaſon ol the dou⸗ 
ble ſtrength he had recouered by the winding of the hozn) 
he did wind hiinſclfe ont from him neuertheles gallantlp; 
and letting his knee vpen his bꝛeſt, began crueily to poin⸗ 
mell him with his ſwo2d, Which the knight ol the b2idge 

perceiying, claſped about him againe with his armes, ſo 
that there they were a god while roling together, and 
foiling one another in the place, noꝛ could one get the bet⸗ 

ter of the other: notwithſtanding Marcomyr diſdaimng 1 

, to : 


& 
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to haue clawed one another fo long while,and onenly to 
he along taking meafure- of the earth, by the onelp re⸗ 
2 — thereol, doing a thing ſo repngnant to a no⸗ 
and heroic all heart, put to ſuch atmirable irength, 
that he lifted himſelfe once againe linelp out of the 
gripes of his aduerſatie, who lap along on the ground 
tired cleane out of bzeath with ſtriuing and w2alfling, 
Zhen whipt Marcomyr along the hꝛidge, pꝛaping vn⸗ 
to God with all his heart to ſuccour him in this happie x 
ſo famous conqueſt, And as ſ@ne as he had done his pꝛai⸗ 
er, going a pace neither toſwiftno2 to flow , he came to 
the gates of the ſecond turret, which clapt together with 
a moꝛe hoꝛrible creaking then they were wont to doe at 
the comming of any other knight: foꝛ al that, he who ſaty 
them going a far of befoꝛe thep were quite ſparred toge⸗ 
ther, pucht bet werne his ſwoꝛd, which he then bare naked 
in his hand, there foꝛe could they not ſhut cloſe together: 
and being nothing amated at the noiſe, he auickiy th2uflt - 
his fingers betwerne the two dozes which he opened ſo 
cafily, as if thep had ben two leaues of paper. Quicklie 
was he in at them, thꝛuſt on with an vnſpeakeable glad⸗ 
nes, knowing neuer any other knight had gone ſo ter in 
this aduenture. Whereof no leſle was the pleaſure and 
gladneſſe that receiued in their hearts all thoſe who were 
moſt deſitouſiy attending to behold him at the end of the 
bꝛidge, and elpet ially the god que ne of Thcſlalte: who 
embꝛacing Ozalias the teares ſtanding in ger ctes(foz the 
bnſpeakeable toy of hrr heart) bleſſed and pꝛaiſcd God 
who had ſent thether fo perfec t accompliſhed a knight : 
then the pꝛince told her moꝛeouer, ſhe world without all 
compariſon be fo perſuaded, i ſhe were once aduertiſed 
of his parentage and cflpzing : (02 il ſhe law him valiant 
and mag nanimious in the higheſt degree, he was no lefſe 
fllufirious and gencreus efblod,Sofarcrcading ſa med 
the gladnes ant content ofall the beholders, that it may 
not be cxpꝛeſſed. | | 
And 
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And il he had cauſe ko reioite at this ſtrange accident 
in the behalfe ol the pꝛince of Tarſus, Tiraquel who was 
tcenneighed by his (quiers into his tent, ſelt in himſelfe an 
ertreame ago nie, and ſo great a hearts griefe ( ſering him⸗ 
ſelle ſo quickly vanquiſhed) that he was moze then halle 
mad, and would haue died foꝛ mere rage. Inthe meane 
time was NMarcomyr come to the laſt turret, which her 
ſat was guarded with thꝛer knights all in complaet ar⸗ 
mouc do bone to the foot, hauing euery one a ſhoꝛt launce 
touched againſt him. Palle he could not further onwards 
vnleſſe he would put himſelfe vpon the very point of their 
lances, which terrified hima little: yet knowing no bet⸗ 
ter remtdie, he encouraged himſelt, thus: Dn what doſt 
thou pauſe Marcomyr? TUhat feareſt thou now man: Be 
not atfeard of any thing, ſering thou hopeſt in bzieſe to ſ& 
her, who in beautie ſurpaſſeth the moſt perfec of all the 
woꝛld: fo2 if in getting hether thou haſt done moze then 
any who euer hazardeo befoze in this aduenture, the de⸗ 
uine bountie ſhall helpe and make ther ſtrong inoughfoz 
the reſt. Speaking theſe woꝛds, he ventred himſelfe foꝛ⸗ 
warts , when the thꝛer knights gaue him ſuch a furious 
charge, that they quickly laid hun along: pet his hap was 
ſtill ſo god, that none of them gaue him any wound: ne- 
uertheles he had as great ſhame of that miſaduenture, as 
if he had then ben befoze the Emperour and al the ladies 
of his court. 

Seeing it would be no better he reconered himſelf with 
atrice all in a furie . without fearing any encombzaunce 
02 perill whicq might befall him, trauerüng his ground a 
little on the one ſide, he delluered ſo mightie a troake on 
the lance of the firſt who was next bim, that it went in 
two perces almoſt at his fiſts: to beſhozt, without long 
ſcanding he did as much foz the other two, who then ſet⸗ 
ting their hands to their ſwoꝛds, began to lay about on all 
ſides : but ſuch was the pꝛo welle and valour of Marco- 
myr, and lo cunningly he knew to ward his atuerſaries 

U * blowes, 
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blowes , that he kept them far inoughoff him * albeit ſo 
ſharpe and cruell did this battell ſeeme vnto him, that her 
affirmed oftentimes afterward, he neuer ſaw himſelfe ſo 
ſoze handled in any aſſanlt, where ener he had ben befoze 
noꝛ afterward, In fine, he vſedſo well the foꝛce and derte⸗ 
ritie which God had giuen him, that he made them ceaſe 
the fight, foꝛcing them to recoile to the end of the bꝛidge, 

from whence they vaniſht out of ſight, and at the ſame in⸗ 
ftant with them the knight gardian of the bꝛidge, and the 
dwarfe, who neuer boudged from the watch tower, being 
then heard a moſt great and hoꝛrible earthquake in all 
parts round about the caſtel. 

The quene perceſuing the lame, fell downe on her 
knees to the ground to thank God of this god beginning: 
as did alſo thoſe who were in companie with her, eſpeti⸗ 
ally Ozalias, who being deſirous to follow Marcomyr, 
would leape incontinently after vpon the bꝛidge, neuer- 
theleſſe could not plant one ſtep ſure, fo2 that neither he 
noꝛ any others of the companie might paſſe ouer at that 
p:eſent, albeit many aſſaied to doe it, and yet toke much 
paine in vame. 

Marcomyr on the other fide was ſo toffull he had ſet his 
fot ſo far, that he neuer remeb2edtotake an reſt:where⸗ 

-byhe went directly to the taſtell, 4 going almoſt round a⸗ 
bout to ſœke the entrance into it, ſeing the tountermure 
and the encloſure ofthe wals which did enuiron the great 
chamber, wer? very high and tw ſterpe to be climed vp, 
paſt a little farther, where he found the poſterne gate of 
the garden garded by two enchanted dogs, thozow which 
be law e hard by a ſountaine within many Damſels ſtan⸗ 

| ding vp. Among whom ſhe in the middeſt (ſitting vpdn a 
110 chaire wꝛought with imbꝛoderie) was Celeſtun, fo paſs 

: ſing faire, andmolt ſumptuoullp attired, that ſhe had not 
only pꝛouoked the tender and paſſionate hearts of ina⸗ 
moured knights, but alſo made toifull, pea moucd ones, 
plants, and other inſenſible creatures, The pꝛince Marco- 


myt 
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myr then hauing thus (&ne and curiouſly beheld her, as a 
bodie rauiſhed and franticke, thꝛuſt from him the doꝛe ſo 
violently without al feare, that at the third time he bzake 
t open: and entring ioifully into the place of his bliſſe, 
the dogs ran vpon bim foꝛthwith, tearing with their ſharp 
teeth, all the plates buckles and leathers of his harneſſe. 
V etwithftanding he who ſaw himſelf in eminent peril or 
liie, fear ing to be toꝛne in pœces and denoured by theſe 
beafts (which ſer med to him moꝛe terrible and mad then 
the inſernall fur ies) began to lay at them withdownright 
blowes, and then thꝛuſt vpon thꝛuſt ſo liuely, that he ra- 
ther wearied himſelfe then hurt them in any wiſe,foz that 
his ſwozd could not pierce their (kin, being diobollicaily 
enchantet, Wherefo2e not well knowing what to doe in 
this per plex itie, he ſaid in great bꝛauerie, ov is this: 
' Now J am befoze the eies of the moſt excellent of all la- 
dies, hall my fozce and ſtomack faile me, that J cannot 
defend my ſelf againft theſe hideous and bzutifh animals? 
Ah ta great an enemie ſhould be to me that old moztall 
Chimere, u the ſhould make an end ol me here beſoze her, 
in whom lieth the perfection of all my future glozie , As 
lone as he had ended this ſpeech, letting his \wozd hang 
at the chaine of his arme, and taking in either hand ons 
of theſe lauage and hoꝛrible beaſtes, he put them finely 
vnder his armepits, where he t hꝛatled them ſo hard, that 
they were quickly ſtrangled: neuertheleſle he remained 
ſo wearie and ſenceles, that ſcantly could he well tand 
vponhisfgt a god while after, | 


CHAP, XXI. 


The gracious greeting and talke thatpaſſed between Mar- 
comyr and fare Celeſtina in the garden, where they lupt 
both together, and hom after he had giuen her to vnder- 
ſtand who he was, he gaue het the ring which his mother 
had giuen hum at lus deparung from I arlus, 

A Now 
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die felt the flame of laue as well as 
{ Marcomyr,fo2 the Fairp(knowing the 

N time of the ceaſing of this enchaunt- 
Bs ment to app2och) gaue her to vnder- 
ſtand,ſhe ſhould be quickly conquered 
and delinered _ of that pꝛiſon by one ofthe beſt knights 
of his age, to whom from her natimtic the deſtinies had 
abſolutely vowed her fo2 wife in recompence of his la; 
bours, Which made this amourous deſtinie ſparp!e moꝛe 
and moꝛe in the ſpirit of Celeſtina, to fir her ſelle ſurpꝛiſed 
with this new and maruellous diſreſt: foꝛ the little god 
Cupid, who maiſtereth and domincereth ouer the hearts 
ſubiect to his bow, did ſtudie to make appeare in like de⸗ 
gree the recip2ocation of Marcomirs lone in this pꝛinceſſe: 
Who being aſſailed with ſuch vnuſuall yaſſions, did no- 
thing but wiſh fo2 that ſo happie hower when the knight 
Gould arriue there foꝛ her deliverance , So that euen ag 
the pilot toſſed long time with the impetuous fo2me and 
tempeſt at ſea,mounteth ſometime into his mainetop to 
 ſewhether he candiſcouer afar ofthe poꝛt oꝛ hauen, her 
deſireth ſo much: likewiſe this damſell diſquieted with 
the wauie floates of this amourous ſea, gets tothe top of 
the platfoꝛme of the caſtle, to loke whether ſhe might fx 
any knight from far in the plaine champaine xfca coait 
comming towards her. And by god foꝛtune being there 
when Marcomyrarriued at the bꝛidge fot, her heart be⸗ 
gan to leape fo2 toy, which canſed her to imagin ſtrait, he 
chould be her deliuerer and future ſpouſe : whercfoze ſhe 
ſone got do mne ints the garden with her damſeis in gal- 
lant array, fo ſee what inight be the inc of the knights 
exploit, who did pꝛeſage vito her ſo much toy, 

By this time the beams of the great ptancet, running 
twifter then they were wont to doe, gane place to the 
light of Phcbe his ſiſter, when the p2incelſe( who was be- 
foze aducrtiiedby the Falrie of that which beſcened her 
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fo doe)ſeefng the dogs vanquiſhed , roſe from her place, 
t with all her damſels came toward the knight: ſhewing 
by the geſture of her countenance, ſhe cameto welcome 
dim with many amiable courteſies, But Marcomyr who 
ſa w her dꝛaw nere him, feeling his heart ſtriken with a 
ſuddaine motion, ſet one kne on the ground, thinking to 
kiſſe her hand: uhereat Celeſtina bluſhed a little, and did 
the ſame to him, ſaping : it is to me fir knight, to whom 
it belongeth of dutie to begin this, wherein thozow pour 
courteſic I ſe pou haue now pꝛeuented me: fo2 by that 
aduenturous aa, fromthe finiſhing whereof pon now 
come, pou ſhew pour ſelfe euidently to be in perfection of 
Chiualrie ſecond to none of thoſe, who at this day beare 
armes: ſo that befoꝛe I riſe from hence, J mutt entreat 
pou to graunt me one fauour, which J belerth vou not to 
reſuſe me, ſing it ſhall not be any thing, that may take 
from pou oꝛ make vou loſe that which ſhal be foꝛ euer en⸗ 
tirely pours:foꝛ hauing ſet me fre from this enchantment 
(aſter my ſute obtained) pou ſhall diſpoſe of me as map a 
loial ſpouſe do of his wile, - 

Madame quoth Marcomyr, J efteme mv ſelfe no leſle 
at this pꝛeſent loued of the heauen, then fauoziſed by fo2- 
tune, hearing you ſap, that J am pours and pot mine) 
which makes me thinke my ſelfe fully guerdoned fo2 all 
the treuels and troubles it behoued me to (uifer in com⸗ 
ming into this place, ſo that demand what it hall pleaſe 
pou, ſoʒ J being pour ſlaue and voluntarie ſeruitoꝛ, cans. 
not but obey (without exception) all your thoughts. 

Ten thouſand thanks cane ſhe to replie, albeit it is 
not needfull to uſe this language in my owne behalf, con⸗ 
conſidering J am her, ouer whom pu haue fo ful power, 
that accoꝛding to time and all thinges ciſe, the leaſt pꝛofe 
pou will make ſhall demonſt rate the true eſtea: but it ſæ⸗ 
meth to me moze then time you take ſome reſt (as it is 
god to haue alwaics reſpec to the end and period of ail 
things) whereloꝛe ſhall J pꝛap you humbly to reſreſh your * 
A ty ſelle. 
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ſelfea little fo2 the pꝛeſeruation of pour health, The they 
walked together towards the fountaine, where Marco- 
myr was diſarmed by Celeſtina and her damſels, and ha⸗ 
ning waſht his hands and face within the ſame baſin, he 
ynt on a long and rich gowne, which was bꝛought the- 
ther foꝛ him, then ſat him done with his lady vpon two 
magnificent and pompous chairs touered with wꝛought 
gold z and becauſe that Herebus had ſent his daughter to 
hide the day, and to ſpꝛead his darkenes all auer their he- 
miſpheare, there were bꝛought thether many candles and 
to2ches lighted. The ſwert ſmelling and oderiferous ſent 
of roſes, violets, and other naturall flowers of the garden, 
with the vnſpeakeable beautie of Celeſtina, then the me- 
lodious harmonie, which pꝛocteded from the muſick well 
conſoꝛted with diuerſe inſtruments, wherevpon the dam⸗ 
ſcls plaid moſt perfec!p, and could moꝛeouer ſing moſt 
ſweetly there vnto ſo that vou would haue thought of pur- 
poſe, Orpheus, Arion, and al the other diuine muſrtions had 
ben there aſſembled) did rauiſh the ſpirits of the knight 
vp to the heauens, and made his memoꝛie foꝛget al his tra⸗ 
uels and labours paſt, thinking himſelfe in a place of all 
toy and bliſſe, where he ſemed to behold not the perfea 
beauty ofa goddeſſe, but of a ſhadow only which did ſteale 
away his heart, and charmd his eies to loke vpon it. 

The like was it with the pong ladie, maruclling as 
much oꝛ moꝛe, at the beautifull fozme and the wel accom⸗ 
plithed pꝛopoꝛtion of the knight, not foꝛ all that, without 
inwardly thanking the God ol heauen to giue her ſuch a 
huſband; and in veritietheſe two louers were one ofthe 
moſt beatifull couples that euer man ſaw matched toge⸗ 
ther, woꝛthie to compare with Hero and Leander, thoſe 
two gliſtering ſtars of their tune. | 

In this trance of iop, and content paſt all conceit , did 
they rematne,till the damſels, aduertiſing them the ſup⸗ 
per was readie, ſpꝛead befoze them a very taire and rich 
table ot wodd made ofa Citron tree, naturally criſped in 
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and out, imelling like balme , which they couered with 
many rare and erquiſit diſhes making at one of the ends 
thereof,their d2efter, repleniſhed with baſins, cups, and 
plate of gold and pearle, whoſe pꝛice and valour was ine- 
ſtimable. But ſmall chere ſerued the two vaſſals of the 
ſonne of Cicherea, foʒ that they ſatiated themſelues with 
loking one vpon anether: foꝛ there is nothing moꝛe de- 
licious to a louer, then to behold the obied which he lo⸗ 
ueth: becauſe loue making a bꝛeach vpon the body, and 
planting his ſeat round about the heart, debarreth the 
pallage to all nouriſhment, while it is fed with this amo⸗ 
rous conteit, which is ſuch, that all you who haue taſted 
tt, map iudge of the ſweetneſſe oꝛ bitterneſſe thereof, So 
ſupped Marcomyr and Celeſtina, and ſtrait were the Ta⸗ 
bles taken away by the damſels, who afterwards going 
to take their refection,left them both alone to * toge⸗ 
ther at their eaſe. 

Then appꝛoched the knight to her who had euen now 
rauiſhed his heart, and taking her by the hand thus he be⸗ 
gan: Alas Padame, well aſpeded map Fcall the Hoꝛo⸗ 
ſcope of mpnatiuitie,ſeing ſo great and ſouereigne is the 
happineſſe wherevnto the celeftiall bodies would fo2e- 
point me, in making me win by foꝛce of arms pour loue: 
IJ know now that to be moſt true which pou told me late- 
ly in the temple of Delphos, to wit, J might ſee you b2eeflp 
at my will. Com maund me then J pꝛay pou, all that it 
pleaſeth you J ſhall do?, and ſhew me the way whereby 
I map re ape ſoinc nit ofthe perpetuall ſeruice which I 
vow to pour ſi:rpaſſing aud moſt excelling vertue,that J 
map paciſie 4 giue {ome ſolugement to the inertingmble 
flame, which kondleth moꝛe and moꝛe in my heart. Faire 
knight, replined Celeſtina, as touching the fire which pou 
map now fccle,thinke from the ſame ſparke p2ocedeth 
the heat which burneth me recip2ocally, whereof J can- 
uot ſo much maruell ( conſidering the will of the deſtinies) 
as of pon, to hear you ſay vou ſaw me in ſome other — 10 

02: 


- fo? fince J was th2& peres old, the Fates haue encloſed 
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me within this caftle, whereinto neuer knight no2 other 
perſon ener cutrid hnce, but pour ſelle alone. As foꝛ the 
bon? which en hatte graunted me, it is, that you ſhal not 
attempt any thing ag ant mine honour and chaſt 

tillthe day whegibe mariage ſhal be lolemniſed between 
voti and me, which cannet be befoze yon haue reſcued my 
father the king ol Thellalie out ofthe hands bfthe great 


Turke, whoſe pꝛiſoner he hath bene a long tune. 


TUherefoze you muſt enterpꝛile this adnenture, which 
pou all bꝛing to a foꝛtunate end, in making pour ſelſe 
loꝛd of me, and ofthe whelc kingdom of Theſſalie, wher- 


ol J am lauful heire aſter the deceaſe ol iny father, ſo that 


in teſtimonie ol this my tranſpoꝛting hence, from this 
pꝛeſent I put mp ſele wholy into pour power, vpon con⸗ 
dition notwithitanding, vou ſhall not infringe the pꝛo⸗ 
miſe vou haue made me. Marcomyr gaue great care to all 
this,. and foꝛ a while anſwered not a woꝛd, thinking if her 
ſhoulo ſe nd away, oꝛ himſelle conduct the damſel towards 
the Empercur, and in the meane time net to diſcloſe him- 
lelle to any bodie, befoꝛe he had perfozmed the votage ol 
Turkie buinging with him at his returne the king of 
@beſiatie, if God did fanour him ſo much that he might 
let him krer out of his captiuitie. And as he was marnel- 
lous glad of this ſecret reſolution which be had laid down 
he bꝛake ſilence in this manner, | 
Madame (oferuent anddeepe is the loue J beare pon, 
that to get the monarke of this inferiour woꝛld, J would 
not cauſe you the leaſt griefe which might moue and dil⸗ 
pleaſe neuer ſo little pour vertuous mind, ſecond to none 
lining ! ſo that albeit J had not pꝛomiſed pou that which - 
pou haue demanded, J would neuer fo2 all that haue diſo⸗ 
beied your commandement. Fo2 J reptite mp ſelle the 
moſt foꝛtur ate knight liuing vnder the zones ol the hea⸗ 
uen at this dap, not foꝛ the honour oꝛ glozie which Athink 
to purchaſe by this aduenture but only to ſce mp ſelſe tap 
tiued 
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tiued with the perfea beautie and ſupernaturall grace 
wherwith J ſer yon are Tiunely enriched: which from 
hence foꝛ ward ſhall giue me (ach courage to attempt dafi⸗ 
cult magnanimious enterpꝛiſes, that the fartheſt diſtant 
of my race , ſhall be greatly bounden to you foꝛ the gloꝛy 
which by this meane ſhall redound vnto them. And aſſure 
your ſelfe well, Padame , fo2 any paine oꝛ trauell which 
may pꝛeſent it ſelfe befoꝛe mine eies, Jſhall not refuſe to 
employ the beſt of all my foꝛces to ſet the king youvfather 
in his pꝛiſtine libertie: wherein ſo contrary effects can⸗ 
not ſucced my deſires, but the only remembꝛante of the 
incomp2ehenſible felicitie J ſhall win in exploiting it, 
will make me eſteeme them leſle then nothing, o2 cls ve⸗ 
ry weake and ferble things, which may neuer in any wiſe 
alienate my mind from remembꝛante of vou. In the mean 
while J hope to leaue vou in the power of the Emperoꝛ, 
whom J loue and deſire. toſtrue molt affectionately, to 
whom ſ&ing J cannot mozeſurely ſend vou, J will con- 
duc vou mp lelfe,fozeſeing already the extreame anguith 


mp heart ſhall ſuffer, finding it ſelfe in exile frompour pꝛe⸗ 


ſence: but J muſt tollerate fo2 a while this violent and 
bitter paſſion, in the which the hope J haue to eniop here- 
after the happy and perpetual fruition ofpou,ſhal warrant 
me from death. 

Be pou hereof moſt aſſured quoth the damſell, J will 
neuer loue other then pour ſelfe, to whom the irreuoca- 
ble fates haue deſtinated me, ⁊ that during pour abſence 
I thallfele no leſſe toꝛment then pour ſelle, ſo that haue 
me whether it ſhall pleaſe pou: Foz when J would J 
could not millike of it, hauing alreadie tranſlated the con⸗ 
queſt of my heart into pour free will and gentle diſpoſiti- 
on. Judge pou whether Marcomyr were glad of this an⸗ 
ſwere oꝛ no, fo2 the continuall chaung ing of his counte⸗ 
nance , with many other tokens pꝛoce ding from a vehe⸗ 
ment flame of lone, were true witneſſes of the toy which 
ſetzed all his vitall {pirits ſo that this 1op ſtriking into 
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him a ſuddaine courage, he imbꝛaced Celeſtina gratioufly 
pꝛotelſling to her, he would neuer dilobey her tommande⸗ 
ments, but from thence foʒ ward did pꝛetend to beleue and 
reuerente them as if they were the deuine ©2acle of A- 
pollo. So he led his eies with the obiec ofthis pꝛineeſſe at 
the light of thoſe burning toꝛches which were there, and 
tudging her beautiful! aboue all creatures whom he could 
tall to mind he had euer lerne by reaſon of her llucly pur: 
ple toulour, that the heart which felt it ſelfe conſtantly 
loned of ſo perfect a knight ſent often into the ſurface of 
her chekes moze whiter then alabaſter) he was moze 
then befo2e inflamed with her loue. Do that ſrom point to 
point he began to diſcourſe vuto her all which had hap⸗ 
pened to him in the temple of Delphas, where he ſaw, if 
not her pꝛoper perſon , pct at leaſt her true ſhape and re⸗ 
pꝛelentation, with the whichbe adured himſeifehe tal 
kedalong time: whereatthe,Ocuaſel! greatly admired, 
pꝛaiſing vuto the ſkies tho wiſdome of the thꝛer Fairies, 
whom the thanked fincercly (2 pꝛocuring her ſuch a 
knight to be her huſband, 

Then ſhe pꝛaid him with a ſingular affection to tel her 
who he was, which he did moſt willingly, recounting vn⸗ 
to her the hiffo2y euery woꝛd , without diffembling oz 
diſguiſing any thing at all: vpon pꝛomiſe neuertheles the 
ſhould not ſhe wo it to amp creature, befoze he was retur⸗ 
ned from the canqueſt and reſcue ol her father the king of 
Thellalie. And then he gaue her aſwet x graticus kille, 
with a faire ring which his mother the queene gaue him 
at his departure from Tarſus, paying her to kœpe it 
careſulip:becauſe he ſaid he charged him to pꝛeſent it one 
day intothe hands or the Emperoꝛ Cleodomy1 his father: 
as in very derd it was the true token wherebphs loans re⸗ 
cogniched to be the Cmpcrozs ſon, as hete alter pou fy. 
heare, 
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CHAP, XXII. 


How Marcomyr and Celeſtina going towards the queen of 
Theſlalie who was yet at the end of the bridge, met at 
the.iſſuing out of the caſtle many ladies and knights of 
that iſle, who attended there for them: and how the lord 
of the ſume iſland after he had done great honour and re- 
uerence to them, brought them to the queen who carried 
them backe to lodge within the caſtell, and of the ſequel. 


7 O great was the top ek Celeſtina (hea? 
ring ber future ſpouſe to ſay he was fon 
to the Emperonr Cleodomyt) that all 
(,;that night no fiepe noꝛ any deſire to 
. could enter into her head: by 
meane whereof ſhe and Marcomyrpaſt 
it away in deuiſing together what they 
had beſt to doe, and in the end lated down the plot which 
liked them beſt. 

After the cl re moꝛning had chaced alvap the darknes 
of the night, and ſpꝛead ouer the hoꝛiſon his blew and azu⸗ 
red mantle, to pꝛepare a paage fo2 her ſweet loner Ti- 
tan againſt he left his ruddy couch, they both together 
went into the dungeon of the taſtle, where Marcomyr 
wondꝛed greatly at the riches and magnificence of the 
lodging of his lady Celeſtma. There would ſhe nerds 
ſearch him to ſ& if he were wonnted in any place dange- 
rouſiy, and finding none but bzuſing blowes ſhe cauſed 
him to be bathed diligently with ſweet hearbs, to be com⸗ 
foꝛted with many ſozts of fomentations, and to put ona 
rich blacke armour, which the Fairie left there expzeflp 
foz him, with a ſwoꝛd by which he might caſt a lepe 
whomſoeuer he would: the helmet and lance were bozn 
by two damſels: then deſcending out of the tower, paſ- 
king thozow the greene garden, they cane away by the 
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bꝛidge holding all hands together. Celeſtina was finely 
tricked vp with a carcakenet full of great collets (ct thick 
cuery where with carbuncles, diamants, Rubies, Eme- 

rawdes,and ©xthitallſaphires, clothed in cloth of gold 
cunningly wꝛought ouer with many litle pꝛetious (tones, 


emboſſed in figures ſet like vnto Silenes, oꝛ little apothc⸗ | 


carie bores, whoſe faſhion and rare artifice ſurmounted 
far the valour cf the things. In ene whereof wag ſe&n ſo 
great quantitie that you would haue indged nature had 
beſtowed in that place the moſt excellent and rareſt gems 
of her treaſure Hauing moꝛeouer with a fitlet garniſhed 
with great pearles, quainlie attired her haire yellower 
then the gold-twind hanging round about adowne her 
ſhoulders, and vpon her two little apples on her b2caſt, 
moꝛe to be deſired then thoſe of the garden Heſperides, 
thus ſhe marched with a grace no leſſe gratious then be- 
ſeeming a Airgin, who ſaw at her ſide ſo v:liant and mag 
nanimious aknight todefend them, better then any dꝛa⸗ 
gon could doe. 

As they then came foꝛth in this pomp and toy ſecond to 
none other, they found many gentlemen and ladies of the 
illand who attended there fo2 them in great deuotion, and 
among the reſt one faire and very bꝛaue knight kin vnto 
the Fairies, whom they did inveſt with the ſiegnioꝛie of 
that place after their death: he bawed himſelfe very. low, 
and ſet one of his knees to the gronnd befoze Marcomyr 
and Celeſtina, vttering with a verie god grace theſe 
ſpeeches: 

Aduenturous and moſt foꝛtunate knight, benigne and 
happy was the planet which raigned at the hower of pour 
birth, ſeeing by pour P2oweſſeand ineſtimable valour 
vou make now acceſſible, and in his pꝛoper nature, the 
place whether we could not goe and rome well at our 
eaſe. Dirquoth Marcomyr , it hath pleaſed the deuine 
bountie todoe p op this benefit thoꝛow mp meane, and 
fo; that A repute my ſelfe a man much faugured of the 
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planets to haue ſet fof within the caſtle,if you be by any 
way of paretage allied te theſe noble ladies, who haue by 
their knowledg w2ought me fo much god (being not able 
to rẽder ſuch perſonagesthe guerdõ meet to recoͤpence the 
god will they haue ſhe wed me, ſince the enchantment in 
this iſle) J giue you all the rigbt which {4 map pꝛetend in 
- conquering of Celeſtina. I thank poumoſt humblp,quoth 
the knight of the ile fo2\o great a benefit and courteſie 
which it pleaſeth you to pꝛeſent me: whereo? notwith- 
ſtanding J know neither mp ſelfe noꝛ any of mine woꝛ⸗ 
thie, foꝛ that farre aboue their knowledge did paſe your 
vertue and valiancie, as being him only who ſhould ac- 
. compliſh the aduenture of this caſtell , wherein the Fai⸗ 
ries had emploted all their ſecret philoſophie. Ncuerthe- 
leſſe let vs omit theſe cirtumſtancet to ſome fitter oppo2- 
tunitie, let vs goe to the end of the b2idge to giue ſome 
tomfoꝛt to the queene of Theſſalie who attendeth pour 
comming thether:fo2 that neither ſhe noꝛ any other who⸗ 
ſocuer, can enter within the b2idge beloꝛe pou be firſt 
come fo2th with her daughter, and then ſhall all theſe en⸗ 
chantments ceaſe,crcept the caſtle which ſhal ſtand foꝛ e⸗ 
ner firme in his koundation, foꝛ an eternal memozp of her 
who was once therein ſo long encloſed. 

O God, quoth Celeſlina alowd. is the quiene ip deare 
mother then here! Surely I ſe the heape of all my bliſſe 


by little and little come to perfection , And as ſhe ſhewed 


(ſill in her going) many ſignes of congratulation to her 
louer, the knight certified her how ten oz twelue dates 
paſt her officers arriued at the end of the bꝛidge, and ſhe 
her ſelfe the next mo2row after accompanied with many 
Barons and ladies, whereof Marcomyr was well apaid, 
hoping to ſend away Celeſtma with her mother to the 
Emperour, and to depart himſelle quickly to go to deliuet 
the king of Theſſalie. 
When the quene ſaw her daughter come ſo poinpeou- 
fly attired,ſhe was ſeiſed with lo much pleaſure and top, 
iu that 
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that her ſpirits vncapable to concetue it, ſhe felldowne in 


Atraunce betw&ne Ozalias armes who had almeft bom 
her companie thꝛough the content and caſe ſuddatnely 
{roken into his heart, ſeeing Marcowyr ſeated vpon the 
top of Foꝛtunes wheele, But as lone as Celeſtina was 


come to her, ſhe knew right well it pꝛoccded of the vehe⸗ 


mente and ſuperabundance of ſuddaine toy, therefoze 


ſhe toke her mother by tize hand, and nifting it many 
times, began to pete com vation: but ſhe ſane came 
to her ſelfe againe, ans [7 ring her daughter hard by her, 
ſhe einbꝛaced her with fo ardent a motherly ʒeale, that ſhe 
coulo not chuſe but vnſtopping the ſludgates of her eies, 


beganthus: 

Alas my deare daughter, how long a time it is that 
mize eies dꝛound in teares, doe ſeke by all meanes to ſœ 
vou: O how many times hath mp heart quailed with 
continual anguiſh, in vaine ſighed and powꝛed foꝛth com- 
plaints and tries into the aire fo2 the abſence of pou and 
of pour father, wiſhing that which J ſer may in bꝛiel bꝛing 
ſome temedie to my grieke, by the meanes of him who 
hath now dellucred pou out of pꝛiſon: Ah pittiſull miſ⸗ 
chance, when J remember J was ſo cruell and ſeuere a 
mother to por the true ſubſtaunce of mine entrals, as to 
ſuffer pou to be baniſhed and ſhut vp in pꝛiſon ſo farre 
from me. Alas, God had pꝛedeſtinated it in this man⸗ 
ner, which was cauſe, the loue of the mother noꝛ the a- 
bundance of feminine pittic, could not in any thing 
pꝛeuent the will of the fatall deſtinies, And therevnto 
was I foꝛted to tenſent, not without enduring extreame 
hcartsgriele, which J infer patiently ſince the thꝛer Fai⸗ 
ric ſiſters had vndoubtedly perſuaded me J ſhould reco⸗ 
ner yorr father againe by the meane of him who ſhould 
de liuer you from the tharmes and enchauntmients which 


they ſhould lay vpon pu. So that there reſteth nothing 


now but to ſck whether theſe magitians are here in very 


table: 


— 


let the tears trickle downeher chekes, when her mother i 


Celeftina the Faire. 


table: wherefo2e faire knight(whom God blefſe from el 
miſchance) ſteing vou haue bꝛought into ſo great gladnes 
the loule which floated among the waues of this tempe⸗ 
ſtuous ſea of aduerſity,reTozing Celeſtina into my hands, 
ſo alſo J muſt entreat peu with an affection pꝛocceding 
from a heart, which ſhall ferle it ſelfe foz euer bounden to 
vou, to doe ſo much that this ioy may be entire and perpe⸗ 
tuall, to giue me her father as he is bp the ſatall deſtiny 
appointed: tothe end we mayltue together the reſt of our 
old age in al tranquility of ſpirit, 

Che knight had great pittic on the guene,and quickly 
toke her vp bythe hand, ſaping: Madame, J pꝛay pou, 
vex not pour ſelfe any further , foꝛ 4 haue determined to 
die oz to woꝛke theſe matters ſo about, that pou ſhall 
paſſe the reſt of pour old pearcs with mo2e content then 
of the queene of Theſſalie may be imagined. Then the 
god ladie thanked him, and killing his chere verp cours 
teouſiy ſhe replied thus againe: belcue vndoubtedly my 
ſon, pou wil aſſiu edly hoid pour pꝛomiſe, ſceing our Loꝛd 
bath ſo wel acc pliſhed you in all things, that he doth not 
permit pen to ipcak anght with your n.outh but pour hart 
4s pꝛicked witha deſire r22dpto hertoꝛm tt tay vttermoſt. 

While they were vpoch ele pur poſes, allhe Barons and 
knights cf p quæœ:i did appꝛoch to lite the hand of Celeſti- 
na being the iottu leſtmẽ in the woꝛlo to ſe her ſo fair ⁊ fa 
lage, ſoꝛ y hope thep had tu be one day viider the ſiegmoꝛp 
ol lo perfect a couple ot lonets. And at the laſi de kiught of 
the iſle beſought the qucen ? arcomyr, ſaing map had 
by this time palled caũſie ou r the Bꝛidge, to ccm io. ge 
within the caſtell, to refreſh ihemleimes there, and £3 
the end they micht both koꝛget their ſozrows and pꝛines 
paſt. Which they did right gladiy with all their tratne, 
whemarucled as much as at ſome great miracie, ſæ ing y 
rich houſes o Fairies built + Wiought with aa mirable 
architenure:⁊ t᷑ i build ing did ſhew ttately z me zmüũckt, 
that part ofp il and wher it was ſcituated leemcc " lelle 

* vel. ht⸗ 
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delightfull and a place cf pleaſant recreation. By meanes 
whercof,they remained there thꝛe dates with as much 
pleaſure and lolace, as any humane ſpirit might wiſh:noz 
could they ſaciat tycmcclues with beholding the ſtrange 
things,cſpecially thoſe ofthe dongeon wherein Celeſtina 
bad bene ſo long time encloſed: wherby it chaunſed that 
Nlarcomyr finding the feat ofthis ille in ſs god and fertile 
a climat, purpoſe? to of Lark thither a colonie of people 


ent of his kit gdome of Zarſus , to inhabit it the better, 
and tothe end alſo this countrie might immoztaliſe the 
remembꝛance ol him and of Celellina, to the future ages of 
bis poſteritie. 

There were they ſerued ſumptuouſly, and with alla; 


\ bundance by the ſicgmo2 ofthe illand, but the queen could 


not glut her ſclie in beholding her daughter, and talking 
to Marcomyr,who loued her ſurely noleſſe then her ſelfe 
did: in ſuch manner that they two one day deing both to- 
gether far tn talke, he pꝛated the queene moſt louingly to 
conduc her daughter to Conſtantinople, to put her on his 
bchalfe vader the pzotecion of the Emperoꝛ, whom ſhe 
ſhould tell moꝛeouer, that ſo ſone as he could diſpatch his 
votage into Turkie, he would kiſſe his hand, and ſo acquit 
hmiſelfe of that pꝛomiſe, which he had by the mouth of o⸗ 
thers made vnto him diuerſe times. L oꝛd Marcomyr gb, 
the queene then, J will with all my heart doe that which 
you pꝛeſcribe me, vet would J ſatae know, whether pou 
meane to goc 5 Turke with a puiſſant armie, 


loꝛ as much as it the caſe ſtand ſo, J will ſend into Thel⸗ 


ſalie foꝛ as many compantes as peu will haue, and foꝛ a 
nerd will demaund aid at the Emperours hand, " who will 
ſuccour mee willingip with ſo many legions as J would 
demand, 

Madame replied Marcomyr , my mind is to take none 
other compante with me, then ſuch as J bꝛought hether, 
couſidering this buſtnes tall be bꝛought to an end, rather 
by aducnturous azad, than by any koꝛces which I may 
march 


CTAN 9 
march into the fleld: and were all thoſe of the Emperour 
vnited together, they ſhall not be able to bꝛing it ſo quick- 
lv about. Ncuertheles,ſ& here my reſolution: You muſt 
bnderſtandhow J met not long ſince at ſea with the king 
of Culacin ſon in law to the great Zurke, beating vp x 
downe the coaſt of Thꝛace, accompanied with many o- 
ther Rouers,anda great conſoꝛt of like facion,that with 
all his power he might endomage the Empire: J toke 
him by faire war,and ſent him fo2thwith faſt bound and 
manacledas an arch pyꝛat and king of Roucrs vnto the 
power of the Emperour. It perhaps J cannot by my car- 
riages and ſecret dꝛiſts pꝛeuaile in mine attempts, being 
in that countrie, J will politickly ſeke to make exchange 
of theſe two kings, vnder pꝛetert of ſome god and colou- 
rable pzacifes, In bꝛefe, J will wozke as the occurren- 
tes af time and place will gine me leaue: wherein J be- 
ſerch the diuine bountie to ſhew me the ſpeedieft and dire⸗ 


cc courſe, whereby J may quickly bꝛing to a foztunate 


end this my fo affecionat deſire, 

Crceding glad was the, Quene to heare of the er⸗ 
change of the king ofCulacin,ſo that being put in great 
comfo2t thꝛough this hope, ſhe haſtened with al diligence 
the departure of Marcomyr, thinking euery day as long 
as à thouſand peares till ſhe ſaw at libertie the king her 
huſband: the ſame thought Celeſtina alſo , who with her 
aàmoꝛous becks andſignsſhewed vnto her louer al the fa⸗ 
uour the could deuiſe, foꝛ that neuer going from her mo- 
ther, they could not giue ſuch contentment to their hearts 
as they defired in amoꝛous talke and deuiſe only: 4 moze 
pꝛiuie habitude then killing, had not as pet bene permit⸗ 
ted in their ſpoꝛt ings, noꝛ did it happen at all till the dap 
ol their mariage, when Marcomyr vndid the impolluted 
girdle of hir virginitie, which till that day ſhe had euer 
wozne vntouched, 


Y | How 


. K *˙—‚—ũſ 


N 
, 
1 | 
: 
; | 
4% 
L as 


— —— = — — 
— — — — 


— — 2 — — 
y 


— — - 


7 . 


* — 


r 


3 
.. ˙ A ˙¹-mü— daas 7; 


2 „ f 
I— —ü—— 


— 
— 


AJ, 7 


CHAP, XXIII. 


How Marcomyr and Ozalias accompanied the Queene of 
. Theſlilic and Celcitma her daughter,departing ſrom tlie 
ile of Carderie,halte a daies journey :and how aſter the 
had one taken their leaue of another, tlie Queene and her 
daughter went to the Emperors court whether they were 
molt welcome and excellently wel entertained, 


T7 86 Hequene of Theſſaly conſidering 
- } Marcomyr would neuer depart 
firſt, ſhe and her daughter Celeſti- 
na toke their leaue in god ſoꝛt of 
the loꝛd of the (and, giuing him 
manyrich pꝛeſents fo2 the great 
benefits they had receiued of him: 
* the like liberality felt he from the 
pꝛince of T arſus, who bidding him adieu as well as the 
ladies, would needs beare them companie halle a daies 
fourney . But befoze their departure the ſpirits of this 
trinitie tould not contain. but they mult poure out a great 
ſtreame ok tears, which was ſo toſſed by the wind of their 
ſighes, that the ſtoꝛme did depꝛiue their tongues of their 
office, and eſpecially that of Celeſtina. Wherewith Mar- 
comyr had his heart ſo griped,that he conld-not endure to 
ſe her in ſuch paine,but departed withont further adieu, 
and toke his way with his couſin Ozalias towards the 
ſeacoaſt of this iſle, where he had commanded his marrt- 
ners to attend him with his ſhip. All that dap did Celeſti- 
na nothing but ſigh and ſob, and faz ought her insther could 
doe, ſhe could not be merrie, but ſo well as they could, 
they continued on their wap, in the which they had euer 
where great honour done them all along as they paged; 
koꝛ they knew befoꝛe who they were, and the occaſion of 
their voiage to Conſtantinople. f 


ö By 


= 


175 — — 
7 

8 5 

2 

—_ 

= 


— 


Celeſtina the Faire. 165 


By meanes whereof the people ran out befoze them to 
ſee Celeſtina, who had remained ſo long pꝛiſoner within 
the enchanted caſtle: and euery one ſaid if the knight who 
ſet her fre were adoꝛned with ſo high valour, ſhe did not 
appeare to be indued with leſte beauty, and that it ſhould 
be a paire as rare in ali periecions,as euer nature might 
couple together in matrimonie. Then being arriued at 
the laſt neere Conſtantinople, the qucene ſent befoꝛe one 
of her knights to aduertiſe the Cinperour of their com- 
ming, who meruelling much therat, demanded the name 
of hun who had congueſted Celeftina . My loꝛd, quoth the 
knight, he is called Marcomyr, one of the moſt valiant 
and courteous knights whs tines this dap vnder the fir- 
mament, Pou ſap true, replied the Emperour, but com⸗ 
meth he now with the queene:Durely no, anſwered the 
knight, fo2 that the future deliuerance of our king bath 
conſtrained him to paſſe into great Turkie. 

Then the Emperour commanded Diocles and all his 
Varons to goe ſoꝛth to mæt the que ne and her daughter, 

which they did moſt gladly: foz vpon the famous renown 
alreadie (p2ead of her cuery where thozowout all the re⸗ 
gions ol the leuant,cuery one was enflamed with a great 
deſire to ſee he r. Amongſt the reſt would nerds venter out 
to be hold her, Amedes, who began but forecouer of his 
wounds, not withftanting he tound himſelfe much per⸗ 
piercd , becauie he thought his fathers Smbaſſazours 
ſtaied a little to long, as alſo fo2 that he heard no newes 
of his couſin Recindos. Ind it thoſe of the tourt were all 
richly arated, the Querne and all her ladies on the other 
ſide came in clothed in blacke and mour ning weed, except 
Celetlina ouc ly. who by the knights entreaty muſt enter 
into Conlantinople in ali her go2gious attire, and in 
ber hat imc uts ot moit exguiſite and coſtly luite, 
As une as Diocles had giuen firſt entettamement to 
the gu ne, he tame next towards Ceicllina, laping his 
hear vpon tye bible of her palirie, the like vid Ainedes 
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to the queen, being both aſtoniſhed at the excellencie of 
Celeſlina, when Diocles began thus: Madame it ſeme 

to me the Fairies committed a great oucrſight to empu 

ſon thus long ſo liuely and admirable a beauty as yours, 
conſidering euery gentle heart ſhould rather endeuoured 
to haue gone to deliuer the king of Zheſſalte in ſeing 
vou, then depꝛiued of your p2cſence, ſeeing you are the 
guerdon of his exploit, whereof indeed may Marcomyr 
eſtemehimſelfe foztunate, if he dcliner out of pꝛiſon the 
god pꝛince yourfather, So alſo ain J molt koꝛtunate, qd, 
Celeſtina, winning by this meane the moſt valiant and 
gentleſt knight who marcheth vpon the ſurface of this 
habitable earth, wherein were many learned Fairies 
who ſhut me vp faſt within the caſtel:fo2 that a few erpo- 
fed themſelues into perill of death, hauing once lerne me 
abzoad openly, whereas to win honour many haue p20- 
ued themſelues intheaducuture which was deſtinated to 
Marcomyr, as to him who ſurpaſſeth them all in Pꝛowes 
and braueneſſe of Chiualrie. God foꝛbid, quoth Diocles 
then, J ſhould gaineſay vou therein, ſeeing the vertues + 
graces of Marcomyr are ſuch, as well merit the felititie, 
wherewith the deuine pzouidence would make him hap⸗ 
pie now in all fulnes. And you haue iuſt reaſon to loue 
him, as indeed he loueth yon : but ſ&ing her ſo firme and 
. conſtant in her affection (albeit her beauty had almoſt 
made a wound in his heart) he wouldnot parly with her 
any longer of that matter, 

The Emperour and the Empꝛeſſe came fo2th with 
Philocriſta as farre as the pallace gate to goe meet them, 
where the Nueenc and Celeſtina her daughter alighted 
quickly from their palfries to doe themhonour and reue- 
rence,but the god pꝛinte Cleodomyrand his honourable 
wife Griana weltommed them, and entertained the mot 
courteouſly, Then they lead them along into the great 
chamber, where the Nacene began to the Emperour in 
theſe ſpeeches: moſt happy and illuſtrious pꝛince, Marco- 
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myr the choice Paragon of knights, who humblie kiNeth 
the hand of your empertall maicſtic by vs, ſendeth vou 
this damſell my daughter, pꝛaying pou to keepe her vnder 
pour pzotection, vntill he returne from Turkie with the 
king of Zheſſalie my deare ſpouſe, if God ginc him leaue 
to free him out of the hands of the Infidell: the which J 
p:ap denoutly with all my heart he bꝛietly permit him, as 
wel faz the extreame deſire J haue to ſ the king my loꝛd 
as foꝛ the great deſire J haue to come to doe pou ſeruice, 
which he hopeth in ſhozt time to compalle. 

With theſe woꝛds ſhe conſigned vp her daughter into 
his hands, whom the Emperour receiued very amiably, 
and ſhewing himſelfe moſt toifull of their arriuall, offered 
them frankely all thinges which might be neteſſarie fo2 
the content of their ſpirits. Po2coner p2aied God he 
wouldſo well direc allthe actions of Marcomyr, that be 
might quickly ſet fre the king her huſband out of his long 
captiuitie : aſſuring her, if the knight had ben willing to 
haue had foꝛces along with him in this enterpꝛiſe, he 
would haue aided him with a huge armie, Then the queen 
anſwering he would haue no other companie with him 
but that of God and ol his couũn, the Emperour began a⸗ 
gain to pꝛay in ſoꝛm like vnto this: He which maketh me 


liue in great deſire ta now him koꝛ the god ſernices J 


haue received at his hands) by his diuine power happilie 
tondua him, and aſter his exploit recondua him hether a⸗ 
gaine: then taking Celeſtina as his daughter, ſaith: To 
pou Philocriſta doe J giur the charge to guard this pꝛin⸗ 
ceſſe till the returne ot her knight. Py loꝛd and father, ad. 
the Infant, J will obey with all iny heart all your com- 


maundements, and beſide J ſhall make deare eſteeme of 


ſo god companie, nay X ſhall be paſſing glad to ſer a dam- 
ſell nere me, foz whom lo many excellent exploits haue 
ben wozthilp atchicued. 

The Empꝛeſſe toke the queene by the hand, and Phi- 


| Tocrifla Celeſtina, then they wentto ſit down together vp- 
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on the rich ſeats of tapiſtrie which were in the pꝛeſente, 
where the knights beholding theſe thꝛer ladies, thought 

there ſhould be amongſt them a ſecond mudgement ol the 
apple of beautie. And who had taken Arnedes foꝛ the gen⸗ 
tle hepheard Paris Alexandet, his deare ladie Philocriſta 
ſheuld füll ſane haue ben in poſicCion of him: becauſe 
(0112 did ſo ſway his heart, that he found her the perieaeſk 
of al, though Celeſlina excelled her in ſome gifts of fauoz ; 
lo that all the aſſiſtants concluded by q cõmon reſolution, 
they had neuer {xa a fairer lady extept the Empzeſſe whe 
the was in flower of her pong peares, And a thing moft 
true it was, P locriſta neuer attained ts the perfection ot 
her methers beautie, but ſhe had two ſiſters, named Fleri- 
da and Baſilia, which reſembled her very much, eſpectally 
Flerida, which was iudged the fairer, as you thall heare 
hereafter , The emperour intreated Celellina to tell him 
who this M arcomyr was, if ſhe could ſhew him ſo much: 
whom the pꝛincelle anlwered very modeſtly, Ik it pleaſe 
pour grate, 3 cannot giue you any thing to vnderſtand of 
him, but this, he commaundeth a kingdome and many o⸗ 
ther ſe igmoꝛꝛes of very great eſtate, and when J ſhould 
know ol hun moꝛe, vet were J to be excuſed though J did 
not diſcoucr ſo much (foꝛ it is his pleaſure to conceale it) 
till he tome himſelfe in per ſon to manikeſt his countric 
ant his pꝛogenie. 

Foz this modeft anſwer was Celeſtina greatly com- 
mended of the emperour, who iudged her to be very wiſe 
and well aduiſed, when he began to behold herdlullp her 
ackures : fo that ſpicng en her finger the ring which her 
luer gaue her to kœpt in teſtimonie ol his ſeruice,he der⸗ 
med it pꝛelentlpy to be much like that whereof the qucne 
of Tarſus made him a pꝛeſent at his departure from her. 
Thereſoze he ceulb not chuſe but deumund her in what 
placefhc had recetucred ſo rare a ting,and lo netre reſem⸗ 

ang one whichhe cut med the tau ct of his Cabinet. 
Te damlelamweruig han Marcemy t gane it her at zer 


deliterie 
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deliuerie ont of Carderie, he mach maruelled therat,fina- 
gining in his ſpirit, whether the knight might be ſonne to 
the ſame gueene of Tarſus oꝛ no, whereloꝛe from thence- 
fozward he doubled his great deſire to ſee him, hauing not 
beſide fo2gotten the god turnes he receiued at her hands 
inthe kingdome of Paſmerie: ſo that cauſing his ring to 
be bꝛought and matched with Celeſtinas,he found them ſo 
like one another and conkoꝛmable, that putting themboth 
together, vou could not diſcerne the one from the other:as 
alſo in very deed it was all one making · and ſo tunningly 
wꝛought by art Magicke, to ſerue foꝛ the true token and 
togniſance ofthe paternall ſtocke of Marcomyr, whereby 
the emperour began to thinke he might wel be his ſonne, 
calling to mind the ſecret ſpoꝛt the queene and he had to⸗ 
gether, when ſhe firſt pꝛagiſed to come by his acquain- 
tance; pet he neuer imparted ſo much to any body, but did 
daily greater honour then befoze to the guenc of Theſſa⸗ 
lie, foꝛ her daughter Celeſtinaes ſake, to whome her did 
ſhe w like lone as to Philocriſta, ſo that the Empzeſſe ſe⸗ 
ing the great cotent and pleaſure ſhe receiued, paſſed the 
greateſt part other time in great fop and ſolace with the 
quene,and Philocriſta with Celeſtine: who began to loue 
together with a ioue moze then common, In fine the em⸗ 
perour was very glad, hearing Belcarin was not in gard 
ofthe bꝛidge when Marcomyrariued there, as being alſo 
very ſoꝛie foꝛ Tiraquels miſtoꝛtune, albeit he eſtmed the 


knight courteous, that would not further aggrauate the 


ill ſueceſle oſ the pꝛince cf icene, and to ſay truth of his 
nature, he made little account to kit oꝛ wound any Knight 
after he had once bꝛought him to the ground, whereof the 
Emperour weuld ſt ill talke to his barons, commending 
him aboue the beſt in his knowledge: but let vs ſuffer him 
faire and ſoftly to take his wap towards Turkie, to ſpeak 
alittle ofthe god Recindos pzince of Caſtile, which now 
E lar gone in his queſt. * 
Ow 
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CHAP. XX1111. 


How Recindos arrmed in the iſle of Carderie, where vnder. 
ſtanding Marcom had performed the aduenture of Ce- 
lelline,herefolued ro ga meet Belcarin in Macedon : and 
how he had a combat againſt him by the falie perſuaſion 
ol the damſell who purſued the reuenge oſher brethten 


death. | 


77 Ecindos being iſſued ont ofthe tournie at 
ED "a Conſtantinople (as pou haue heard be⸗ 
8 loꝛe ) with god hope to find out Marco- 
FNKelmyr, and to doe his beſt endeuoꝛ tu bꝛing 
$\ him backe to the court, miſſed not much 
A the way that he held, fo lying one night 
by chaunce in a certaine caſtle where 
Marcomyr had lodged befoze,he was at ſupper demaun⸗ 
ded by his holt, info what part he trauelled: J ſceke (ſayd 
he a knight who won the honour al the Tour ney which 
was lately held at Conſtantinople, in the which he bare 
a white Flower in his arms. Truly (quoth the maiſter of 
the houſe)be toke his repaſt in this plate the other night, 
and is one of the moſt courte ous gentlemen that J euer 
ſaw in my life, which makes me thinke God map well 
make him finiſh the aduenture of Celeſtme, whether he 
aſſurcd me he went directly from hence, to pꝛoue himſelle 
therin, Right glad was the Spantard hearing this news, 
fo that he thought it a long time vntill it were day, that 
he might go aſter him. 
Day being come, he mounted to hozſe betimes in the 
moꝛning, with full purpoſe to make ſtay in no place be⸗ 
foꝛe he ariued in the iſle of Carderie, Eight dates he tra⸗ 


u dlled without any diſturbance, hearing in euery place 


certaine news of thts knight. He ipurd on liueiy, hoping 
either to perloꝛme the aduentare,0zelſe to meet with him 
whom 


Celefiing ne Faire. 


whom he ſeugbt:but as ſone as he was arrined in the ille, 
he vnderſtod that Celeſtwa was deliucred, Marcomyr 
had taken the rout of Turkie, and ] quei was retired 
into the caſt ell of Lipes whether his ſiſters had conduged 
him ſo ſone as he wa vanquiſhed, 

This was ſtrange newes foz Recindos :but the god 
knight Lraquel concetuedſc much ſozrow ant diſcontent 
hereby that he had almoſt died foꝛ griefe neuertheleſſe as 
ſperdily as he knew certainely of the conqueſt of Celeſti- 
na, he diſpatcht awap a ſquure to atuertiſe Belcazin therof, 


pꝛaping him of all affeaion, to ſtay hunſelle in the court 


of Pacedonie, from whence hc lirred not, bathing him⸗ 
ſclte in the floud of all Telightful pleaſures, Neuertheleſle 
theſe delights were nothing in reſpec ol thote of Alderin: 
who foz the vertucs which ſhe heard were enery where 
ſpꝛead abꝛoad ol hun (beſides her owne eies ſaw them to 
be farre greater) Ge loued him as her pꝛoper life: and it 
Mmed to her to arrive at the very top of al wozldlp bliſce, 
being to haue hun one day to hu band: cucryhower of 
which time was a the uſand peares to her befoze her de- 
ſires came to eitec , Thetefoꝛe vpon a time iter dinner, 
the be ſought him in any waies, he would return no moꝛe 
to the iſle of Catderie, guung him to vnderſtand ſecretly 
the great loue ſhee bare hun, ant how the Luke her father 
and the Tuchefie her mother were content to giue her to 
him in marriage, with their whole eſtates and ſiegnio⸗ 
ries, as bis owne true heretitarie ſucceſſion alter their 
deceale. 


Madame quoth Belcatin, 4 repute my ſelle this day the 


bꝛpꝛieſt knight whom cuer foꝛtune aduaunted to the top 
0. her uu le, lex iug w ſelfe required of that, wherein J 


would exaplop ail mp beft entivecurs to attame ſeme hap- 


p.c end, ſo 5 bt lee h you mou humbly toz that J haue long 
kace horn and bt mated pou fo the onely nul rcue of 
Kip heai t)to ſpcakt beicece puut depei ture ſomething tou⸗ 
Ong Lis uu lo the pug, that be putting to bis bel⸗ 
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ping hand, it may ſoner ſo2t effec actoꝛding to our de- 
ſires, As touching my return? tothe garding of the caſtle 
of Celeſtina, Madame pen know A cannot ſurceaſe with⸗ 
out ſomewhat impairing mine honour, ſeing J haue 
made pꝛomiſe ⁊ vowed beioze lo many, which may hereof 
repꝛoch me and impute it to my diſgrace: but J hope ſome 
mans hap wil be to accomplilh/befo2e it be long)that ads 
nenture,inguarding which if J doe my beff endeuour, it 
ſhall be that only which ſhall ſane me blameles. | 

In the meane time I pꝛap you trouvie not pour mind, 
noꝛ deſpaire not of his firme and indiſſoluble amitie who 
ſhall be pokrs loꝛ tuer. Whereof map giue vou ſufficient 
teſtimonie my comming now to this court, whether J had 
not tome ſoꝛ any thing in the woꝛld, without the eſpecial 
command which J receiued by pour letter. 

Alderine was ouercome with ioy at ſo god an anſwer, 
and as ſhe was recounting it to the Qucene Griana, arrt- 
ned Tiraquels poſt, he doing his meſſage to Belcatin, ma 
him very heauie with the newes : fo2 that he would faine 
haue then ben pꝛeſent in the guard of the bꝛidge to haue 
tride himſelle againſt this ſo redoubted a knight: albeit it 
fell out better fo2 him: fo2 although he was of all men re⸗ 
puted ſoꝛ valiant and ſkilfuli in Armes, pet his valoꝛ ne⸗ 


uer could come ſo high as to make compare with that of 


Nlarcomvyr. q- 

But the damſell that purſued to haue Belcarin ſlain, if vou 
remember in the beginning, toreuenge the death of her 
bꝛethꝛen, whom ſhe ſuppoled had ben fellontouſiy lain by 


hin, being aduertiſed of his departure from Carderie, 


followed hun hard euen into the court of 3acedon, where 
ſceing him ſo welcome tothe king, the Quene, and al the 
chiekeſt nobles, went thence in deſpaire neuer to be auen⸗ 
ged of him: thereſoze did ſhe full heauilp ſtill weeping x 
watling take her way homewards to her iriends,and the 
fourth tap alter her departure, the ound R dos nere a 
fountaine , making the moſt gricuons and lamentable 


coin- 


Celeſtina the Faire. 
complaints that any eare had euer heard. Foꝛ \uhen he 
heard that Celeſtina was gone to Conſtantinople, he pur⸗ 
puſed to paſſe thozow Maceden, where peraduenture he 
might pet findthe knight whom he ſought, Recindos then 
ſeeing this ladie wꝛing her hands and take on ſo terribly, 
demanded of her the occaſion of her mone: ſhe who had 
learned her leſſon perfectly and could play her part with⸗ 
out boke(knowing him alreadie by his loke to be pittt- 
full and ready to doe fo! her anything to del iner her out of 
this anguiſh ) told the like tale as ſhe had beloꝛe done to 11 
raquel and Serg in, wherofpou map very well remember: 
in concluſton that the knight who had traiterouſiy laine 
her bꝛethꝛen, ſoioꝛned in the king of Macedons court. Re- 
cindos then who was very deſirdus to purchaſe honour in 
cuery place, made her this anſwere : if it beſo as pou tell 
me, that the knight New your bꝛethꝛen by treafon, J pꝛo⸗ 
miſe poy vpon the faith of my knighthod to wozke pour 
reuenge acco2ding to my power, fo2 euery Gentleman 
receiuing knighthod, bindeth himſelle to luccour —— 
oppꝛeſſed by their enemies and all others that ſhal wozk 
them deſpight. 

The diuembling woman caſt her ſelf downe at his feet 
to kiſie them, (wearing and blaſpheaming many times, 
that what ſhe had ſhe wed him was moft certaine x true: 
Come then along with me, and ſhew me the knight quoth 
Recindos, and J pꝛomile pon againe to die in the fleld, oz 
to make him confefſe in pꝛeſence of all, the diſloiall ad he 
had committed: ſœing the folly of his counſellhad ſomuch 
blinded his cies as to negled the true honour of his nobi⸗ 
litte,befo2e ſoſoule a note of infamie, The ſhameles wo- 
man remounted vpon her palfric,and they roade lo many 
dates iourneies together vntill they arriued in Pacedon, 
where they came to alight right befoze the palace againſt 
Belcatins lodging, which the damſel knew ful wel: wher⸗ 
loꝛe they went pꝛeſently vp together into the great cham- 
ber, and merting the king as he came frem malte accom- 
2 * panied 


The deli table Hiſlorie cf 


panied with Belcarin , the foliſh woman turned toner 
Recindos,ſaptng: Deignto2,ſee there the knight who flew 
my bꝛethꝛen, I p2ay yon of fauour make him know be- 
fo2e the king that it was by treaſon, which he had 2 great 
while befoꝛe deniſed aguinſt them: foꝛ the god p 2:1ice ig⸗ 
noꝛant of this foule offence,reputeth him w2ong'ually one 
of the moſt courteous knights of his court, as J haue 
plainly perceiued fince I ſoioꝛned in this place, 

Then Recindos bowed himſelfe down befoꝛe the king 
Florendos witha moſt humble reuerence, and turning 
his face toward Belcatin, who was on the other {i*c,ipake 
thus to him: Sir knight this Damſell hath ſwo2zie vnto 
me that yon haue ſlain two of her bꝛethꝛen vp are at trea⸗ 
ſon, after they had in moſt courtcous manner entertai⸗ 
ned pou in their fathers houſe : if this be true yon conv 
mi ted amoſt cowardly ouerſight, which I incan tomake 
pou confeſſe by foꝛce of arms, if pou haue the ſtomack to 
enter the cloſe field with me. Belcarin was highly oſten⸗ 
ded, to haue this outrage vpbꝛaided him lo often, and al⸗ 
waies by her means who put him many times in danger 
and perill of death: whereloꝛe he anſwered, not withaut 
ſome little choller pꝛoccding fro a ſtomack feeling it ſelle 
greatly iniuried in this manner: Surely knight pou (cm 
as much ſimple ⁊ ſturdie in ſaying, if J haue the ſtomack 
and hardineſſe to enter into combat with pcn, as is the 
damſell falſe and diſloiall in accuſing me wꝛonglullp: not- 
withſtanding J hope to make pon pap deare foz this pour 
raſynes of beliefe, and like wiſe the lying and froward 
woman foꝛ her ſugred ſpeeches, whereby ſhe hath decea⸗ 
ued vou. 

In heat of theſe ſpeeches he toke his armes, to pꝛeſent 
bimſelfe fone aftcr in the combat: whichthe king would 
willingly haue hindzed,if by any means poſſible he could: 
but Recindos was ſo eager againſt Belcarin, that the king 
who could not diſſuade from his attempt, at the laſt en⸗ 


treated him thus much, S&ing yau will not falfill my 


pleas 
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pleaſure herein, at the leaſt let me know the name ol him 
who wil ſo little gratifie him that would not be vngrate⸗ 
full if occaſion did pꝛeſent it ſelle to doe pou the the like 
pleaſure, J am quoth he, a knight ot a ſtrange countrey, 
who arriued in the court of the Emperour of Conſtanti⸗ 
nople at the nuptials of the pꝛince of Hungarie, whether 
by chaunce came another knight vuknowne, bearing a 
white flower vpon his ſheild, who after he had won the 
honoz of the Tourney , departed ſecretly from the aſſem⸗ 
bly, which conftrained me to follow incontinent in his 
queſt : and fo2 that I follow the way of knights ertant, I 
beſech pou let no man wꝛong me in the battaile. 

Agure pour ſelfe thcreofquath the king, that you ſhall 
haue to doe with pour aduerſarie onely: pet it vexeth me 
to the heart, that comming from the court of the emperoz 
Cleodomyr my ſonne, vou will enter the field againſt him 


who is one of his greateſt fauoꝛits. Whe Recindos heard 


Belcarin named, on the one ũde he was ercœding glad he 
had to trie himſcife againſt fo famous and renowned a 
knight, and on the other he was meruell us ſoꝛrie, be⸗ 
cauſe his enemie wag bꝛother to Mella wuom he held 
dearer then himſelf: V that he would willingly haue ſur⸗ 
ceaſed the combat. ii he could with his honour : but in the 
end the king requeſted the duke cf Pontus and another 
very bꝛaue knight of his court to iadge between them ac⸗ 
co2ding to their tonſciente and without any exception of 
per ſons. Then the knights appearing within the liſtes, 
ſet vponthe one fide of the pallace, when the ſigne was 
giuen, they ran with ſuch a tempeſt one at anether, that 
their lances lying in perces, they fell both downe to the 
ground: neuertheles both of them being quick and nim⸗ 
ble, they were with a trice vpagame: So they began to 
firike at one another without all pittie, and deſiring both 
to be victo2s,thcp burſe and beat aſunder their armeur on 
their backes as in open war at all 2efiance : ſo that they 
were both wounded in dingrs parts of their bodies. 

Z iu There⸗ 
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ling to ſce them lo obll inate in their fight, laid they neuer 
ſaw ſo much magnanimity in any two knights befoze ; 


wherevpon the king ſuppoſes that Belcarms aduerſarie 


was the very ſame who had denuered Celeſtina out ol the 
enchanted ille: ſoꝛ reputing his nephew a moſt bꝛaue and 
hardie man at armes, he law him then in great danger of 
his perlen. The two knights tired and almoſl done, with⸗ 
dew themſeluesto bꝛeath a little, which was not long 
beloꝛe Recindos renueo the aſſault, ſaping it Ses a mot⸗ 
kerie to bꝛtath ſo long befoꝛe a king, but the battell be⸗ 
ing begun againe, byreaſon of the abundance oi blod 
Which iſſued from them in euery ones ſight. they could not 
ſtrike ſuch kell ſtrokes as they did at the fürſt: By reaſon 


whereof king Florends perteiuing Belcarin wared fre- 


ble, and that if they ſhould be let alone to decide this con⸗ 
trouerſie, they would die both in the place, de ſiring rather 
the life then the death of the one oꝛ the other, he caſt his 
rod of peace vetwerne them: and going from the window, 
thoꝛow which be beheid them combatting, he deſcended 
downe vnts them, requeſting of all affectionate loue, 
they would ceaſe this crieit battell: Sir quoth Recindos, 
that cannot by any means be, vnlcfie the Damſell would 
pardon him firſt the iniur ie ſhe had receined at his hands. 
will my ſelle goe ſpeake to her quoth the king, in mean 
time doe not foiſe pour ſelues any moꝛe in this quarrell, 
conſidering you haue both luſfitiently chewed pour man⸗ 
bed and haughtie Chiualrie. Then he went ſtrait to the 
damſeiſ who was the ioilulleſt in her heart that might be, 
ling her enemie Belcarin in ſuch an ill taking, foꝛ of a 
troth was neuer knight bꝛought into fo low an extremi⸗ 
tic) and began thus to tempt her: Faire gentle woman J 
pꝛap pon; let me entreat pen not to cauſe the death of two 
fo vallant champions as thofe arc, and J beſxch peu par- 
don Be.can(ts2 my lake) if he hath in ought oflended you, 


ſoꝛ 3 hope he thail make pou ſuch a ments, and doc that 


pennante 
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pennance which vou ſhall pleaſe to put him vnto: and foz 
my part J pꝛomiſe to chew vou ſuch courteſie, as you ſhal 
one day haue occaſion tothanke nic fo: that it was mp 
hap to moue pon therein. 

To that will J neuer conſent while J liue ( qd. the damſel) 
fo2 J had rather {> Belcarm die pꝛeſently befoꝛe my eyes, 
then to haue the monarchie oftheth2c& parts ofthe woꝛld 
vnder my power, conſidering the haindus and deteſtable 
treaſon whereby he hath lo villanzuſly abuſed my father, 
and all his poſteritie: andlefſe will J euer abſolne my 
knight of the pꝛomiſe which he hath made me. The king 
entreated her once mo2e with great inſtancie, and ſo did 
likewiſe all thoſe who did accompanie him: nenertheles 
it was all in vaine, foꝛ ſhe was ſo fircd in her moſt deadly 
grudge that ſhe toke no pleaſure in any thing, but in ex⸗ 
aggerating the hatnonſneſle of the caſe, 

When the qucene (whofelt her ſelfe ina great agonie 
thꝛough the perill wherein ſhe ſaw Belcarin was) vnder⸗ 
ſtodthe refufall of this damſell vpon the truce and acco2d 
ofthe twoknights,ſhe herſcife went to ſpeake to her with 
the duches of Pontus, and the p2inceſſe Alderine her 
daughter, entreating altogether that ſhe would acquite 
Recindos of his pꝛomiſe, and the queene would retain her 
foꝛ one of the ladies of honour ofher houſe. But all thoſe 
entreatings auailed no moꝛe then thoſe of the king, fo 
motic that inexoꝛable damſell to pittie, Whom when the 
gncene {aw her ſo full ot mutinie and crue ltie, ſhe ſwoꝛe in 
great anger, vnlede ſhe would pardon quickely both the 
knights,ſhe would make her die a ſhamectull death, foz 
there was a murmuring beloꝛe, that the accuſation layd 
againſt Belcarin, was faiſe and malicicus. The Damſell 
hearing the quẽ ne ſpeake in ſo great a rage, was greatly 
atteard, and had alſo ſome compaſtion on the tears which 
he law ſtream inteſſantly downe faire Alderins cheks, 
lo that alighting from her palfrey, ſhe pꝛoſtrated her ſelfe 
at the guns let, crauing pardon foz the great errou —— 

| Hence 


offence ſhe had committed againſt her mateſtte by ingra⸗ 
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titude,reſuſing her a thing which wes in her power to do, 
ant that ſhe did with all her heart pardon the one, and ac⸗ 
quit the other of the knights. | 
Then the gueene cmbzaccd her in token or thanks, and 
taung comm:untement to be giuen Recindos thould 
pꝛocted no further inthe battcll,toke her along with her 
ladies into the palace : the kiug taking the two knights 
in etthcr ot his hands one, bzought them into the great 
chamber, where he cauicd them tobeTiſarmed, and bee- 
ing laid ip tworich beds. which he commaunded to be 
made pꝛeſently ready foꝛ them, he cauſed his learned phi⸗ 
ſitions and chirurgiens to la ke Tiligently vato the hea⸗ 


ling of their wounds, which were in no mall number: 


TUhileft they were in ture, he viſited them both lo conti⸗ 
nuallp, that they were actoꝛded and recenciled together; 
like wiſe the guerne and the duchelle of Pontus ano Alde- 
rinc her daughter, came cuery dap to paſſe the time away 
telling many merrie tales and pleaſant diſtourſes one to 
another, to releaſe and aſſua ge tc ir minds of that fople 
they had lo vnmercitully token ene of another in their 
combat, wherein hauing both made trial of ont anuthers 
pꝛowelle and ſtrength they mur h eſt a med and commen⸗ 
ded ech other. The queene who retamed with her the 
dainſell, married her alter warts honourablp, and Belca- 
rin ſs lone as he retouered fating, made her confelle be⸗ 
foꝛe the king the queene, Recind s, and diuers others, bow 
he had alwaics accuied him falup, betauie the lanie night 
he lodged in her fathers houſe, he ncuci why u knew at 


all any bzethzen ſhe had. 


How 
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CHAP. XXV. 


How after Marcomyr & Ozalias had embarked thiemſelues 
to ſaile into Turkie, they atriued in a hauen very neet the 
caſtell of Albaſe where the king of Theſlalie was priſo- 
ner, and how Marcomyr purpoled to be at the tourney 
which was held tor a daughter of the captain thereof, and 
the {cque], 


Y Arcomyr hauing left the quæne of 
Theſſalie and Celeſtina her daugh⸗ 
9 ter. trauelled hard till he came to 


the hauen where his pilots ſtaied 
2 fo2 him wirn his ſhip, thinking vp- 
on nothing (till but the great beau⸗ 
(© e ot bis ladie, and how he might 

. & deliuer the king her father, to giue 
ſome relraſe to his ardent and paſſionate deſires, It hap- 
pened as his marriners arriued in the lame place where 
he appointed thein to caſt anker, they found vpon the ſand 
a Turkiſh ſeaman very grie noullp ſicke, where he was 
caſt out of ſome Chꝛiſt tan ſhip, which had paſt that way 
the day befoze : Thoſe of Tarſus knowing him to bee a 
Moꝛe, twke him vp, and incontinently carried him into 
their ſhip , to the end to recouer him vnto his fozmer 
health, who by that time the pꝛince came aba2d tothem, 


feit himſelle ſtrong inough to endure labour atſea, By 


meant wherof, vnderſtanding Marcomyr would put o⸗ 
uer into Turkie, beſcught moll humbly to doe him the fa- 
uour to ſuſter hun to go along with them in his ſhip the⸗ 


ther, ⁊ fo2 ctiuitall ot iuch a benefit he would whe he was 


oucr, ccutuct hint cuery where thozow al parts, whether 
it culo plc ale im: {02 he did perfectly know arutter of 
all the crerkes and turnings which way they were toſatl, 
and knew mozeouer all the ſeacoalt of Turkie. 
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The knight was very glad of this god hap, accepted 
of him foꝛ the maſter of the ſhip ; and not concluding any 
thing toward what coaſt they ſhould firſt ſet ſaile, at the 
{aft aduiſed to thꝛuſt into the neercſt hauen to the cittie of 
Tubanta : wherefoꝛe hedemanded the Turke, if there 
were any poꝛt there abouts, which was a god and ſafe 
harboꝛ. S ir quoth he, J will carrie pou if pou will into a 
creeke of y ſea very ſecret, where very ſeldome come any 
great veſſels ; fo2 that on the ſhoꝛe there is none other 
then that of my father, who fiſheth there abouts : x this 
creeke licth within one daies tourney of Tubanta, and 
within another of the caſtel of Albaſe,in which the great 
Turke holdeth at this pꝛeſent the king of T hellaly pꝛiſo⸗ 
ner, and al his treaſur,vnder the guard ol a hardy knight 
who is captaine thereof, And well can J aure pon ir 
knight, there is nat any handfull of earth in all that coun⸗ 
try which J know not as well by night as by day as wel 
as the coaſts of the hauen, whereof J ſpeake vnto pou 
now: Where pou map remaine in ſafetie, and doe what- 
ſoeuer pou ſhall pleaſe, no man to ſay you nay in any 
thing, fo2 the benefit which J now receiue at your 
hands. 

Marcomyr was [till moꝛe toiful,ſceing ſo god a begin⸗ 
ning laid befoꝛe hand foz the execution of the matter her 
went about, therefo2c he pꝛaied his Turke that he would 
make a ſhot cut of it. All his equippage was ſone in a 
readineile, and as god luck ſerued, hoiſing vp his ſaile⸗ 
yards, a pꝛoſperous and fauoꝛable gale blew them ſo far, 
that in ke w daies they came toſurge in the coaſt of Tu⸗ 
banta, aud after ward to caſt anckers in the ſame pozf, 


There went the Turkiſh mariner a ſhoꝛe to giue oꝛder to 


2epare a chamber fo2 the knight, and finding not his fa- 
ther at home, adnertiſed his mother and two ponger bꝛe⸗ 


thꝛen he had, who ſhewed themſelues very glad ot his re⸗ 


turnie: but far gladder was Marcomyr, ſeeing himſelfe in 
ſo ſetret and remote a place,: noꝛeouer nere the caſtell of 
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Albaſe, wherein was captiue the king ol Thellaly whom 


he ſought, 

Orican was the Turkiſh mariners name, whohaning 
told his mother of the great fauour that the knight whom 
he conTuced had done him, returned abwꝛd pꝛeſently, 


pꝛaping Marcomyrto come a ſhoze to refreſh himſelle a 


little in their houſe, which he willingly did, being wearie 
and annoied with the peſtred aire of the ſhip:after that he 
had equipped himſelfe with his rich blacke armoꝛ which 
the Fairies left him in the caſtell of Carderie, and with 
the (wozd which had fozce to enchant and caſt in ſlepe 
whomloeuer he would, by vnſheathing it: It was a large 


one, and ſhozt like a cemitoꝛie, but grauen very artifict- 


ally and guilded, garniſhed beſide with th2e ſoꝛts of ada- 
mant, whereof the ſheath was made of the one, the hilts 
and the pommell of another, and the handell ofamoſt rare 
and pꝛetious Calamite that might be found, the blade of 
meſt pure and fine ſtœle, and the beſt temper that was e⸗ 
uer giuen to a ſwoꝛd: in bꝛiefe it was iudged the rareſt 
pece of wozke that euer was ſern in that kind. 

Oricans mother receiued Marcomyr and Ozalias with 
the greateſt entertainement and welcome ſhe could de- 
uiſe, and in the euening came home the old fiſherman who 
was very glad to ſe his ſonne whom he accounted foꝛloſt 
and foꝛloꝛne: not withſtanding he was much abaſhed to 
ſe what companie he had gotten and made to come a- 
ſhoze, to entertaine them aſter marriners manner 
in ſo poꝛe a houſe as his, And as he began to aſke of 
his wiſe whence pꝛocerded this god foꝛtune, Marcomyr 
demanded of him from what part he came, whervnto the 
god man anſweredhim very courtcouſly : from a cittie 
fir, not far diſtant, whether J went this moi ing to lell 
ſome ſiſh, which J made away quickly, becauſe there is 
aſſembled a great number of knights to be pꝛeſent at the 
mariage ot the daughter of the loꝛd thereof, whom hee 
maricth to the ſonne of the captaine of Albaſe: a he 
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grome and a ſiſter of his which he bzought with hun who 
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J ſtaid ſomewhat the longer, tothe end to ſee the bꝛide⸗ 


is eſtæmed the moſt beautifull and the f neſt peng Dam⸗ 
fell of all the round world. Che which is of very many 
great loꝛds demanded in mariage, but the will not accept 
of any, ſaping that ſhe wil neuer marie with any but with 
him, who ſhaildeſerue her by his Pꝛoweſſe and dexterity 
of armes: ſo that many bzaue and valiant knights are 
tome to ſe her fo2 this intent, and haue oꝛdained vpon the 
third day ol the keaſt, a triumph loꝛ the lone of her, who in 
the mean ſpace goeth ſo pompouſiy attired that he d2aw 
eth into great admiration all thoſe who loke vpon her: x 
I tell vou ſir, there is ſuch a concourſe of people, that it 
ſcemeth tobe the court of the great turke with his baſſoes 
and Jamſfaries, 

Marcomyr who liſtened to him moſt attentiuely,remat- 
ned ſome little while penſiue, and afterward bethought 
himſelfe, if he might but once by his ſubtil deuiſes enamoz 
this Damſell, — * cafily at his pleaſure enter into 
the caſtell of Alba he ſhould haue better meane 
toſet abꝛoch his ſtat e the deliuerante ofthe king 
of Thellalie, foꝛ this cauſt he purpoſed to bee at the Tri⸗ 
u:nph, and in going to his bed, he imparted all this af- 
faire to Ozalias, who commended and liked highly his po⸗ 
litick inuention. 

The moꝛrow moꝛning Marcomyr made the fiſherman 
know he would be one at the triumph, by reaſon whereof 
he beſtowed lomething on him in git, p2aying him to 
haue in ſpectall regard his ſhip and mariners: then de- 
parted accoinpanted with Ozalias and Orican, who was 
his guide and did him much ferutce in his pꝛaciſes about 
this buſines. They were not far gone befoze they met by 
the wap one of Leiſidaes pages (ſo was the Damſcls 

name who was daughter to the lieutenant of Albaſe, fo; 
whom they ſhould Jouſt) who was (ent ſrom his miſtres 
to goe ſe a ſiſter of hers maried there nerre at hand, lying 


then 


— 
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then inchildbed, Marcomyr comming towards him, gaue 
him a courteous and affable ſalntation, t demanded of him 
if the trit:nph were held the next day following. Yea ve⸗ 
rilp quoth the pong youth, at leaſt they haue all ſo agreed, 
and if you come thether you ſhal find many hardy knights 
within the paliſavoe ; but I belcue the partakers of R. 
polo(fois the name ot the baidegrome / wil tary awap the 
honoꝛ of the tourney, becauſe maiip hardie and valiant 
champions are come to this feaſt fo: the loue of Lefida his 

er my miſtreſte, and tothe end to find better meane to 


pꝛeſent him their ſeruice, would take his bzothers part 


being one of the chieſeſt in the triumph. 

Then the pꝛince recalling in mind theperfections of 
his Cele(tina,bzeathed fozth a dæpe fetcht ſigh, and on the 
other ſide was maruclons glad to haue met with the meſ⸗ 
ſenger of this damſell: wherefoze by this meane to win 
his acquaintãce, he pꝛoceeded thus with him. Gentleman 
J map de me the excellent grates of vour miſtreſſe to bee 
ſo amiable, that in an inſtant they will captiue and en⸗ 
trap thoſe who doe heholdit, but I can well aſſure pou, 
there is ane readie with his entire will and moſt ſincere 
affe dion toſcrue her, who neuer pet appeared befozcher 
face: which J ſpeake fo2 my ſelke, who abandoning the 
place of my nat iuitie, haue trauer ſed ( with almoſt inſup⸗ 
poꝛtable trauell / many and diuers countries, to come he⸗ 
ther to make her vnderſtand the ertreame devotion J 
haue to be her perpetuall and faithfull leruant. Where- 
vnto only the rena wne of her excellent beautie, which J 
thinke hath pierted thozow the whole circuit ofthe earth, 
hath induced me. And ſer ing my god hap is ſo fano2able 


at this pꝛeſent as to intet pou ſo fitly, albeit you know mee 


not pet, and that J haue towards you merited nothing, J 


would neuertheleſſe of fauoz entreat one thing of pou, 


which you ſhould doe fo2 me: by the cffea whereof beſide 
pou ſhall purchaſe notable reputation of courteſie and 
gentlenes , which all noble boꝛne of pour age ought to 
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haue in ſingular recommendation, X hope to make you 
now it is no tnaratefull perſon whom you ſhall gratifie 
with ſuch a pleaſure, and that pou fheuld not repent to 


make me pour debter in a far greater god turne. That 


would peu haue me to doe, quoth the vong man? Foz as 
much as you ſœme to me vertuous and a man at arms (if 
it be to me a thing poſſible and honozable) I will doe my 
beſt indeuoꝛ willingly, 

Thanks fo2 pour god will replied Marcomyr, & know 


that J would obtaine of peu nothing elſe, but if it would 


picaſe pou to tell pour miſtreſſe, a ſtrange knight who 
comincth into this country but to ſe her graces and ver- 
tues, commendeth himſelfe moſt humby to her god grace, 
and pꝛaieth her, with a moſt in ward affectionate loue that 
the would accept him fo2 her knigh in the tourney: with 
intention to ſhew himſelfe ſecond to-ngar in exploit of 
armes, hauing no readier meane to manifeſt vnto her the 
inſuffe table paſſion ot his heart: and to the end ſher may 
know me, I ſhall not be of her bꝛothers ſide, but againſt 
thoſe who take his part, hoping to make them ſoꝛſake the 
field one alter another, by means of the fozce and hardi⸗ 
nelle that her liuely beautie ſhall giue me, if he grant me 
ſo much fauoꝛ: Whereby J ſhall repute my ſelfe the moſt 
foztunate knight into whom the plancts haue ener infu- 
ſed thetr celeftiall influences, 

The page ſœing Marcomyr beautifull, andrichly ar- 
med, deemed that he muſt nerds be ſome great perſonage, 
lherefo2ehe framed this anſwer thus to him modeſtly: 
Sir, Jſhouldnot dare to enterpꝛiſe this ſoꝛ any man li- 
ung, without ſome acquaintance befoze,o2 knowing that 
he had ſome familiaritie with my milſtrefſe ; neuerthe⸗ 
leſle, eſterming it a thing of ſmall conſcquence,and that 
you deſerue moze fauoꝛ at mp hands then this, J will wil- 


l inglip carrie her this meſſage, foꝛ pour ſake whoentreat 


me with ſuch inſtance. Marcomyr thanked him againe , 
and to make him moze beholding to him, that he might 
beare 
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beare well in mind this buſineſe, cauſed his Squiers fo 
giue him ſomething koꝛ a pꝛeſent, which well contented 
the meſſenger: and deuiſing together of many other mat- 
ters, they came at laſt to Prilla(ſo was the cittie of the fas 
ther of the bꝛidegrome called.) They found there, all a 
large plaine couered quite ouer with pauillions: where 
Mucomyr choſe out fo2 himſelfe a place which liked 
him beſt, commaunding to erect there a rich and faire 
tent, 

In the meane time the young man foke honeſtly his 
leaue, and entred full glad into the citie, where was heard 
of euery ſide great triumph and magnificence, foꝛ that 
was the firſt day ofthe mariage. Leifida had no ſoner ſpied 
him, but ſhe aſked what newes from her ſiſter ; TUlhere- 
vnto he anſwered, that he left her making god cheare, 
and pꝛaping him to pꝛeſent her humble commendations 
to all thoſe whom ſhe knelo would be glad to receiue the, 
When he ſaw her withdzaw her ſelfe late inthe euening 
into her chiber (knowing the oz neuer was the fiteſt time 
todeliuer his other meſlage ) he followed her at an inch foz 
the ſane purpoſe, taking her aſide alitle frd hir damſels, 
asthough he would haue imparted ſome ſecret to her fro 
hir uſter, he made the whole diſcourſe vnts her as Marco- 
myr had infoꝛmed him. J cannot bethink me qd. ſhe then, 
who may this knight be who hath ben ſo hardy as toſend 
me theſe pꝛeſumptuous meſſages , being he ſaith he is a 
ftranger,x that he hathfo2 my loue abandoned his coatry, 
Inſothnoz J,qv.9yong ma, ol this can I welenſure you, 
be heweth himſelfdeſcended ol great paretage,t is one of 
the moſt beautiful x faireſt perſonages that J euer ſaw in 
mpylife , As foꝛ his courteſie and liberality, behold here 
(in chewing her the earneſt of their deathes, albeit nei⸗ 
ther of them thought thereof) what iargeſſe he hath vſed, 
caufing to be deliuered me by his Squiers theſe rich pꝛe⸗ 
ſents which he hathgiuenme, _ 

Trulp A wonder much replied the Damlell, "ou = 
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knight commeth from ſofar a countrie to ſee me, well 
might J be reputed very tngratefull (wholoeuer he be) if 
J did not thinke well of his ſo great trauell . Therefoꝛe 
faile not to ſhew me him to moꝛrow, ſo ſone as hee ſhall 
enter within the liſts, to the end J may marke well his 
doings. 

Moſt willingly will J dor pour commaund, anſwered 
then the pong man, and J can better then any other ſa- 
tiſſie peu, foꝛ I know him very well by the rich armes 
which he beareth, and by a godly cour ler vpon which pe⸗ 
ſterday he was mounted. So did the page begin the train 
which came to end in the damſels b2aine, who after that 
the had ſet it on fire her lelfe ) felt ſuch a burning all that 
night, that ſhe could not ſlerpe any winke: thinking and 
imagining ſtill who might this knight be that came ſo 
far from a ſtrange countrie to ſe her. 


CHAP. XXVI, 


How Marcomyr commeth to the tourney which was held 
tor Leifida, wherein he vanquiſhed all that appeared a= 
gaiſt him, winiung hir loue thereby: and how they ſpake 
together by the deuiſe of their metlenger, who was cauſe 
that N Larcomyrand Ozalias entred ealily into the caſtell 
of Albaſe. 


Die e being come which was 
the triumph dap, Leiſida attired her 
. * ſclfe moſt ſumptuouſ y, as wel with 
28 D rich habiliments, as with all other 
ber p2ecious oꝛnaments: and alter 


J ſpo2 ting ſhould begin, the wet with 
the bꝛide, and with many other la 
dies and eels vpon the fcaſſoles , and into the 


Pauilions which they had pitched foz them in the ptaine, 


Dye 
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Then aſſembled the knights together which were fo? 
both parties, about two thouſand, all men of cheiſe , and 
very bꝛaue champions, and being entred within the bars, 
tucry one began to ſhe w his pzoweſie and dexteritie: but 
becauſe the number of valerous champions was far grea- 
ter on the bꝛibegromes part then on the contrarie ſide, 
| they ketcht about the aduerſaries ſo well, that they had 
| boꝛne awap the pꝛice ofthe battel, ff Marcomyrand Oza- 
| lias had not come into the bickering : who knowing this 
| kind cf{kirmiſh a little better then thoſe of that Region, 
| made themſclues known what maner of men they were 
| hy the trial that they made ol them, eſpecially Marcomyr, 
| who emploicd himſclfe in ſuch maruellcusdeats ofarms, 
tat beſoꝛe the page ſayd any thing, Leiſida knew him by 
his incoinparable exploits, whereof ſhe and all the lo⸗ 
kers on, were in agreat wonder ; becauſe if hee ſhocked 
fiercclp,pethe knew better to manage and voltidge his 
ho2ſe, ſo weil that there was no knight who durſt ſtand 
befoze him, ſo that at laſt being (ho2owlp heated, as a ty- 
ger following his pꝛey, he chaſed all his enemies to the 
retreit. Then ſœing the tourney ended to his honour, her 
returned into his tent with Ozalias, who had behaued | 
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himſelſe alſo fo2 his part very valiantly, but they did not 
diſarm themſc lues till night, miſtruſting leaſt they would 
lecke to lay ſome ambuſcado foꝛ them: as happeneth of- 
tentimes in ſuch ſpoꝛts and paſtinics, when the vanqui⸗ 
ſhed being pꝛouoked with malice and enuie, conſpire to 
lay rods in pille againſt the vanguiſhers. 

When Rpolo perteiued his people were put to ſoile 
and vanquiſhed, he was verp angrie in his Comacke be⸗ 
cauſe he toucdaffectionatly Lerfida his ſiſter, and Toubted 
leaſt ſhe would unpute the fault to pzoceed from him: not- 
withſtanding ſhe had not her heart vponany other thing 
but on the knight to whom the honoꝛ of this vicozic was 
{ruly due, commending him to the heauens fo2 his admi⸗ 
rabic add2cſic and magnanimitie. 22 
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Fains would ſhe haue vnderſfod the whole pꝛoceſſe of 
his hiſto2ie, and knowing no better mean, toke to her a⸗ 
ſive her Embaſſadoꝛ of the day beloꝛe, whom the ſetteth 
thus awoꝛke: vnſpeakeable ſeemeth to me the generouſ⸗ 
nes of this ſtrange gentleman , who knew full well how 
to put in effec the refolution, whereof he (ent me wo 


, peſternight by pou, ſoꝛ which you muſt nerdes goe thanke 


him rom me, and allo foꝛ the great trauel and pain which 


be hath ſuſtained, to come fo2 myſake thus far: moꝛeouer 
as he hath in ample ſoꝛt ſhe wed me his foꝛce and pꝛoweſle 
in armes, tell him that J deſire no leffe to fx his perſon 
being diſarmed \Wherein to ſatiſfie me, (if he will be 
this cuening at the banket with mp bꝛother who is new- 
ly cfpouſed)he ſhall doe me this pleafure which J witnot 
faile to account in the number ofthe kinde ſt which J map 
recciugfrom him. 5 
e vong man went to diſpatch this meſſage. In the 
meane time while they did coner in the great chamber, al 
their talke was of nothing elſe but of the great pꝛoweſle 
of the knight who had won the Tour ney, and that which 
dꝛew the people into moꝛe ad miration was that no bodte 
knew him, not Ripolo himſelfe, who would very faine 
haue knowne the certaintie what he might be, but none 
could giue him any certaine newes. At the laſt Lerfidaes 
page being come to Marcomyrs tent, delinercd him his 
meſſage in wiſe manner, whereof the knight was merue- 
lous well apaid, and returned him this anſwer, Gentle⸗ 
man, J pꝛap poutertiſie pour miſtreſſe from me, that J 
would not foʒ any thing diſobey her tommnaundement, be- 
cauſe no other thing in the woꝛld foꝛced me to come ſo far 
from mine owne countrie, but an extreame deſire J had 
to pꝛeſent vnto her my humble ſeruice, reputing my ſelfe 
molt happie i ſhe will but employ me in any thing which 
map be pleaſurable vnto her. To goe ſup with the Bꝛide⸗ 
grome, it ſœmeth to me a thing a little repugnant to the 
[mall acquaintaunce which J haue as pet with him, and 
with 
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with thoſe of his couipante : neuertheles I thinnc verily 
tobe there ſone after ſupper, to the end mine eies may 
take their full repaſt at the obiea of the ce leſtiall vilage 
and tomelp grace of pour miltrefle, beſœching pou in all 
deare affection , that you doe not make knowne to any 
who Jam. Andifperadueuture J map ſpeake a little in 
ſecret with her, J ſhall tell her thinges which ſhall make 
her liue in ioiſull content all the reſt of her life. Wherein 
if pon will be a third agent, loiall, and fauoꝛable, tobe a 
meane ot her god and pour owne, J will return pou ſuch 
retompence that peu ſhall call a hundzed and a hundzed 
times happy the hower, wherein th2ough appointment 
of the deſtinies you met me by the way: loꝛ albeit you (& 
me now alone, and in this ſanple cquippage of a knight 
errant, I poſſeiſe neuertheles great wealth, rich pꝛouin⸗ 
ces, and great late. Su, anſwered the meſſenger, J will 
emplop willingly mp per ſon, to doe pou all the ſeruice J 


map deuile in things which ſhal not empaire mine honoz, ' 


noꝛ that of mp miſtreſſe: and J will take beſide very god 
oꝛder that you ſhall not be knowne of any but ot hir who 
deſreth extreamely to come to that point. Then Marco- 
myr diſarmed himſelfe, and caſt a Turkiſh gowne about 
him, carping vnder it his ſwoꝛd only, + came along with 
the pong man into the great chamber wher the feaſt was 
kept: there ſtanding ina toꝛner, where he might ſe and 
be ſcene of Leiſida, began to eie her with none other then 
à demure, ſmiling, and fained loke, to the end thereby to 
wozke a cautelous meane to delmer thence ere long the 
king of Theſſalie. 

And whillt he plated his counterfeit pageant very cir⸗ 
tumſpealp, the page went vnto Leiſida his miſtrefle, tel⸗ 


ng her ſoltly in her eare: Se ponder madam the knight 


vanquiſher ot the Tourney, who pꝛaieth vou in all deare 
laue, pon will not diſclole him to any of this countrie, 
whether he direued his voiage, onely to le if pour beauty 


and excellent graces did ſecond peur reno wne Which re- 
2b ſounded 
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ſounded into his eares, euen into his owne countries, ha⸗ 
ping if it be ſo, foꝛ he hath alreadie opened tome the molt 
ſecret gate of his heart) ſo to employ himſelfe in matters 
of all difficultie ta come by vour acquaintance , that vou 
ſhallhaue none other cccaſien but to loue him, at the leaſt 
to thinke your ſelfe much beholding to him foꝛ the trauell 

— | pou yourſelfe ſh all ſee him take foꝛ the ſame effect , The 

ſt that her told mee, J will recount it vou at leaſure 
0 place that may ſcme fit to make vnto you lo long a 

ourle, 

The Damſell who was ſage and well adniſed, left off 
at that time to conferre any longer with her new ſecreta- 
ry, fearing leaſt the aſſiſtants might muiſdeeme the loue 
which had alreadie tw lightly ouercome her: but being 
not able todiſſemble it long time, the caſt her eies vppon 
Marcomyr , who tmagined ill his plot how he might 
bꝛing his matter about. And ſhe percetuing him ſo pen⸗ 
ſiue, interpꝛeted this Saturnine ſtilnes to her god, thin⸗ 
king it pzoceeded ſrom the rauichment that her beauty £ 
graces might haue dꝛiuen him into, accoꝛding to the news 

which her meſſenger had bzought her befoꝛe.Ouer and a⸗ 
bous, iudg ing in him moꝛe comelineſſe, ſoꝛme and ſwert⸗ 
nelle ol phiſiognomie, then in any other whom ſhe knew, 
ſhe was ſo enamoured in the very place with his entt⸗ 
ung loke,that fo2 the quenching of this lame, ſhe deſired 
thenno areater thing, then to ſpeake vnto him to know 
who he was. 

Marcomyr neuer departed from the place, till euery 
bedie almoſt was retired, and his long tarymg there lar 
med not to be in vaine, aſſuring himſelfe it would returne 
ſome fruit vnto him, foz he tonceiued alreadie in his vn⸗ 
derſtanding by the amiable and often epings ofthe dam⸗ 
ſel, that ze ſhould obtaine ol her thegreateit point of his 

| defire, the which he mult needs conunnnicate to Ozaliar, 

who neuer boudged from him. 

In fine, when ſhe ſaw th em depat t, aſter ward ſhe en⸗ 


tered 


| 


— 


on Of ww vw er TT 


Gt ED TS 


Coleflina the Faire. 


tered by and by into her chamber, who calling aſide to her 
the meſſenger of her loue, ſhe began thus: Ah page, moſt 


true are the woꝛds thou didit tell me of the knights beau- 


tie, whoſe comely geſture and ſcemely grauitie (ik J de⸗ 


ceiue not my ſelle to much) with his pꝛowes and valoꝛ in 
armes, make me derme him the flawer of the beſt accom⸗ 


pliſhed gentlemen that J euer yet beheld: Padame, ſaid 
the poung counſelloꝛ, if vou will ſer many perfecions in⸗ 
fuſed into one bodie, J beſ&ch pon ſpeake vnto him as ſon 
as vou map, and let not ſlip out of pour hands the happie 
and ineſtimable god which the deffintes haue ſent pou hi⸗ 
ther katally: wherein his eloquent and fluent tongue 
ſhall witnes ſufficiently the reſt of his vertues, whereof 
vou ſhall find vour felfe ſo well latiſſied, as he may not re⸗ 
quire that thing at your hand, which vou can well denie 
him. How can I ſpeake vnto him, quoth Leiſida thẽ, with⸗ 
out incurring blame, and wꝛong ing mine hono2 which J 


haue hitherto car efullp pꝛeſerued, if it be not by pour 


meane in ſome ſecret place, whether he may be bꝛought, 
to take away all ſuſpition from people, who are now as 
dales ſo pꝛompt and readie to make the verp innocents 
examples of their mallice? I will tell yon quoth the pong 
man: pou remem er that my loꝛd pour father pꝛaied pou 
the other day to returne to him as ſpeedily as pou might 
poſſiblie: that will ſerue you in (ed of a god occaſion to 


take pour honeſt leaue of this companie, and if pou will 


depart to moꝛrob in the late ef the day, pon ſhall goe to 
bed to my mothers houſe , whether J will goe befoze pon 
with the knights, to entreat her tolay:they be her twone⸗ 
phews who come thether oftentimes to viſit her. So may 


pou at pour diſcretion deuiſe and parlytogether. You ſay 


well replied Leiſida, neuertheles pou muſt loke peu be ves 
ry diſerqt herein, le aſt our deniſe be diſcouered. 


T bis plot being taken and concluded vpon foꝛ god, the 
pong man went the moꝛrow moꝛning to be with Marce- 


myr at his vpriſing, and hauing mate himaglad ma with 


Bb ity this. 
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this newes they mounted incont inent on hozſebacke to 
get betimes to his mothers houſe, being ſeated ina verie 
picaſant place, iuſt in the halſe way betwene Tubanta 
and the caſtell of Albale, neere which Creamed a frelh ri 
ucr, whoſe baykes were planted with many gotly Huch 
whereof al that countrie therabout was abundant, Which 
appertaincd to the father of Leihda who was loꝛd therot: 
when the god gentlewoman ſawthetwo couſins ſhe was 


greatly abaſhed, but her ſon had aduertiſed quickly holy | 


the was to behane her ſelfe in that brifineſe, and well 
might the call ſuch knights hernephewes, being that che 
was a ſtranger,andof a country farre diſtant from this 
place, 

The mother haning had her ſons inſtruction, how to 
gouerne her ſclſe herein, ſaid only this one wozd : God 


grant this bulincs come to a god end. bt you not 


thereof mother, quoth the guide , but it will ſucc&d cuen 


as you and we would wiſh, fo2 this gentleman is one of 


the honeſt and beſt geuerned knights thet J ener fawin 
my life, Marcomyr and Ozalias liked maruecitous well the 


ſituation cf tyis plate, where they tarried alone with the 


god gentlewoman of the hoũſe, foz that the meflenger 
was gone backe to his miſtreſſe, who made ſuch diltgence 
to depart that the new maried couple could not get her to 
ſtay a day noꝛ an hower longer, foz ſhe thought the time 
ſo long befoze ſhe was with him, foz whom ber heart felt 
ſo extreame paſſion, that by no mean he could be remoued 
out of her fantaſie : Thereſoze taking her congie ofal the 
companie, ſhe would take along with her but foure of her 
Damſels and two of her fathers ſquiers , And ſhe fake 
the tune of the day ſo iuſt, that ſhe came about ſunſetting 
to the place appointed, ſrom whence her pages mother 
' who had made god pꝛouiſion of all things ſhe thought 
might ſeeme necceflarie againſt her comming) went to 
met her, with ſhew of maruellcus gladnes : he entertai⸗ 
ned her with no lefſe top and welceme then * 
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haue done her owne daughter, becauſethat in her infan- 
tie ſhe ſuckled her alwaies with her bꝛeaſt: and aſter ma⸗ 
ny welcomming and entertainments, Leifida demaunded 
her who might theſe two knights be, who had ſaluted her 
ſo grat iouſly. They are quoth ſhe, two of mp nephewes, 


who tome often: imes to viſit me, to know if J ned any 


thing that they may doe koz me , and likewiſe to pꝛeſent 
their ſerutce to my loꝛd your father , if he map pleaſe to 


- employ them, 


They are very welcome quoth the Damſell, and fo2 
my part I thanke them with all mp heart fo2 the god wil 
they beare to my loꝛd and father : by means whereof and 
of the nere affinitie betwerne them and pon, J ſhall loue 


them no leſle, then mine owne pꝛoper bꝛethꝛen and kinſ⸗ 


men. Then Marcomyr bowing himſelftowards her with 
alowlp reuerente, thanked her courteouſlp fo2 the hono⸗ 
rable offer ſhe made him, and ſo entring into further talke 
Leifida could not hold her eies off him, his ſermely counte- 
nance, god grace, and natural beautie did rauiſh her ſo 
much, that from thence fozward the liuely poꝛtraiture of 
disface was ſo far impꝛinted in her thonghts, that ſhe did 
inheritenothing elſe thereby but an excelliue loue, which 
by this occaſion did increale daily moꝛe and moꝛe in her. 
Whileſt they were in treatie of their amours, the gen⸗ 
tle woman commaunded to ſpꝛead the table amidſt a plea- 
ſant tuft of trees, which was hard by the caſtle, wher Lei- 


. ida did eat very little, bp reaſon of the ſoueraigne plea⸗ 


ſure which ſhe toke in deniſing with the knight: and alter⸗ 
wards ſcring they were both by themſelues alone ( becauſe 
Ozalias and their hoſfefſe were walked together ab2oad, 

and the reſt went to ſupper pꝛeſently after) the Damſell 
beſpake him in this manner: Sir knight, J maruell very 


much at one thing in my ſelfe, that J being neuer moued 


fo: the loue of many bꝛaue gentlemen, who haue hereto- 
foze oft tines offered me their ſeruice, J fœle now foꝛ you 


whom haue ſeen but thele two dates my hart ſo 2 
| de 
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ded with loue, that I cannot heare no2 thinke vpon any 
thing, but the conttiinall and vehement rememb2ance of 
you both ſtrait interrupt it, Therefe:e I p2ay peu doe not 
thertn repute me declining rom that true chaſtity, which 
a pure Utrgin tight to haue abeue ali other things in re- 
commendation'; Fo2 as much as the valo2 and chinalrie 
which A {ee wozthiip lodged viider pour beauty, lecond to 
no olher, bath fatally rauiſhed from me mp libertte , with 
the Which 1 knew til wethow to delend mp ſelſe againſt 


the ſharpdarts of Cupid, aid now ſince prelded pour hand⸗ 


mat? and captine, neuer to ſtriue againſt the honeſt atfe- 
uions, which it Hail pleaſe yeu to ſhew towards pour ſo 
pꝛompt and voluntartc pꝛilener:Alluring my lelſpou will 
not offer anything tame which map hinder me from mar⸗ 
ching among maivens of honoꝛ not aſhamed-to le the 
beſt in the face. Ind I pzay pon mo2eourr to ſatilfic the 
extreame defare J haue to know pou, imparting tome the 
moſt ſecret and inivard meaning of pour heart, and fur- 
ther to teliume what it will pleaſe you that J do in recom⸗ 
pence foꝛ the paine pon haue endured fo2 my ſake, where- 
unto mine haneur being not trodden vnder fot ) J will 
condeſcend as willingly,asfoz any that liueth in this hap- 
Py agc, 

Madam replied Marcomyr, J repute my ſelſe ſo much 
fauoured of the celeſt iall bodies, conſidering the ſauoꝛ and 
pitti it pleaſeth you to ſhew me without any merit, that 
4 fearc me IT ſhallnener be able toaccomplith the ſeruices 
Which J willlranklyſrom hencekoꝛth enterp2iſe,tomake 
vou know the god zeale J haue not to remain ingratefull 
fo2 pour ſo great courteſte: The which if you haue caſily 
granted me, as the only remedy and ſalue ol mine affitacd 
heart. 4 hope beſoꝛe it be long to make peu part of ameds; 
as vou ſyall undoubtedly perceiuc being tinueſted with the 
great riches and high etfates which pou map viderſtand 
are pꝛepared fo2 you, ſo it map pleaſe vou to go along with 
ents a place whether J hope lo condua pou inſatcty, 

fo; 


nelle Faire, 


foꝛ albeit pou ſet me now in ſimple equippage, vet ſo it is 
that God hath made me to bee boꝛne a king, and a ſone- 
raign ruler ouer many pꝛouinces: not foꝛ any other end 
but to continue moꝛe honoꝛablie the vuremerealle ami⸗ 
tie that I ſhall beare vnto pon all my life. This ſaid he 
vpon hope to marie her with his couſin Ozalias x to haue 
giuen them the Ringdome of Tarſus, if he would haue 
conſented therevnto. - 

Faire knight then quoth Leiſida, J can but mernell at 
pou, who being a king and ſo valiant, as cuerpy ene who 


ſhall ſe you manage armes map eaſilp iudge, are come 


hether foꝛ me ſimple damſel vnwoꝛthie of fo great honoꝛ: 
vet not to diſſemble vnto vou mp reſointion, aſſure port 
without my fathers conſent J will neuer goe with vou by 
my god wil: fo2 that otherwiſe J ſhould commit a to diſ⸗ 
loiall and hamous offence, Thus much will J willinglie 
doe fog vou, which J neuer pet offrcd to any other knight, 
to goe along with von to myſather whom J will aduer⸗ 
tiſe, that vou are nephew to mp nurſing mother, who de⸗ 
firc to ſe rue bim in w hatſouer it ſhal pleaſe hun to employ 
vou, being aſlured when he ſhall ſs pur Pꝛoweſſes and 
chiu. lr ies, he will be very well content to accept pon foz 
his ſonne in law. And then with his ſuffcrance and the 
tonſent of all my friends, you map cary me whether pou 
hail thinke beft,pzomiſing pou ſoꝛ my part neuer to make 
hun further pzinie to pour doings : Notwithſtanding 
it would ber farre better to maniteſt vnto him the veritie 
ef all, 
Then Marcomyr who deſired nothing els but to get 
within the calle, by any meane whatſocuer ,plaid vpon 
her thus: Badamie the heat of mp paiſion is ſo vehement, 
that I neither ſee noꝛ can find any god thing which pꝛo⸗ 
teedeth from any ot her ſountaine, but from the ſource 
whete it twke his beginning, my vitall ſpirits receauing 
no loꝛce and vigoꝛ to exctute their lunga ions, but from 
pour gentle and vertuous diſcretion; to which 5 m_ 
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the going when it ſhall pleaſe yon befo2e your father, and 
to ſap vnto him whatſoener pou ſhall beſt deviſe fo2 the 
aſſurance and peaceable fruition of the god which J p2e- 
tend. Theſe woꝛds did he vtter with a maruellous grace 
becauſe of the toy and gladnes which had ſeiſed his heart, 
ſeeing the cariage of his buſines come to fo god paſſe as 
he could deſire : and the damſel on the other ſide ſhe found 
her ſelfe ſo much rauiſhed with his loue, that ſhe could ne- 
uer glut her eies in ſurueping his beauty, and leſſe foz⸗ 
ſake his companie, lo that conſtrained at laſt to go to bed, 
could not ſlcepe of all the night but a little, all ſlepe being 
dꝛiuen awap by plurality of amoꝛous diſcourſes ſwim⸗ 
ming in her fanſie, which had befoꝛe gotten ſo much the 
vpper hand of her ſpirit, that incontinent they put awap 
all other imaginations from her. With the rigour of this 
ſcourge did Leifidafeele her ſelfe moſt greeuouſly plagned: 
a far diuerſe toꝛment to that of Marcomyr who ſought but 
by his diſſimulation to wozke in ſhoꝛt time the recouerte 
of the god king of ZTheſtalte: ſo that he paſt almoſt all 
that night in conferring with Ozalias about his lleights 
and ſtratagems which he was to wozke fo2 that cffea; 
Pꝛaping him ofall deare loue (being entred once into the 
caftle)toſhew himſelfe hardy and valerous, putting all 
thoſe who came befo2e him to the edge ofthe ſwoꝛd ſo lon 
as euer he ſhould heare him giue the woꝛd ofaſſan!t, 
| The moꝛrow mo2ning being come, Leifida attired 
her ſelfe very — , and befoze ſhe did depart, toke her 
walke thozow the delectable encloſures of her lodging, 
with the two knights al armed, except their helmets, who 
pꝛaied her agod to take them both with her to Albaſe: to 
the end they might haue better and moꝛe honeſt mean to 
pꝛeſent themſelues befoze the captaine of the caſtell, to 
whom they deſired ſo extreamly to doe ſeruice. Leifida 
thanked thein very gratiouſly, and ſaid her father ſhould 
be right glad of their comming: then mounting altage⸗ 
ther on hozſebacke, they arriued about none at the cafle, 


the 
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the fitnation x building of which edifice dꝛew Marcomyr 
into great admiration: foꝛ the groundwozke and founda- 
tion therof(being planted vpon the top of a high and fear- 
full rot k) did of it ſelfe unly, ſtrike aſeare into the behol- 
ders: and being garniſhed with victuals and other muni⸗ 
tions was indeed inerpugnable. Appzoching the gates, 
the Damſell alighted from her hackney and the knights 
toke her quickly by the hand, whom the garders ſuffered 
to enter, without making any reckoning noꝛ enquiring 
other wiſe of their eſtate, ſ&ing them ſo well acquainted 
with Leifida, whom the lieutenant loued ſodearely, that 
- whatſoever ſhe commanded oꝛ did, might not in any wiſe 
be gainſaid, Pꝛeſently were the dꝛaw⸗bꝛidges pulled bp, 
the gates well barred as they were wont, and the pꝛinces 
were caried into the hall, where Marcomyr ve wed euerp 
place exactly,and thinking euery hower a thouſand pears 
befoze he were at the ſkirmiſh in ſo ſure a place, thanked 
God who had ſo well and Hs conduced him 
thether. 


CHAD. XXVII.“ 


How Marcomyr and Ozalias ſlew the capraine of the caſtle 


of Albaſe,and all his guard who were then within,dchue« 
ting the king of Thellalie father to Celeſtina out of the 
tower, here he had remained tu entie years captiue. 


Hen the captaine of the caſtell of Altate: 
=, VE who was a very honozable old gentle 
65 man, and therefoze the great Turke e⸗ 
DN 2 ſtabliched him chiefe of the guard of his 
Ve / treaſure, ſaw his daughter in companie 
of the two knights of Tarſus, he was in 
à meruellous maſe, as if that accide nt had pꝛelaged vnto 
him the conflict and cruell laughter, which was to bee 
made ſone aſter inthe foztrefle. Which made him 22 
cy * 
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the going when it ſhall pleaſe yon befoꝛe your father, and 
to ſay vnto him whatſoener pou ſhall beſt deniſe fo2 the 
aſſurance and peaceable fruition of the god which J p2e- 
tend, Theſe woꝛds did he vtter with a maruellous grace 
becauſe of the toy and gladnes which had ſeiſed his heart, 
ſeeing the cariage of his buſines come to ſo god paſſe as 
he could deſire : and the damſel on the other ſide ſhe found 
her ſelfe ſo much rauiſhed with his loue, that ſhe could ne- 
uer glut her eies in ſurueping his beauty, and leſſe fo2- 
ſake his companie, ſo that conſtrained at laſt to go to bed, 
could not ſicepe of all the night but a little, all ſlæcpe being 
dꝛiuen awap by plurality of amoꝛous diſcourſes ſwim⸗ 
ming in her fanſie, which had befoꝛe gotten ſo much the 
vpper hand of her ſpirit, that incontinent they put awap 
all other imaginations from her. With the rigour of this 
ſcourge did Leifida fœle her ſelfe moſt greeuouſly plagned: 
_ afar diuerſe tozment to that of Marcomyr who ſought but 
by his diſiniulation to woꝛke in ſhoꝛt time the recouerte 
ok the god king of Zheſſalte: ſo that he paſt almoſt all 
that night in conferring with Ozalias about his lleights 
and ſtratagems which he was to wozke fo2 that cffea:; 
2:aving him ofall deare loue being entred once into the 
caſtle)toſhew himſelfe hardy and valerous, putting all 
thoſe who came befo2e him to the edge ofthe ſwoꝛd, ſo (@n 
as euer he ſhould heare him giue the woꝛd ofaſſan!t, 

The moꝛrow mo2ning being come, Leifida attired 
her ſelfe very richly, and befoꝛe ſhe did depart, toke her 
walke thozow the delecable encloſures of her lodging, 
with the two knights al armed, except their helmets, who 
pꝛaied her agod to take them both with her to Albaſe: to 
the end they might haue better and moꝛe honeſt mean to 
pꝛeſent themſelues befoze the captaine of the caſtell, to 
whom they deſired ſo extreamly to doe ſeruice . Leifida 
thanked thein very gratioully, and ſaid her father fhould 
be right glad of their comming: then mounting altage⸗ 
ther on hoꝛſebacke, they arriued about none at the caftle, 


the 
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the ſituation + building of which edifice dꝛew Marcomyr 
into great admiration; fozthe groundwozke and founda- 
tion therof(being planted vpon the top ofa high and fear- 
full rot k) did of it ſelfe only, frikea feare into the behol- 
ders: and being garniſhed with viduals and other muni⸗ 
tions was indeed inerpugnable. Appꝛoching the gates, 
the Damſell alighted from her hackney and the knights 
toke her quickly by the hand, whom the garders ſuffered 
to enter, without making any retkoning noꝛ enquiring 
other wiſe of their eſtate, ſeeing them ſo well acquainted 
with Leifida, whom the lieutenant loued ſo dearelp, tha 
whatſoeuer ſhe commanded oꝛ did, might not in any wiſe 
be gainſaid. P2eſently were the dzaw-bzidges pulled bp, 
the gates well barred as they were wont, and the pꝛinces 
were caried into the hall, where Marcomyr he wed euerp 
place exadip, and thinking euery hower a thouſand pears 
befoꝛe he were at the ſkirmiſh in ſo ſure a plate, thanked 
God who had ſo well and n conducted him 
thether. 


CHAP. XXVII. 


How Marcomyr and Ozalias flew the captaine of the caſtle 
of Albaſe,and all his guard who were then within, deliue- 
ring the king of Thetlalic father to Celeſtinaourof the 
tower, where he had remained twentie years captive, 


© hen the captaine of the caſtell of Attace: 
\ 7 77 J who was a very honozable old gentle⸗ 
8 NE man, and therefoze the great Turke e⸗ 

AY ſtabliſhed him chiefe of the guard of his 
, 4 rt treaſure, ſaw his daughter in tompanie 
of the two knights of Tarſus, he was in 
a meruellous maſe, as if that accident had pzeſaged vnto 
bim the conflica and cruell laughter, which was to ber 
made lone after inthe foztrefſe. Which made him 2 
Tc | P 
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| ly ſap vnto her. Thy daughter how are pon come hether 
without pour bzother - Father quoth ſhe, the deſire J had 
the laſt night very late to ſ& pou, made me pꝛeſently to 
haſten my return hether in the company ol pour tws ſqui⸗ 
ers, of my foure Damſels and ol the knights nephewes 
to mp nurſing mother, whom found at her houſe paſſing 
that way: and well can J enſure vou that this (ſhe ſhew⸗ 
ed him then Marcomyr) is one of the beſt and molt cour⸗ 
teous Gentlemen whom you euer knew in pour lile: 
whereof gaue me aſſurance the vickoꝛie that he obtained 
in the tourney at the mariage of iny bꝛother, beſide the 
honeſt coxlerence he held me this moꝛning, declaring to 
me the ertreame deũre he hath to pꝛeſent to von his ſer- 
tice; fo that vpon this hope J haue willingly b2zonght 
him in here, eſterming it a thing of very rare and great 
tonſequence, the purchaſing of ſuch a perſonage to aug- 
ment lo much the moꝛe the fo2ces of pour guard. Hee is 
then quoth the father, very welcome hether, 4 in recom⸗ 
pence of his gad will, he ſhal haue the beſt cheare we may 
pꝛouide fo2 him. | 
2:6 Foz all that his purpoſe was other wiſe, becauſe the 
37 - mozchis daughter commended them, the moze angry 
14 was he ts ſœ them within the caftle, their very pꝛeſence 
ſtriking into him a feare and luſpition:neuertheles to dil⸗ 
ſemble it, and not to let them perceme therof, he pzoceded 
1 thus with a pleaſant countenance: daughter goe pon in 
N to ſalute cut mother, in the meane time theſe knights 
15 well diſarme them. This heſpake, meaning to cauſe 
their armes to be lockt vp, and kept ſafe from then till 
they were out ofthe taſtell. But Marcomyr who heard 
<tyoſe ſperches, doubting ſome ſuch euent cared not much 
to tame with him any further, but went ſtrait away with 
the page of Le:hda, who bꝛought him vp into a verp fatre | 
chamber, where in ſterd of diſarming themſelues, they 
cauſed their ſquiers who carried their armes al wales af- 
ter them to lace their helmets quickly , then betaking 
| | them 
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them to their ſhtelds with vnconguerable courage, they 


ſalted out hauing their naked ſwoꝛds ready dꝛalun in their 
hands. Which the pong man ſeeing, (was moꝛe amaſed 
then if at the ſame inſtant he had loft his foꝛme by ſome 
ne w metamoꝛphoſis began to crie out in ſtrange maner: 
O deteſtable and vile at of diſlotaltie, running dowae a⸗ 
maine to aduertiſe the gard, wherein he was ſone pꝛe⸗ 
vented: foꝛ Marcomyr knolving he might not delay his 
enterpꝛiſe any longer, made ſpedilydown into the court, 
where he ſaw the captain blaming and rebuking the poꝛ⸗ 
ters foꝛ letting him in. who made their excuſe vpon Leili- 
da that bzonght him in with her. And perceiuing him to 
make furiouſly ag inſt him, he cried alarme, O mp lotall 
and faithfull knights take armes, llay me theſe vilaines 
who are come to betray vs in this raſh manner: then the 
pꝛince (hauing inſtructed Oꝛaliis beioze to win the wic⸗ 
ket and keepe it againſt all thoſe th it would come in to 
ſucconr 02 goe foꝛth to flie) remembꝛing his lady Celeſti- 
na, that he muſt either die in the place, oꝛ delmer the king 
her father out of pꝛiſon began to ſtrike without pity thoſe 
of the gard: the captaine ſeeing his hono2 and lite redu⸗ 
ted to ſo pitiful an exigent, laid ſuddainly hold ona psleax 
which by chance he found at hand, wherewith he went to 
giue M ircomyr ſuch a knock vpon his moꝛion, that had 
not the creaſf thereof ben tempered with fine ſtærle, he hid 
ſeperated his ſoule from his bodie. This conſttr ained the 
knight ( who would not haue ſtroke him other wiſe, foꝛ the 
lone of his daughter to ll rike againe, ſo that he gane the 
oid man ſuch an ataint with a blow returned to his head 
that he clett his ſkull do lone to his iawes, giuing the like 
entertainment to the oz foure other knights who let 
dine at hin, thinking to mallacker him quickly; but in a 
ſmall ſpace he made ſo cruell a laughter of al thoſe which 
came to encounter him, that the moſt hardie and valiant 


remained in the place either dead oz dangerouſip woun⸗ 


ded, And it peraduenture any coward made to the gate, 
Cciy king 
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thinking to get out that waics toſaue himſelfe by light, 
he fell into Ozalias hands, who ſhewed them but ſmall | 
courteſte: fo that in this ſkirmiſh there remained not one 
man of the ca{tle aliue, except the page which was ma⸗ 
{ter of the ſhip that bzought the two couſins into this god 
hauen: who ran imediatly to his miſtres Leifida telling 
her thus. Madame we are all traiterouſly betrated by the 
falſe/and inhumane knight whom we haue bꝛought in he⸗ 
ther: Therefoꝛe J know my lelke woꝛthy ol a thoulam 
deaths, if A might haue ſo many one after another: foꝛ J 

was the tauſe that my loꝛd pour father and all his guard 
are put to the edge of the ſwoꝛd. TUhen the Damſell and 
her mother heard theſe pitedus tidings, they ranne fo2th 
almoſt out ot their wits not knowing what to do, # ſcing 
this hoꝛrible diſcomfiture,they bega to wꝛing their hands 
and poure foꝛth the moſt pitifullcomplaints that euer any 
liuing perſonheard, 

Leifida who accuſed her ſelfe of all this blame, fell 
downe halfe dead vpon her fathers cozpes, vttering a 
ſpech in this ſence : Alas deare father, pardon me who 
am the only cauſe of pour death, which (&ing J haue ad- 
uanced innocently thozow the ſained and cauteious cir⸗ 
cumnention ofa Tpꝛant, J will pzeſently end my dates, 
and to accompliſh better the expiation and ceremonie of 
your obſequies and funerall pomps, I will let this tranſi 
toꝛy life ⁊ freely offer vp my ſoule vnto the gods, to accom 
pany pours befoze their thzone, 

Pꝛonounc ing theſe woꝛds with aſpent voice (by rea 
ſon of the continuall ſighes which from her bzeaſt follow⸗ 
ed one another ſo thicke) ſhe would haue moued the moſt 
pitilefſe and piamantine heart to compaſſion. Marcomyt 
who repoſed himſelfe at the fot of a piller , went dire aly 
to her where ſhe made this mone: who perceiuing him 
come, ran vpon him, as a licnnefle enraged when her 
whelpes are taken from her, crying out amaine: Ha cru 
ell and fellonious knight (&1ing thou haſt ſlaine my father 
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all his guard and people, why doeſt thou not make an end 
ofme alſo: How long wilt thou linger befoze thou ſend 
my woefull ſoule out of this languihing paſſton which it 
endureth in this my dying bodie 2 Tell me Barbarian, 
what moued thee to render this ſozrowfull recompence 
loꝛ the extreame loue Jbare the, now conuerted into all 
deadly hatred,and moꝛe then moztall malice 2 How durſt 
thou dete iue a poꝛe maiden thus trecherouſiy, conſidering 
the great familiarity into which J ſo lone admitted thee 
at the firſt ſight : Ha diſſembler, that haſt thus ſurpꝛiſed 
me though the falſe apparence of thy faire and ſugred 
woꝛds, ſaying thou wert a king, apꝛince.a great ſiegnioz, 
Ithinke it wel, but of therues and murderers, who camſt 
hether but to pillage the treaſure in this place. O fwliſh x 
moꝛe then miſerable girle, to credit ſo lightly thy cogging 
anddeceitfull periuaſton : whoſe blue is but to tragicall 
and full of calamity. Surely if all thoſe who knew me e- 
ner haue reputed me a lage and an obedicnt daughter, 
now they ſh all from hencekoꝛth account me fo2 the moſt 
dilloiall and wickeddeſt maiden that lines, hauing thus 
mought the death of mine owne father, And although tt 
be againſt my will, ſhall J foꝛ that ceaſe to exclaim of the 
inconſtancte of foꝛtune, which by the only repoꝛt of, J 
know not what cloked and friuolousoffentation; hath fo 
eaſily chaunged my heart: What will you mp loꝛd the 
great Turke ſay, when pou ſhall bnderſtand the tidings 
of this maſſaker, which hath ben ſo cautelouſly w2ought 
toſteale hence pour treaſoꝛ: Alas why doe I not call to 
mind the aduerſitie and dom mages that pour bꝛother re⸗ 
teiued by the Empcroz of Conſtantinople, when he tra⸗ 
welled the woꝛld as a knight errant, J ſhould f&le no moꝛe 
the perpleritie which this fo ſuddaine confidence that J 
tepoled in this ſtranger dꝛiues me into: but what! The 
fatall iudgement which pelded me ſo lone ſubiect to him 
would not fauoꝛiſe me therein. 

Marcomyr hauing no regard to her reniling ſpeeches, 

pꝛai⸗ 
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p22 ied her in humble manner to enict her fpirits,ond pꝛo⸗ 
miled her againe if tHe would condiſcend to go lolth him) 
to d uanee her to ſo high eſtate, that the woꝛld ſheuld ſee. 
the trowne ofa Aucene vpon her head: allur ing her her 
would take away nothing out of the cattle but the king of 
The flalie, whoſe deliuerance encouraged him onlp to er⸗ 
ectite this blodie diſcomfiture, which withitgly he would 
hauefozborne,ifhe had vnderſtod her father would haue 
vcelded hun without contradiction, 

Leilida hearing this purpoſe, Alas Mahound,quoth ſhe 
wir ping maſt pittuully, how doe pou permit thele Chu⸗ 
ſtlauns to make ſo many tncurftons and pillages vpon the 

very countries and perſons of pour Turkes: Why haue 
pan created and lodged women ſonere men, ling that 
fo2 them they palle thoꝛowẽw umumerable toꝛments: The 
bꝛother of the Gran: ſiegneur died cruelly foz a Damſels 
lake, and by my means his Caſtilion of Albaſe hath ben 
murdercuſty ſlaine and traiteroullp diſhonoꝛed, the king 
of Zhefialte being fo2cibly taken out cf his pꝛilons: 10 
tat I had rather die a thouſand deaths, then liue any lon⸗ 
ger in this woꝛld io haue ſtill the bitter rememb2ance ol 
| | this aſlio ion troubling my ſpirits , When ſhe hat mate 
| an end of her ſpeech, ſhe like a mad woman ran as hard 
as the could dꝛ:ue to graſpe the knight int her armes thin 
king to haue taken away his ſwoꝛd to kill her ſell there⸗ 
with, and him alſo if ſhe had could: but Marcomyr would 
not ſtrike her, thinking to make her leaue her hold, and 
vicd many faire ſpteches and entreatings to her, which 

did no whit alluage her choller: which made her ſo lui 

viiſiprage age inſt him and her mother alſo, who ſet on 

alio to ſuccour her, that he couid in no wiſe be rid of the, 
De knew not well what to doe (toz he weuld not hurt 
them when his ſauier who law ſuch gentlenes might be 
pieumdictalltohim: not ſhew'ng hunielfe focourteeusts/ 
wards them as his maiſter, pulled with all his might the 
mother oſẽ hum, then with the poleax that he wztked 7 
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of her huſbands hand, he cut her head ro oft her ſhoulders: 
which was ſuch a griefe to Leifida that the fell in a dead 
ſwound, and be ing lurpꝛiſed with ſuch a ſhaking fear, that 
ſhe died without euer ſpeaking a wozd afterward to any 
bodte , Tlith this piteous accitent was the poze page 
ſtriken into ſuch a gricfe , that he purpoſed not to liue 
long after: but would wzite ſome memozie vpon the 
wall, wherevpon were afterward compoſed theſe verſes 
which follow: 
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O Tupiter ! ſeeing the Deſtinie 

Ot my miſhap, I could in no wile flie : 

From heauens vawt throw downe thy ſpeedie fire, 
To giue medeath for my deſerued hire. 

For here I ſee the monſtrous Chimere ſtand 
And will not hence : his naked ſword in hand, 
Toſend ere long vnto the darkeſt hell, 

My foule, that doth in bitter anguiſh dwell, 

O ſoueraigne gods, do me this tauor ſhew, 
When ſhall paſſe grum Charons boat below: 
Safe conduct n, whilſt it is ferried ouer, 

That to thEliſian fields it may recouer. 

O ye that dwell in the internal cittie, 

To you J eccho forth theſe plaints for pittie. 
Proſerpina the ladie of the lake, 

I call on thee: maiſt thou compaſhon take 
Vpon a damned ſoule, that faine would die 

A thouland deaths, out of tlus miſetie. 

Guilty I am, and yet am innocent, 

I will not liue, to die I am contem. 

Thou Cerberus, the triple-headed hound, 
Dwelling in darkeſt horror vnder ground, 
Call home to thee the too too cruell fares, 
And keepe them priſoners faſt within thy gates. 
( lotho vnkind, and Lacheſis, that did 
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Which Atropos cuts off with bloody knife, 


Deprunng vs poore Turks of liveerelt life, 

Elſeſer on worke cheangry Tiſiphone, 

Alecto, Megare, and the fearfull Gorgone, 

To torture them ſend forth allt 1 * 

Diſlodge me hence, who caus'd theſe cruelries, 
But mult I needs be made the mean? Alas! 

To bring this wofulltragedie to paſle. 

Why had I not ſome skill in Magicke art, 

Hun to preuent that plaid this blooddy part? 

To mutther me,whyv were they not content 

Who of this woe was the chiefe inſtrument? 

And not in fellon guile thus to haue ſlaine 

The Turks Caſtiſion, with his gard and traine. 

But for I ſee my death beſore mine eies, 

Diſpatch( my hand) to doe the ſacrifice, 

Diſpatch my bodie that my ſoule may goe 

Into the ſtinking gulfe of helliſn woe. 


The page hauing fired this ſozrowfall' ſonnet on the 
wall, ran quickly to take vp the ſwo2d of one of the dead 
knights, the point whersfhe ſet right againſt his bꝛeaſt, 
and ſo thꝛuſt himſelfe to the very heart. 

This was the tragicomicallaa that Marcomyr began 
to play at P2iſſa.# continued at Albaſe, where the Caſti- 
lion and his gards of the caſtle , finiched miſerablie theit 
liues. Hauing then diſpatcht them all, they made ſearch in 
all coꝛne rs of the taſtle to find out the p2ifſon wherein the 
king was encloſed: at the laſt they kound him locked vp 
faſt within a tower, whoſe windowes were all pꝛon bar- 
red, ſo leane and paꝛe that he made them alnoſt agaſt to 
behold him, Marcomyr who ſeinghim in this pittifull ta⸗ 
king, remembꝛing how he was father to his deare ladie 
Celeſtina, could not chuſe but weepe fo compaſſion . Ne- 
uertheleſſe the king did not perceiue at all of this huna- 
nitie, but wonderfullyaſtoniſhed to lee them with their 
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ſwoꝛds readie dꝛawn, thought they came to make an end 
of his languiſhing and miſerable life. Therefoꝛe moſt 


willingly pꝛeparing htmſclfe to the latrifice, he cried out 


alowd : Reda mer of humane nature, J commend vnto 
the the poꝛe loule which muſk pꝛeſently paſſe ont of his 


viie pꝛiſon, vsuchſale then pittiful father to accept the tra⸗ 


uels and miſeries that J haue ſo long time patiently (uf 
fered koꝛ pennance of my ſins: and ſæing he hath knowne 
my bodie vnwoꝛthie of his pꝛoted ion in this woꝛld, ber to 
hun a mediatour foꝛ my ſoule in his celeſtiall kingdome, 
to the end his Judgement may not baniſh it, from the 
place of eternall felicitie, which he hath pꝛomiſed tothe 
bleſſed, 

Marcomyr being ſtricken dumbe at this lamentable 
ſpwech-Ozalias began to ſpeake thus vnto the king:let not 
your maieſtie feare that we are come to wong you, but 


to deliuer you out of this ſuſferance, and to bzing you to 


Conſtantinople, where pou ſhall find your Quene with 
Celeſtina your onely daughter (by whoſe meane pon are 
pꝛeſently ſet at libertie)who attendeth there fo2 yauin all 
devotion. He p2oceeded to tell him how there was no bo- 
die aliue in that cafe whom they ſhould feare moꝛe then 
a feather, which the king did hardly belceue: but being af- 
(ured by them of the certaintie, they opening a little pꝛon 
doꝛe, put him foꝛth of the irkeſome chamber which he had 
kept twent ie years together, without euer going out of 
it , ſo vindiſicatiue was the deadly grudge of the great 
Turke againſt him. Yet he did not firmely beleene his de⸗ 
liucrance, vntill he law the Caſtilion and all his guard lie 
as dead as dogs in the court, then falling on his knes(lif- 
ting his eies vp to heauen, t ſpꝛeading abꝛoad his hands 
in ſign of moꝛe ſincere deuotion ) he began to thanke God 
who had after ſo long time remenibzed him: beſcching 
hun not to take regard to his offences, foꝛ that the lcaſt 


which he had committed againft his diuine law ſince her 


had reaſon, did deſerue a perpetuall and a moze auũ tre 
Dod y capty 
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captimtic then that, After he had made this gadly ſpeech, 
he roſe vp and came cheerefnlly to emb2acc the knights, 
whom he thanked with great honoꝛ foꝛ reſtoꝛing him to 
his pꝛiſtinate libertie, pꝛaiſing them much fo fo ſingular 
and notable an enterpuſe: where vnto Niarcomyranſwe⸗ 
red, it uus not beſt to ſtand further to talk there, but to be 
gone from the place with all (peed, Thich they did as ſon 
as one of Mircomyrs ſquiers had bꝛought one of the beſt 
ſteds in the Quirry to mount the king, who felt his 
ſtrength but freble, ſo had his maſter commanded: whore- 

memb2ing the woꝛds wherewith the Damſell Lerfidare- 
pꝛoched him, would not permit any thing elle to be taken 
out of the caſtle, 


CHAP. XX VIII. 


How Marcomyr being departed with the king of Theſſalie 
from the caltle of Albaſe, found the great T urks daugh- 
ter by the way, whom he tooke away wich hum by 8 
of his ſword, and carried her with bim to Conſtantinople. 


Fer Mucomyt had bethought himſelfe 
| 58 well of his returne to Conſtantinople, 
5 in the late of the euening, leamng the 
W gates open, x tye dꝛawbꝛidges downe, 
NE N 5 they mounted on hozſebacke : and ” 
* 2 N ding a god pace, they came about mid⸗ 
night nerre vnto the mannour of Leifidaes nurſe mother: 
there they (aw many toꝛches lighted amongſt a tuft of 
trets, and a very coftly bed in the middeſt of them, which 
caſc foꝛth a moſt radiant ſplendoꝛ: all the companie paſt 
by it, except the gentle knight Marcomy r, who deſirous to 
know what it was, gaue his hoꝛſe into the hj ind of one of 
his ſquiers, who remained behind with him, went ftratt 
to the place with his ſwoꝛd in his hand which had the han⸗ 
dell of adamant lane: So caſting them ther by into a pꝛo⸗ 
found 


Celeſtina the Faire. oc 
found fleepe round obout him he came nere to a rich conch 
wherein he ſaw a pong and very beautifull Damſell ly- 
ning. She was called Marencida, eldeſt daughter to the 

great Zurke, and wife to king Ocurites, the very ſame 
whom Marcomy r found rouing in the Gulfe of the Zane 

| and Fennes ol Peotis, thether ſhe went to tale (ome re⸗ 

| creation with her mother, the Turks wife, who was not 

| farre from thence , fo2 ſome daies befo2e ſhe was retired 

from the court, taking ſnuffe at her huſband becantc he lo⸗ | 
| ned another better thenher , whom he eſpouſed after her 
nuptials. 

Marcomyr then came as ſoftly as he could to her bed 
ſide, where he lifted vp ſoſtly the couering, & becauſe the 
vertne of his adamant did dzaw humane fleſh to it, the 
Damſell came cloſe vnto him, who toke her faire in his 
armes, ſtaping her face againſt his: ſomething the felt, 
pet pertetued nothing what he did vnto her, and turning 
to and fro in his armes, ſhe embꝛaced him, caſting hir ſelfe 
moꝛe vpon her right ſide, becauſe he caried in that hand 
theſwozd, whoſe handell did dzaw her cloſe vnto him, 
and the blade pꝛouoked her to ſleepe: in ſo much that ſhe 
was fo2ced to re maine betiveene his armes as did faire 
Daphne betweene thoſe of Phocbus, when Iupiter turned 
her into a bay tree, 

So did Narcomyi beare her vnto the plate where Or | 
can attended him with his fed, mounting in the fame 'F 
ſoꝛt, and riding amaine gallop, he ſone onertane his com⸗ ' 
panic, who maruelled how in ſo ittt!e while he had gotten 
ſuch a botte ; which he laid behind hes (quier , whileſt hee 
put vp his ſwoꝛd into his ſheat j: ſhe was not io ſon from 
him but ſhe awaked beſoꝛe ſhe was aware, and liring her 
ſelfe in the hands of them ſhe knew not, in a great teare | 
ſhe cried out: Out alas,quoth ſhe, where am 1: © wort; | 
thed creature, J (@ none of m one people about me, 1 

| 


 — 
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ne know J whether J am thus ſtreied fo far. Whoare 
— which haue ben ſo raſh as to deale me abap thus ovt 
d iy of. 


The delectable Hiſtorie of 
of mp bed? Truly your ouerbold indiſcretion hath pur⸗ 
chaſed you nothing els but the moſt truel and 1thumaines 
death that may be deuiſed foꝛ pou. 

Madame replied the pꝛince, we will ſaue vs from that 
az well as we may, and as foꝛ me J am a pꝛinte of a 
ſtrange countrie, who hearing the lamentation vou made 
fo2 the captiuitie of the king pour huſband (to ier whom, 
as you ſaid, vou deſired to goe to Conſtantinople) J had 
pittie of your affection, Po2coucr being caretull to pleaſe 
vou therein, and in all other things whatſoener it ſhall 
pleaſe you to command me, IJ did imediatelp take pou out 
of pour bed: Pꝛomiſing vou by the faith that J ow to God 
and to knighthod not only to ſhe w you the king Ocurites, 
but alſo to gard pour chaſtety vndenled and your honoz as 
ſafe as I reteiue it now into my hands. 

Thou falſe and dilloial knight, quoth the againe, how 
is it poſſible I ſhould not hereby incurre great ſhame and 
dichonour, ſcing thou haſt alreadic outraged me, taking 
me away againſt my will fromthe middeff of my guard: 
fo2 if I deſired to goe to the king my huſband, it was en- 
iy to tontent the heart which pꝛouoheth incellantiy the 
ſpirit of my vehement affection, not that A would make 
my woꝛds true, conſidering J cannot in that reſped goe 
one {tcp without the congp of my father: but J had rather 
end my ſozrowſull lite in this place, then goe with ther 
whom J know not, from whom J can expect no godnes, 
hauipg thus theruiſhly ſet vpon me. Jam neither robber 
noꝛ thefe anſwered Marcomyr, but a knight who wlll o⸗ 
bey pou faithſullp , if J ſee you take my ſeruite in god 
part: further ſ&ing J haue you now tn my power, re- 
ſolue to goe with me with a god will, oz by fozce : aſſt 
ring you J will take keepe of pou that pou thallnotdieas 
pon ſap, 

Then Marencida began to pull off her headgeare, to 
teare her hure. wꝛing her hands, anc rie as one out of 
her wits: but the pꝛince caring little fo2 (uch feminine 

Inpoztu; 
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impoꝛtunities, wꝛapt his ſquiers cloake about her, then 
tommaunding him to ride on, dꝛew foꝛth his ſword, ſo 
that the Damſell was caſt into a ſleepe againe, euen as if 
he had lwounded oꝛ falne into a trance. And fo2 that O- 
zalias diſcourſed vnto the king of Theſſalie the whole fo2- 
tune of his daughter Celeſtina( which he willingly heard, 
becauſe that ſince his impꝛiſonment he neuer vnderſtod 
any ne wes of the affairs of his kingdome, and knew not 
he had iſſue of her) he went with the teares in his eyes to 
imbꝛace Marcomyr curteonfly,faieng : Truly ſonne, all 
the mileries and irkſome toꝛments which J haue hither⸗ 


to not without great paine indured, ſeeme nothing tome 


in reſpec ofthe extreame iop and gladneſle that J receine 
now, hauing found loꝛ my lonne in law a man of ſo tender 
loue and affection: being mozeouer a very glad man of 
the pꝛiſe of this ladie,fo2 J hope by this meane to be re- 
nengedon the Turke. In this coference thep rod ſo long 
that on the point of day, they were on the top of a moun⸗ 
taine, at the fot whereofcame the ſea waſhing in, where 
the knight putting vp againe his ſwoꝛd into his ſheath, 
Marencidaawaked once mo2e , Mill in her lamentable 


tune, nothing could comfozt her, no not the pꝛomiſe of 


chewing her huſband to her: and becauſe ſhe had nothing 
vpon her but her bare ſmock, which was of ſo fine linnen 
that all might well behold as well the excellent beautie 
wherewith nature had enriched the lineaments of her 
bodie, as the feature of her tountenante in the moſt per⸗ 
fectelt graces accompliſhed, 


This pꝛoper prece made ſuch an impꝛeſſion into Oza- 
lias bꝛeſt moze then all others, that irs that time foʒ ward 


he loued her moſt ardently. Being then ariued at the ha- 
uen and imbarqued, Marcomyt put vpon her one of his 
nightgowns , pet foꝛ all that fauour ſhe neuer ceaſſed to 
ſigh and lament ſtill, no moꝛe no2 leſſe then Ariadne did at 
the comming of Bacchus, when ſhe was by Thetis aban⸗ 
doned at the ſeaſhoze: but rene wing moze ſtrongly her 

impzecations, 
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impꝛecations ſhe did make many petitions to the gods 
of the lalt waters, to Neptune and 'Therrs,ant to the In. 
tons their heraults, to all Scamonſkters, Waternpmphs, 
and Bermans,that Marcomy r aud all his true might be 
allowed vp in the waues, and her ſelle to be viand and 
meat fo? ſiſhes. Whereat Ozalia hauing ſome pittie, bo⸗ 
wed him vpon his ung vety low betoze NI rcomyr, and 
made arcqueſt in this manner: My deare colifin, ol your 
12940 I muſt intreat you to accoꝛd me one bone, which 
15 pꝛeſentiy to giue ime this woma in mariage, fo2 whom 
3 RKnolv the del imes haue reſerued me, conſidering the 
ſodaine change that my paſſionat heart indureth, wherin 
the obiec of lo many peifect ladies could neuer any whit 


heat the cold pee, which this in a moment hath re ſolued 


into warine and almoſt a boiling water, 

Moſt willingly ſhall pou obtaine pour requeſt of me, 
anſwered Marcomyr, were it foz a farre greater matter 
then you require at mp hands, and aſſure pou I ſhal ſhew 
mp lelfe alwaics ſo zealous a furtherer of your honour 
and aduancement, as ot that of mine owne perſon, hoping 
ncuer whillt J line to ſœ an diuoꝛce betwa ne vs two to 
make adiifcrence ot dur eſtates. 

Oralias thanking bis couſin, would faine haue kill his 
hand, pet Nlarcomyt weuld not ſuffer him, but unb2aced 
him louingly fo? the coꝛdiall amitie ret ipꝛotall betwane 
them. In fine, this new louer reſolued to employ himſclle 


in all things decent fo2 the feruice of Marencida, omitting 


nothing which might by any means be plealurable to her. 
But fo2 al he could do, ſhe weuld neither \& him noꝛ hear 
bim, the rigeur of her ſtomie and adamantine heart could 
in no wile be moilified thzough any contuuall dilauict 
and anguiſh ol mind. 
Torcturne tothe gards and companie of Marencida, 
the awaked ali at the firſt and letond time thet NIAo- 
my put vp DIS enchented (wed inte bis ſhcath, end the 
thud tin ic was al the very hower, hen he cone te the 
| (eq 
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ſea ſide, where being to zpparell the Damſell and to giue 
oꝛder fo2 his ſpeedte embarking, he put it vp foz all toge⸗ 
ther: ſo that they then awaking thozowlp, and ſ&ing not 
their ladie in her bed, you may imag ine in what perpleri⸗ 
tie they were. Dome ran like mad men among the trees, 
thinking the had hidden her ſelfe vnder the thick bowes: 
and finbing her in no part, they began to pull off their 
beards , teare their haire, ſtrike themſelues on the 
bꝛeaſts as hard as they might with theirfiſtes, calling 
oftentimes foz death which was their laſt refuge: knows 
ing there was no wap of eſcape fo2 them, if the Turks 
were once aduertiſed of this miſaducnture: to be bzicfe in 
this pittiftill ſpectacle was there ſeen nothing but tragical 
anions, * 

Thus did theſe poꝛe deſolate men remaine and could 
not tell what were beſt foz them to doe: fo2 none of them 
durſt carrie theſe ſozrowfullnewes to the Turke: till at 
the laſt ſome going one wap and ſome another, all ſcatte⸗ 
red themſelucs and neuer would returne vnto the court 
alter ward, leauing behind them, the heauie and woefall 
damſels of Marencida bewailing the loſſe of their Ladie 
and miſtreſſe in that inkoꝛtunate place. Where we will 
leaue them to returne to Marcomyr, who is now ready to 
hoiſe ſailes to goe foz Conſtantinople. 


CHAP. XXIX. 


How Marcomyr arriueth with his companie in Conſtantino- 
ple, where he was honourab'y recerucd by the En perour, 
who went to the harbour to mect him: the ſpecch hee 
had with the queen Matencida aſter they were arrived at 
the pallace, and ot the great wy of the queen of I ha ſlaly 
and of Celeſtia her dau ghiet at the atiualoi Marcomyt 
and the king of Theſlalie. 


Ee Mar- 
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& Arcomyrs ſhip being vnder {: ule, 
there ble w ſuch a pꝛoſperous gale 
in her poupe, that the ſnigled 
quickly inta the main lea, where 
he ſailed the moſt ioitull man in 
the wo2ld, calling to mind the 
happie foztune twhich followed 
him in deliuering out of pꝛiſon the 


15 


king of Thellalle whofo; his part was no leſſe joifull, 


all things repꝛeſented bekoꝛe his eies, ſeeming to bee but 
dꝛeames andfalſe viſions, thꝛough the rememb2ance hu 
had pet of the ſoꝛrow which he ſutkered in his ſo long cap⸗ 

tiuitie. Pet could he well iudge of the ineſtimable valour 
of Nlurcomyr, and therfoze he reputed himſelf bleſt aboue 
his foꝛtune to obtaine ſuch a knight to be his ſon in law: 
ſo that alter dinner walking both together vpon the hat⸗ 
ches, he pꝛaied him in all courteſie to tell him the name of 
his familie: but he with grarious and honeſt ercuſe con- 


ſtrained him to dwell in his deftre, vntill they were arri⸗ 


ued beloꝛe the Emperour , So that this humanity x ma- 
ny other tourteſies which Marencida ſaw him continual⸗ 
lp vle, did giue her much conſolation in this her heauines, 
dæeming thereby the was not fallen into the hands of ſo 
barbarous people as the ſuppoſed: (Cupid alſo began to 
lure hjor a little ſhe wed afterward ſome ſigne of amitie to 
Oꝛalias, who would neuer be farre from her, to make her 


klo the god deuat ! on he had to her ſeruice. 


They had faire weather and a caline ſea, ſo long toge⸗ 
ther, till they came to ſurge without any let Within Bol⸗ 
phoꝛus of Thꝛace, whence Marcomyr fone diſpatcht his 
couſin toward the Emperour, mott humbly to entreat 
bin that he would recctuuc the king of Thegalie who 
c mne in his compantie, with the honourhe knew did ap⸗ 
pertatnetofogreata in (cgnto? ; adutling him mo2couer he 
ſhauld requeſt Celeſlina to ſend him her palkrey, to conduct 
a great labie to the court , which he bzought away from 
Tus 
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Turkie with him. Ozalias armed himſeile incontinent at 
al points except his helmet, and lanching aſkiffe into the 
ſea, went accompanied with two ſquiers ſtrait to the ha- 
uen: where going aſhoꝛe, he toke his way toward the 
pallace: and there kneeling befoze the Cmpcroz, deman⸗ 
ded to kiſe his hand, which the emperoꝛ would not ſuffer 
him to do beſoꝛe he had heard his meſſage, 

He had god hope to vnderſtand ſome god news ofhim, 
bceauſe the enchaunted bird had that day pꝛeſaged many 
ſignes of gladnes:Therefozedemanded what tidings he 
bzought. Sir, quoth the knight, J am the affectionate ſer⸗ 
uant of Marcomyr, him whoſe renowne alreadie hath ſo 
much relounded into your ears, who next after pou (the 
pereles paragon of chiualrie) is eſtæmed to be the beſt by 
triall and touch: he ſendeth me in al humblenes tobeſeech 
pon that pou will entertaine the king of Theſſaly, whom 
he bꝛingeth backfro T urkte, with ſuch honoꝛ as his wozth 
requireth:aſſuring vou they cannot be farfromthe hauen 
by this time, foz they were entering the mouth thereof, 
when the pilots began to ſtrike their ſails and to caſt their 
ankers as faſt as they could, | 

What god tidings isthis J heare , quoth the Cmpe- 
ro2 : and ſo roſe vp from his chaire of ſtate + In truth J 
could not with that thing which might moze content and 
ſatiſfie my mind then this, Riſe vp,knight my friend, that 
J mayembzace the in recompence of the great toy thou 
bꝛingeſt me now. As he had ſpoken thoſe wozds, he tur- 
ned himſelle towards his Barons witha laughing and 
gratious countenance, going on in his ſpeech thus: Tome 
my loꝛds let 9s all goe to receiue this courteous Theſſali- 
an pꝛince, and the knight whom J haue ſo long deũred to 
ſ&, remitting the diſcourſe of his deliueraunce, to ſome. o⸗ 
ther time of better leaſure. Ik it pleaſe your maieſtie, qd, 
he, this hath beene one ofthe moſt admirable aduentures 
pou euer heard talke of, and foztune hath ben ſo p2oſpe- 
_ rous and fauozable to him, that he hath not only deliuered 
Eey the 
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the king of Theſſalie, but he b2ingeth with him moꝛeo⸗ 
uer a very fair ladie which is daughter tothe great Turk. 
Of this was the Emperoz moze aſtoniſhed, when he 
pꝛaied Ozalias to tell him by what meane he had conque⸗ 
red the damſell: which when the knight had very quick⸗ 
ly recounted him, he went to put on his robes, comman⸗ 


ding Docles and all the other Nobles of his court to doe 


the like. At the laſt Ozalias withdzew himſelfe a little to⸗ 
wards his coufins louer, to tell her the newes which ſh# 
longed ſo faine to heare of a certaintie: but ſe who had 
ben —.— of all thinges befoze by one of her pages, 
came hand in hand with her mother towards him, being 


both lifted into ſo ſuddaine toy, that they therewith ſer⸗ 


med both rauiſhed of their ſenſes. The QAucne embꝛaced 
him not without apparant token of great amitie, deman⸗ 
ding him if Marcomyr were nere at hand, and whether 
he bꝛought in his company the king her huſband: where⸗ 
to he anſwered, they might wel be both in the hauen, and 
it will not be long befoze they arriue in the pallace, foz 

they arc here expected, | 
By the helpe of God J ſhall goe met them, quoth the 
Queen, fo2 J cannot remain ſo long idle vntil they come: 
ſaping thus che toke her way with Celeſtin and all her 
damſels, as quickly as they could ſet foꝛ ward, ſo that Mar- 
comyr who was in the foꝛecaſtle of the ſhtp with the king 
bchoiditig the godly cittie) knew them as karre off as he 
could diſerne them. Foꝛ the ardent deſire where with he 
loued Celeſtina, did adminiſter pꝛobable coniectures to his 
iuagement therefo2c he ſaid thus to the king, my loꝛd be⸗ 
bold without doubt the Nugene and vont daughter, who 
as fat as I can ſæ no, could not tarte foꝛ our comming. 
J requett vou let vs goe ou ſhoze to entertaine them, and 


let vs not make the time long, which they thought to a⸗ 


bꝛicge, tab. ing the paine to come ſo far to met vs, ©0 
pꝛeſently they went both on tand, foz the great deſire 


ne 


they had both to be nere her, whoſeremembzance could | 


* 
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neuer out ol their minds, by no diſtance of place which 
might depꝛiue them of their pꝛeſence. 

So that the Au ene who ſcantly knew the king her 
hnſband(ſo much did his long griſely haire, and his beard 
grown out of faſhion miſhape him)meting him at aduen⸗ 
ture, thus beſpake him: fair loꝛd are pou that king of Zheſ- 
ſalie foꝛ whom this wofull heart of mine hath endured ſo 
much ſoꝛrow : I beſech pon tell me quickly and hold not 
her long in ſuſpence, who now knoweth vou not, being 
ſo much changed as vou are. Madame anſwered the king, 
J maruell not if pou miſknow me now, conſidering the 
lapſe of time that pour eies haue diſcontinued their office 
vpon me, the which ſurely the integrity of loue hathmade 
it ſerme far longer to vs both, albeit the accuſtomable res 
nolation ofycares doth neuer augment noꝛ diminiſh his 
natural courſe one onelp minut : notwithſtanding J am 
the ſame king pour huſband who haue felt moze paſſions 
ſo: yonr abſence, thenfoz the anguith oꝛ toꝛment which 
bis miſerable captinity could peld him. But ſing the 
immoztai: God doth me this fauoꝛ to ſe vou pet once as 
gaine, betoꝛe his paſſible bodie abandon my ſoule (the 
moſt affen ionat de ſire that it had during my tribulation) 
let moꝛtal A tropos tome nom when che plealeth: A uring 
pou I ſhall not fœle th.* ſtinging pꝛic k of his dart if ſhe fa⸗ 
noꝛiſe me neuer ſo little bet mene your armes. When 
this ſperch was done, they embꝛated one another by the 
middles, remaining a god white in one anothers arms ſo 
faſt, that none might behold them without heading ſome 
tears of compaſſion : in the mean while Celeſtm:1 enter» 
tained Marcomyr with ſo manp amourous cherithings, 
that the eaſc and content ſde rec eines in her hart did make 
the ſuperficics of her therkes, and all the reſt of her vilthle 
parts very god witneſſes thereof. ©otgat this mutuall 
and recipꝛoc al bliiſe of their ſpirits, uuming in the cur⸗ 
rent of ioy did kepe theic tengu ca rem then duty, which 
paſſon ſceming tu b. tier to the e , the world fetch 
C20 thenr. 
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them out of that trance , when ſhe toke the knight hy the 
one hand and Celeſtina tn the other, ſaping to the king her 
huſband thus: my loꝛd, fe? here a dar! ahter which pou be⸗ 
gat at pour departure out ol Thelalie, who may thinke 
her ſelle hap pie aboue all other lining inthis would, ſeeing 
by the mea ue of her deſtinie pou are gotten out of pꝛiſon, 
J reduced to my foꝛmer iop.and ſhe accompanied With the 
boſt accomplithed knight that beareth arms. 

Great was the gladunelle ol the king, ſo'tng a damſell 
ſo beautiful and well nurtured being his daughter, whom 
he held long time in his arms beloꝛe he could let her go, 
taking both of them ſuch pleaſure in this recognilance, 
and naturall homage of lather and daughter, that with 
ample reicuiſaunce their hearts had almoſt both fapled, 
And ſo fell it out alſo betweene Marcomyr and the queene, 
who could neuer ſufficiently thanke him, and commend 
his vnſpeakeable pꝛowelle and inagnanimitie, 

In the meane time the Cmpcrour had commaunded 
two hacknies and a palfrte richly harnefſed to be Þ8nght 
to the hauen, and would by all means go thither bumlelle 
with all his barons: by means whereof,-;rrining vppon 
the Ray, he alighted from his hozſe to dee the moꝛe honoz 
to the king of Theſſalie: and ſcirig him ſo poꝛe and 
tranſfigtured, could not chuſe but le{ the tears run downe 
his eyes. Then went the king ta bow himſelle befoze the 
Emperour, who imbꝛaced him in moſt amiable manner, 
ſaying: Py dere b2other let vs pꝛaiſe our ſoueraigne 
L 02d God, who hath deliuered vou from out of the hands 
of our common enemie, wherein u Jbenowa moſt iop⸗ 
ful man ſoꝛ pour recouerie, I reteiued noleſle diſpleaſure 
and greeſe fo2 your impꝛiſonment, being mp ſelfe as you 
know, in the Turks power at that time, albe it he graun- 
ted me kar greater libertie then you, which he did only to 
ayd himſelle with my right hand: the deſire whereok to e⸗ 
{cape his ſeruitude, conſtrained me to commit againſt pou 
à moſt fignallerrour,and ſuch as J know is moſt truely 

rep2chen- 
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repꝛehenſible: but the inertiful God who pardoneth free- 
ly the offences ofthe repentant, hath in his pittie loked 
vpon vs, and by his infinit bountie hath bꝛought all vnto a 
happy end, 

Sir, quoth the king, J haue alreadie vnderſfod all this 
whole diſcourſe from Marcomyt, whereof J can giue pou 


no blame, ſe ing you could not doe withall : not withſtan⸗ 


ding let vs omit theſe occaſtons paſt, now it hath pleaſed 
the loueraigne and tuff iudge to ſhew an apparent mi⸗ 
racle by my deliuerance, to the end that J thould come 
my ſelle in per ſon to pꝛeſent vou the extreame affection 3 


haue to obep you in all things tome poſſible, Be certatne - 


bꝛother, then replied the Emperour, that the moſt melo⸗ 
dious harmonie which che celeſtiall oꝛgans can turne to 
re ioice me, did neuer make mp ſpirits moꝛe glad, then 
doth now pour comming with the knight who hath bene 
. pour deliuerance, to uhome J am content io foꝛgiue the 
; ſozrrow(thele wozds he ſpake ſmilinglp) hee hath cauſed 
me, fruſtrating mine ctes vntill now, ok the fruition of his 
pꝛeſente. 

Marcomyr who demeaned bimſelke very modeſt and 
humble befo2c him, ſctting one kn on the ground began 
ſagely on this manner; Redoubted pꝛince, it I haue ſome⸗ 


times pꝛouoked your Maicfties diſpleaſure, Teonlefſe 1 


heue incurred ſuch prmition as t ſhall pleaſe vou to lay 
vpou me, and J will moſt willingly indure to laſhion mp 
elfe the better vnto your ſernice, wherein T deſire to im⸗ 
ploy my ſelſe indiũt inctly, accoꝛding to your thoughts, pea 
when it were togo knocke furtoully againf the gate of 
death: whereof I ſuppoſe ſhall giue you a god eſtimony 
the tommaund vou ſhall giue me when it thall belt ſæme 
god vnto your aieſtie hoping to execute it in ſuch ſoꝛt, 
as you ſhall well know with what affection he ſpeaketh, 
who ündeth himſelfe orcatly bounden buto pon. And to 
the end you knobothe name ofone of your moſt volunta⸗ 
rie laues, J am Macomyr, de ſlinate to ſerue por beloꝛe 
my 
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my i1tſuit(e.-who pꝛap von in all humilitie, to pardon and 
banilh out of pour memozte,that wherein by the difgrace 
of Foztune, Imay hane offended pon! fo2 Jncuer did it 
fo: any other reſpec hi betauſe J wanted the hard ine lle 
to appeare vnmozthiln befoze your Paieſtie, ſo that J 
tall neuer rife ſtom this place again, befoꝛe it pleaſe pou 
to giue me pour hant to kiſle, in ſigne of your lr and li⸗ 
vt tall grauiit of pardon, | 
The Emperaur ſceing him ſo faire and gratious ſpea- 
king what he would, maruelled me? of all how nature 
had iodged in one only body ſomany graces and perfecl- 
ons: Wherefo2e calling his armes about his necke ; you 
doe me quoth he, ſo much honour offering me foz leruice 
pour vnſpeah cable Pꝛo weſſe and valoz, that I ſhouid o⸗ 
wermuch loꝛget my ſeifif J did not pardon you(ſeing pars 
don of me peu deſire) albe it by you J am nothing at all en⸗ 
dommaged dee binder : and J dee not only impart this 
favour vnto pon, but farther Jaccept and retaine pon as 
mind owner pꝛoper ſon. At Ye end of theſe woꝛds, Marcos 
myt Kiſſed his hand by fozce, then embzaced Diocles, who 
gaue him like honcrrable entertalnement: e next came 
Abenurq towarts him almoſt tranſpoztcd with top, ſap⸗ 
ing: Truly bꝛaue knight, as glad am J of your comming 
into this coutt. as great is the obligation whereby J ſhel 
find my lc. aim lle beholding vnto you : fo2 a begin 
ning of the iatiſfad ion whereof, I could not at this time 
ſhew better euidente then to render pꝛaiſe to the Tircooz 
ok all things, to fill pou with the happines that this com⸗ 
pany witheth you , hauing deſired fo much pour pꝛeſence 
in een fight withent longer concealing cf pcur ſelle. 
Marcomyi tetogniſhed him in continent, and lo ſi t locd 
hun againe many tokens of amitie and gad will then ap⸗ 
pꝛoching Ar cedes àiſd all the other knights ant VL arcrs, 
be laluted them moſt ceurteouſip 2 and if they were aba⸗ 
Med at his pzoweſie 4 maegnonimitie the tep of the icu⸗ 
Ring, arte moze were they now auc nil ed at his godly 
7 appcas 


F / 


Coleſtina the Faire, 


zppearance,and liuelp beautſe,after he had diſarmed him 
ſelle as pou ſhall — and by. 

zu the mean time Ozalias went to ſeteh hid Varenci- 
da front the ſhip : who much marnelled to behold ſo bꝛaue 
ardmagutficenta crue of nobles, when ſhe demaunded in 
what countrte they were landed, Madame qd.the ÞP2ince, 
this cittie ts called Conſtantinople,and among that ſlou⸗ 
tiſhing troupe of knights who attend fo2 vs at the ſhoꝛe, 
you ſhall anone know the Emperour Cleodomyr, who 
hath votichfafed to come fo farre to reteme the king of 
Thellalie, and the knight who hath delmered hun out of 
pꝛiiſon: and pou pour ſelfe ſhall iudge him ſo pꝛudent and 
vertuous apzince by the honour, gratious entertainment 
and god welcome he will giue pou (if once he know who 
you are that you ſhall not repent this pour volage, were 
it but foz hauing knowledge of him onlp. Ah w:etched 
creature that J am quoth ſhe then, how accurſed and diſa⸗ 
ſtred am J to fall now into the handes of ſo capitall an e⸗ 
nemic ol my kather? And continnuing her inue aue with 
manp ſighes andſobs, Ozalia« did all he might tocomfozt 
her by all wap of humanitie, replping to her thus, Be not 
grieued fo2 any thing Madame, but bee of god cheare, 
hoping your aſtairs ſhall pꝛoſper better then pou thinke, 
And what can there befo2tune me, quoth ſhe incontinent, 
which doth not agrauate my matyꝛdome: If Je Ocum- 
tes mp deare huſband, it fhall bee but with inſuppsztable 
heart ſo2row that we ſhall both fle, finding our ſelues 
both captines to the woꝛll aduerſarie we haue. Fozget 
the king Ocurires J belæch peu then laid the knight, ſee⸗ 
ing ta his ted is found a ſeignioꝛ, who loving yon with⸗ 
out compariſon moꝛe then he euer did, defircth nothing 
cls but to aduance you to the height and ſumptuoũtie of 
the bꝛaucſt cſtates: to the end that ſcing your lelke obct- 
ed, nay reverenced of no ſmall number of lubieas, whs 
are alrcadie pours, vou may thinke therebp how pou map 


line content all the reſt of pour life . And therefoze faire 
__ Ff ladis 


217 


215 T he deleflable Hiſtorie of 


ladie ouerwearie not from hencefo2th pour tpirit , refe- 
aing from pour unagination thoſe thinges which bing 
with them no toy , eſpecially now that in humble ſo2t 3 
requeſt peu to entertaine with comelp and ioiful counte- tt 


. nance the Emperour Cleodomyr, of whoſe reiall vertue Y | 
| J afure my ſelfe ſo much in this place that he will ſheu 5 
pou greathono? foꝛ my ſake, U 


The God ahound refuſe me then replied ſhe, if Ae- \ 
ucr ſpeake vnto him by my god will, no2 vnto any of his 
court, fo2 J fœle my ſpirits to weake in their powers to ( 
carrie my life far from this place: which J may cefteeme | 

| 
| 


the beſt content that might come to me, it being to ine ſo 
wocfull a thing to liue in this ſeruile miſerie, that J re- 
pute mp ſelfe woꝛſe then a ſenceles creature, and without 
reaſon altogether, Ozalias who heard her vtter theſe ſpe: 
ches with ſuch a countenance and affeaion, which ſermed 
not counterfeit, had ſome compaſſion on her, when taking 
her by the arme, he bꝛought her to ſhoꝛe moꝛe by loꝛce 
then by her free will, where the Emperour and the other 
| nobles recetued her very gratiouſly, but ſhe would neuer 
| bow befoꝛe him, noꝛ make anſwer to any thing they ſaid 
vnto her, whereat the troupe both of the Barons and of 
the people alſo who !aked vpon her, were much aſtonied, 
ſo that calling her a woman of a manly and robuſt cou- 
rage, they ſaid nature had failed in making of her a wo⸗ 
man. Then being mounted all on hoꝛſebacke, they take 
their wap all in moſt roiall aray towards the pallace, 
whence the Cmp2eſſe deſcended into the baſe court tore- 
ceiue the king of Theſſalie and the knight Marcomyrhis 
deltuerer ; whoafter the welcommings and embzacings 
ol the king, kiſſed honourablicher hand, and likewiſe Phi- 
loctiſtaes, whom he beſought in moſt humble ſozt to ac- 
cept Marcncida foʒ her companion, and to giue her ſom? 


pꝛiuiledge to be nære her, being ſhe was a ladpextraced 
of an illuſtrious and rotall blod, 


Dcignioz Marcomyr anſwered the infant, X moſt wil 
hngly 
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lingly graunt vou pour requeſt : ſoꝛ the loue of pou both, 
and can eſteme my ſelſe very happie to haue ſo noble and 

t tious a gage nære me, of peu the moſt perfen among 
the beſt accempliſhed knigbts: fo that aſſure your ſeif ſhe 
thall not haue in my cempany any wozſe vſage then mine 
ownc pꝛoper perſen. And pou madam. qd, the to the Tur⸗ 
kiſh pꝛincelle, eſteœme that you! come to be now nere her 
who will honoz and loue you as her (cif, 

Marencida hearing theſe gratious wo2ts of Philocri- 
{a,and the ſequeſtration whereby Marcomyr did conſign 
het vp to this ladie, thought ſhe mmuſt nads be the Empe⸗ 
coꝛs daughter, bp-means wherect making a low ccurte⸗ 
ſie, ſhe ſhewed her a moze toifull face, then ſhe had as pet 
done to any bodie, whereof Philocriſta was glad, and did 
interpꝛete it to her aduantage, taking her ſtraite waies 
by the band: and afterward when euery body was gone 
bp into the great chamber, lead her to ſit downe hard by 


Celeſlina, to whom ſhe ſaid thus, ſnuling: Madam J take 


this Damſell in pour place, now the knight Marcomy t is 
tome, foꝛ J know that hercaſter our company ſhal diſcon- 
tinue, moꝛe then it hath done, becauſe reaſon and yeurfa- 


tall loues will you to pꝛefer him befoꝛe me, albeit I can- * 


not thinke therefoꝛe pou will foꝛget me. 

Madame replied Celeſtina, we are both pour s, in him 
haue you ſo god part, as pon ſhall find yonr ſelle no leſſe 
abaſhed then content when you know him, who ſhall put 
you gut af all feare that J ſhould ener foꝛget our tet ipꝛo⸗ 
call amitie, albeit the ſingular deuotion which J haue to 
remam perpetually pour humble couſin and better friend 
map aduertiſe pou ſufficientip of mp conſtancv. 

I thanke vou in all kind afiecion fo2 pour offer, quoth 
Philocriſta, foꝛ the accepticn whereof, J can well allure 
vou, there is no Daml(ellin Curope moze pours then. 4 
am: whereof ſhall ginc pou eertatae knowledge, the firſt 
thing wherein you ſhal aſſay my moze then litle power. 
in regard of the god will J haue to doe you any pleaſure: 

; oi { and 
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ant as tonching this point wherein pou ſay J ſhall make 
bndoubtfull pꝛofe of the conſeruation of our mutuall ami⸗ 
ty, vou map thinke 3 thall be molt glad to vnderſtand it 
pe cſently, 

Therein ſhall vou ſec your deſire ſone ſatiſficd replied 


- Celeſtina, fo2 thinges cannot now be any longer diſlem⸗ 


bled, whoſe bappie ſucceffe ſhall teſtiſle their god and lau⸗ 
dable beginning: During theſe gratious enterparlies of 
theſe ladies, ſent the Emperoꝛ to diſarme Nlarcomyr and 
Oxalias into a plate whether Diocles and Abemmmq would 
needs connoy them: and in the meane time the king of 
Thellalie made to them the whole diſcourſe of his mira⸗ 
culous deliverance, 

But the pꝛinceſſe Marencida who caſt her eies al about 
in euery toꝛner, calling to mind the riches and high e- 
ſtates of her father,didnot make any great account of the 
emperours court, which was then vnfurniſhed of knights 
fo2 that this ſuddain arriual was not erpeged noꝛ known 
ol but one houre befoze , By meanes whercof Marencida 
caſily ſuppoſed his magnificeiice and ſtatelines not to ba 
ſuch as it was deemed, as oftentimes it commeth to paſſe 


to thoſe that are caried away with any particular affect - 


on iu the iidgement of things,the which they alwaies in- 
terpꝛete againſt the ſounder opinion, So this damſell hy 
ning her ſpit it moſt occupied and eloid with the remem⸗ 
bꝛante ofher miſtoꝛtune, cenſured the reputation x wealth 
of the Emperoꝛ, ſuch as you may infer bp the ſpœch which 
the began, fetching a der pe ſigh from the center oſ her bo⸗ 
die in this ſoꝛt. Dau know Emperor of Conſtantinopls 
how the pompe and ſumptuoſitie of mp fathers houſe er⸗ 
ceedeth the richeſt p2inces of the woꝛld, and what a num⸗ 

— o puiſlant kings peeld hun hommage and feaitte , fo2 

ou haue haunted his court long inough to know ſo much. 


Where if peu were fo hardic and adventurous as to ſlay 


without dꝛead of them (as all the wozld knoweth) the 
great Zuriemy deccaſed ouncl? doe but thinke J pzap 
you 
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vou ſvhat mulk be the perpleritie andheartsſozrow of his 
miſerable Damlell iniuriouſſy taken away from his coun⸗ 
tries, and after wards by ſtealth bꝛought into pour doini- 
nion. WUherein me thinketh to veryfic the renowne that 
is daily ipꝛe ad abꝛoad of vou, vou ought to take pittic at 
mine aduerſitie, and rather to lament and be ſoꝛrie fo2 it, 
then to gloꝛy and moche as I [re vou doe: conſidering in⸗ 
tonſtant fo:tanc is to fickle and variable that The turneth 
her ſmiling and lauonrable countenance at cuerp winke 
of an eie. | 
This J lap nat to induce pouto gratific 02 hononr mer 
the moꝛe in your court, becauſe death were far moze ac- 


ceptable to me then anp life ſuch as J alreadie endure : 


wherefoze I require pou againe (if requeſt J muſt nds 
make to ſuch anaduerſarte) to adulſe hereafter to con- 
ſerue pour reputation ſo, that 5 purchaſe no blaine which 
may offend mine honour,and pou ſhall doe much as well 
fo: my ſoꝛrowfull conſolation, as foꝛ the increaſe of your 
vwne pꝛaiſe. TUhcti ſhe had vttered theſe ſparrhes, the 


pꝛinceſle began to complaine in ſuch ſtrange maner,that 
the emperour himſelfe did pittie her, and could not chuſe 


but anſwer her thus: J vndexſtand vers well what pou 
ſay,and I know better that feminine choller which now 
enrageth pour ſpirit, making vou tranigreſſe the limits 
of god manners aud modeſt ie: not being ignoꝛaunt how 
the puigance ol pꝛinces is leſſe then nothing, when God 
duth reſiſt and and againſt them: wherevpon we muit 
make our full reſolution, that we cannot doe any gan ad 
but accoꝛding to his will, by the which 4 was carried as 
it pleaſed hun into the Granſiegnioꝛs pour vncles court, 
and Iſweare and pꝛoteſt befoꝛe him to whome all things 
are knowone (J will not otherwiſe be laued at the end of 
my daies it I ſiue him, oꝛ euer thought to doe it, Having 
then into tw frech me moꝛie the honour whicha little be⸗ 
loꝛe I reccined ol him: this inderd, depꝛiued hun ol the 
damſell which he detained by foꝛce, ta put her againe into 
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bis hands, to whome by right ſhe appertained: wherein 


in mine opinion, F committed none offence, ſe ing he vn. 


iuſtly withheld her, pꝛofaning the ſacred la wes of ropall 
cquitic, And fo2 that the ſage and wile alwaies take in 
amd part as well aducrſe as pꝛoſperous ſoꝛtune, J aſſure 
my ſelfe madame, vou ſhall haue no moze cauſe to be ſoꝛie 
hereafter, when yer thall vnderſtand yen were conque- 
red by the moſt courteous and bzauc knight who lines at 
this day vndet the ſtars, Marcomyr by name, the very 
ſame who vanquiſhed in Helleſpont king Ocurites pour 
huſband, O thꝛiſe accurſed that J am(erclaimed the dam⸗ 
(ell then) whoſe rauuther, who hath ſhut me tu here by the 
means of an inexoꝛable gut of ſea, tauſed the impꝛiſonmtt 
of tho king mvderre huſband { Now ſhould J alluredly 
haſten on the laſt hower of my liſe,ſceing that hauing him 
in my ceuntric, where by acrucll and ſhamefull death J 
might haue bene rruenged ol him eaſily, J knew not he 


was the reuer and pyꝛat who betraicd mp huſband. O 


Fo:tune how doeſt thou in all things ſhe w thy ſelfe to 


much mine enemie, bunging me into ſuch perplexity that 
tannot gine my ſelf the moꝛtal attaint, to ſend my ſoule 


out of this auife of affliction, in which J fle mp ſelfe (0 
deepelp plunged, that J ſe no better remedie to get out, 
then to launch mp ſelfe cruelly vpon the dart ol the im⸗ 
placable A tropos. Sure ly thou art ſo ſpightful againſt 

that I can haue no hope by pꝛaiers to'mone thy merct 


but may ſay iuſtly, the heauen hath bene far better aſpe 


ed towards me then thou pꝛoſperous oꝛ faucurable; and 
ſoit is he ttet Jrefolue to indure patiently mp miſhaps, 
ſtring all things erofſe me ſo, that I cannot in them find 
the leaſt ſparke of fauour. 

The end el theſe woꝛds bzenaht downe ſuch abonn⸗ 
dance ot tears from Marcicidaes tts, and lo great num 
ber of ſighs began to riſe from her heauichrart, that ſhe 
remained a long while reſembling nothing but lome mad 
ſenceleſſe cicalure,filling the aire with fuch lamentable 

| cricg 


Celeſlina the Faire. 


crics and ſobs , as no humaine care hath heard the like, 
Therewith was Dhilocriſta much mmued to pitic + com- 
paſſion, carieng her ſuddainly into her chamber, where 
ſhe ſo laboured by all god counſails and conſolations to 
quiet her, that ſhe diminiſhed part of her rage and mad- 
neſſe, There will we leaue them togither in this paciſi 
cation, to returne to the god knight Marcomyr, who diſ- 
armeth himſelie in the meauc time, to the end to appeare 
in pꝛeſence befoze the Emperour, with luch pompe as his 
roiall excellencie did require. 


CHAP. XXX, 


The honeſt and gratious conference had berweene Marco- 
} __— Emperour, the Empreſle, and Dlocles :and how 

afterward he cauſed humſelf to be baptized, to be fianced 
immediatly after to his faire ladie Celeſtina. 


Arcomyr being diſarmed he put vp- 
on his backe a ſumptuous ano rich 

iacket, beſet round about with 
7 pearles, and other rare pꝛetious 

tones of great # ineſtimable valoz: 
the which he cauſed to be made be⸗ 
HM fozc he departed outof the kingdom 
of Tarſus after the moderne and 


neweſt faſhion, vſed then amongſt the moſt magnificent 
kings of Aũa, with intention to were it the firlt day her 


tame befoꝛe the emperour : ſuch a ſplendoꝛ did this roiall 


veſtement giue to the naturall beautie of Marcomyr, that 
he dzewall the bcholders into admiration, and eradly to 
remarke the Phiſiognomie and lineature of his counte⸗ 
nance,one might haue caſily iudged him to reſemble much 
his father who engendꝛed him: but they were out ol this 


thought : ſo that Diocles taking him then by the _ 
| ep 
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they went and ſat dovine both ſo by the Emperour, who { 
hearing all the tourt to ſpeake of nothing but ol the er⸗ 
treame deſire which they hadto know of whot racc he | 
was diſcended, began te ſpeake vnto him ti this manner, | 
Marcomyr mꝝ deare ſriend, it behoueth yon now no 
moe to touer your (rife from me, hauing cui famcus: 
flour iſhing renowne pierced tothe foure cozners of this 
baſc and terreſtriall region: tellme then J p2ap pou of 
what parents are pou iſlued and all the reſt, whereviuto 
poi may thinke cur earcs will be attentiue to hearken. 
Graticus loꝛd quoth he, to peu whem I hold foꝛ my liege 
ſtegnioꝛ can I not cloake honcſtly any thing which pou 
map deſire to know of me, foꝛ 4 ſhould thinke mp ſelle vn⸗ 
wezthic of pour preſence in diſembling vnto pen the fin- 
ceritie et my heatt; now ve then Jem ſon to the Quan 
of Carſus, the moit aſtecttenate handmaid and perpetual 
louer cf pour maieſi ie, who by a ſtrange aduenture am 
come ſar fro the conifines of inp khingdome, fo lone as J 
knew who wes mpfather: whercef J was aiwales ig⸗ 
nozant beſoꝛe. The cccalion oſ my temming into our 
court was the renowne and high pꝛalſes of Celeſtma, to 
whole ſcruice 5 fi me ly belctue the ſatall Deftinies haue 
ſubmitted me euer fince wy natiuitie, ſoꝛ the loue ol no o⸗ 
(her ladie liuing did cuer get place inmp ſpirit, Which 
bath cit an intolieraple palſion in knowing it (elf uvnwoz⸗ 
thie to purchaſe her grace, and lelle to gaine acceſle and 
feueur in pour court. There made he vnto him the whole 
vilccut ſe of the old beldame, vhs appeared to him ſitting 
vpon the fot of a ſtone pillar, in the cloiſters oſ his palace, 
and what ſhe told him, blamung him fo2 the idle and delict- 
ous lite he ic d. ct ping filent nc uertheleſſe how the certi- 
ſied him to be his ſonne, betauſe he referued that to ma⸗ 
niteſt it vnto hin: laft of all other matters , il he did not 
tollicite him moʒ e inſt antly. He larther pꝛotetded, how 
bauing till that dap lived like an infidell, and aſter the 
Alcoꝛan ot Pahomet, he did purpoſe with a ſncete vous 
on 
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tion to become a Chꝛiſtian. and to receiue the holy ſacra⸗ 
ment of baptiſme, Tel here vnto a certaine devine inſting 
did pꝛouoke him, which the moſt Higheſt of all gods did | 
put in his mind: and alſo not foꝛ to loſe her whom he lo⸗ / 
ned with ſo toꝛdiall a zeal, that without her only he could | 
not liue one halle quarter of an hower: albert in doing þ 
ſo he loſt the hope of ener returning againe into his king- } 
dome of T arſus, 
WUWhyen the Cmpero; vnderſtod theſe things, he aſſu⸗ 
red htimſeife incontinent, Marcomyr mult nerds be his fon 
by the pꝛompt and ſummarie ſupputation he made of his 
age and ofthe time he was inthe pꝛouince of Palmetie, 
where the Querne his mother by a ſubtil deuiſe had for 
fance of his loue: bp meanes whereof he became ſhame⸗ 
kaſt a little in bcholding the Empꝛelle, whcrofthe purple 
coul2ur which made his face bluſh ſhe wed a cleare ſigne, 
lo the vermilien tincture thereof went and came in ſuch 
loꝛt, that the E mꝑꝛeſſe and al thoſe of the ſame ſide where 
ger chaire offtate was ſet, perceiued it well: but ſhe only . 
ſuſpeded what the matter might be, calling to mind the A 
fine trickes the Quarne of Tarſus plaid her, as the Em⸗ 
peroꝛ himſelfe had ſometime told her: albeit the as a las 
die pzudent and of great diſcretion made as though ſhe | 
had known nothing: and the Emperoz thenremembzing 9 
at the ſame inſtant the perfeaions of Marcomyr, accuſed 
himlſelſc of great ſimplicity to be aſhamed of ſo perfect a 
ptete ofa woꝛke: therefo2e calling to him zgaine his foz- 
mergladnes and ſpech,beſpake hun thus: Pp dear friend 
Marcemyr, ſurely J loue and eſteme youmuch moze then 
beloꝛe, hẽ aring pou ſay you are ſon to that Qucene which 
bath honoured me ſo much in her countries: whoſe onely | 
namc,reſcunding iu mme eares make me call to memos | 
ric the expivits I did there: ſo that J cannot expꝛeſſe mp 
lop,eſpectally let ing you relolned to renounce paganiime 
andthe heathen ſect of peur gets, to retuce pour ſelie to- 
tallz to our faith, nd mine aduiſe herein is,that thinges 
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be not pꝛolonged to muth, but that to moꝛrow moꝛning 
you rect iue the holy characo2 of Chꝛiſtiandome, and by 
the ſame meane vnder one to be celebꝛated alſo the ſolem⸗ 
nitie of pour atkianting with madame Celeſtma:foz rea⸗ 
lon willeth in this caſe we haſten your attempt, (ng fo; 
her ſake you haue endyred ſo many trauels, and fozſaken 
ſuch a kingdoms as pours is, the ertendue, riches, and fer: 
tilitie whercofis notathing uvnknowne tome. To vn 
derſtand Marcomyr was aking, were meruellous glad 
the king and Nucene ok Theſalie, and far moꝛe without 
compariſon when they were certified ofthe firſt degree ok 
his gcnealogie : of which the Emperoz would not pet 
make any further enquirie, vntill he had better contecture 
ofthe truth: but well he knew how to alter his talke: and 
falling with a god detoꝛum from one thing into another, 
they conferredtaifnily together till ſupper time when the 
tables were ſpꝛead thozow the court, 4 

In meane time the Empꝛeſſe and the Quene with: 
02zew themſelues into their chambers, leaning the king 
and Marcomyr to ſup with the emperoꝛ, where they were 
magniftcently ſcrucd,not only wich erquiſit and rare di 
ches, but had alſo of all ſoꝛts of muſicall Jnſtruments, 
which they vſe at the repaſtes of great pꝛintes. T he ta» 
bles beuig taken vp, the Emperoꝛ pꝛaid the king of Thel⸗ 
ſalie to retire himſelfe to the Queen his deare wife, ſe&ing 
the time did then require to be a little together without 
anybeholde rs to ſtand by. Whervnto he willingly ac co: 
dcd,as well to gratific him therein, as to quenchthe deſire 
which might ſtirre him foꝛ wars to reconqueft the place, 
where no refuſall was made at the entrance, und whcre 
the long diſtance of veares wherein he endured (each ſuffe- 
rance, bid ſo much moꝛe augment his foꝛtes. Yet he did at 
his wifes requeſt cut his hatre and trun his beard, ans fo; 
hun were quickly inade very rich habilunt ts, to be onthe 


moꝛrow pꝛeſont at the betrothing of his daughter in ſuch 


array and ſumptuous attire as dio beleem his rotal cffate. 
At 
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At the length Marcomyr remained alone with the Em- 
peroꝛ, who deſired fo affectionately to know if he were his 
ſonne,that being not able to endure anp longer this dil⸗ 
quiet thought which troubled his ſpir it, he toke hima lit⸗ 
tle aſide with inſtant p2aier to teil him the very troth 

Sir, quoth Marcomyrthen, Surelp I tan no longer con- 
teale it from pcu, ſeeing you ſo caretull to know, albeit J 
had rather hold ny peace a great deale, knowing my ſelfe 
vawozthie of ſuch generation, by reaſon oſmyto litle va⸗ 
loꝛ: not wuhſtanding to obey your requeſt, know that vou 
pour ſelfe begat me in the cittie of Allarin in the king- 
dome of Palmerie, the ſame night pou toke very gratiou- 
flp your tongie of the Queene my mother, Who being du⸗ 
tp aduertiſed ofthe perfeaions which Nature had beſtow⸗ 
ed vpon yon abone all others, was ſo ardently enamou⸗ 
red ol vou, that being vnable to reſiſt the impaticnt deſire 
which made her moze yours then her owne, ſhe found 
meanes to acquaint her ſelfe with pou bp the vettue of a 
certaine potion mired with many dꝛugs, that a moſt ex- 
pert Pagitian had compoſed foz her: the wozking wher- 
ol was ſo vehement, that pour vitall ſpirits could not pꝛe⸗ 
uaile ſo much, but they remained attainted, and opp2efſed 
with ſuch an allured foꝛgetfulnes, as ſhe had craftelp of 
pou, that which by pꝛaiers ſhe did deſpaire to obtain. And 
this au hath not ſo much diſpleaſed God, but he hath per- 
mitted to be pꝛocreated thereby a deuout creature of his, 
who evidently knoweth the P2edeſtination, vato which 
cuer ſince his nauitic he ſubnutted it. Which is my ſelfe 

your moſt humble ſon and obedient ſeruant: to whom it 

ſemeth impoſſible this extream deſire, ſhould not giue you 
ſome pꝛeſumption ofthe matter, when pon ſhall haue cer⸗ 

taine aſſurance,by the remembꝛance which may nowre- 
freſh your memozie of that which happenedbetwanepou 
both . But ſhe gaue me mo2eoner at my departure from 
Tarſus a gage, whereby pou ſhall further ſe moe ap. 

parent tokens of the truth,commanding me to deliner zf 
Gay vnto 
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bnto you by the which yon map cal to mind the like wher⸗ 
of ſhe made you a pꝛeſent, when you were to depart from 
her countries: and Celeſtina now bath it in poſſeſſion, if 
ſhc haue not loſt oꝛ put it awap. 

Of all this myſterie would ſhe not tell me the leaſt 
woꝛd, till the old beldame which put Celeſtina into mp 
thoughts, hadbefoze giuen me to vnderſtand. Fo: che 
dzeaded (a thing which ſwne after came to paſſe) that J 
would abandon my kingdome to take mp ioꝛuep towards 
you to (crue inthe ſuite of your court. The defire with 
which J found my ſelfe after ward inflamed fo2 the ſame 
purpoſc,hath ſo without all teaſe night and day pꝛouoked 
me fozward, that neuer perill oꝛ any aduenturous danger 
might diuert my ſpirit from employing it in thoſe things 
which might a little recommend me to pou, till the time 
that this chould come to pour notice: wherein albeit 3 
haue ſhewne lefſe then no Pꝛoweſſe and magnamitie, 
it muſt be to pou referred whence it is deriued, and to 
the deſire J haue therein to be known fqz pour ſon. 

Eternall God, then bꝛane the Emperoꝛ foꝛth foz toy, 
how happie haue J reputed my ſelle, reconering in ſo 
ſmall time a ſon ſo perfect and accompliſhed 2 Surely far 
moze then any humane tongue is able to expꝛeſſe: foz the 
vnſpeakeable top wherewith J feele my heart overcome, 
ſurpaſſeth the capacitie of the moſt eloquent and learned 
clarke who euer fo2 this effect might put pen to paper. Ah. 
Marcomyr my dearely begotten ſon, vndoubtedly J be⸗ 
[cue that which you tell me,confidering yon much reſem⸗ 
ble me by pour complerion and many other gifts, where- 
with nature hath endued me, and chiefly pour martial 
and heroicall courage, whereof all thoſe of mp blod haue 
ben heretofoze partakers , and albeit this laudable and 
pꝛetious fruition which J p2efenttp entop of pou, redoyn- 
dethalitle to the diſhonoꝛ of mine Empzeſſe,vet that doth 
alittle pierce mp heart, aſuring me her pꝛudencte and 
modeſtie will nat pertnit her to tare no; diſdaine me verp 


much. 
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much. How I perceiue how much J am bounden to loue 
the Queene pour mother, ſeeing ſhe hath taken ſuch pains 
fo2 me, that of her ſo cunning deceit wꝛought on me by 
night, there pzoceedeth ſo godly and rare frint. At the end 
of theſe woꝛds he ſtroned him with his hands on both his 
cherks, and giuing dim many \wet kiſſes with a moꝛe ſin⸗ 
gular affeq ion then can any father ſhew to his child, he 
pꝛoſecuted his ſpeech thus: Py ſonne J pꝛap denoutlie 
the creatoꝛ of ail the world to accept pou hereafter foꝛ his 
true and faithfull ſeruant, to the end ycar Pꝛobes and va 
liancie may ſhine and augment in you every day moꝛe £ 
mo2e,by the communication of our Chaiſtian faith, which 


pou ſhal receiue in the fount of holy baptiſme:and albeit in 


doing ſo you foꝛſake pour own kingdome, allure pour ſclfe 
pou ſhall find no leſſe crowne herein, beſide that which J 
ſhal giue vou. during mp life, x the future ſucceſſion which 
pon ſhal inherit after my death, 

Marcomyr made humble obeillance down to the ground 
to thank him and to kiſſe his hand, which he did with ſuch 
humilitie, that the teares diſtilled from the @mpero2s 
cies :bzought downe tho2ow the great top wherewith his 
heart felt it ſelfe rauiſhed: which being not able to abide 
ſo ſecretly ſhut in, foꝛced him to goe take the Empꝛeſſe in 
her chamber, whom at his firit entrance he kiſſed in all 
moſt honeſt aimitie, telling her this: J beleene madam pou 
haue heretotoꝛe held lo god opinion of my firme leialty, £ 
how coꝛdially J haue al the tune of mp life loued yon, that 
hcreaffer pe will not ſerke any better oꝛ moze ſufficient 
p:of: ſo that to ſpeak this vnto pou,inducetha little ſcruple 
which is not long ſince crept into my bꝛain, fearing leaſt 

oumifo@m mine honeſt cariage whe pou ſhal vnderſtad 

diſcourſe, But npt to ſuſfer this fantaſy to umpꝛint it ſelle 
further in pour ſpirit, pꝛoteſt beſeze God the only ſear» 
cher of mens harts,+ J wear vato you again by al Þ crea⸗ 


tures which aſliſt befoꝛe his tribunal ſeat, that neuer to 


my knowledge 4 wil, J haue not deſiled our mar lage bed; 
Gg it And 
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Andleſſe Thane infringed in woꝛd 02 derd the holp lawes 
ofmatrimonic, noꝛ polluted the iuniolable faith which 1 
haue pzomiſcy poi, But if I haue ben ſometunes ſo vnfoꝛ⸗ 
tunate, that ſome other woman beſide your ſelfe had ol me 
hy charmes and deceit, that which to pon onlp appertai⸗ 
ned, you ought not now to be ſo ſcuere and rigoꝛous, but 
to pardon me, ſœ ing J confeſſe mine indiſcret offence and 
oterſight, Albeit the fault did not pꝛocced from me, and 
that in that behalf J ſha! alwatres be found innocent. Ma⸗ 
dane, pott may well remember what herefoioze J told 
pou befoztuned me with the queenc of Tarſus in her coun⸗ 
tries, wherein the dꝛeame that pou dzeamed was net al⸗ 
together ſalle and vaine: foꝛ ſo much as by the acquain⸗ 
tance ſhe had of me by meane of her ſo2cerie and ſophiſti- 
cated beucrage which ſhe commarmided the pecman of 
her ſeller to gine me, hath ben engendzed Marcomyr the 
gentle knight. 

My loꝛd, anſwered the Empꝛelle, with a ſmiling and 
very gracious countenance, ſo ſon as cuer J ſaw Marco- 
myr,J aſſured that to be true which youſay,he reſemblcth 
you fo nerelp in all lineatures of his perſon: ſo that not 
only haue pardoned you, being ignoꝛant of bꝛinging in⸗ 
to this woꝛld one ſo excellent and perten creature, but 
when vice tingly pou had fozgotten me ina thing whence 
pꝛocedeth ſo rare and pꝛetious treais2: being long ſince 
allured of pour integritie, that by your god will pou will 
neuer wozke me anger 02 diſpleaſure. As foꝛ Marcomyt 
I accept him moſt willingly foꝛ my ſon , and J lene him 
alreadie with nc leſſe zeale then Diocles his b2other , be⸗ 
ſeching poump 102d, to ſend him hether to me fpedilie : 
foz A will receme himfo2 no leſſe, and declaring mine af- 
fectton to hun, giue him the maternall Rille, and embꝛa⸗ 
cing which his gad manners and commendable vertues 
do merit. ä 

Glad was the Emperoꝛ without meaſure of this an⸗ 
wer, and ſending loꝛ Diocles and Abenunq thether(aftcr 

— they 
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they had heard the diſcourſe of this god ne wes ſent them 
foz Marcomyr to bzing hun befaze the Empꝛelle: They 
went to fetch him with a marucllous gladnes, and as far 
oft as Diocles ſaw him, he ran to him with open armes, 
ſaping in this manner. O the incomp2chenſible blue 


that now bzingeth me the nerencs of linage, which 


would ertrad vs two out oſ one and the ſellſame oziginal!l 
ſourſe .D the inſeperable bzotherly amitie! What two 
perſons might you combine and vnite to hold better to- 
gether with pour affectionate hands then vs two? Sure- 
ly when you ſhould wander ouer the bottome of this He⸗ 
miſpheare you ſhould neuer find the like couple moꝛe en 
tlined to reuerence vou, eſpecially J, who therein fle 
my ſelfe abaue all other ſo much fauoꝛed by the diuine pꝛo⸗ 
uidence, that J hope my deare bꝛother and friend, von 
ſhall neuer know in me any other will then your owne, 
Ah deare bꝛother anſwered Marcomyr then, the felicitie 
which pou (ap is the eontentment of pour ſpirit, couſtrai⸗ 
neth me to ſtriue therein againſt pon in this only that in 
any other thing J ſhould croſſe pour deſires God foꝛbid) 
wherein it pleaſeth you to tearme pour ſelfe the moſt af- 
feu ionate whom fraternall amitie map at this dap find 
on earth: foꝛ when the ertreame deſire which J haue in 
this behalfe ſhould be meaſured by the elle, oꝛ poiſed in an 
euen ballance, vou ſhonid plainly le it wey downe and 
ſurpaſſe yours by far, the which foꝛ all that J eſt eme to 
be no leſſe then pou ſap. But fo2 as much as mine hath cx- 
ceded the height of all meaſure, and that it is impollible 
to mount aboue it, J would faine giue pou to know what 
did vrge me to aſſure you, you ſhall alwates find my body 
a pꝛotupt ſeruant of pour ſoules deſire: wherol ſhall giue 
pen loiall teſtimonie the ſirſt commaundement which J 
ſhall receiue from you, wherein J pꝛetend to employ inp 
ſelſe ſo well, that pou ſhall diſcerne the little difterence 
rut betwerne doing and ſaping. As then Diocles and A- 


beaunq had enterlaced many courteous ſpc ches and gra 
| tulations 
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tulations, they came all thꝛc towards the Empꝛelle, fo 
whom as ſanc as they were arrived, Marcemyr fel on his 
knets to kiſſe het hand, which Lie would not haue had him 
done, but ſhe lifted him vp quickly againe, and embꝛacing 
him with her meſt gentle and gratious entertainement, 
ſhe began thus: My ſonne Marcomer the vertues + gilts 
of the heauen whereol the loueraigne Cod hath knowne 
your bodie woꝛthy cf, eme vnto me ſo well emploied in 
pour perſon, that with great reaſon they incite me to loue 
vou naturally, as J doe with all my heart willingly, and 
conceiue in my ſelle a matuellous great toy, that pon are 
now come to thew the true office of a lonne: which is to 
recoanith pour father, ⁊ to pꝛeſent the humble obe iſſance 
which vou odor vnto him, being thinges whereof pour fa- 
ther and I fele our ſelues ſo well pleaſed and content, as 
of nothing els ſo much which might happen vnto vs at 
this day. Madame anſ\vered Marcomyr, it is of pour actu⸗ 
ſtomed bountie, that it pleaſeth pour bighnes to account 
me in the number of pour molt humble and aflianced 
fcruants, albeit J doe not merit the leaſt part of any ſuch 
favo2, Neuerthelefe if a ſincere deuotion and zeale of a 
lone moꝛe then of the (on to the father (Which J haue, ne- 
ner dap of m life totranſgrefſe pour tommaundements) 
might purchale me ſo much happines, to containe me al- 
waies in pour grace, and in that of my lozb my father, I 
ſhonld content my ſelfe as much with foztune, as the ri⸗ 
cheſt pꝛinte of the earth, therein haue J let downe ꝛ hid- 
den the limit of ny riches, thinking there can bs no moꝛe 
pꝛetious a treaſure found fo2 me. Py deare child, then re⸗ 
plicd the Cmpzeſſe,pon are ſo fozward, that pon nerd not 
vſc any ſeruite therein towards vs ſoꝛ this matter, but 


. hencefo2 ward you ſhall take ſuch habitude and familiari- 


ty with vs as peu ſhall ſec mie beſt, fo2 J ſee yeu are very 
woꝛthie of that fauoz, and ſo modeſt, pon will in no wiſe 
abuſc it, Much moꝛe honeſt and gratious conference hod 
they together, In the mean while this newes was ſpzead 


all 
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all ouer the pallace: by means whereof Philocriſta went | 
(as though ſhe would tie to einbꝛace and receiue Marco- N 
myt foꝛ her bꝛother. The like did the king and Queene of | 
The ſſalie, all running to hun ſo filled with gladnes, that 
when they came to hum they could hardly opt their mouth 

to ſpeake to him. So great was the eaſe and pleaſure ot 

thoſe who vnder ſtod this god newes, that all the night 

they could not ſlerpe noꝛ take any reſt, foꝛ that ſome made 8 
bonefires, others ſounded trumpets, and many other in⸗ 
ſtruments foꝛ top and gladnes, in bꝛiefe he did not thinke 
himſelfe the ſon of a god mother who did not welcome 
Marcomyr as the Emperoꝛs ſonne : oꝛ who did not ſhew 

ſome ſigne of reioieing at that vacrpected parentage : but 

all this was nothing in reſpec ofthat which the Eniperoz 

did on the moꝛrow moꝛning, who ſent one of the richeſt 

and moſt ſumptuous pꝛeſents to Marcomyr and Ozalias, 

that euery one might caſily diſcerne common loue from 

that which is naturall : wherein Oꝛzalias ſhewed himſelfe 

not to much pleaſed, foꝛ no other cauſe but to ſ& Marco- 

myr thoꝛowly reſolued to become a Ch2iſtian, pꝛelaging 
alreadie in his heart what would befall the Qurne his 
aunt, when ſhe ſhould be aduertiſed of that miſerie: neuer⸗ 
theles Marcomyr comfoztedhim in the moſt amiable ſoꝛt 

he might, aſſuring hun to crowne him king of Tarſus, 
where he might lead a ioiſull life with his faire Marenci- 
da: which alluaged his miſcontented mind a little. 

And if the Emperoꝛ did giue rich pzeſents vnto Marco- 
myr, the Emp2eſſe ſent nolefſc to Celeſlina, ſome whereof 
were pzeſcntly beſtowed vpon her perſon, which was the 
to be adoꝛned to goe to the ceremonie of the baptiſine of 
hir loue Marcomyr, who ſhould be affianced ts hir pꝛeſent⸗ 
ly alter: fo2 this occaſion did all the Barons and knights f 
of the court mount on hozſebacke,who did much moꝛe ho- [ 
noꝛ to Marcomyr, then'beſoze when they knew not his | 
deſtent. And being all arrived in gallant oꝛder withinthe | 
thurch ol Sanda Sophia, he was there catholichlie bap- 

„ ES tifed 


= — 


29 —_— 


234 


memoꝛable mention: fo: euen as the Carbuncle,the mot 


arme vpon Celeſtina, and the other caſt about Narcomyrs 
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tiſed (hauing fo: godfather his bꝛother Diocles) then pꝛe⸗ 
cently by the hand of the moſt renerend patriarke was 
he fianced to the faire Celettina: who was ſo richly gttr- 
red, that ſhe dꝛew into moꝛe then a ſtrange admiration al 
thoſe who regarded her. And we need not to compare her 
in perfection af her graces, coꝛpoꝛdl beautte, and rarenes 
of iewels and habits to the ſage Aodromecha, when the 
valtant and redoubted knight Hector of Trop eſpouſed 
her, noꝛ to Cleopatra Queene of Egypt, when ſhe conten⸗ 
ded in magnificence + ſumptuoſitie with Marke Antonie 

Trinnuir her hulbãd, eating one ofthe pearls which 
hanged at her ears, eſtmed woꝛth two hundꝛed and fiftte 
thouſand crownes :no2 vnto many others of the ancient 
time, wherof the hiſtoꝛians both Greke and Latin make 


rich and pꝛetious of all D2tentall ſtones, ſet in a darkſome 
and obſcure place doth ſend fo2th ſuch a gliſtering x clear e 
ſplendoꝛ, that not onelp all the place round about is made 
light and ſhining, but alſo the eies of all that loke vpon it 
are comfoꝛted and reiolced thereby: likewiſe might they 
efteme of Celeſtina, not ſa much a Carbuncle within this 
temple, as the only and true henix of her age. 

Che tr oupe then returned to the pallace in the ſame 
gedlp array as they departedthence, there began ſuch a 
feaſt as neuer was the likẽ ſerne befoꝛe: in ſuch ſoꝛt that 
euerp one enioied part of the pleaſure, except Arnedes the 
god pꝛince, who felt himſelfe in intollerable paine, and in 
extreame diffitence euer to fe his fathers Embaſſadours 
arriue there, By means whereof beholding a whole how⸗ 
er of the day together the now affianced in ſuch content, 
and his deare ladie Philocriſta leaning vpon them (one 


necke to ſyr w him the greateſt ſignes of loue ſhe might 
deuiſe, the ſo2zrowfnll louer attainted to the heart with 
that ſight, fel at the ſame (nant in a trance to the ground: 
but he was by many knights quickly holpen vp againe, 

and 
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and ſoꝛthwith caricd into his chamber, where after her 


was come againe to himſelfe, fetching a bꝛoken ſigh from 


his very heart he ſaith: Alas, my God,and will the ſucco2 
which ſhould tome to this pw2 atfliced ſoule ſtay any lon⸗ 
ger How doe pouſuffer thus my paſſible and fraile body 
to ſeꝛ deth befoze it eies, + vet cannot die as it deſireth⸗ ui 
thou ſearcher of hearts, permit J beſcech thee, that death 
may caſt quickly his dart againſt mine, and impꝛint ther⸗ 
in foꝛ whoſe ſake J die, that J map haue no griefe to foꝛ⸗ 
ſake this world, but that only ſhe map haue ſome copaſſi- 
on to lee bꝛeathleſle the ſeruant moze denoted to her ſer⸗ 
uice, then any other whom ſhe may find in theſe lower re⸗ 
gions, when ſhe ſhould ſeke from Boꝛeas to Auſter,and 
from the Indians to the Poꝛes. Do he held his peace, 
when Diocles and thoſe who did accompanie him, deman⸗ 
ded ol him the occaſion vt his ſo ſuddaine trance : whom he 
anſwered not a woꝛd, he felt himſclf ſo perplexed and con 
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founded in his thoughts: as no leſſe was Philocriſta foz 


her part, knowing her ſelfe the pꝛincipall cauſe of his ma- 
ladic, with which he had quickly finiſhed his life, had her 
not had ſpeedie remedte as pou ſhall heare by and by, 


CHAP. XXXI. 


Hov tlie Embaſſador; of France arriued at Conſtantinople, 
where they were honourably receiued by the Emperour, 
who hauibg vnderſtood the effeRoftheir embaſlage,and 
thereypon conferred with the prince Arnedes, immediat- 
ly affianced to him his daughter Philocriſta, by whoſe 
hand the Embaſſadors preſented him their kings letter of 
commilsion. | 


$4 He poſt which Arnedes had diſpatcht from Con⸗ 
Go ſtantmople into France, made ſuch expedition 
EC: 78 that within fe w daies he arriued in the famous 
Aus cittie of Paris, where the king vnderſtanding 
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the will of his ſonne, reſolued ſone vpon the conclaſt on of 
this buſines: and did chuſe out incontinent ſoꝛ the chietc 
of this emballage, the duke ol Oꝛleans a very ſage + pu 
dent Siegnioz, commannding the Marques of Dlinet 
and the Countie Peter (one of the beſt knights of his 
court)ſhould accompante him, and many other Barons of 
Marke, ſo bꝛaue and richly ſuted in their habillunents, 
that they ſyewed cuidently how much tho French exceed 
all other nations in magnificenec , and many other amd 
parts, which now we wiil not ſpeake of, being beſides gur 
purpoſe. Che king Hauing deliticred them their letters of 
commiſſion x inffrucions in the fate of their embaſſage, 
ſent them away with many attires 2 pꝛetious gifts whic 

he ſent to Plylocnita # to the pꝛince Arnedes :but before 
they were departed, there arrived in his court a knight 
who canie fro the court ofthe Caſtilian king, to aduertiſe 
Recindos ho his bꝛother being departed without iſue,al 
the people did much reioice that the ſcepter of ſuch a king⸗ 
dome fel into the hands of ſo valiant a pꝛince ag he. Wlhen 
the king of France vnderſtod this newes by the Spanith 
gentlema named Pinedes, he anſwered him that Recindous 


was gone with Arnedes his ſonne into Conſtantinople, 


where as he had ſince heard they won daily great honoꝛ x 
renowne, this was cauſe that Pmedes purpoſed to paſſe 


auer into Greece with his Embaſſadoꝛs, ⁊ foꝛ the ſame ac⸗ 


Tadion the v went to Toll in Pꝛouince to embarke them⸗ 


ſelues in the Mediteranean ſea, where ſailing with a pꝛol⸗ 
perous wind, they arriued at Conſtãt inople almoſt at the 
ame time that Arnedes fel inte the lame trance pou read 

of betoꝛe. Being tome within the hauen, two ltttie Fri 
gates, which went alwaies befoꝛe the veſlell of the Em⸗ 
balladoꝛs, \cre the firſt who caſt ankers there, and ſwne 
after by comandiment ofthe duke of Oꝛleans, began thoſe 
within boꝛd tokens of rop , to render thanks to God fo 


' theic fo2tunate nauigation. Wihercof the Emperoz being 


2duertiſcd, lentincant.nent to ſæ what might thoſe acts 
ane 
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ons of top meane: Ind vnderſkanding they were the Em⸗ 
baſſadoꝛs of France, he felt a great gladnes inhimſelf,ho- 
ping Arnedes might recouer ſome amendment by the re⸗ 
pozt of this news. So he cõmãded they ſhould foꝛthwith 
let him know therof,p2aying him to be of god chear, ſering 

p noblemẽ of his contry were ariued the in thoſe quarters. 
| Ae nerd not aſk whether Arne des found himſelt au 
thing eaſed at theſe tidings, ſing the ſodain retouerie he 
had in a moment by that meane, ſhewed well therein did 
conſiſt the true Phiſicke of his griefe: the which he left 
the ſame hower behind him in his bed to goe with Diocles 
towards the Einperoꝛ, who ſe&eing him come fo luſtie, 
was a glad man of his amendment , when he laid vnts 
him: fiegnioz Arnedes, it ſemeth to me the arriuall of 
theſe French Gentlemen hath made pou ſtrong, and to 
recouer of pour maladie. Yon ſap true my loꝛd, guoth hee, 
it is that which is mine onely reſtozitie and ſole reme⸗ 


die, Philocriſta who knew full well the meaning of Ar- 


nedes atfectionate deſire , was not glad a little of this oc- 

currance, ſo that tobehold her in face and countenance, 

one might plainely haue read in her heart, and (one 

knowne whence this her gladneſſe p2oceded: wherem 

te ſecretly declared to the French pꝛince, that which his 

tongue durft not manifeſt alowd, a thing wherein he ne- 
ded no interpꝛeter, but thanking her with line fignes, 

went ſtrait from thence toward the hanen to ſ& vnto 

which of his ſeruants the king bis father had committed 

this legation ; The Emperoz ſent with dim many of his 

barous, to the end to accopany the embaſſadozs to his pal⸗ 
lace,foz the greater honoꝛ ot who, Diocles himſelf would 
nerds go with Arnedes, who ſent his dloarfbefozeto aduer⸗ 
tiſe the ot his coming towards v pgzt: fo2 this cauſe ö duke 
of D21eis t his other twocompanios came quickly aland 
in one ol d two ſeigats, wher ſeeing y pꝛinte firlf of all, ran 
vnto him barcheaded to kiſſe his hads,in h which doing he 
imbꝛated the, then ſadd to y duke of Oꝛleans: Ah my lwet 
0 d iy cgu⸗ 
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couſin how many pleaſures both your arrivuall in this cit- 
tit bing me: Durelp matiy moꝛe then you may thinke : 
but tell me J pꝛap vou without paſſing farther, how doth 
mp loꝛd the king my father Pp loꝛd, the ioifulleſt man in 
the woꝛld anſwered the Duke, and as he who hath an ex⸗ 
treame deſire to ſæ pou ere long: ſendeth vou woꝛd that 
ſo102ning as little as poſſibly you may in theſe parts, pou 
would take pour ioꝛney quickly to returne into pour god 
countrie of France, Thercin will J obey bim willingly 
repꝑlied Amedes, befoꝛe any long time paſſe alter this dap: 
in the meane tune doe pour honoꝛ vnto Diocles the empe⸗ 
roꝛs ſon, who ol his grate would needs take the paine to 
come lo far as hether to receiue and entertaine pou. T hẽ 
Diocles maruelling all theſe knights and French Nobtes 
did lo much honoꝛ and reverence to the pꝛince Arnedes, 
imagined pꝛeſently he muſt needs be their kings ſon, And 
in regard therof viing many amiable ſpeeches to the duke 
of O2itans, and the other Embaſſado2s,he pꝛaid them ve⸗ 
ry gratiouſſy to aduertiſe him of Arnedes buſines, who 
vntill that hower would neuer manifeſt himſelke fo anp 
bodie. 

y loꝛd anſwered the Duke, he is our pꝛince and ſoue⸗ 
raigue ſiegnioꝛ, who thꝛough the ardent deſire which hee 
had to offer his ſeruice tothe Emperoꝛ pour father, deter⸗ 
mined to come vnknowne into this court, and to remaine 
here dillembling his perfon till he might ler the things de⸗ 
figned by him to come to ſo god iſſue as he deſired: wher ⸗ 
in J hope actoꝛding to the embaſſage, which the king his 
father hath committed to our charge to ſet ſome god and 
happie end, with the helpe of him whom J p2ap to ſend vs 
ſo god ſucceſſe that we be not therein made fruſtrate of 
our attempt. In god faith quoth Diocles,turning himſelfe 
towards the French pꝛince, J haue great cauſe to com⸗ 
plaine ot you Arnedes, ho haue hid pour lelf ſo long time 
from me: foꝛ although pou had reſolued in comming he- 
ther not to dilconer pour ſelle to any perſon, me thinketh 

vou 
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you ſhould not compꝛiſe me in the vniuerſal nunber,con- 
ſdering the familiar acquaintance betwene vs two , al- 
beit J was igno2ant of the ſplendoꝛ and nobilitie of pour 
heroicall race. Py god loꝛd, replicd Arnedes, embꝛacing 
him, J pꝛap pou excuſe me herein, fo2 ſo much as that 
which hath bzought me hether ſo farre diſtant from th- 


French court,todoſomeerploites of armes which might 


honoꝛ my linage befo2ze it were by me manifefted, hath in- 
cited nay rather conſtrained me to conceale mp ſelfe the 
mo2e : conſidering I could not ſurge at the pozt of my de- 
ſire, not employing mp ſclfe inthat which did not ſtill re- 
dound rather to my dichonoꝛ then commendation, 
Alſuredly quot Diocles then, if by pour laudable and 
valerous feats of arms you deſire to publiſh your name, it 
ſemeth to me that the verp day of the Jouſts pou ſhould 
not haue deferred to giue ſo faire a luſtre (declaring your 
roiall deſcent) to the pzoweſſe and incomparable valoz 
pou lhewed there. There Arnedes interrupted hun & ſaid, 
Ah: Pp lozd, it is of your grace that it pleaſeth pou to 
place me in the ninnber of thoſe who did there well their 
endenoꝛs, although J deeie not my ſelf woꝛthie to ſecond 
the leaſt of the great tronpe which was pꝛeſent there:ne- 
uertheleſle if god will not to ſutfer an Uluſtrious and ge- 
nerous heart to abaſe it ſelfe, bath ſometime power to en- 
creaſe a mans foʒces, I thinke my ſelfe was none of the 
feebleſt in all the compante, Noinded anſwered Diocles, 
but af the ſtrongeſt, as euery one knoweth, witneflc the 
honoz of: the vino2ie which ſerued you then in ſterd of a 
triumphant crowne : but I pꝛap pou let vs ſurteaſs theſe 
things to an other time, and we wil go find the Emperoz, 
who ſhall be a moſt ioifull man of theſe tidings. Then 
they mounted on hoꝛſebacke with the EmbaCado2s, who 


tame all to alight befoze the pallace, where there was 


gad lodging appointed thei by command of the Empe⸗ 
roꝛ: and in the meane time Pinedes gaue the pꝛince Ar- 


nedes to vnderſtand ho lo he paſt thozow Fraunce — 
ing 
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bing to find R ecindos there, to whom hecamc to bꝛing the 
ne wes of his bꝛothers death, and how all the Barons and 
the common people of Caſttiza did met willingly accept 
him foꝛ their liege ſoucraign, after the deceaſe ofthe king 
his father. Cf this nowes was the Frenchman verp glad 
on the one ſide, ſering his. couſin Recindos( whom he loued 
as himſe ile) inheritoꝛ of the (cepter of Caſtilia: but very 
ſozrie becauſe he heard nonewes of him, Nenerthelefſe 
alluring Arnedes that he did hope ſhotip fozhis returne, 
put him out of fantaſie of going any ſurther to lecke fo; 
him: foz that quoth he, very hardly will he faile tobe at 
the tourney held at my mariage the which J haue purpo⸗ 
led to publiſhe thoꝛowout all the marches and {rontiers, 
botm2ing this empire of G2eece. 

But the Cmpcro2 who had knowledge beſoze of ſome 
that made haſt befozc hum to the court, concerning the 


buſines of pzince Arvedes , when he (aw him enter into 


the pꝛeſente with his ſon D1oc!es he roſe vp from his ſtate 
to embꝛace him, ſaping: What meanes this ſiegnioz Ar» 
nedes, pou would ſo cunuingly diſc mble your tate with 
vs, we could neuer perceive your cariage therein, pꝛotu⸗ 
ring vs thereby to commit a great diſcourteſie, in not ho⸗ 
nozing you acco2ding to your merit: Tel me J pꝛap pon 
wherkoꝛe did pon conceale pour ſelf to me, very wel know- 
ing how happic I ſhould haue deemed my ſelſe to know 
vou without any fiction of yaur perſon ? 

Gratious 163d replied Arnedes, I beſach pou in all 
bumilttp not to vſe theſc ſpches vnto me, ſoʒ J acknow⸗ 
ledge not my ſeile woꝛzthie thereof, and leſſe of the hono2 
which J haue recctued in your countries, afturedlp farre 
ſurmounting that little which J know J haue merited: 
aſluring pou my ſpirit had neuet taken reſt, befozc J had 
come to la the magnificence of pour ccurt, to doe pouamy 
beſt ſeruice acco2ding to my power which is but Imall. 


- Sinall inderd in refpect of the god will which ſurpaſſeth 
that ofthe be ſt atfedionate ſetuants Which cu haue: in 


whole 
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thoſe number, J beſtch you to account me the verp fir ic 

as lym who bp devotion and ſinteritie of heart none n' 
uing can goe befoze jnthis behalfe ; Wherein J find mp 
ſelfe greatty diſſauozed of the heauen, ſoꝛ none occaſion 
hath as pet ben offered to ſhew it vou im that ſoꝛt as J 
haue linely impꝛinted it in my thoughts. It ſufficeth then 
quoth the Emperoꝛ againe, of that which vou haue done 
alreadie : being pꝛofe of a truth very ſufficient to raiſe 
pon to this reputation of one of the beſt and melt perfect 
knights of this our age: and as foꝛ me, if J be not ſhent 
to2 this fauoꝛ, conſider ing the amitie J beare pou, I ſhall 
be alwaies the foꝛmoſt in this opinion, wherein J do not 
thinke my ſelle much onerſeene,as J ſhould repute my ſelf 
very happy to purchaſe pou foꝛ my fon in law, when pou 
would giue there vnto pour conſent, 

Arnedes who ſaw the paſſage opened, by which he ho- 
ped to conduct his ſoule into reſt, and by none other but by 
him who had the true key thereo?f, felt himſelle almoſt ta- 
uiſhed with iop, whentaking the Emperoz by the hand to 
kille it in ſigne of thanks, went on thus: wel may J now 
vaunt my ſelfe to attaine the perfea fruition ot al woꝛldly 
bliſe, ſœing J am by you offered ſo honozable alliance, 
foꝛ which J cannot returne pou ſo many thankes (to ac- 
quite mp ſelf therby of the obligation wherin Jam yours 
bounden) but A ſhall find my ſelfe ffill moze and inoze be⸗ 
holding to you in a new bond which ſhall bind me in per⸗ 
koꝛming this kindnes, Neuertheles il the extreame atfe- 
ſtion J haue to continue foꝛ euer pour obedient ſeruant 
and humble lonne ( if it ſeeme god vnto you may by any 
meane ſerue pon in ſteedof an earneſt, J beſ@ch you ac⸗ 
cept it ſach as J can pꝛeſent you, to the end hexeaſter pou 
may vſe me as your right hand and as your left, as rea- 
dilp as your two eies at the only thought of pour ſpirit. 
Foz euen as the thunder crack following the lightening 
whichgoeth befoze it, ſtriketh moze ſuddainely thenany 
thing els his blow where depireth, moze pzompt 2” 
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1 be at the only contectures which I ſhall gather of your 
deſires, to ſatiſfie you therin without attending to be com⸗ 
mandedtherevnto, 

Lhe Cmper92 meruellous toifnll toheare him pꝛofer 
thele honeſt ſpeches, knew very well with what arrow 
he was wounded, and that which moued hun to tome and 
la ke in his court the balme and perfect cure of his wound: 
ther eſoꝛe he tàuſed hun to ſit downe by hun, where here- 
latcy hum many other matters, whereat the ©mperour 
matuelled not a little, eſpectaliy when he vnderſtod the 
biſtozie of his cauſin Recidos. Of this was Melitla er- 
ceding glad, koꝛ ſhe loned the Spaniſh Pꝛince moſt ar. 
dentlp. . | 

But we muſt not compare her to Philocniſta in glad- 
nes and contentment of ſpirit, becauſe the obiea of their 
inward ſpirits did witnes ſuffictently, which of them two 
did conceine moꝛe vnſpeakeable top, wherein both their 
hrarts did ſwim. On the moꝛrow the Emperoꝛ cauſed all 
his pallace to be hanged round with cloth ol gold, and all 
his moſt ex guiſit ie wels and ſumptudus ric hes to be ſet o⸗ 
penly ſoꝛth, to the end the French Emballadoꝛs mightſe 
bis magnificent pempe, Who comming into the pꝛeſence 
all clothed with magnifick and pꝛetious habits, were ho⸗ 
noꝛably entertained by the Emperoꝛ, to whom they cau⸗ 
ſed the letter ef the king of France his commiſſion to ber 
delivered by Philocriſta: the tenonr whereofſaid thus: 


Letters of the king of France tothe Empe- 
rour Cleodonyr. 


"| O the moſt high and magnanimious pꝛince Cleo. 
domyr Emperoꝛ of Conſtantinople, the true mir⸗ 
roꝛ of chiualric, Lewis; by the grace of God king v. 
France ſendeth condigne lalutation to his erccllen- 

cite. The aſſurance which the renowne of pour gencrouſ- 
kes hath giuen vs,moft deare bꝛother, hauing ſpzcab . ſelf 
| areas 


; Celeflinathe Fare. 


alreadie to the n. R 

regions ofthis h 

ouer Embaſſado 

pou to condiſcend 

time ſtudied vpon 

be your god pleaſure 

laſt will of the king, ou 

cher. left behind him whe.. 

to nature. And toꝛ that we haue moſt am, 

them in the points and articles which we Tefire on our 

ſide to be imparted vnto ou, we will make no further diſ⸗ 

cour ſe by letters, remitting our ſelues to their ſuſtitien 
cie. Onelp we muſt entreat pou to credit them in this bes 

halfe, and in other things which they ſhall pꝛopound vnto 

you touching the capitalationof the mariage of Arnedes 

p2ince of Fraunce our ſonne, es if it were our owne 
p2oper perſon , Wherein wee ſhall repute the yonou 

that is done vnto them in your countries, ſohigh, as if it 

were done to our ſelues. But becauſe you map find it ſom⸗ 

what ſtrange, that an elder bꝛother of ſuch a houſe as 

mine, is come into pour tourt with ſo ſmall traine, J pꝛay 

pou thereby to know the deſire he hath to perſoꝛm things 

thus vnkno wn, by the which you may clearly vnderſtand 

how much he is aboue all others: 


Lour affectionate and perfect ſriend, 
the Houſe of France. 


This letter read, the Emperour led the Embaſſadoꝛa 
into his chamber, where after he had vnderſtod at length 


the full diſcourſe ortheir Emballage, he called a counſell 


of his pꝛinces and nobles incontinent, to communicate 
vnto them his intention concerning this buſines ; the 
which they confirmed by their aduſes as very god, as 
well to accompliſh the pzomiſc he had made to the deſung 
king of Fraunce , as alſofoz that the match ſermed very 
Ity met 
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and fo baliant a 

as Diocles moſt 

e alliance of his 

is ſiſter had to ſer 

ms in reſemblance. 
be called in beautie a 


| d, they were affianced to 

with the greateſt triumph and magnificence 

that any humane tongue might expꝛeſſe, ſo that in the 

pallace and euery where in the city they did occupp them- 

ſelues in nothing but in making ioy and giadnes: where- 

at the Emperoꝛ and the @unp2eſſe were ſo excirding well 

pleaſed and content, as they were ener in their uues: as 

well foꝛ the arriuall and knowledge of Marcomyr as foz 

the betrothing of Philocriſta with this roiall Pꝛince of 

France: wherein Diocles determined to be armed 
unigbt, to the end to employ himſelfe from that 
tttme lozth, in all warlike and mar⸗ 
tiall affaires. 


FINIS. 
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